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Whips  to  give  ‘yellow  card8  warnings 

Minister  goes 
in  revolt  on 
lone  parents 


ANTHONY  UPTON 


By  Philip  Webster  and  Jill  Sherman 


< 


A  GOVERNMENT  minister 
resigned  and  several  ministe¬ 
rial  aides  were  poised  to  quit 
as  Tony  Blair  last  night  faced 
his  biggest  revolt  sinoe  the 
general  election. 

The  rebellion  over  benefit 
cuts  for  single  parents  escalat¬ 
ed  when  Malcolm  Chisholm, 
the  Scottish  Office  Minister, 
wrote  to  die  Prime  Minister 
leaving  his  post  and  telling 
him  that  he  could  not  vote  for 
“an  attack  on  some  of  the 
poorest  women  in  society”. 

Then  Gordon  Prentice,  Par¬ 
liamentary  Private  Secretary 
to  Gavin  Strang,  the  Trans¬ 
port  Minister  went  as  well; 
and  as  the  vote  approached  it 
appeared  likely  that  several 
others  holding  similar  posit¬ 
ions  would  join  a  revolt  that 
had  gathered  pace  in  the 
previous  24  hours  and  lose 
their  jobs  as  a  consequence. 

Alice  Mahon,  PPS  to  Cul¬ 
ture  Secretary  Chris  Smith, 
was  also  expecting  to  be 
sacked  after  speaking  out 
against  government  polity 
during  the  Commons  debate. 
Mrs  Mahon  described  thedfts 
as  “a  piece  of  social  engineer¬ 
ing  Stalin  would  have  been 
proud  of."  — 

.  Many  more  backbench 
IV'J  MPs  were  preparing  to  with- 
^  hold  their  support  from  the 
Government,  aiding  with  a 
jolt  the  honeymoon  between 
Mr  Blair  and  his  parliamenta¬ 
ry  party- 

Conservative  MPs  were 
buoyed  by  the  news  that  Mr 
Blair  had  lost  a  minister  and 
gave  him  an  uncomfortable 
time  at  his  weekly  Commons 
question-  time  scssiun.  Wil¬ 
liam  Hague  and  Paddy 
Ashdown  exploited  his  diffi¬ 
culties  and  Diane  Abbott,  the 
leftwing  Labour  MP.  standing 
just  behind  Mr  Blair,  anacked 
q  plan  that  will  mean  lone 
parents  who  are  new  daim- 
I  ;>i  ants  being  £11  a  week  worse 
"  off  from  next  April. 

Mr  Chisholm’s  resignation 
was  a  serious  blow  tn  die 
Government,  which  was  hop¬ 
ing  that  the  revolt  would  be 
Icunrained  to  MPs  and  aides. 

After  giving  up  his  post  only 
months  after  his  appointment 
Mr  Chisholm  was  being 
praised  by  his  colleagues  for 
making  a  big  personal  sacri¬ 
fice.  He  immediately  loses  the 
£2.1.1  XXI  he  was  being  paid  as  a 


Chisholm:  “this  attacks 
the  poorest  women” 

minister  on  top  of  his  MPs 
salaiy. 

But  his  derision  and  the 
readiness  of  many  MPs  to 
rebel  reflected  the  deep  unhap¬ 
piness  of  most  Labour  MPs  at 
the  Government's  derision  to 
implement  Conservative  cuts 
in  single  parent  benefit.  Large 
numbers  who  were  preparing 
to  bade  the  Government  said 
they  were  doing  so  with  regret. 

The  rebels  were  likely  to  pay 
a  price.  They  were  expected  to 
receive  "yellow  card” 
warnings  from  the  Whips, 
telling  them  that  a  repeat  of 
their  conduct  could  lead  to 
suspension  from  the  parlia¬ 
mentary  party. 

Harriet  Harmon,  the  Social 
Security  Secretary',  tried  to 
defend  the  cuts.  She  said  the 
Government's  abjective  was  to 
improve  die  standard  of  living 
of  lone  parents  and  their 
children  by  encouraging  them 
off  benefits  and  into  work. 

Asked  if  it  was  introducing 
the  cuts  because  it  had  to,  or 
because  it  wanted  to,  Ms 
Harman  said:  "We  are  bring¬ 
ing  them  in  because  we  are 
saying  that  we  are  concerned 
about  the  low  standard  of 
living  and  the  life  on  benefits 
and  the  life  of  poverty  that 
many  children  lead  in  families 
headed  by  a  lone  parent." 

Mr  Chisholm,  48.  told  the 
Prime  Minister  he  had  derid¬ 
ed  to  step  down  “with  great 
reluctance  and  regret".  The 
MP  for  Edinburgh  North  and 
Leith  was  in  charge  of  local 
government  and  transport  in 
the  Scottish  Office  and  had 
been  looking  after  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  review  of  road  building 
projects. 

In  his  letter  Mr  Chisholm, 


who  later  confirmed  he  would 
be  voting  against  the  Govern¬ 
ment  said:  "1  have  enjoyed  my 
work  there  enormously,  but 
cannot  hring  myself  to  vote 
with  the  Government  tonight 
on  lane  parents." 

The  Prime  Minister's  offi¬ 
cial  spokesman  said  of  Mr 
Chisholm's  departure:  “We 
regret  that  a  very  able  minis¬ 
ter  has  derided  to  resign  from 
tiie  Government  but  it  is 
entirely  a  matter  for  him.” 

In  his  letter  of  reply  Mr 
Blair  said:  "This  Government 
was  elected  on  a  dear  plat¬ 
form  to  help  die  needy  in  our 
society.  In  doing  so,  it  will  face 
many  tough  choices. 

"I  am  convinced  that,  within 
the  limited  resources  that  are 
available  to  us.  the  best  way  to 
tackle  poverty  among  lone 
parents  is  to  help  them  back 
into  work."  He  said  of  the 
derision:  “I  recognise  that  tills 
is  a  very  difficult  decision,  but 
it  is  right  and  it  is  fair.” 

The ..  Government  moved 
quickly  to  fill  the  gap  left  by 
Mr  Chisholm.  Cal um  Mac¬ 
donald,  tixe  Western  Isles  MP, 
will  replace  him.  Anne 
McGuire,  the  MP  for  Stirling, 
is  expected  to  be  appointed  as 
Mr  Macdonald's  replacement 
as  Parliamentary  Private  Sec¬ 
retary  to  Donald  Dewar,  the 
Scottish  Secretary . 

Mr  Chisholm  had  talks  with 
Mr  Dewar  before  deciding  to 
go.  Mr  Blair’s  spokesman 
stressed  the  Prime  Minister 
believed  he  had  been  an 
extremely  good  minister  and 
regretted  ms  derision  to  de¬ 
part  The  spokesman  said:  “I 
think  this  is  a  distinction  we 
would  draw  with  the  last 
Government:  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  takes  decisions  and  he 
sticks  to  them  and  he  sees 
them  through  and  along  the 
way  there  may  be  people  who 
disagree  and  they  are  perfectly 
right  ro  put  their  case." 

Mr  Chisholm  was  effect¬ 
ively  the  first  minister  to  quit 
the  Blair  administration, 
though  Derek  Faster  resigned 
less  than  48  hours  after  he 
accepted  the  post  of  Public 
Service  Minister  just  three 
days  after  the  election.  Mr 
Chisholm  said,  that  he  had 
thought  for  some  time  about 
his  derision. 

Polities,  page  12 


Harriet  Hannan  yesterday;  “We  are  concerned  about  poverty  of  lone  parent  families” 


“The  nation’s  First  Nanny". 
Crispin  Blunt  (C,  Reigaie) 
called  Tony  Blair.  This  chap¬ 
ter  m  the  Tony  Poppins 
Annual  is  headed  The  Medir 
cine  Fails  To  Go  Down, 

Clare  Short's  face  said  it  alL 
“Fed  up"  understates.  As  Mr 
Blair’s  thunder  turned  to  Mus¬ 
ter,  to  rant  to  bleat,  she  sat 
beside  him.  tapping  her  fin¬ 
gers  on  her  notepad. 

Theatre  critics  mil  confirm 
that  drama  may  turn  upon  a 
furious  passage,  ora  moment 
of  intense  quiet.  Yesterday’s 
astonishing  session  of  Prime 
Minister's  Questions  turned 
upon  both.  The  hush  as  Diane 
Abbott  rose  to  teO  her  Leader 


Political  Sketch 


Matthew  Pams 


softly  thai  fae  was  wrong  was 
as  unforgettable  as  the  noisy 
energy  with  which  Blair  beat 
the  air  and  by  turns  hectored 
and  rebuked.  The  new  Gov¬ 
ernment  has  never  looked  so 
awkward  nor  its  Prime  Min¬ 
ister. so  rattled.  This  was 
Blair's  Moodiest  half  hour. 

Diane  Abbott  wounded 
worst  William  Hague  was 
insistent;  but  rwitmg  en^«» 
parents’  benefits  is  a  Tory 
idea  so  the  hour  was  not  his. 


He  attacked  on  a  narrow 
front;  alleging  that  Mr  Blair 
was  "not  straight"  with  the 
voters  in  proposing  what  be¬ 
fore  the  election  he  bad 
criticised. 

The  Prune  Minister  strug¬ 
gled  to  deny  this.  Untfct* 
pressure  he  began  taking 
refuge  in  the  time-honoured 
response  of  a  nanny  with  a 
pushchair-ful .  of  trouble 
You're  wrong.  Why?  Because. 

He  told  Hague  “sorry  but 
that  is  simply  not  correct," 
and,  “sorry:  Just  to  repeat 
again-". 

To  Paddy  Ashdown  he  said 
“that  is  simply  -  incorrect,'' 
Con  fined  on  page  2.  col  I 


Balloon  deal 

Richard  Branson  was  in  talks 
to  retrieve  his  Virgin  Global 
Challenger  balloon  from  Al¬ 
geria  last  night - Page  7 
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Royal  Yacht,  one  careful  owner, 
under  offer  for  less  than  £100,000 


By  Michael  Evans,  defence  correspondent 


THE  Royal  Yacht  Briaummis 
to  be  sold  for  her  scrap  value 
—  less  than  £100.000  —  when 
the  Government  decides  next 
year  whether  to  hand  her  over 
to  Edinburgh  or  Manchester 
for  her  final  berth. 

George  Robertson,  the  De¬ 
fence  Secretary,  yesterday  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  bidders  for 
the  yacht  had  been  shortlisted 
to  two.  However,  Ministry  of 
Defence  sources  said  that 
Manchester  was  ahead  “on 
points"  at  tins  stage. 

Peel  Holdings,  which  has 
proposed  berthing  the  Britan- 
nia  in  the  Manchester  Ship 
Canal  next  to  the  Barton 
Swing  Bridge  at  Trafford 
Park,  came  in  with  a.  last- 
minute  bid  and  there  was 
considerable  surprise  yester¬ 
day  that  the  company  had 
been  selected  with  Edinburgh. 

Mr  Robertson  said  that 
geography  had  nor  played  any 
part  in  his  decision  to  select 
Edinburgh  and  Manchester 
as  the  best  options.  All  the 
other  proposals,  he  said, 
which  included  Ifonsmouth, 
Glasgow  and  three  from 


London,  had  their  merits. 
However,  he  said  his  only  aim 
was  to.  ensure  that  the  "fine 
fabric"  of  the  yacht  was  pre¬ 
served  for  the  country  for  a 
long  period  and  that  its  future 
should  be  dignified  and  ap¬ 
propriate. 

Mr  Robertson  also  disclosed 
that  the  Government  would 
retain  a  legal  right  to  step  in  at 
some  future  date  to  scrap  the 
yacht  if  the  owners  failed  to 
keep  it  in  immaculate 
condition 

Mr  Robertson  said  that  if 


the  yacht  fell  into  disrepair* 

because  of  diminishing  tourist 
interest,  it  could  stfll  oe  scut¬ 
tled  in  ten  years’ time  or  so — 
the  option  favoured  by  the 
Princess  Royal  and,  it  is 
believed,  by  other  members  of 
the  Royal  Family. That  view  is 
echoed  by  Lord  Callaghan  of 
Cardiff,  the  former  Prime 
Minister,  who  says  in  a  letter  .. 
to  The  Times  today  that  as 
interest  fades  in  die  yacht  over 
the  nexr  few  years,  Britannia 
mil  become  an  “embarrass¬ 
ment  and  a  liability".  Detailed 


tions  wifi  now  be  held" 
With  Peel  Holdings  and  with 
Forth  Porn,  based  at  Leith, 
before  the  final  choice  is  made 
next  spring. 

Mr  Robertson  said  that  the 
aim  of  the  Government  was 
not  to  make  money  out  of 
selling  Britannia  which,  was 
why  she  would  be  sold  for  her 
scrap  value  tally. 

The  important '  point  he 
said,  was  that  the  yacht  was 
“deeply  loved”  by  the  peopieoF 
Britain  and  it  was  vial  that  it 
should  be  preserved  for  the 
benefit  of  the  general  public 

After  discussions  with  Buck¬ 
ingham  Palace,  it  has  been 
agreed  that  the  Queen  will 
consider  loaning  some  of  the 
Royal  Family  treasures  tat  the 
yacht  or  to  allow  replicas  to  be 
made. 

The  Queen  and  the  Duke  qi 
Edinburgh  wifi  today,  attend/, 
the  decommissioning  service 
for .  Britannia-,  at  Portsmouth. 
The  crew  wifi  continue  serving 
on  the.  Royal  Yacht. until  next 
February. 


Britannia:  wifi  be  sdd  for  scrap  value  to  one  of  two  bid&rs 
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Rail  union  calls 
oneway  strikes 

Britain's  largest  rail  union 
yesterday  announced  aperies 
of  one-day  strikes.  . 

The  RMT  transport  union 
said  its  members  would  take 
action  against  two  train  oper¬ 
ators.  South  West  Trains  and 
Wales  &  West  on  December 
19,  January  5  and  January  12. 
The  union  daims  the  cam-, 
parties  have  Jailed  to  honour  a 
productivity  deaL 

Yeltsia  taken 
to  hospital 

Presidenr  Yehsin  was  admit¬ 
ted  to  a  sanatorium  yesterday 
with  an  acute  respiratory  in? 
fection  and  was  expected  to- 
rsoain  there  for  ten  to  12 
days.  .  Mf  Yeltsin.  66.  has  a 
long  history  of  heart  disease 
ana  other  health  problems 
and-  last-year  underwent  a 
heart  bypass  — _____  Page  16 

Carbon  gas  qit 
■  (Jeal 

Industrial  natknis 

adopted:  a- 
dimaie  conference  in  Japan 
that  wfil  iegaJly  bind  them  to 
cut  emissions  of  greenhouse 
gases  by  6  per  cent  between* 
ZOOS-and  2012 _ Page  9 


Brussels  calls 
for  lamb  to 
be  included 
in  bone  ban 

-  By  Charles  Bkemner  and  Michael  Hornsby 


SCIENTISTS  in  Brussels 
caused  confusion  throughout 
Europe  yesterday  by*  calling 
for  a  ban  on  land)  containing 
spinal  bone  because  of  a  risk 
that  it  might  be  infected  with 
the  “mad  cow"  disease  BSE. 

The  Scientific  Steering  Com¬ 
mittee,  an  influential  16-mem¬ 
ber  advisory  panel,  said  the 
European  Union  should  apply 
the  ban  to  meat  from  all 
animals  more  than  12  months 
old,  but  added  in  a  footnote 
that  in  “high  risk"  countries, 
apparently  meaning  Britain, 
the  age  limit  should  be  re¬ 
duced  to  six  months.  The  ban 
would  chiefly  affect  the  spinal 
column  and  associated  ner¬ 
vous  tissue,  known  as  dorsal- 
root  ganglia. 

If  a  ax-month  age  limit  were 
enforced,  much  of  British 
lamb  production  would  be 
affected.  Leg  joints  would 
appear  to  be  safe;  because  they 
contain  no  spinal  bone. 
Whether  ordinary  Iamb  chops 
would  be  affected  is  not  dear, 
and  any  ban  might  depend  on 
how  the  chops  are  curfrom  the 
spinal  column. 

Qf  the  16  million  sheep 
slaughtered  last  year,  12.4 
nullum  (78  per  cent)  were 
:  between  the  ages  of  five  and  12 
months,  according  to  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Agriculture.  Britain 
has  86364  sheep  farmers,  by 
iar  the  largest  number  in  the 
|  -EU.  Of  these;  45395  are  in 
England,  16348  in  Wales, 
14398  in  Scotland  and  10,123 
in  Northern  Ireland. 

Officials  in  Brussels  said  the 
recommendation  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  was  merely  pretfmi- 
nary  advice  that  would  still 
have  to  be  considered  by  the 
European  Commission  and 
EU  member  states. 

The  proposal  is  unlikely  to 
find,  support  because  EU 
members  only  .reluctantiy  .  ac¬ 
cepted  less  drastic  controls  on 


sheepmeat  due  to  come  into 
effect  next  month  but  likely  to 
be  postponed  until  ApriL  The 
committee’s  proposal  would 
also  apply  to  cattle  over  12 
months  old,  effectively  extend¬ 
ing  throughout  the  EU  the  ban 
on  beef  on  the  bone  that 
Britain  is  introducing.  Most 
other  EU  states  would  regard 
such  a  move  as  wholly 
unnecessary. 

Sir  David  Naish,  president 
of  the  National  Farmers' 

Union,  said:  “l  am  exasperat¬ 
ed  by  yet  another  recommen¬ 
dation  which  would  appear  to 
go  well  beyond  what  is  neces¬ 
sary,  taking  into  account  the 
fact  that  tiie  scientists  them¬ 
selves  say  the  risk  involved  to 
human  life  is  so  remote." 

John  Thor  ley,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  National  Sheep 
Association,  said:  “This  is 
absolute  nonsense.  We  are 
being  asked  to  change  the 
whole  way  we  rear  sheep  as  a 
precaution  against  a  risk  that 
does  not  even  exist"  The 
National  Federation  of  Meat 
and  Food  Traders  said  butch¬ 
ers  would  fiercely  resist  any 
move  to  implement  the  com-  . 

Continued  on  page  2,  col  4  ^ 


"Mary  had  a  little 
lamb,  safely  off 
the  bone " 
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Getting  hitdied? 

You  desperately  need  a  free  copy  of  Look  Before  You 
-  Leap’,  die  man’s  guide  to  buying  an  engagement  ring 

Boodle  Sc  Duntbome,  tfre  EngHsh  jewellms, 

have  packed  It  Wfth  Helpful  information,  common 

sense,  and  tome  reasonably  impartial  advice. 

DouVkt  your  credit  card  out  of  your  until 

you've  n tad  it  from  cover  to  cons.  Call  in  to  yii-k  up 
ywir  free  copy;  or  ftdephone  0171-584  6363. 

}  12&-UORegent  Street, 
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Oxbridge  pacified  by  promise  on  £35m  college  fee  system 


OXFORD  and  Cambridge  univer¬ 
sities  said  they  were  "reassured" 
after  hearing  Government  view-s¬ 
on  the  future  of  their  £35  million 
col  lege  system  yesterday. 

The  vice-chancellors  of  both  uni¬ 
versities  were  told  by  David 
Blunkett,  the  Education  Secretary, 
that  he  did  not  want  to  damage  the 
quality  of  their  teaching  and  re¬ 
search.  The  E35  million,  which  goes 
directly  to  die  colleges  to  preserve 
their  traditional  small-group  teach¬ 
ing,  is  expected  to  be  merged  with 
the  main  university  grant. 

It  is  a  deal  which  may  please 
smaller  colleges  because  it  means 
no  loss  of  money  in  the  short-term. 

But  ii  will  anger  wealthy  colleges 
which  will  regard  it  as  an  assault 


David  Charter  reports  on  Blunkett’s  plans  for  the  universities7  traditional  small-group  teaching  method 


on  their  autonomy.  Once  the 
money  is  subsumed  in  the  general 
university  budget,  thqr  fear  there 
will  be  nothing  to  protect  it  from 
being  cut  in  future  years. 

Mr  Blunkett  gave  no  details 
yesterday  on  how  the  college  fee 
system  will  be  changed,  but  made  it 
clear  that  the  status  quo  would  be 
altered.The  fee  is  being  reviewed 
on  the  recommendation  of  Sir  Ron 
Dealing  following  his  report  on  the 
future  of  higher  education.  Sir  Ron 
said  ministers  should  determine 
whether  the  £55  million  represent¬ 
ed  a  'good  use  of  resources". 

A  spokeswoman  for  Cambridge 


said:  “It  was  a  -  friendly  and 
constructive  meeting.  No  detailed 
proposals  were  mentioned  al¬ 
though  it  was  agreed  the  matter  of 
the  college  fee  should  be  resolved  as 
quickly  and  as  fairly  as  possible." 

The  Education  Department  is 
expected  to  call  further  lower-level 
meetings  in  the  coming  weeks  to 
work  out  details  of  the  changes. 
The  meeting  at  the  Department  in 
London  yesterday  was  set  up  after 
the  vice-chancellors.  Colin  Lucas  of 
Oxford  and  Alec  Broers  of  Cam¬ 
bridge.  met  Kim  Howells,  tiie 
Minister  for  Lifelong  Learning,  a 
month  ago.  At  it,  Mr  Howells  said 


the  Government  would  act  on  Sir 
Ron  Dealing's  call,  during  his 
investigation  into  the  future  of 
higher  education,  for  a  review  of 
the  college  fee  system.  Mr  Howells 
said  he  wanted  to  "safeguard 
excellence”  at  Oxford  and  Cam¬ 
bridge  and  did  not  wantto  damage 
teaching  or  research. 

This  echoed  the  view  of  the 
Higher  Education  Funding  Coun¬ 
cil,  which  advised  the  Government 
to  “do  nothing  to'  damage  the 
special  character  and  world-class 
standing  of  education  at  Oxford 
and  Carnbridge".The  Council  has 
said  that  Oxford  and  Cambridge 


will  benefit  bom  a  revised  funding 
system  for  all  universities  being 
introduced  from  1999  or  2000.  For 
the  first  time  this  will  reward 
teaching  excellence  and  the  widen¬ 
ing  of  participation  to  stare  schools 
and  mature  students. 

A  funding  council  spokesman 
said:  “We  are  not  tailoring  our 
funding  systems  with  two  universi¬ 
ties  in  mind.  We  are  trying  to 
promote  policies  for  the  whole 
sector  which  reward  quality  and 
widen  access." 

Figures  on  Tuesday  showed  that 
Oxford  still  had  much  to  do  to 
attract  more  students  from  state 


schools.  Just  41.6  per  cent  of  places 
went  io  state  schools,  compared 
with  43.6  last  year  and  down  on  the 
43  per  cent  of  offers  won  by  stare- 
educated  pupils.  At  Cambridge.  45 
per  cent  of  this  year's  new  students 
came  from  state  schools.  It  has  set  a 
target  of  two-thirds  of  students 
from  the  state  sector. 

A  deal  which  simply  diverts  the 

•  £35  million  away  from  the  colleges 

but  gives  the  universities  the  same 
amount  will  be  seen  as  a  compro¬ 
mise  by  Labour  MFs  who  wanted 
the  money  redistributed  through¬ 
out  all  universities.  One  senior  MP 
last  night  called  such  proposals  a 


"fudge".  Cambridge*  -Professor 
Broers  said:  "We  are  still  diking  to 
each  other  about  hots*  we  find  a 
way  of  preserving  the  excellence  of 
our  two  universities." 

Dr  Lucas.  Vice-Chancellor  of 
Oxford,  stressed  that  Mr  Bhmken 
had  repealed  bis  commitment  to 
that  aim."We  put  our  case  that  we 
have  unequalled  institutions  that 
provide  demonstrable  excdfence," 
he  said. 

Tire  universities  daim  the  £35 
million  gram  —  which  means 
Oxbridge  students  receive  £2,000 
more  stare  funding  per  head  than 
those  in  other  universities — is  vital 
to  preserve  academic  excellence 
and  the  tutorial  system  of 
teaching. 


Blair  gives 

six-month 
reprieve 
to  miners 

By  Nicholas  Watt  and  Christine  Buckley 


SEAN  DEMPSEY 


TONY  BLAIR  announced  a 
surprise  reprieve  for  the  coal 
industry  yesterday  in  an 
attempt  to  save  thousands  of 
mining  jobs. 

Amid  growing  concern 
about  the  threat  to  the  indus¬ 
try,  the  Prime  Minister  told 
the  Commons  that  Britain's 
three  main  power  generators 
had  agreed  with  RJB  Mining, 
the  main  privatised  producer, 
to  take  coal  until  the  middle  of 
June  next  yea r.  Their  contracts 
were  due  to  end  in  March, 
which  had  threatened  5.000 
jobs  and  eight  pits. 

To  cheers  from  the  Labour 
benches,  Mr  Blair  said:  “This 
will  allow  the  UK  deep-mine 
coal  industry  to  continue  pro¬ 
duction  a!  present  levels  with¬ 
out  immediate  redundancies 
or  pit  closures." 

The  Prime  Minister  said 
that  the  Government  would 
use  the  six-month  delay  to 
carry  out  a  wide-ranging  re¬ 
view  of  Britain's  energy  re¬ 
quirement.  Mr  Blair's 
intervention  during  Prime 
Minister's  Questions  was  the 
second  time  in  a  week  that  he 
has  acted  to  protect  the  coal 
industry.  Exactly  a  week  be¬ 
fore  —  also  at  Commons 
Questions  —  Mr  Blair  an¬ 
nounced  a  halt  to  the  building 
of  gas-fired-  power  stations 
because  he  said  that  he  was 
determined  to  protect  the  coal 
industry. 

The  move  was  designed  to 


fend  off  a  backbench  revolt 
after  scores  of  Labour  MPs 
complained  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  was  in  danger  of  presid¬ 
ing  over  the  demise  of  the  coal 
industry.  The  MPS  demanded 
a  equably  for  coal  and  called 
on  the  Government  to  stop  the 
“dash  for  gas"  that  is 
jeopardising  the  future  of  the 
coal  industry. 

Mr  Blair  made  the  an¬ 
nouncement  yesterday  after 
Michael  Clapham.  the  Labour 
MP  for  Barnsley  West  and 
Peni stone,  said  that  the  coal 
mining  industry  was  facing  a 
crisis.  Underlining  the  depth 
of  feeling  on  me  Labour 
backbenches.  Mr  Clapham 
asked  the  Prime  Minister  to 
look  at  a  number  of  short-term 
measures,  including  a  re¬ 
straint  on  open-cast  mining 
and  an  increase  the  genera¬ 
tors*  obligation  to  stock  more 
coal. 

Despite  the  welcome  on  the 
Labour  benches,  the  Prime 
Minister’s  announcement  was 
dismissed  by  Arthur  Scargill. 
the  President  of  the  National 
Union  of  Mineworkers,  as  no 
more  than  a  repeat  of  the 
temporary  moratorium  on 
coal  closures  announced  by 
Michael  Hesdrine  in  1992 
after  the  uproar  over  the  plans 
to  shut  pits.  Mr  Scargill.  who 
appeared  before  the  Com¬ 
mons  Trade  and  Industry 
Select  Committee  hours  after 
Mr  Blair's  announcement. 


No  questions 
for  Robinson 
until  new  year 

By  Nicholas  Watt  and  Chris  Ayres 


Arthur  Scargill:  said  that  the  move  was  no  more  than  a  temporary  moratorium 


said:  "It  is  only  a  stay  of 
execution.  It  only  lasts  12 
weeks.  What  this  industry 
needs  is  long-term  security." 

Mr  Scargill  said  that  by 
endorsing  a  free  market  in 
energy  “the  new  Labour  Gov¬ 
ernment  has  betrayed  Brit¬ 
ain’s  miners  and  mining 


communities".  He  condemned 
the  Government*  approval  of 
live  new  gas  stations  since  the 
election  as  “disgusting  and  a 
complete  betrayal  of  every 
commitment  given  by 
Labour." 

However,  the  Energy  Min¬ 
ister,  John  Battle,  said  that  the 


Government  was  taking 
strong  action  to  defend  the 
coal  industry.  In  addition  to 
the  six-month  reprieve,  the 
Government  was  also  insist¬ 
ing  that  the  power  generators 
offer  for  sale  to  RJB  Mining 
coal-fired  stations  that  they  no 
longer  require. 


MPs  will  have  to  wait  until  the 
new  year  before  they  can 
question  Geoffrey  Robinson, 
the  multimillionaire  Paymas¬ 
ter  General,  about  his  onshore 
financial  interests. 

As  Tony  Blair  was  forced  to 
defend  the  beleaguered  minis¬ 
ter  for  the  second  time  in  a 
week,  it  emerged  that  Mr 
Robinson  will  hot  have  to 
appear  in  the  Commons  until 
January  15.  at  the  next  session 
of  Treasury  questions. 

Conservatives  accused  Mr 
Robinson  of  neglecting  his 
ministerial  duties  this  week 
when  he  threatened  to  sue  two 
Sunday  newspapers  that 
made  allegations  about  his 
financial  affairs. 

Tories  maintained  their  at¬ 
tacks  on  Mr  Robinson  yester¬ 
day  with  barbed  remarks 
'  about  him  in  the  Commons  at 
Prime  Minister's  Questions. 
John  Townend,  the  MP  for 
Yorkshire  East,  asked  Mr 
Blair  whether  it  was  tile 
“height  of  hypocrisy"  that  Mr 
Robinson  had  recently  penal¬ 
ised  middle-income  savers 
when  he  was  “a  beneficiary  in 
a  multimillion-pound  Chan¬ 
nel  Islands  trust".  Mr 
Townend  was  referring  to  the 
new  individual  Savings  Ac¬ 
counts,  launched  last  week  by 
Mr  Robinson,  which  will  re¬ 
place  the  Peps  and  Tessa 
schemes. 

Mr  Townend  said:  “Doesn't 
this  show  that  under  new 
Labour,  fat  cats  flourish.  Mid¬ 
dle  England  suffers?  You  say: 
‘Put  your  trust  in  me’  —  your 
ministers  put  their  trusts 
offshore!" 

Mr  Blair  said  that  Mr 
Townend*  facts  about  Mr 
Robinson  were  wrong  and  he 
added  that  tiie  new  savings 


scheme  would  benefit  six  mil¬ 
lion  people.  After  Prime  Min¬ 
ister’s  Questions,  Mr  Blair's 
Official  Spokesman  said  rhat 
the  Paymaster  General  was 
not  involved  in  tax  avoidance 
schemes:  "The  Paymaster 
General  has  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter’s  foil  support.  He  is  an  able 
and  efficient  Government 
minister." 

Mr  Blair  has  rallied  to  the 
defence  of  Mr  Robinson 
because  he  believes  that  the 
Paymaster  General  has  done 
nothing  wrong  and  because  he 
is  determined  that  such  a 
“high  calibre"  businessman 
should  have  a  role  in 
Government. 

Mr  Robinson's  career  has 
not  been  without  problems. 
His  lavish  lifestyle  and  enor¬ 
mous  wealth  point  to  a  highly 
successful  career  in  industry, 
but  his  two  most  senior  posit¬ 
ions  came  to  an  abrupt  end. 
The  minister's  career  also 
brought  him  into  contact  with 
one  of  Britain's  most  notorious 
fraudsters,  die  late  Robert 
Maxwell.  He  became  director 
of  several  companies  ultimate¬ 
ly  owned  by  Maxwell. 

Mr  Robinson,  still  has  con¬ 
nections -to-  Mr  Maxwell's 
former  empire,  and  is  current¬ 
ly  the. only  director  of  Hollis 
Industries,. now  in  the  hiands. 
of  an  administrator.-  ■"  v  :  * 

Mr  Robinson's  connections 
1o  Mr  Maxwell  affected  his 
company  TranSTec  and  the 
company's  share  price  halved 
in  value  to  45p  from  1993  to 
1994.  If  was  at  this  time  that 
Mr  Robinson  decided  to  stand 
down  as  chief  executive,  and 
was  replaced  by  Richard  Carr. 
This  shake-up  could  have  been 
prompted  by  other  TransTec 
shareholders. 


Tony  Poppins  at  bay 


Continued  from  page  1 
and,  again,  “that  is  simply  not 
right" 

To  Phil  Willis  (Lib-Dem. 
Harrogate  &  Kna  res  borough): 
“that  is  just  nonsense.1' 

To  Laurence  Robinson  (G 
Tewkesbury):  “We  have  kept 
every  single  promise.  Yes  we 
have."  And  to  John  Townend 
(C.  E  Yorks):  “on  the  facts  he  is 
wrong." 

Ms  Abbott  was  devastating: 
a  sweet  moment  for  a  woman 
humiliated  by  Labour  orders 
that  she  avoid  all  contact  with 
the  press  during  the  last 
general  election  campaign. 
"How  does  he  justify  ...r 
Abbot  began,  almost  whisper¬ 
ing.  Ms  Abbott’s  voice  has 
never  been  quieter  nor 
reached  so  far. 

By  now  Mr  Blair  was  rat¬ 
tled.  His  answers  became 
longer  and  looser.  He  looked 


exasperated.  Paddy  Ashdown 
twisted  the  knife,  reopening 
another  wound.  How  about 
closing  tax  loopholes  like  off¬ 
shore  trusts,  he  asked,  using 
the  proceeds  to  rescue  bene¬ 
fits?  "Why  ask  the  pcwr  to  pay 
for  the  poor?" 

That  is  simply  not  right," 
bleated  the  Prime  Minister, 
above  the  hubbub.  Tories, 
outnumbered  two  to  one  by 
Labour,  made  more  noise 
than  the  muted  cheers  of  the 
government  benches.  When 
Hague  mentioned  ministerial 
resignations  this  had  been 
news  to  many,  who  turned, 
puzzled,  to  each  other,  mouth¬ 
ing  “who?" 

But  if  the  calm  around  Ms 
Abbott  spoke  volumes,  so,  did 
die  agitation  with  which  Mr 
Blair  grasped  at  a  curious 
tactic.  He  started  listing  all  the 
things  he  had  done  which 


were  not  Tory  policies.  To 
delineate  the  territoiy  nor  in 
enemy  hands  sounds  insecure. 
It  was  noted  of  the  Emperor 
Franz  Josef  that  as  he  became 
more  embattled,  his  official 
title  grew,  finally  reciting  ev¬ 
ery  land,  however  minor,  of 
which  he  was  lord. 

When  Blair  was  reduced  to 
saying  he  thought  Tinky 
Winky  a  better  Treasury 
Spokesman  for  the  Liberal 
Democrats  than  the  one  they 
had,  we  sniffed  a  serious  loss 
of  Prime  Ministerial  cool. 

But  a  thought  more  encour¬ 
aging  for  Mr  Blair  occurs.  I 
was  reminded  yesterday  of 
Commons  scenes  and  resigna¬ 
tions  during  the  first  years  of 
Margaret  Thatcher’s  premier¬ 
ship.  She  sounded  shaky,  but 
she  stuck  to  her  guns.  And 
some  of  us  came  to  regret  our 
little  mutinies. 


Calls  for  lamb  to  be  induded 


Continued  from  page  I 
mittee's  recommendation. 
“This  would  cut  a  swathe 
through  lamb  sales  and  have  a 
significant  impact  on  the  in¬ 
dustry,"  John  Fuller,  the  feder¬ 
ation's  director,  said. 

The  reasoning  behind  the 
Brussels’  proposal  is  that  BSE 
might  have  passed  to  sheep 
through  contaminated  feed 
and  be  disguised  as  scrapie,  a 
very  similar  brain  condition 
that  has  been  present  in  sheep 
for  centuries  without  harming 
humans.  The  Government* 
Spongiform  Encephalopathy 
Advisory  Committee  has  long 
accepted  that  this  is  a  theoreti¬ 
cal  risk,  and  tests  have  so  far 
found  no  evidence  of  BSE  in 
sheep.  The  committee  recom¬ 
mended  last  year  that  the 
Government  should  ban  con¬ 
sumption  of  the  spinal  cords 
and  brains  of  sheep,  but  only 


MAIN  AREAS  OF  LAMB  PRODUCTION 


Hguras  In  tonnes 


from  those  over  12  months  old. 
Nearly  all  lamb  sold  in  shops 
is  from  animals  younger  than 
that.  But  the  committee  said 
this  week  that  it  saw  no  reason 
for  banning  lamb  on  the  bone. 


Professor  Richard  Lacey,  a 
leading  microbiologist  who 
was  among  the  first  scientists 
to  raise  the  alarm  about  beef, 
said  last  night  that  he  could 
see  no  danger  from  lamb  and 


described  the  Brussels  propos¬ 
als  as  “wildly  over  the  top", 
adding:  “I  would  like  to  see  all 
of  the  scientific  data  support¬ 
ing  scrapie  claims.  We  know 
that,  historically,  the  human 
being  is  not  vulnerable  to 
scrapie.  This  has  been  re¬ 
searched  for  decades  and  as 
far  as  I  am  aware,  under 
natural  conditions  BSE  has 
not  spread  to  sheep.  It  can  be 
spread  under  experiments  but 
it  has  not  happened  under 
natural  conditions." 

The  Brussels  steering  com¬ 
mittee,  which  is  composed  of 
scientists  from  all  15  member 
stales,  was  set  up  under 
Emma  Bonino.  the  Consumer 
Health  Commissioner.  Its 
brief  is  to  give  advice  on  food 
risks  independently  of  the 
policy-making  committees 
that  come  under  the  EU* 
farm  directorate. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Move  to 
protect 
patient 
secrecy 

Patients  are  to  be  identified 
by  their  NHS  number,  rather 
than  name,  on  computer 
records  to  protect  the  confi¬ 
dentiality  of  infornudhnu 
Guiding  principles  for  en¬ 
suring  confidentiality  were 
issued  yesterday  after  a  re¬ 
port  drawn  up  for  the  Health 
Department  by  Dame  Fiona 
CaJdicott  of  Stanerafle  Coll¬ 
ege,  Oxford.  The  British 
Medical  Association  had  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  that  patients’ 
names  and  addresses  were 
being  passed  nnneeessarQy 
to  organisations  and  groups 
within  the  NHS  not  involved 
in  the  patient*  care.  The 
BMA  welcomed  the  new 
guidelines. 

Nurses  at  risk 

Hospitals  must  prosecute 
anyone  who  attacks  Staff; 
Frank  Dobson,  the  Health 
Secretary,  said.  New  figures 
showed  that  nurses  are  five 
times  more  likely  to  be  as¬ 
saulted  than  the  rea  of  fee 
population. 

Jail  warning 

One  third  of  women*  jails 
needs  special  managerial  at¬ 
tention  to  cope  with  dtrotric 
problems  including,  over¬ 
crowding  and  poor  regimes, 
says  st  report  by  Sir  David- 
Ramsbotham.  the  chief  in¬ 
spector  of  prisons. 

Arson  conviction 

Mohammed  Kbafid.  37.  a  ij 
father  of  five,  planted  fire 
bombs  in  doorways  in  Keigh¬ 
ley,  West  Yorkshire,  daiming 
be  was  fighting  evil  forces. 
Bradford  Crown  Court  con¬ 
victed  him  of  arson  and  ad¬ 
journed  the  case  for  reports. 

Channel  switch 

France  will  soon  overtake 
Britain  for  the  second  biggest 
population  in  the  EU.  The 
British  total  is  dne  to  grow 
from  5Sj5  million  to  6t  mi¬ 
llion  by  2030  but  France  will 
overtake  it  by  about  2005 
because  of  a  lower  death  rate. 

GP  drowned 

A  coroner  recorded  an  open 
verdict  on  Nicholas  Brier  ley, 
48,  a  GP  under  investigation 
for  forging  patients'  signa¬ 
tures  in  a  £250,000  medical 
fraud.  He  drowned  in  his 
swimming  pool  at  Harston, 
Cambridgeshire. 

Cheaper  Egypt 

Tourist  visas  to  Egypt  will  be 
issued  free  for  the  next  three 
months  in  an  attempt  to  win 
hack  tourists  after  the  Luxor 
massacre.  AO  Egyptian  do¬ 
mestic  flights  mil  halve  fares 
for  tourists,  and  cruise  ships 
will  not  pay  port  charges. 
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boys  on  tour  bus 
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AN  ADULT  chorister  was 
racked  from  a  cathedral  choir 
because  he  had  offered  the  boy 

singers  £9  to  be  sick  on  a  tour 
bus  so  he  could  get  off  and 
have  a  cigarette. 

Gavin  Rogers-Bail,  30.  a 
talented  alto  with  the  Wells 
Cathedral  Choir,  was  also 
accused  of  reading  Private  Eye 
in  die  stalls  and  gossiping 
during  evensong,  an  industri¬ 
al  tribunal  was  told  yesterday. 

But  it  was  the  “act  of 
corruption''  on  the  journey 
home  to  Somerset  after  a 
performance  in  Germany  that 
led  to  his  dismissal  After  Mr  . 
Rogers-BaU  offered  a  £9  re¬ 
ward  to  anyone  who  would  be 
rick,  a  ten-year-old  treble 
vomited  in  the  back  of  the  bus. 

Mr  Rogers-BaU  initially  re¬ 
fused  to  pay  but  handed  over 
the  money  several  days  after 
the  boy's  fellow  pupils  at  Wells 
Cathedral  Junior  -  School 
threatened  to  go  on  strike. 

The  former  chorister,  who 
now  works  a$  an  icer  in  a  cake 
factory,  claims  he  was  unfairly 
dismissed  when  the  cathedral 
authorities  heard  of  the 
transaction. 

Mr  Rogers -Bali,  a  former 
pupil  of  Mulfield  School  and  a 
graduate  of  the  Royal  Acade¬ 
my  of  Music,  won  a  scholar¬ 
ship  to  Wells  Cathedral  in. 
August  1993.  In  return  for 
singing  with  the  48-strong 
choir,  he  received  £2500  a 
year,  free  food  and  accommo¬ 
dation  in  the  I3th-centuiy 
Vicars  Close  beside  the 
cathedral. 

Canon  Paul  de  Neufvflle 
Lucas,  the  Precentor  of  Wells 
Cathedral,  told  the  tribunal  in 
Bristol  that  the  chorister  made 
his  offer  during  the  long  coach 
journey  in  June  1996.  “I  felt 
the  applicant's  suggestion' to 
the  choristers  was  inappropri¬ 
ate.  He  had  behaved  irrana- 
tureiy  and  irresponsibly. 
Offering  a  payment  of  £9  -was 
an  artofcorruptibn.  • 

“The  boy's  mother  said  she 
was  deeply  distressed  by  what 
happened.  She  said  he  was  a- 
very  impressionable  ..young 
boy.  She  said  she  did  not  want  - 
him^toigrowupfoinkinghe 
could  gain  financially  from 
such  acts  of  folly  "  Canon 


By  Simon  de  Bruxelles 


Lucas  said  the  cathedral  had 
taken  foe  decision  to  dismiss. 
Mr  Rbgers-Ball  after  the  boy’s 
headmaster  at  Wells  Cathe¬ 
dral  Junior  School  requested 
iL  He  added:  “The  incident  on 
the  coach  was  one  of  many 
factors  that  led  me  to  foe 
conclusion  that  his  scholar¬ 
ship  should  come  to  an  end.  In 
1994. 1  received  two  letters  of: 
complaint  about.  Gavin,  one 
from  a  member  of  foe  govern¬ 
ing  body  and  one  from  a  rural 
dean.  . 

“They  said  that  during  an 
ordination  service  they  had 
both  seen  him  reading  a-cppy 
of  Private  Eye. 

“During  an  ordination  ser¬ 
vice  large  numbers  of  the 
dergy  rit  in  foe  cathedral  and 
we  are  open  to  scrutiny.  It  is 
important  to  show  respecL 
Reading  Private  Eye  is  certain¬ 
ly  disrespectful,  as  would 


reading-  any  other  magazine 
be  for  that  matter.  I  also 
received  complaints  that  the 
applicant  had  been  talking  in 
evensong  in  1995. 

“There  were  also  a  number 
erf  complaints  in  Vicar’s  Close 
about  his  fiat  Our.  former 
choirmaster  once  had  to  tele¬ 
phone  him  in  foe  early  hours 
to  complain  about  noise.  We 


had  no  criddsm  of  his  alaJIty 
as  a  choral  scholar.  He  has  a 
very  good  voice  and  is  a 
talented  musician."  - 

Mr  Ragers-Bail.  of  Ever- 
creech.  Somerset,  said  his 
request  on  the  coach  was  only 
a  joke  and  not  intended  to  be 
taken  seriously.  “We  were 
travelling  back  from  Ger¬ 
many.  It  was  about  11pm  and 
the  men  of  foe  choir  were  in 
high  spirits.  Some  had  been 
drinking,  though  not  myself, 
and  we  were  all  saying  we 
were  dying  for  a  cigarette. 

“As  a  joke  I  said  it  would  be 
a  good  idea  for  one  of  the  boys 
to  be  side  and  the  men  could 
stomp  up  a  sum  of  money. 
There  was  no  immediate  reac¬ 
tion  but  some  minutes  later 
one  of  foe  boys  came  (town  to 
the  back  and  said  one  of  them 
had  been  sick." 

He  added:  “I  met  some  of 
the  boys  from  the  football 
team  and  they  said  as  the  lad 
had  been  sick  I  should  pay  up. 

“1  then  bumped  into  some 
junior  school  pupils  just  be¬ 
fore  choir  practice  and  they 
said  they  would  go  on  strike  if 
I  did  not  pay.  I  realised  this 
would  not  stop  so  1  decided  to 
pay  him  £9  after  evensong." 

“I  also  gave  him  a  teddy 
bear  I  had  won  at  the  Wells 
Fair  and  a  note  telling  him  he 
had  carried  out  a  truly  gutsy 
performance.  An  awful  lot  of 
boo-hah  has  been  made  about 
this  but  at  die  time  1  said  it  on 
the  coach,  it  was  just  a  joke." 

Gerald  Butler,  a  former 
vicar  principal  at  the  cathe¬ 
dral.  said  Mr  Rogers-Ball  had 
done  nothing  wrong  but  was 
disliked  by  elders  at  the 
church.  He  said:  “When  I 
heard  Gavin  had  been  sacked 
my  reaction  was  one  of  incre¬ 
dulity.  1  felt  the  remark  made 
by  Gavin  on  foe  coach  was 
just  a  joke.  But  this  is  a  remin¬ 
der  that  even  remarks  made  in 
jest  can  have  repercussions. 

“I  knew  the  Precentor  did 
not  like  Gavin  but  I  got  in 
touch  with  him  to  request  a 
meeting.  The  Precentor  told 
me  Gavin  ought  to  grow,  up 


Actors  in  the  reconstruction  waiting  on  the  clifftop 


Film  crew  for 


rescue  senes 


•-  >  •  <ri-r 


Hr1: 


forced  to  dial 
999  for  help 


By  Simon  de  Bruxelles 
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Rogers-BaU-  had  read 
Private  Eye  in  the  stalls 


and  ought  to  find  a  < 
himselL"  •  • 


a  career  for 


The.  tribunal’s  decision  will 
be  delivered  later. 


A  Royal  Navy  helicopter  winching  up  members  of  foe  BBC  unit  cot  off  by  foe  tide 


A  BBC  crew  filming  a  recon¬ 
struction  for  ihe  real  life 
rescue  series  999  had  to  be 
rescued  itself  yesterday.  A 
naval  helicopter  and  coast¬ 
guard  cliff  rescue  teams  re¬ 
trieved  the  six  men  and  three 
inshore  lifeboatmen  from  a 
Cornish  beach  after  they  be¬ 
came  trapped  by  the  tide. 

They  were  recreating  the 
experience  of  a  family  that 
became  stock  on  the  ISOft  cliffs 
at  Whipsiderry  beach,  near 
Newquay,  in  March.  A  coast¬ 
guard  spokesman  said:  “As 
the  Newquay  inshore  lifeboat 
approached  the  beach  during 
foe  filmed  reconsmiction,  the 
engine  failed  and  the  boat 
went  aground.  The  occupants 
became  stranded  on  the  beach 
and  were  cut  off  by  the  tide." 

The  lifeboatmen.  a  BBC 
cameraman  and  a  climber 
taking  part  in  foefilming  were 
lifted  to  safety  by  a  Royal 
Navy  helicopter-  Other  mem¬ 
bers  of  foe  film  crew  were 
winched  up  by  the  coastguard 
team  that  had  earlier  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  reconstruction. 
Neither  Michael  Buerk  nor 
any  other  of  the  show’s  pre¬ 
senters  was  present. 

Simon  Rabbetts.  a  coast¬ 
guard  watch  officer,  said: 
“This  was  a  textbook  rescue. 
We  are  sure  the  resulting  film 
will  reflea  foe  speedy  and 
efficient  manner  in  wluch  foe 
film  crew  and  lifeboatmen 
were  evacuated  quickly  and 
safely."  A  BBC  spokeswoman 


said:  “It  was  always  part  of 
our  plan  that  the  999  team 
would  be  taken  off  the  beach 
by  the  lifeboat  but  there  was  a 
back-up  if  conditions  were  not 
suitable,  which  was  for  them 
to  be  winched  up  the  cliff. 

“There  was  no  danger  to  the 
999  crew,  the  actors  taking 
pan  in  the  reconstruction  or  to 
foe  emergency  services  in¬ 
volved,  and  we  would  tike  to 
stress  that  the  crew  were  not 
caught  out  by  the  tide." 

The  reconstruction  had  in¬ 
cluded  a  helicopter  from  RAF 
Chivenor  in  Devon  which  was 
called  away  on  another  mis¬ 
sion  before  a  mobile  phone 
call  alerted  foe  Falmouth 
coastguard  to  the  real  life 
drama. 

Two  cliff  rescue  teams  and  a 
helicopter  from  RNAS  Culd- 
rose.  Cornwall,  were  dis¬ 
patched.  Newquay's  main 
lifeboat  attended  and  a  third 
Sea  King  helicopter  returning 
from  an  earlier  mission  acted 
as  a  message  relay. 

In  March,  Jeremy  Wood¬ 
ward.  a  holidaymaker,  slipped 
while  climbing  cliffs  in  the 
cove.  His  partner,  Janette 
Campbell-Johnston.  and  14- 
year-old  son.  Theo,  scrambled 
towards  him  across  foe  rocks 
but  were  cut  off  by  foe  tide. 

Three  lifeboatmen,  Jeremy 
Griffiths.  Gareth  Homer  and 
Martyn  Snell,  risked  their 
lives  to  save  them.  They  are  to 
receive  the  thanks  of  foe  RNLJ 
inscribed  on  vellum. 


<  Fastest  driver  in  I  Oarsman  hailed 


court  hit  154mph  for  brave  voyage 


By  Kevin  Eason,  motoring  editor 


From  Mark  Sovstcr  in  Barbados 


A  MOTORIST,  putting  his 
new  Aston  Martin  through  its 
paces  on  the  M5  recorded  the 
fastest  ever  speeding  offence 
by  a  car.  Anthony  Fear  was 
clocked  ar:  I54mph  in  the 
ES5.000  DB7. 

When  Fear  was  stopped  fay 
police,  he  claimed  the  speed¬ 
ometer  read  I30mph,  jrtagis- 
1 1  rates  at  CuHcanpton.' Devon, 
were  told.  But  PC  Robert  Kew, 
who  was  operating  a 
handheld  laser  gun  at  junction 
28  of  the  M5  with  PC  Roy 
Janies,  said  in  a  written  state¬ 
ment  “We  saw  a  large  sports 
car  going  well  in  excess  of  the 
speed  limit  and  the  speed' was 
checked  at  I54mph.  When  we 
saw  the  reading,  foe  air  in  our 
vehide  turned  blue."  - 

Fear,  an  unmarried  father 
of  two  from  Canmngton  in 
Somerset,  said  he  only  put  his 
toot  down  on  the  throttle  for 
five  or  six  seconds.  “It  only 
takes  about  six  seconds  for  an. 


Aston  Martin  to  go  from 
7Qmph  to  15Gmph.  i  really  did 
not  realise  how  fast  the  car 
would  go.  It  wasn’t  explained 
to  roe  when  l  bought  it" .  - 

The  magistrates  banned 
=  him  for  right  months  for 
:  speeding  and  fined  him  £750 
•  with  £30  costs. 

Fear's  154mph  in  June  has 
only  officially  been  beaten  fay 
Anthony  Pearce  in  January. 
1995,  when  fae  wassaid to  have . 
been  docked  at  178.9mph. 
That  was  on  his  900cc  Honda 
Fireblade  motorcycle,  one  of 
foe  most  powerful  in  the 
world. 

Fear  topped  foe  previous 
fastest  official  car  speed  by 
*'• Imph-  Arfiille  Mizaotta,  who 
was  recorded  bypoficedriving 
a  BMW  M5  oh  the  M4  ai 
I53mph.\  was  ;  charged  with 
dangerous’  driving.  For  the 
more  serious  offence  he  was 
jailed  few  six  months  and 
.  banned  for  four  years.. 


A  BRITISH  oarsman  has 
completed  a  two-month  trans¬ 
atlantic  trip,  in  a  rowing  boat 
He  overcame  a  series  of 
disasters,  including  the  loss 
of  Us  crewmate  with  a  back 


injury. 

John  Searson.  35.  whose 
coffeagne  withdrew  seven 
days  after  they  had  left  Tener¬ 
ife,  was  expected  in  Barbados 
last  night  alter  being  pursued 
by  sharks,  hit  in  the  chest  by 
fiying  fish,  and  experiencing 
st  boat-equipment  foil  ore. 
His  feat  of. endurance  in  com¬ 
pleting  foe  2.500  miles  across 
the  Atlantic  was  hailed  by  one 
of  foe  race  organisers  as  an 
cpfr  achievement  of  physical 
and  mental  courage. 

However,  despite  arriving 
an  unofficial  eighth,  his  boat 
has  been  disqualified  from 
foe  21-boai  race  because  it 
became  a  one-man  outfit 

Searson.  a  metereo logical 
officer  from  Jersey,  dewed 


to  cany  on  after  his  friend. 
Carl  Clinton,  was  forced  to 
retire  after  fracturing  his 
spine  in  an  accident  on  foe 
Commodore  S  hipping  on  Oc¬ 
tober  19. 

Mr  Clinton,  a  hospital 
consultant  said  yesterday:  “1 
assumed  that  John  would 
have  to  give  op.  But  minutes 
before  the  rescue  boat  came 
to  get  me,  he  said:  'I'm  going 
on  on  my  own.  I’m  happy 
bobbing  around  on  my  own. 
If  I  went  back  I  would  only 
have  to  go  back  to  work.*”  . 

Mr  Cfinton  added:  “I  was 
amazed  and  very  concerned. 
1  thought  1  might  never  see 
John  again.  What  he  has 
done  is  remarkable." 

Mr  Searson  will  have 
raised  more  than  £40.000 
towards  foe  cost  of  a  scanner 
for  Jersey  General  HospjtaL 
Last  night  his  parents,  girl¬ 
friend  and  welhvishers  went 
out  to  greet  him. 


Showdown  in  Paris  for  the  young 


t  coupler  who  played  truant  for  love 


By  Joanna  Bale 

and  Susan  Bell 


EENAGE  boy  antT  girt 
oh  away  from  boarding 
o|  for  a  romantic  trip 
:  been  tracked  down  m 
s/The  parents  of  foe  if? 
^rfds-OIga  Cattfcw  arid 
air  Tanner  were  yester- 
traveBmg  to  France  ,  to 
g  them  home, 
acheis.at  foe  £13.746*; 

Bryanston  School  in 
xtsaid  tftat  their  academ- 
td  dlsdplinetecDfds  were 
l  before  their  dirappear- 
;  and  it  has  not  yet  been 
led  whether  foe  sotfa- 
icre  will  be  disciplined, 
school  has  ao  uniform 


Found  safe:  Alistair  Tanner  and.  Olga  Caraew 


on’s  marketing 
dare  Price;  sakfc 
its  and  the  school 
cussing  what  fine 
:  taken  when  they 
t  is  not  something 
ptouW  want  our 

encouraged  to  do. 


TTiis  is  not  aprison,  pupils  foe 
aflowcd  ouT  at  cerfoin  times  as 
long  as  they  sign  out  III  this 
case;  they,  would  not  have 
beea.gfven  permissiaq  to  go 
to  Pans  without  their  parents’ 
consent"^  V 

-  Olga’s  fanrilylive  inMonte 
Carlo.'  and  Alistair's  father, 
Andrew  Tanner,  is  a  doctor  at 
North  Tees  General  Hospital, . 
Stocktoiwm-Tees.  Friends 
said  that  foe  couple  had  been 


planning  their  escapade  for 
some  tone  because  they  want? 
ed  to  spend  tone  together 
before  being  separated  aoring 
foe  Christmas  holidays.  • 

.  They  disappeared  on  Mon¬ 
day.  The  alarm  was- raised 
-when  a  member  of .  staff 
spotted  than  fo  foe.  nearby, 
town  of  Bfendfafd  Forum  as 
they  wait  .to  foe  bis  station.  It 
is  ibought  that  thccoupje  took 
n  bus  to  Salisbury.,  caught  a 


train  to  Portsmouth  and  then 
a  ferry  to  be  Havre  and 
another  train  to  take  than  to 
Paris. 

They  telephoned  school- 
friends  shortly  after  arriving 
m  Paris,  and  Alistair  called 
his  father,  who  was  said,  to 
have  been  “angry  and  disap¬ 
pointed"  at  their  behaviour 
The  school  said  that  they  were 
now  being  looked  after  fay 
Olga's  brother  and  his  wife  in 
Paris. 

Miis  Price  said:  “We  know 
exactly  where  they  are.  They 
are  safe  and  they  are  not 
sleeping  on  .the  streets  or 
anything,  .which  is  the  main 
thing.  It  is  now  a  matter  for 
their  parents,  who  are  going 
to  coifed  them." 

The  chairman  of  governors. 
Lord  Justice  Phillips,  declined 
to  comment  yesterday.  For¬ 
mer  pupils  at  Bryanston  in¬ 
clude  Lucian  Freud,  Philip  de 
Gkuwffle,  and  Sir  Terence 
Conran  and  his  son  Jasper. 
Sir  Terence  is  bow.  a 
governor. 
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woman  made  to 


Executive  who  was  undermined  by  a  network  of  men 
at  the  top  has  won  £234,000,  reports  Joanna  Bale 


I 


A  WOMAN  who  said  that  she 
was  made  to  feel  worthless  by 
3  network  of  male  colleagues 
was  yesterday  awarded  record 
damages  of  £234.000  for  sexu¬ 
al  aiscnimnaiion. 

Esther  McLaughlin.  46.  was 
appointed  as  a  £46.000-a-year 
assistant  director  of  finance, 
personnel  and  strategy  for 
social  services  in  the  London, 
borough  of  Southwark,  but 
was  moved  around  a  varietyof 
departments  over  two  years 
snd  then  made  redundant 
She  claimed  that  male  direc¬ 
tors  colluded  to  undermine 
her  position,  and  that  projects 
she  should  have  led  were 
allocated  to  others. 

The  award  by  an  industrial 
tribunal  is  the  largest  for 
sexual  discrimination  in  civil¬ 
ian  life.  Only  payouts'  by  the 
Ministry  of  Defence  to  women 
dismissed  for  pregnancy  were 
higher. 

Mrs  McLaughlin's  husband 
Charles,  a  computer  consul¬ 
tant  gave  evidence  of  her 
distress  at  the  tribunal  in 
Croydon.  Yesterday  she 
clutched  the  hands  of  her 
daughters  Kirsty,  18,  and 
Fiona,  14.  as  she  spoke  of  her 
fight  “1  want  my  girls  to  see 
that  this  is  not  normal  arid 
that  they  can  go  on  to  have 


careers'.  The  money  will  be 
invested  for  my.,  family’s 
future,  although  .my  daugh¬ 
ters  are  now  expanding  their 
Christmas  list.- 

She  now  earns  £18.000  as  a 
contracts  manager,  and  ac¬ 
cepts  that  ter  redundancy' 
meant  that  her  local-govern¬ 
ment  carter  was  over.  Her 
award  included  £218.65$  foe 
loss .  and  future  loss,  of  earn-  - 
ings,  £15,000  for  injury  to 
feelings,  and  aggravated  dam¬ 
ages  after  the  tribunal  criti¬ 
cised  the  Labour-run  council 
for  refusing  to  disclose  impor¬ 
tant  documents  in  the  case. 

Mis  McLaughlin,  of  South- 
gate,  North  London,  had 
worked  in  senior  positions  for 
Camden  Council  and  Grampi¬ 
an  District  Council  before 
joining  Southwark,  where  she 
became  ah  assistant  director 
in  1992.  She  said:  “I  was  made 
to  feel  that  I  had  no  contribu¬ 
tion  to  make  and  that  I  was 
basically  worthless. 

“L  felt  isolated.  It  was  like 
being  bullied  and  I  lost  my 
confidence,  A  year  before,  I 
had  achieved. an  MBA.  They 
picked  on  me  simply  because  1 
was  not  part  of  the  long- 
established  jnale  network  of 
directors. " 

After  being  made  redundant 


m  November  1994,  she  was 
unemployed  for  six  months 
before  taking  a  temporary  job 
as  a  filing  cleric.  She  said:  “I 
slid  a  long  way  down  the 
greasy  pole,  rr$  a  highly 
competitive  market  :l  - now 
have  to  accept  the  feet  that  I 
will  not  be  able  to  continue  my 
career  in  local  government  for 
which  I  trained.  This  case  has 
taken  three  years  and  it  has 
been  a  long  struggle:** 

-  Michele  Sedgwick  of  the 
Unison  union,  which  backed 
the  case,  said:  “This  should 
highlight  to  employers  that  it 
is  no  good  having  an  equal 
opportunities  policy  if  they  do 
not  address  what  is  actually 
going  on  in  the  workplace.” 
No  derision  was  made  on  a 
further  daim  for  unfair  dis¬ 
missal,  which  rests  an  file. 

.  Southwark  Council  said  h 
planned  to  appeal,  and  added: 
The  judgment  is  based  upon 
a  technicality  and  we  have 
compelling  evidence  to  show 
she  was  treated  as  fairly  as  all 
other  employees  affected  by 
restructuring.  We  dispute  the 
excessive  award  for  loss  of 
earnings,  particularly  for  an 
individual  who  is  well  quali¬ 
fied  and  should  be  more  than 
capable  of  finding  work  in  the 
open  market.” 


Esther  McLaughlin  yesterday:  “I  want  my  daughters  to  see  that  they  can  have  careers” 


h 


By  Ruth  Gledhill 

A  RECTOR  who  sheltered  a  clergyman 
convicted  of  sexually  abusing  boys  was 
yesterday  accused  of  double  standards  . 
by  his  parishioners. 

Three  members  of  the  parochial 7 
church  council  of  Lighlhome.  Warwick- 
sltire,  have  resigned  in  protest  and  the. 
church's  nativity  play  is  in  jeopardy. 
Canon  Roger  Williams,  rector  of  St 
Laurence,  Ughthome,  offered  shelter  to  . 
an  old  friend  on  his  release  from  prison. 
Canon  Williams,  60,  was  criticised  for 


pleading  for  forgiveness  for  Canon 
Terence  Knight,  a  former  member  of  toe 
General  Synod,  yet  refusing,  to  let 
divorced  people  marry  in  his  church, 
.The  tranquility  pf  the  village  has 
been  shattered  by  the  rector’s  decision 
to  take  in  Canon  Knight  on  his  release 
from  prison  last  Friday.  Canon  Knight, 
59,  a  former  priest  at  St  Saviour's 
Church,  Stans  haw,  Portsmouth,  had 
served  21.  months  of  a  3Vyear  sentence 
imposed  at  Winchester  Crown  Cburt  in 
March. .last  year.  He  had  admitted 
indecently  assaulting  boys  aged  from  II 


to  14  after  inviting  them  to  his  home  and 
plying  them  with  alcohol  over  a  decade 
up  tb  1985. 

At  the  time,  the  Church  of  England 
was  criticised  ’  for  allowing  him  to 
remain  in  the.  ministry,  in  spite  of 
knowing  about  his  offences.  He  has  still 
not  been  deprived  of  his  holy  orders. 

The  two  dergy  became  friends  at 
Lichfield  Theological  College  in  I960 
and  Canon  Knight  stayed  at  the 
lighthorne  rectory  while  lie  was  await¬ 
ing  trial.  However,  he  left  the  modem 
rectory  on  Monday  night  after  protests 


from  same  villagers.  Samantha  Lloyd, 
31.  the  mother  of  two  boys,  has  resigned 
from  the  parochial  church  council  and 
has  begun  attending  a  neighbouring 
church. 

Mrs  Lloyd,  who  was  baptised  in  St 
Laurences,  was  angered  by  the  rector's 
decision  to  invite  Canon  Knight  into  his 
home  without  consulting  parishioners. 
She  is  also  hurt  that  the  rector  pleaded 
for  forgiveness  for  his  friend  but 
refused  her  permission  to  marry  in  the 
church  because  hex  husband,  Derek,  a 
fireman,  was  divorced.  “It  is  one  rule  for 


the  church  and  the  church's  people,  and 
another  rule  for  us."  she  said. 

John  Sharp,  church  co-warden  with 
Sir  Adam  Butler,  son  of  the  late  Rab 
Butler,  said:  “I  feel  sorry  for  Roger.  He 
was  doing  what  he  thought  was  the 
Christian  thing.  He  was  misguided ly 
helping  him  [Canon  Knight]  until  he 
could  get  himself  sorted  out. 

“The  trouble  is.  he  was  not  aware  of 
the  reaction  that  would  cause  among  the 
mums  of  the  village.  If  Roger  had 
talked  it  through  with  all  of  us  before, 
things  might  have  been  different” 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Hindley  ruling 
due  next  week 

Myra  Hindley  is  expected  to  learn  next  week 
whether  her  High  Court  challenge  to  over¬ 
turn  the  decision  that  she  must  die  in  prison 
has  been  successful  Edward  Fitzgerald,  QC. 
for  Hindley.  told  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  Lord 

Bingham  of  ComhiD,  silting  with  Mr  Justice 
Hooper  and  Mr  Justice  Asti]]:  “Effectively, 
this  is  the  last  chance  for  tins  applicant," 
Hindley.  55.  has  served  31  years.  She  was 
jailed  in  1966  for  the  murders  of  Lesley- Ann 
Downey,  10.  and  Edward  Evans.  1?._  A 
provisional  30-year  minimum  sentence  im¬ 
posed  in  1985  was  changed  to  a  “whole  life” 
sentence  in  1990  by  David  Waddingtou,  then 
Home  Secretary.  Jack  Straw  confirmed  the 
increase  earlier  this  year. 

Detective  charged 

Detective  Constable  Terence  McG  airiness,  39. 
based  at  Lunch  oust  police  station.  East  Lon¬ 
don,  and  two  former  police  officers,  Kevin 
Garner,  37,  of  Brentwood.  Essex,  and  Keith 
Green,  40.  of  Ilford,  Essex,  were  remanded  in 
custody  by  Bow  Street  magistrates,  charged 
with  conspiracy  to  supply  drags  and  bnrglary. 

MI6  evidence  secret 

Evidencr  of  damage  allegedly  caused  to  nat¬ 
ional  security  by  a  former  M16  officer's  un¬ 
lawful  disclosure  of  information  will  be 
heard  in  camera  when  he  is  sentenced  this 
month,  (be  Recorder  of  London  ruled.  Rich¬ 
ard  Tomlinson,  34.  has  admitted  passing  mat¬ 
erial  about  MI6  to  an  Australian  publisher. 

The  end  of  Finnish 

The  BBC  confirmed  yesterday  that  h  is  to 
dose  the  Finnish  department  of  the  World 
Service  at  the  end  of  the  month  after  57  years 
of  broadcasting.  The  World  Service  no  longer 
broadcasts  on  short  wave  to  Finland  bnt 
makes  news  and  analysis  programmes  that  it 
sells  to  domestic  stations. 

Puppies  poisoned 

Three  young  children  have  found  their  two 
Labrador  puppies  poisoned.  Three  adult 
dogs  belonging  to  the  Owen  family  of 
Southery.  Norfolk,  also  died.  Police  believe 
(be  dogs  may  have  been  fed  a  mixture  of  food 
and  poison  to  end  their  barking.  A  man  aged 
73  was  arrested  and  released  on  police  baft. 

Santa  cuts  heating  bill 

Staff  at  an  engineering  firm  have  been 
ordered  to  wear  Santa  Claus  hoods  over  the 
festive  period.  Tt  keeps  employees’  heads 
warm  and  saves  on  heating  bins,"  said  Brian 
Campbell  bead  of  W.  Campbell  St  Son.  in 
Hull  who  is  wearing  a  hood,  as  is  die  works 
dog.  "It’s  a  great  way  of  lifting  morale.” 
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Railway 
restores 
the  three 
classes 

By  Robin  Young 


FDR  the  first  time  since 
1912  a  rail  company  is  to 
offer  three  classes  of  ser¬ 
vice  on  its  trains. 

The  Derby-based  Mid¬ 
land  Mainline  yesterday 
reintroduced  the  service, 
with  dasses  no  longer 

described  by  those  socially 

divisive  descriptions,  first. 

second  and  third,  bat  in¬ 
stead  premier,  business 
and  standard. 

Hie  premier  class  ser¬ 
vice  indudes  five  car 
parking,  priority  t  de¬ 
phone  booking,  compli¬ 
mentary  meals  and  drinks 
served  by  a  personal  stew¬ 
ard  at  passengers’  seats, 
free  newspapers  and  mag¬ 
azines.  and  onward  travel 
by  Underground.  Tickets, 
which  went  on  sale  yester¬ 
day.  cost  the  same  as  a 
former  First  Class  Open. 

The  service  wBl  be  of¬ 
fered  From  January  5  on 
trains  between  London  St 
Pan  eras  and  Nottingham. 
Derby,  Leicester  and 
Sheffield  on  weekdays. 

Business  dass  travellers 
during  the  week  will  be 
greeted  on  the  platform 
and  given  seats  either  in 
first-doss  or  in  a  specially 
segregated  standard 
coacb.  A  business-class 
menu  will  be  available  for 
an  extra  charge. 


Schoolgirls  set  up 
company  to  do 
undercover  work 


By  Philip  Delves  Broughton 


A  CLASS  of  schoolgirls  has  ser 
up  a  company  to  make  and 
market  a  fashion  item  that 
combines  novelty  with  utility: 
knickers  with  pockets. 

The  lower  sixth  form  of 
,  Tiffin  Girls*  School  in  Kings¬ 
ton.  southwest  London,  hav¬ 
ing  grown'  tired  of  having 
nowhere  to  stow  their  money 
and  keys  when  heading  out  for 
die  evening  in  their  party 
dresses,  devised  an  alternative 
to  asking  boys  to  look  after 
their  things  or  leaving  diem  in 
their  handbags. 

There  is  already  interest  in 
the  pocket  pants  from 
Ben  tails,  the  department 
store,  and  the  girls  want  to  set 
up  stalls  at  railway  stations  to 
sell  their  wares.  Urey  see  the 
market  for  the  knickers  as  13- 
to-23-year-oIds;  the  items  are 
unlikely  to  have  much  appeal 
for  die  more  mature  woman. 

Sharon  Brennan.  16.  the 
marketing  director,  formed 
Taboo,  the  Tiffin  girls’  com¬ 
pany.  along  with  her  IS  class¬ 
mates  under  a  young  enter¬ 
prise  scheme  whidi  teaches 
schoolchildren  abour  busi¬ 
ness.  They  raised  their  £250 
seed  money  by  selling  25p 
shares  to  friends  and  parents. 
Their  first  £100  profit  is  al¬ 
ready  in  the  bank. 

Miss  Brennan  said:  “Every 
girl  needs  pockets  in  her 


Brennan:  becoming  a 
businesswoman  at  16 

pants.  When  girls  go  to  dubs 
and  parties  wearing  'skimpy 
things  without  pockets."  says 
Miss  Brennan,  “they  put  their 
handbags  in  doakrooms  but 
want  somewhere  to  put  emer¬ 
gency  notes,  keys,  ticket, 
condoms." 

The  girls  in  question  have 
neither  the  money  nor,  so  far. 
the  poise  to  be  able  to  resort  to 
the  sort  of  handbag  that  can 
hang  from  a  forearm,  provid¬ 
ing  both  adornment  and  stor¬ 
age  space  while  not  interfering 
with  the  more  exriting  party 
activties. 

The  Taboo  company  buys 
simple  cotton  bikini  bottoms 
in  blade,  white,  rose  and  pink 
from  a  wholesaler,  and  the 


girls  themselves  sew  cm  the 
pockets  —  either  a  small 
pocket  on  the  hip  or.  a  bigger 
one  at  the  back.  The  pockets 
are  for  folding  tickets  or 
money,  and  maybe  the  odd 
key.  Anything.  larger  would 
produce  an  unsightly  bulge. 

The  cotton  pocket  pants, 
which  crane  in  a  ribbon- 
fastened  plastic  pouch,  retail 
ar  £3.  A  version  in  92  per  cent 
cotton  and  8  per  cent  Lycra  is 
available  for  E250.  For  E5,  the 
1  cotton  range  will  have  hand- 
sewn  daisies,  or  Chinese  drag¬ 
ons,  Union  Jades,  photo¬ 
graphs  of  pop  stars,  and  pic¬ 
tures  of  mends  —  although 
that  does  make  one  wonder 
what  kind  of  friend  would  put 
a  picture  of  you  on  their 
underwear. 

Next  on  the  company^  list 
are  G-strings.  Said  Sharon: 
“You  want  to  look  good  with¬ 
out  a  VPL— visible  panty  line.. 
So  we’ve  designed  patterned 
G-strings  with  a  high  leg  and 
low  waist 

“We  decided  that  what*s 
wanted  now  is  feminine  un¬ 
derwear.  The  tomboy  look  is 
definitely  out.  Girls  want  to 
know  that  what  they're  wear¬ 
ing  looks  nice  and  is 
comfortable." 

A  spokeswoman  at  the 
school  said:  “We  think  they're 
doing  a  great  job.” 


Primaiy 


The  knickers- with-pockets  created  by  Taboo,  the  Tiffin  schoolgirls’  company 


By  David  Charter 
EDUCATION  CORRESPONDENT 

PRIMARY  schools  should  dis¬ 
play  contact  numbers  for  drug 

advice  agencies  so  that  child 
addicts  can  seek  help,  the 
National  Association  of  Head 
Teachers  said  yesterday. 

Pupils  as  young  as  five  were 
arriving  at  school  with  greater 
knowledge  of  drugs  than  their 
teachers  and  needed  profes¬ 
sional  advice,  it  said  in  a  12- 
page  advice  document  being 
sent  to  every  school.  Heads 
were  told  not  to  use  heavy- 
handed  measures  such  as 
drug  tests,  adopted  by  a 
growing  number  of  indepen¬ 
dent  schools. 

The  association  also  said 
that  schools  should  never  at¬ 
tempt  to  search  pupils, 
because  of  the  danger  of 
claims  of  assault.  Only  par¬ 
ents  or  polioe  should  be  asked 
to  search  children. 

Liz  Paver,  president  of 
NAHT  and  head  of  Intake 
Primaiy  School  in  Doncaster. 
South  Yorkshire,  said  the  days 
when  primary  schools  were 
free  of  drugs  had  gone:  “Many 
children  live  in  communities 
where  drug  abuse  is  rife.  They 
come  to  school  educated  abour 
drugs  beyond  the  knowledge 
of  their  teachers. 

“Some  children  in  some 
areas  are  coming  into  schools 
displaying  disturbing  behav¬ 
iour.  There  are  seven,  eight 
and  nine-year-olds  abusing 
solvents  regularly  in  gangs." 
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Hanged  student 
led  secret  life 


By  Adam  Fresco 


A  UNIVERSITY  student  who 
failed  his  first-year  exams  but 
continued  to  live  as  a  student 
hanged  himself  after  his  par¬ 
ents  discovered  he  had  not  at¬ 
tended  lectures  for  almost  a 
year.  • 

James  Pope,  20,  joined 
Plymouth  University  in  Sep¬ 
tember  1095  for  a  BSc  comput¬ 
er  systems  network  course  but 
did  not  do  well  enough  to  stay 
on.  He  tried  to  switch  to  a 
business  course  hut  submitted 
rally  two  pieces  of  work  in¬ 
stead  Of  tile  t?  required  ^ 

He  went  home-  to  his  ptefv 
ents  in  High  Wycombe,  Buck¬ 
inghamshire,  during:  the 
holidays  and  they  believed  Tie 
was  happy  with  his  lift  as  a 
student  His  four  student 
flatmates  in  a  shared  house  in 
Plymouth  also  did  not  realise 
he  was  not  attending  lectures, 
because  he  bought  books  and 
appeared  to  study  at  home. 

He  was  last  seen  in  the 
business  school  in  November 
1996  fora  term  assessment  By 
June  this  year  the  university 
sent  a  letter  to  his  parents  with 


a  withdrawal  form  after  seven 
months  of  non-attendance. 

On  October  15  his  mother. 
Ursula,  contacted  the  univer¬ 
sity  and  his  secret  life  was  ex¬ 
posed.  She  was  left  in  “a  state 
of  d  is  belief’,  an  inquest  in 
Plymouth  was  fold.  She  rang 
her  son  at  his  lodgings  to  find 
out  what  was  going  on  and 
James  disappeared.  His  body 
was  found  hanging  from  a  tree 
in  the  city's  Plym  Bridge 
Woods  over  a  week  later. 

His  father.  David,  told  the 
iaqnesufrat  he  spoke  to  his 
::sfan-twdof.  three  times  a  week. 

•:  “He  $aid  he  was  getting  along 
. -well  ^vith  his  studies.  He  was 
ah  extremely  good  young  man 
and  there  was  no  cause  for  . 
concern.  I  can  offer  no  expia-  ( 
-nation  for  his  actions  apart 
from  his  exams  failure-" 

Nigel  Meadows,  the  coro¬ 
ner,  recording  a  suicide  ver¬ 
dict,  said:  “Students  crane  un¬ 
der  enormous  pressures  ...  I 
would  urge  any  young  person 
with  similar  problems  to  talk 
to  someone  about  it  so  that 
matters  do  not  overtake  them.” 
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Andrew  Pierce  in  Marrakesh  reports  on  the  Virgin 
chief’s  border  diplomacy  to  rescue  his  £250,000  craft. 

Strict hi.olw^  :  that  the  balloon 

Global  Challenger  balW,  °P  ^  not  sufered  serious  dam- 

which  fell  cm AtaE  JIm*  5*  remammg'lielmm.  At  (me  age  in  a  relatively  soft  landing 
its  d^S!5\? of  aarear4o  S0:ftet-.But  .  in  the  desert  -  , 

co,  *fter  Jxahg  Mr  Branson  conceded  that 

last  niehL  *°  **  **  radioed  instructions  from  the  ,  the  team  had  considered  but 

Relations  between  rtv»  overheadlear  jet,  deflated  it  rejected  building  a  second 
anintries  are “d  secur^  u  ro  tret^- -j.^  .  envelope  to  ensure  against 

_  T^^piKX>ttoedTc-  ■  disaster  striking  durinTflie 


£250.000  balloon. 

The  delay  has  dealt  a  blow 
to  Mr  Branson'S  hopes  erf 


ourselves  for  not  doing  itr 
■  An  option  still  being  can¬ 
vassed  is  to  build  a  replace¬ 
ment  if  the.  balloon  has  been 
badly  damaged.  It  would  not 
be  ready  until  January  12  and 
would  take  off  without  Mr 
Bratison.  The  businessman  is 
due  to  take  part  in  a  major 
tiourt  case  in  Britain  two  days 
later-  . 

Having  crashlanded  in  Al¬ 
geria  during  the  first  attempt 
in  January  and  with  the 
balloon  stranded  there  nice 
more.  Virgin  Global  Chal¬ 
lenger  has  spent  more  time 
in  Algeria  than  any  other 
country. 

Mr  Branson  said:  “Maybe 


£  Our  spirits  are 
not<iainpened.- 
If  we  get  it  back 
in  one  piece, 
itwiUbea" 
goodennen? 


relaunching  his  attempt  to 
arcumnavigate  the  globe  on 
Sunday. 

Two  hundred  heavily 
armed  Algerian  soldiers  stood 
guard  over  the  balloon  yester¬ 
day  after  it  fell  in  the  foothills 
of  the  Atlas  mountains.  They 
found  it  at  the  same  time  as  a 
Virgin  crew,  flying  in  a-  Lear 
jet,  spotted  it  at  7.40am  yester¬ 
day  after  a  90-minute  search. 
It  came  to  rest  in  spectacular 


w  r  t  ~  - v  —  uoj/r  WU  JJiailAUU  >dJU.  .  [V10 

imaouf.  a  mflitaiy  base  165  aged  when  it  was  packed  up  they  are  trying  to  tell  ns 

|die  we  should 
Algeria  next 


launch 


Huge  obstacles  remain.  The  spite  the  latest  setback.  He 
Ajgenam  were  still  refusing  to  said:  “The  good-  news  is  that 
provide  a  flight  out  and  have  the  balloon  is  safe.  From  what 
rejected  a  request  by  the  we  have  seen  from  the  plane,  it 
Virgin  team  to  drive  a  contain-:  .  lodes'  in  good  shape.  I  have 
er  lorry  with  the  balloon  back  still  not  given  up  hope  that  we 
across  the  Moroccan  bender  to  could  be  ready  to  try  again  on 
Marrakesh.  A  Virgin  spokes-  Sunday  or  Monday, 
man  said:  “There  is  still  a  lot  “Tt  has  not  dampened  our 
more  negotiating  to  do  before  spirits.  It  has  made  all  of  us 
we  get  her  back.1*  even  more  determined.  If  and 

Rory  McCarthy,  one  of  the  when  w&  get  it  bade  in  .one 
co-pilots,  who  is  a  world  piece,  ft  wifi  be  a-  good  omen, 
skydiving  champion,  offered  When  I  saw  it  drifting  away  on 
to  parachute  into  Algeria  to  the  launch  day.  I  thought  that 
stabilise  the  balloon,  out  the  was  it  But  now  I  am  in  much 
request  was  tunted  down.  better  shape." 

Ffears  grew  throughout  yes-  ..  The  Virgin  engineers  were 
terday  that  the^bafloon  would  pinning. -thdr  hopes  -an  .the. 


mm  & 


Moet  &  Chandori.  Turning  nature  into  art 
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The  inquiry  into  Hamilton  Bland’s 
alleged  conflict  of  interest  may  be 
delayed  again,  reports  Craig  Lord 


COOMBES 


HAMILTON  BLAND,  the 
BBC’s  “Voice  of  Swimming" 

faces  an  ultimatum  from  in¬ 
vestigators  examining  his  al¬ 
leged  conflict  of  interest  involv¬ 
ing  National  Lottery  money. . 

Unless  he  attends  a  hearing 
within  a  reasonable  time,  die 
Amateur  Swimming  Associa¬ 
tion  (ASA)  will  be  asked  to  con¬ 
sider  the  report  of  an  inde¬ 
pendent  inquiry  without  his 
contribution.  The  ASA  and 
Chris  Smith.  Secretary  for 

Culture.  Media  and  Sport, 
announced  separate  inquiries 
after  an  investigation  in  July 
by  The  Times  and  Granada 
Television*  World  in  Action. 

A  dossier  showed  that  Mr 
Bland  had  an  official  role  with 
the  ASA  recommending  which 
pools  should  receive  lottery 
help,  while  also  rtmning  a 
profitable  business  as  a  con¬ 
sultant  to  those  wanting  to 
secure  lottery  funding.  Mr 
Bland  will  be  working  as  a 
BBC  commentator  at  the  four- 
day  British  National  Swim¬ 
ming  Championships  in 
Sheffield  that  begins  today. 

The  ASA's  inquiry  is  being 
conducted  by  Mark  Gay.  a 
partner  for  the  City  of  London 
lawyers  Herbert  Smith,  which 
specialises  in  sports  law. 

The  inquiry's  completion 
has  now  wen  delayed  twice. 
Mr  Gay  had  been  due  to  re¬ 
port  on  November  22.  But  no 
date  was  fixed  for  Mr  Bland* 
attendance,  requiring  a  post¬ 


ponement  until  December  19- 
A  letter  from  David  Sparkes, 
ASA  drier  executive,  to  com¬ 
mittee  members  and  past 
presidents,  seen  by  The  Times , 
shows  that  another  delay  is 
expected.  It  states:  “It  has  now 
became  dear  that  Bland  has 
requested  further  time  in 
order  to  further  fully  prepare 
his  response  . . .  and  that  the 
earliest  occasion  that  this  can 
be  dealt  with  will  be  early  in 
the  new  year."' 

Mr  Bland  has  been  trying  to 
secure  conditions  for  his  ap¬ 
pearance.  He  sought  to  con¬ 
fine  Mr  Gay  to  a  fixed  set  of 
questions,  or  to  make  a  pre¬ 
sentation  himself  rather  than 
answer  questions. 

Mr  Sparkes  said  he  did  not 
feel  that  Mr  Bland  had  stalled 
the  inquiry,  and  that  some  of 
Mr  Gay*  requests  for  infor¬ 
mation  had  gone  too  far.  It  is 
believed  Mr  Bland  does  not 
wish  to  answer  any  questions 
about  his  business  affairs. 

However,  some  of  these  is¬ 
sues  are  central  to  The  Times 
investigation  and  the  inquiries 
into  Mr  Bland*  activities.  The 
ASA  inquiry  has  also  been  de¬ 
layed  because  he  is  said  to 
have  been  suffering  from  viral 
pneumonia,  which  led  to  two 
stays  in  hospital  last  month. 
“Hamilton  Bland  has  been 
very  ill  and  has  not  been  able 
to  attend  the  inquiry. "  Mr 
Sparkes  said.  Mr  Bland  recov¬ 
ered  sufficiently  by  the  last 


Mr  Bland,  who  w31  be  commentating  on  the  swimming  championships  in  Sheffield  that  begin  today 


week  of  November  to  get 
permission  from  a  doctor  to 
travel  to  the  United  States  on  a 
tour  of  swimming  pools. 

The  likelihood  of  Mr  Gay 
reporting  before  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  ASA*  ruling 
council  in  February  looks 
slim:  the  world  champion¬ 


ships  take  place  in  Australia  in 
January,  with  those  involved 
not  returning  to  Britain  until 
the  last  week  of  the  month. 

Mr  Gay  said'  "I  am  still  in 
negotiations  with  Mr  Bland 
over  tire  terms  for  his  giving 
evidence  to  the  inquiry.  I've 
completed  all  other  aspects  of 


the  inquiry.  It*justamatierof 
seeing  him.  Once  we  get  to  in¬ 
terview  him.  the  report  should 
follow  very  soon  after.” 

The  bill  for  the  inquiiy  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  running  well  into 
six  figures.  Norman  SarsfiddL 
a  past  president  of  the  ASA. 
who  was  honorary  secretary 
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of  the  .  European  Swimming 
League  for  20  years,  said:  This 
has  gone  on  long  enough." 

Mr  Smith  will  consider  Mr 
Gay's  final  report  as  part  of 
his  own  inquiries.  He  will 
refer  the  case  to  the  Director  of 
Public  Prosecutions  if  allega¬ 
tions  are  substantiated. 


Police  accost 
killers  in 
restaurant 

By  Paul  Wilkinson 

FOUR  ofTdnty  policemen 
earing  in  a  Chinese  restau¬ 
rant  were  called  by  waiters  to 
tackle  three  armed  men  in  Ac 
kitchen  as  one  of  the  owners 
lay  dying  in  the  yard  from  a 
shotgun  wound. 

The  officers  used  chairs  as 
shields  as  two  of  the  masked 
men  threatened  them  with  a 
machete  and  a  knife,  bat 
whoa  the  third  aimed  a  sawn- 
off  shotgun  al  them  they 
dived  for  cover. 

Eight  other  diners  in  the 
restaurant  at  Headingley, 
Leeds,  on  Tuesday  evening 
hid  behind  parked  cars.  The 
gang  fled  in  a  stolen  BMW 
driven  by  a  fourth  man. 

West  Yorkshire  Police 
said  yesterday  'The  words 
This  is  a  robbery*  were  used, 
but  we  are  not  dosing  our 
minds  to  other  alternatives.” 
They  declined  to  comment  on 
whether  there  nri^bt  be  Triad 
or  gambling  links. 


Evolution 
due  from 
the  find 
that  time 
forgot 

Shirley  English 

THE  story  of  evolution  has 
been  pushed  back  by  almost 
60  million  years  after  analysis 
of  fossils  found  on  die  Inner 
Hebridean  isle  of  Islay.  They 
contain  the  oldest  animal 
droppings  in  the  world. 

Martin  Brasier,  of  Oxford 
University,  and  Duncan 
Mcllroy,  of  Liverpool  Univer¬ 
sity.  claim  the  fossils  show 
that  animals  with  a  mouth 
and  gut  existed  600  million 
years  ago.  Evolutionary  theo¬ 
ries  had  suggested  a  date  of 
540  million  years  ago. 

Dr  Brasier  found  die  fossils 
IS  years  ago  during  a  visit  to 
Scotland,  but  admits  that  he 
put  than  in  a  drawer  and 
“basically  forgot  about  them". 

It  was  not  until  they  were 
spotted  by  Dr  Mcllrqy  two 
years  ago  that  they  decided  to 
study  them  further  for  a 
written  paper  on  than,  which 
has  just  bom  completed. 

The  fossilised  dung,  made 
up  of  five  oval  pellets  lying  in  a 
curved  chain  each  measuring 
2mm  wide  and  4mm  long,  was 
found  in  sedimentary  rocks 
and  is  thought  to  have  come 
from  a  10cm  worm. 

Dr  Brasier  said  yesterday: 
"This  overturns  previous  theo¬ 
ries  that  only  jellyfish-type 
animals  were  around  at  that 
time."  The  development  of  the 
gut  which  allowed  food  to 
pass  through  the  body,  was  "a 
huge  evolutionary  leap". 

Dr  Mcllroy  said:  “it  was  a 
marine  worm,  because  the 
area  where  it  was  found  would 
have  been  a  shallow  tidal 
lagoon  about  5m  deep.  We 
believe  they  developed  be¬ 
cause  there  were  great 
changes  in  the  dimate  and  in 
the  creation  of  mountains. 

Thai  released  nutrients  which 
washed  down  into  rivers  and 
lakes  and  boosted  the  growth 
of  plants,  which  in  him  in¬ 
creased  photosynthesis  and 
the  amount  of  oxygen  in  the 
atmosphere.  The  extra  oxygen 
allowed  a  burst  in  growth  of 
animals." 

Until  now.  more  complex 
creatures  capable  of  produc¬ 
ing  dung  chains  were  thought 
to  have  emerged  about  540 
million  years  ago,  with  the 
evolution  of  invertebrates  such 
as  shrimps  and  centipedes. 

The  discovery  is  revealed  in 
the  latest  edition  of  77ie  Geo¬ 
logical  Society  Journal.  Ex¬ 
perts  reacted  with  excitement 
Neil  Clark,  a  palaeontologist 
at  the  Hunterian  Museum  in 
Glasgow,  said  that  although 
the  public  might  not  find  dung  ,/a, 
fossils  as  exciting  as  the  skele-  (f 
tons  of  “dangerous  dinosaurs 
with  big  teeth",  in  scientific 
terms  this  particular  find  was 
highly  significant 
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Times  Christmas  Appeal 
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countries 

agree  to  cut 
carbon  gas 

From  Nick  Nuttallim  Kyoto 

INDUSTRIAL  nations  yesrer- 


,  - -  —  i.aiiuiu  yesier- 

•n  .adc,P,ed  a  protocol  that 
«ill  legally  bind  them  to  cut 
emissions  of  greenhouse  gases 

by  ,6  P^r  between  2008 
and  2012. 

Last  night,  after  ten  days  of 
tortuous  negotiations  at  the 
world  climate  confrence  in 
Japan,  delegations  were  still 
wrangling  over  the  fine  print 
of  the  agreement.  When  it  is 
finally  rubber  stamped,  it  will 
require  countries  to  keep  on 
raising  their  reduction  targets 
into  the  21st  century,  culminat¬ 
ing  in  a  60  per  cent  cut  in 
greenhouse  gases. 

Green  groups  were  dis¬ 
mayed  at  the  low  targets  and 
what  they  claim  are  a  string  of 
loupholes  that  will  allow  big 
polluting  nations  such  as  the 
United  States  to  continue  to 
emit  huge  amounts  of  the 


carbon  gases  that  are  linked  to 
global  warming. 

However.  John  Gummer, 
the  former  Environment  Min- 
tster  and  a  member  of  the 
British  delegation  to  the  con¬ 
ference,  said:  "This  is  hot  what 
we  might  have  hoped  for.  But 
it  is  a  reasonable  beginning.” 

.Scientists  advising  the.  160 
nations  that  make  up  the 
Conference  of  the  Parties  to 
the  UN  Framework  Conven¬ 
tion  on  Climate  Change  esti¬ 
mate  that  the  60  per  cent  cut  is 
needed  to  keep  global  warm¬ 
ing  within  levels  that  natural . 
biological  systems  can  toler¬ 
ate. 

The  treaty  allows  for  contro¬ 
versial  trading  mechanisms, 
including  joint  implemen¬ 
tation  (JI).  which  die  Ameri¬ 
cans  said  was  crudai  to  any 
agreement.  It  will  allow  an 


Unauthorised 
mock  Tudor 
homes  can  stay 


By  Paul  Whittaker 


A  COUNCIL  reluctantly  de¬ 
cided  yesterday  not  to  order 
the  removal  of  mock  Tudor 
homages  added  by  Barratt 
Homes  to  new  houses  without 
planning  permission. 

The  company  added  die 
wooden  cladding  to  the  front 
of  the  £70,000  homes  on  the 
Barlborough  links  :Estate 
near  Chesterfield.  Derbyshire, 
even  though  planners  had 
rejected  the  design. 

Bolsover  District  Council’s 
decision  was  a  relief  for  11 
families  who  had  faced  the 
prospect  of  having  to  tear 
down  timber  from  the  from  of 
their  three-bed- 
mom  houses  if 
the  council  had 
issued  enforce¬ 
ment  orders. 

Scon  Chambers, 
the  council's  pub¬ 
lic  relations  of¬ 
ficer.  said  that  the 
planning  com¬ 
mittee  did  not 
consider  that 
Ba  rran's  Tudor 
frontages  suited 
the  estate,  which 
bordered  a  conservation  area. 
“They  | Barratt]  came  bade 
with  new-  designs  but  went 
ahead  and  put  the  Tudor 
cladding  up  anyway,  in  defi¬ 
ance  of  the  round  i." 

Eion  Watts,  the  council's 
deputy  leader,  said  that  even 
though  Barren  had  blatantly 
ignored  the  planning  process, 
the  council  had  decided 
against  persecuting  home- 
owners  who  had  bought  the 
properties  in  good  faith. 

A  Bar  ran  Group  spokes¬ 
man  yesterday  blamed  hu¬ 
man  error  for  the  blunder. 
■■We  apologise  for  any  incon¬ 
venience  this  may  have 


C  If  Joe 
Public  can 
abide  by  the 
rules,  so 
should  a 
builder  9 


caused.  Hie  difficulty  was 
caused  by  an  internal  error. 

But  Mr  Watts  said  that  the 
company’s  excuse  was  not 
convincing  and  called  for  gov¬ 
ernment  actum  to  tighten 
planning  regulations.  He  said: 
“They  went  through  a  detailed 
planning  process.  They  knew 
that  design  was  not  allowed 
and  showed  contempt  for  the 
planning  process. 

“Barratt  puts  houses  up  all 
over  the  place  —  it  knows  the 
rules.  All  this  shows  is  that  the 
rules  of  planning  are  a  joke 
and  the  Government  needs  to 
have  a  good  look  at  the 
problem."  He  ad¬ 
ded  that  the  coun¬ 
cil  had  not 
objected  to  the  de¬ 
sign  or  style  of 
the  homes  but  to 
the  principle  of  a 
company  over¬ 
riding  a  planning 
authority.  He 
said  the  council 
had  received  no 
complaints  about 
the  look  of  the 
homes,  and  other 
residents  were  probably  un¬ 
aware  of  the  dispute. 

“The  point  is  they  put  up  a 
standard  design  that  totally 
ignored  the  planning  permis¬ 
sion  for  the  site.  If  Joe  Public 
can  abide  by  the  rules,  a 
national  builder  should  have 
to  as  well." 

Barratt  was  given  planning 
approval  in  early  1996  for  101 
houses  on  the  planned  450- 
horae  estate.  The  company 
offered  to  rectify  the  problem 
at  no  cost  to  the  homeowners 
but  the  occupiers  were,  happy 
with  the  design. 

beading  article,  page  23 


A  delegate  to  the  Kyoto  climate  conference  takes  the  chance  to  catch  up  on  some  sleep  as  the  negotiations  to  reach  an  agreement  drag  on 


industrialised  nation  to  sign  a 
deal  with  another  indus¬ 
trialised  country,  and  more 
importantly  so-called  econo¬ 
mies  in  transition,  such  as 
those  in  the  farmer  Soviet 
block,  to  carry  out  "carbon 
mitigation”  schemes. 

JI  projects  could  include 


building  a  dean  power  station 
to  replace  a  dirty  one,  or 
planting  trees  to  soak  up 
carbon  dioxide.  Under  JI.  the 
rich  country  providing  the 
dean  technology  could  offset 
its  carbon  pollution  against 
the  savings  made  overseas. 

Other  schemes  include  “car¬ 


bon  trading",  whereby  fac¬ 
tories  in  industrial  countries 
with  rising  emissions,  such  as 
America,  will  be  able  to  buy 
carbon  credits  from  factories 
in  other  industrial  countries 
that  have  reduced  their  emis¬ 
sions.  Critics  fear  that  Ameri¬ 
ca.  for  example,  will  try  to  buy 


cheap  credits  from  Russia 
whose  pollution  levels  have 
collapsed  along  with  its  econo¬ 
my.  Countries  will  also  be  able 
to  offset  emissions  using 
“sinks".  These  are  features, 
such  as  forests,  that  absorb 
carbon  gases. 

In  order  to  reach  agreement 


on  the  protocol,  delegates  and 
ministers,  including  John 
Prescon,  the  Deputy  Prime 
Minister,  had  less  than  an 
hour's  sleep  during  the  48 
hours  they  spent  Irving  to 
ihrash  our  the  details." 


Algae  may 
be  used  to 
devour 
pollutants 

By  Nick  Nitt\ll 


THE  use  of  super  algae  that 
can  soak  up  carbon  dioxide 
and  fuel  additives  in  aircraft 
fumes  is  one  of  the  "techno¬ 
fixes”  being  studied  to  tackle 
global  warming. 

Ben  Mathews,  of  the  Univ¬ 
ersity  of  East  Anglia  in  Nor¬ 
wich.  told  the  conference: 
“It's  a  great  idea.  OO  and  coal 
companies  make  money  pol¬ 
luting  the  planet  and  then 
make  money  out  of  finding 
technological  fixes." 

The  researcher,  an  expert 
on  ocean  algae,  likened  cli¬ 
mate  engineering  to  patting 
the  planet  on  a  dialysis  mach¬ 
ine.  One  idea  involved  bub¬ 
bling  CO2  from  power 
stations  into  the  sea  and 
sinking  it  on  the  ocean  floor 
to  lock  it  away.  Another 
involved  cooling  CO2  into  a 
liquid  or  Into  “dry  ice  pellets" 
for  burial  on  the  sea  bed. 

But  Mr  Mathews  said 
there  would  be  a  constant 
fear  that  alterations  in  ocean 
circulation  brought  about  by 
climate  change  might  bring 
the  pollution  back  as  “giant 


FREEPHONE  0800  0  386638 

■  “■“ItTa-o  oaaiMS  hotum  nanwrs  ima*  -  a  joru  mourn  mm  -  s«« 


V*  V.  . :  _ 


The  new  Toyota  Corolla.  The  car  with  the  big  following. 


MODEL  SHOWN:  TDYDTS  CORXLA  W3RLD  RALtf  CAR,  £299^9i  TOYOTA  COROllA  3  DOOR  SS  FROM  £1 2,660.  CALL  0800  777555  FOR  DETAILS.  THE  CAR  IN  FRONT  ISA  ®  TOYOTA 
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Sponsors  take  over 
ITV’s  festive  season 


Raymond  Snoddy  on  a  Panasonic  Cliristmas  and  a  Toyota  New  Year 


ITV  viewers  will  find  ir  hard  to 
escape  sponsored  program¬ 
mes  over  the  festive  season. 
Panasonic  has  signed  a  deal 
for  Christmas  week  and 
Toyota  has  bought  New  Year. 

The  idea  of  letting  com¬ 
panies  sponsor  a  series  of 
programmes  during  a  special 
season  is  likely  ro  spread.  ITV 
is  looking  for  sponsors  to  take 
on  Mother's  Day.  Valentine's 
Day  and  Hallowe'en. 

Panasonic  has  signed  a 
E500.000  deal  to  sponsor  rhree 
or  four  prcigrammes  a  day 
over  Christmas  week,  a  cru¬ 
cial  sales  period.  On  Christ¬ 
mas  Day.  it  will  sponsor  four 
programmes,  including  the 


films  Honey  I  Shrunk  The 
jOYfc  and  Father  ■Jh'-lrmas 
and  die  Missing  Kcndee' 
This  is  the  largest  'r.ur.oer  .>i 
sponsored  prog- runes  on 
ITV  on  a  Chrism  i>ay. 

Russell  Simki:-’f.  general 
manaaer  for  Papi.sinic  UK. 
said  that  the  cret'iis  would 
reflect  "Christma>  with  the 
familv"  and  wa.s  die  “right 
vehicle  for  us  to  increase 
awareness  of  the  Panasonic 
brand”. 

Toyota  has  sign.’*:  a  five- 
year  sponsorship  Jsal  ■ 
£IS  million,  which  lie*  up  New 
Years  Eve  and  .V‘.'  Year's 
Day  through  the  Nn'liennium. 
The  car  giant  wili  lie  putting 


up  a  massive  promotion  for 
its  nsw  Avensis.  Between 
103', ir.  on  Dece:.:-ier  31  and 
n.icinighf  on  January  1.  19 
programmes  on  (TV  will  be 
sponsored  —  a  total  of  32t 
tours.  News  and  current  af¬ 
fairs  are  excluded,  as  they 
cannot  be  sponsored. 

Six  sets  of  sponsorship  films 
are  being  created  for  Toyota, 
to  be  shown  in  sequence  over 
the  two  days.  As  part  of  the 
deal.  Toyota  will  be  sponsor¬ 
ing  ITV's  Movie  Premieres  for 
three  years,  involving  about 
40  films.  Toyota  Motability. 
the  company's  programme  ro 
provide  cars  for  disabled  driv¬ 
ers.  will  sponsor  all  3S  pro¬ 


grammes  next  year  of  ITV's 
disability  programme  Link. 

John  Hardie,  ITV's  com¬ 
mercial  and  marketing  direc¬ 
tor.  said  that  the  Toyota  deal 
broke  new  ground  for  ITV 
sponsorship  as  "the  most  di¬ 
verse,  largest  and  longest 
future  investment  ever  negoti¬ 
ated  by  any  UK  network, 
satellite  or  terrestrial”. 

The  biggest  individual 
sponsorship  deal  in  ITV  is 
Cadbury's  E10  million  a  year 
sponsorship  of  Coronation 
Street.  Sponsorship  brings  in 
about  E40  million  a  year. 
David  Prosser,  head  of  spons¬ 
orship  at  Carlton,  said:  "It  has 
still  got  a  long  way  to  go  yet. " 


Evans  in  £30m  Channel  4  deal 


Jackson:  new  schedule 


CHRIS  EVANS  has  signed  a 
reporred  £30  million  ihree- 
vear  contract  with  Channel  4 
to  help  to  bankroll  nis  pur¬ 
chase  of  Virgin  Radio,  it 
emerged  yesferdav  (Carol 
M'ldgley  writes). 

Michael  Jackson,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  television  channel, 
said  a  deal  was  struck  last 
week  —  days  before  Mr  Evans 
bought  Virgin  Radio  fur 
ESO  million  —  to  provide 
Channel  4  with  42  TFI  Friday 
shows  each  year  up  to  2001. 

Mr  Jackson  said  Mr  Evans 
was  important  for  the  youth 


audience  of  Channel  4.  “Chris 
is  someone  who's  going  to  be 
with  us  tor  many  years  to 
come.  People  haven't  loaned 
him  tens  of  millions  of  pounds 
on  the  basis  thar  he's  going  to 
bum  our  tomorrow.” 

At  the  launch  of  Channel  4's 
winter  schedule.  Mr  Jackson 
disclosed  that  the  Comic  Strip 
ream  —  Adrian  Edmonson. 
Rik  Mayall.  Jennifer 
Saunders  and  Dawn  French 
—  would  reform  for  a  new 
programme.  Four  Men  in  a 
Car. 

There  will  be  a  drama¬ 


tisation  of  the  life  of  Si*- 
Oswald  Mosley,  starring 
Jonathan  Cake,  Jemma 
Redgrave  and  Emma  Davie?. 
Father  Ted  is  back  for  a  third 
series.  Brookside  gets  another 
five-night  special,  and  th? 
fourth  series  of  ER  will  get  itv 
first  airing  on  terrestrial  tele¬ 
vision  in  ’he  new  year. 

Two  nyw  sitcoms  are  prom¬ 
ised:  In  Exile,  about  a  former 
African  tyrant  who  sees  hts 
powers  reduced  in  London, 
and  Slap!  about  the  make-up 
counter  in  a  Manchester  de¬ 
partment  store. 


Water  overflowing  from  Baitings  Dam.  of  the  winter  yesterday  reversed  the 
near  Ripponden.  West  Yorkshire,  yesterday,  situation.  Most  of  Britain  was  lashed  with 
Two  years  ago  the  135ft  dam  was  almost  heavy  rain,  with  more  than  two  inches 
empty,  but  some  of  the  heaviest  downpours  falling  In  Snowdonia.  Forecast,  page  26 


Princess’s 
fund  gets 
£20m  from 
rock  star 

ELTON  JOHN  yesterday 
handed  a  cheque  for  £20  mil¬ 
lion  to  the  Diana.  Princess  of 
Wales  Memorial  Fund  as  the 
first  instalment  of  proceeds 
from  the  sale  of  his  number- 
one  hit  Candle  in  the  Wind 
V7. 

The  cheque  was  presented 
to  Lady  Sarah  McCorquo- 
dale,  the  Princess's  sister, 
and  the  fund's  other  trustees 
at  Kensington  Palace. 

The  song,  with  new  words 
for  flic  Princess  by  the  lyricist 
Benue  Taupin.  has  sold 
33  million  copies  worldwide 
and  a  further  E10  million  is 
expected  to  be  banded  over  in 
the  next  few  wrrfcs. 

in  just  five  weeks,  the  song 
—  sung  by  Elton  John  at  the 
Princess’s  funeral  in  West¬ 
minster  Abbey  —  outsold 
Bing  Crosby’s  record-break¬ 
ing  White  Christmas,  which 
has  sold  30  million  in  55 
years.  The  fund  is  on  course 
to  raise  more  than  £100  mil¬ 
lion  for  charities  linked  to  the 
Princess. 

The  Chancellor.  Gordon 
Brown,  chairman  of  the  Di¬ 
ana,  Princess  of  Wales  Me¬ 
morial  Committee,  was  also 
present  He  said:  “I  am 
delighted  that  owing  to  the 
unique  success  of  Elton's 
record,  the  Government  wffl 
be  donating  more  than 
£225  million,  equivalent  to  the 
VAT  paid  by  people  who 
have  bought  the  record,  to  the 
Diana,  Princess  of  Wales 
Memorial  Fond.” 
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SAVE  "  £150 

ON  LAUNDRY 


‘vffikS  1000  SPIN  T 


Whirie&l  1000  SPIN 

WASHING  MACHINE 
■  1000  sfuti  ■peed  •  10b  wash  load  I 
G  11  poxy  Jimw  corrfonations  ■ 


•  Variable  wash  temperature 


Model  AWM3c1 
In-slo  re  C289  99 

was  £359  99 
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SAVE 

EZ2 

£90 

1118  CONOENSER  TUMBLE  DRYER 
lilt, drying  load 
Requns.  no  ventng 
Reverse  tumble  action 
Model  TC470 
was  £40989 
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£130 


BOSCH  iooo  spin 

WA9MNQ  MACHINE.  m 

•  600-1000  spat  •  I0t)  wash  lead  I 

■J  •  T 1  programme  mmtmartans  I 

•  «roe  and  hold  •  Prera  wash 
system  <o>  Improved  wash  results 

•  Gentle  mxJtera  programme 
Model  WFB2005.  was  £499.99 

sale  £38989 _ 
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SMtmdu*  <7CJD. 

~Hotpoint  ia»  spin  ultima  washing  machine 

1£00  spin  speednao  wash  load  * 

Aquarius  Wash  System  Rue 
Intoeunbte  cfcpiav 
Medal  WM72P 
was  £64989 
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DAEWOO  I 

43  GROSS  CUJT  FRIDGE  _ 

WITH  ICE  BOX  | 

•  Adlusiabre  thermostat  •  2  shelves  ■ 

•  F>il  wi'iiti  satia  wper  ■ 

MOCWt  ??,I4L  I 

was  £  l  SauG  sale  £  H».  J9 
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wScandnora 

6.6  3POS8  GU.F7 
CHEST  FREEZER 

•  .--iSi  -iHrtCe  tac*JV  •  AtfiuSUJ&id 
thermostat  •  Storage  basket 

•  Hflh  Iwnpararura  warruag  Ugh! 
Monel  CFSBG  nomuBy  £229.99 
Trade-mCI  89.99 
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£|79n 

EXCLUSIVE 

TO  COMET  | 

9Sctsxfinovci 

9.7  GROSS  CUJT 
UPRIGHT  FREEZER 

•  7  treezor  compartments 

•  4  star  freezer  rating 

•  Fast  Ihsm  tadRty 

•  Reversfiia  door.  Modal  UMTS 
was  £41  j  99  sate  £349.99 
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pro  line 

j  78  GROSS  CUJT 

I  FRIDGE  FREEZER 
1  •  4.5  cu  ft.  gross  trtdge  capacity 

•  3.1  cuJL  gross  freezer  cepeaty 

•  Fas  hosza  Ucftty 

•  ReversaHe  doors 
Model  CC8294 


£2».” 
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Bavrumi  uer, 


J 


Hie  Comet  Price  Promise  gumuuhaa  that  ff  you 

buy  any  podud  tom  us,  then  within  14  days  find 
lhestsne  after  an  sale  loooRy  at  a  lower  price, 
wl  wSngly  refund  the  cffierenc^  PUU5 10%  OF 
THAT  DIFFERENCE  Ask  n  store  for  fufldeJaSs. 


HOOVER 

1100  SPIN  SOFT  WAVE 
WASHER  DRYER 

•  5CC’1  ICO  soir;  speed 

•  “Gib  wash  load 

•  51b  drying  load 

•  12  prograrrne  corrbinatio 
fviode!  A3 5- 

was  S54S.S9 
sale  £333.39 
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VOUCHER 

£369» 

£' 

SAVE 

180 
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UV^Vn  11.1  GROSS  CU.FT 
FROST-FREE  FRIDGE  FREEZER 

•  6.3  cu.ft  gross  ”icge  capacity 

•  -.3  cu.ft  g-oss  freezer  capac.ty 

•  Fasi  freeze  faci”*y 

•  Automatic  fridge  demos: 

•  2  salad  crispe's 

•  3  safety  oiass  shelves 
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SAVE  S  £130 

ON  DISH  WASHERS 


FULL  SIZE  DBHWASHER 

•  12  place  Mange  •  4  programme 
conOnaaom  •Cluck wash 

•  Readud  drying  •  Detergent 
recovery  ayetem 

Modd  DW907 
was  £42980 
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SUMUNE  DtSHWASHER 
8  ptoce  sellings 
programme  combrations 
Economy  wash  < 

Model  COW086 
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SAVE  S  £250 

ON  COOKING 


l-BSUFtE 

GAS  COOKER 

•  548mm  width 

•  Separate  grtl 

•  Easy  to  dean  enamel  finish 
Model  FINESSE  55W 

was  £25989 
pmtoudy  C339  99 


£2 
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|  EXKUISIVE  TO  COMET  L 

m  GAS  COOKER 
588mm  width 
3  dfferant  sizes  o(  burw 
Double  overVOass  id 
Model  AMBASSADOR 
was  £799.99  sale  £64989 


Hs  £799.99  sale  £64989  NJreai 

B8CTRIC  COOKBI 


'  BfCTTHC  COOKER 

•  BOOnvn  widdi  •  Double  oven 

•  nogrammer  •  Ceramic  hob 
MOON  CStEOOl  AMBASSADOR 

'BROWN,  was  £69959 
previously  £89989  sale  £68989 
J  ALSO  AVAILABLE  IN  WMTE 


1WWTE  BULFW 
'PACKAGE 

•  BLECrrac  OVEN,  GOOnm  arirHi 

Model  EOS160.  was  emSB  itnaore  £13999 

•  GAS  HOB  Modal  GH1 60 
wta  Cl  4099  vale  C79L99 

•  COOKER  HOOO  Model  HGOO 

was  £49  SB  previously  £7199  sale  E39J9 
ALSO  AVAILABLE  «  BROWN 
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750 

10  power  levels 
,  Model  STZ2BL,  was  EBLBB 
previously  £9959.  £109.99 
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I  750  watts  EC 
06  cu.ft  capacity 
5  power  lends 
Model  KM2S00M 


50% 


n79J99  In-store  £09.89 


Nostalgia  drive 
rallies  old  cars  * 


By  Kevin  Eason 

MOTORING  EDITOR 

IT  LOOKED  like  a  tin  shack 
on  wheels  and  caned  more 
brown  rice  around  Britain 
than  any  other  car  but  now  the 
2CV  is  to  make  a  comeback. 

Citroen  has  ordered  design¬ 
ers  to  come  up  with  a  new 
version  of  its  bestselling  model 
for  the  next  century  as  car- 
makers  increasingly  rifle 
through  their  family  albums 
to  revive  old  favourites. 

Next  month  Volkswagen 
will  reveal  the  shape  of  its  new 
Beetle,  a  reincarnation  of  the 
people's  car  ordered  by  Hitler 
which  sold  more  than  21  mil¬ 
lion  worldwide.  The  new  car 
might  have  curved  bumpers 
and  wings  and  a  more  ad¬ 
vanced.  engine  but  it  will 
dearly  be  a  descendant  of  the 
Beetle  designed  in  1934  by 
Ferdinand  Forscto 

Designs  for  the  new'  Mini 
have  been  scaled  down  by 
Rover  from  futuristic  concept 
versions  into  a  shape  closer  to 
Sir  Alec  Issigonis's  original 
1950s  design. 

Citroen  is  hoping  to  recreate 


Hie  2CV:  sold  7  million 
since  its  launch  in  1948 

some  of  the  charm  of  the  2CV. 
more  than  7  million  of  which 
were  sold,  making  it  one  of  the 
bestselling  models  tm  record. 

The  2CV,  launched  in  1948. 
was  conceived  for  simpliriiy:  it 
was  to  be  easy  to  repair, 
roomy  enough  for  livestock, 
yet  comfortable  enough  to 
take  children  to  sdiooL 
It  became  a  favourite  in  A[- 
Britain  in  the  1970s  and  1980s. 
acquiring  an  environmentally 
friendly  image.  Ironically,  die 
model  was  killed  off  in  1990 
because  its  engine  could  not 
meet  new  emissions  legisla¬ 
tion.  Moreover,  ir  was  regular¬ 
ly  deemed  one  of  the  least  safe 
cars  in  accident  statistics  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Department  of 
Transport. 


We  owe  a  lot  to 
our  soldiers  who 
fight  for  us... 


.guarding  our  freedom  and  protecting  out 
children's  future.  Some  fall  on  hard  times. 
We  need  your  help  to  help  them. 
A  donation,  a  covenant,  a  legacy  or  through  the 
Payroll  Giving  Scheme  toThe  Amy  Benevolenl 
Fund  will  help  soldiers,  ex-soldiers  and  their 
families  in  need. 

To.-  The  Army  Beoevutent  Rmd.  Dp*.  TT.  4,  OumoT  dZTuJZT  Sli^sT 
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We  have  to  take 
risks  for  peace, 
Mowlam  insists 

Martin  Fletcher,  chief  Ireland  correspondent 
THE  Northern  Ireland  Secre-  months  nfrpr  fr  mnntprod  mm  i.  . 


tary  has  admitted  on  the  eve  of 
Cerry  Adams’s  visit  to 
Downing  Street  today  that  she 
would  “look  a  fool"  if  the  IRA 
rerums  to  violence,  and  that 
her  position  could  become 
untenable. 

But  Mo  Mowlam  insisted 
that  she  had  to  take  that  risk  if 
the  peace  process  was  to 
succeed. 

Dr  Mowlam  said  she  had  to 
work  on  the  assumption  that 
Sinn  Fein  was  a  participant  in 
good  faith  at  the  Stormont 
talks.  The  alternative  was 
inevitable  failure. 

Of  the  possibility  of  the  IRA 
breaking  its  ceasefire,  she 
said:  “If  I  worried  about  that, 
then  I  would  not  take  risks 
arid  I  would  be  super-cautious 
and  1  would  assume  it’s  going 
to  fail  and  I  would  act  accord¬ 
ingly  and  it  would  ...  If  I  end 
up  in  six  months’  time  having 
failed  then  1  can  just  know  that 
1  did  everything  that  I  possibly 
could  to  make  it  work." 

Mr  Adams,  Martin  Mc- 
Gu  inn  ess  and  five  colleagues 
will  arrive  at  Downing  Street 
ar  2pm.  and  the  world’s  media 
will  witness  the  arresting  sight 
of  No  10’s  front  door  swinging 
open  to  admit  Irish  republican 
leaders  into  the  British  Estab¬ 
lishment’s  innermost  sanctum 
For  the  first  time  in  76  years. 

The  meeting  comes  six  years 
after  the  IRA  fired  three  mor¬ 
tars  at  Downing  Street,  six 


months  after  it  murdered  two 
policemen  in  Lurgan.  and  six 
days  after  the  BBC  named  Mr 
Adams.  Mr  McGumness  and 
a  third  member  of  the  delega¬ 
tion.  Martin  Ferris,  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  IRA'S  army  council. 

Conservatives  and  Ulster 
Unionists  have  denounced  the 
invitation  as  dangerously  pre¬ 
mature,  a  moral  obscenity  and 
a  propaganda  bonanza  for 
unreformed  killers.  They  say 
the  IRA  has  surrenderednot  a 
bullet  or  ounce  of  Seratex,  and 
that  Sinn  Fein  has  not  earned 
the  legitimacy  that  Tony  Blair 
will  confer  on  it 

“People  tell  me,  'You’re  be¬ 
ing  taken  for  a  ride,  you’re 
naive,  they’re  not  serious,’" 
said  Dr  Mowlam  in  her  office 
in  Stormont  “All  I  would  say 
to  that  is  that  if  that  assump¬ 
tion  is  right  and  T  respond  ac¬ 
cordingly  then  irs  a  self-fulfil¬ 
ling  prophecy  —  it  wall  fail. 
While  if  I  assume  the  opposite 
then  it  will  reinforce  the  peace 
process  that’s  working  now." 

So  far,  she  had  no  reason  to 
doubt  Sinn  Fein’s  sincerity. 
The  party  had  “delivered"  on 
the  ceasefire  and  its  adaption 
of  the  Mitchell  principles  of 
democracy  and  non-violence. 
Had  she  added  other  condi¬ 
tions  there  might  not  have 
been  a  ceasefire. 

Sinn  Fein’s  contribution  to 
die  talks  had  been  “as  positive 
as  anyone  else"s  —  they  have 
turned  up,  participated,  writ¬ 


ten  papers".  In  return,  the 
Government  had  to  treat  it  the 
same  as  all  the  other  participa¬ 
ting  parties. 

To  relatives  of  IRA  victims 
who  might  find  today's  meet¬ 
ing  distressing  she  suggested 
that  including,  not  excluding. 
Sinn  Fein  was  the  best  way  to 
prevent  further  killing.  “No 
one  is  setting  out  to  make  their 
pain  worse  but  if  we  can  stop 
another  life  being  lost,  then 
what  we’re  doing  this  week  is 
important." 

She  had  “no  time"  for  her 
Tory  critics.  Conservative  gov¬ 
ernments  held  secret  meetings 
with  Sinn  Fein  bur  Mr  Blair’s 
was  doing  it  openly.  In  any 
case,  she  added:  “We  can’t  say 
we  expect  all  the  parties  in  the 
talks  to  talk  to  them  and  we’re 
not  going  to.  That  would  be 
the  height  of  hypocrisy." 

Ulster  Unionist  Party  MPs 
met  Dr  Mowlam  yesterday  to 
complain  that  she  was  making 
constant  concessions  to  Sinn 
Fein.  But  she  suggested  the 
net  result  of  Sinn  Fein'S  equal 
treatment  and  her  reforms 
would  be  to  deny  Mr  Adams’s 
party  and  the  IRA  any  legiti¬ 
macy  whatsoever  if  they  broke 
the  ceasefire.  “They  get  noth¬ 
ing  if  they  return  to  violence." 
she  said.  In  the  past,  republi¬ 
can  sympathisers,  especially 
Americans,  had  blamed  the 
British,  but  “this  time  is  differ¬ 
ent.  . .  No  one  can  say  we  have 
been  the  problem  this  time.” 
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Orange  HQ  is 
seized  in  protest 
at  ‘betrayal’ 
by  leadership 


Mo  Mowlam,  who  remains  resolute  about  Gerry  Adams's  visit  to  No  10  today 


HARDLINE  members  of  the 
Orange  Order  seized  its  Bel¬ 
fast  headquarters  yesterday- 
in  a  rebellion  with  ominous 
implications  for  the  peace  pro¬ 
cess  (Martin  Fletcher  writes), 

Accusing  the  Order’s  mod¬ 
erate  leadership  of  "betrayal’’ 
for  agreeing  to  re-route  several 
Contentious  parades  in  the 
summer,  hundreds  of  rank- 
and-file  Orangemen  occupied 
the  offices  before  a  meeting  at 
which  Robert  Saulters.  its 
Grand  Master,  was  seeking 
re-election.  They  demanded 
an  open  election  by  the  Or¬ 
der’s  estimated  40000  mem¬ 
bers-  The  meeting  had  to  be 
switched  to  an  Orange  Hal!  on 
the  Shankill  Road,  where  Mr 
Saulters  was  returned  unop¬ 
posed.  but  the  rebels  claimed 
the  unannounced  change  of 
venue  made  his  election  ille¬ 
gal. 

The  rebellion  underscored 
the  dangers  of  compromise  for 
any  Orange  Order  or  Unionist 
leader.  It  will  also  make  it 
harder  for  the  Order's  leader¬ 
ship  to  show  flexibility  over 
next  year’s  marching  season. 

The  predominantly  loyalist 
parades,  some  of  which  pro¬ 
ceed  through  nationalist  ar¬ 
eas.  are  a  source  of  intense 
friction  between  Northern  Ire¬ 
land’s  two  traditions,  al¬ 
though  most  of  the  thousands 
that  take  place  each  year  pass 
off  without  trouble.  Loyalists 
regard  their  parades  as  legiti¬ 
mate  expressions  of  their  heri¬ 
tage.  but  some  nationalists 


consider  them  to  be  provoca¬ 
tively  triumphalisr. 

The  Orange  rebels  were 
members  of  the  Spirit  of  Drum- 
cree  group,  named  after  the 
confrontation  last  year  when, 
in  a  stand-off  with  police. 
Orangemen  gathered  to  insist 
that  die  Protestant  marchers  be 
allowed  to  proceed  down  rhe 
Garvaghy  Road.  Porradown. 
despite  the  opposition  of  its 
Roman  Catholic  residents. 

Yesterday  morning  about 
300  rebels  joined  the  100  ur  so 
who  had  occupied  the  Order’s 
Belfast  headquarters  over¬ 
night.  There  were  scuffles  and 
angry'  scenes  as  official  dele¬ 
gates  arriving  from  across  the 
Province  were  denied  entry. 

Joel  Patton,  the  group's 
leader,  said  his  followers 
would  no  longer  tolerate  “the 
betrayal  of  the  institution  as 
was  displayed  by  the  surren¬ 
der  of  many  traditional  pa¬ 
rades  last  summer",  or  the 
leadership’s  election  by  an  un¬ 
representative  clique.  “Some¬ 
thing  historic  has  happened. 
Ordinary'  Orangemen  have 
spoken  and  they  have  gut  to  be 
listened  to."  he  said. 

Jeffrey  Donaldson,  the  Ul¬ 
ster  Unionist  Party  MP  who  is 
retiring  as  the  Order’s  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  said  he  feared 
"a  very  serious  split  within  the 
Orange  Order”.  Martin 
Smyth,  another  UUP  MP  and 
a  former  Grand  Master,  ac¬ 
cused  the  rebels  of  “mob  law". 
Other  delegates  demanded 
their  expulsion 


Adams  aims  to  settle  some  ‘unfinished  business’  76  years  on 


Lloyd  George  delight 
over  the  treaty 


By  Martin  Fletcher 

GERRY  ADAMS  says  he  is  is  going 
to  No  10  today  to  conclude  “unfin¬ 
ished  business”.  His  reference  is  to 
Michael  Collins,  the  last  Irish  repub¬ 
lican  leader  to  visit  Downing  Street, 
and  his  failed  efforts  76  years  ago  to 
secure  an  Ireland  that  was  not  only 
independent  but  united. 

For  nearly  two  years  Collins  and 
his  fledgling  IRA  had  waged  a 
guerrilla  war  against  the  British 
forces  in  Ireland.  The  infamous 
Black  and  Tans  fought  bade  with 
equal  savagery.  In  July  1921.  after 
2,000  deaths,  a  truce  was  called  as  a 
prelude  to  peace  negotiations.  The 


Irish  “plenipotentiaries",  minus  Col¬ 
lins,  arrived  at  Euston  Station  on 
Sunday.  October  8.  and  were  wel¬ 
comed  by  a  pipe  band  and  a  large 
crowd  of  compatriots.  But  outside 
their  rented  headquarters  in  Hans 
Place,  Knightsbridge,  someone  had 
painted  the  words  “Collins  the  Mur¬ 
derer'.  Indeed,  the  Big  Fellow,  as 
Collins  was  known,  had  only 
recently  been  relieved  of  a  £10,000 
reward  on  his  head. 

Coffins,  29  and  newly  engaged  to 
Kitty  Kieman.  slipped  into  London 
unnoticed  on  the  Monday  morning 
and  was  soon  complaining  about 
newspapers  fabricating  interviews 
with  him.  At  Ham  on  the  Tuesday  he 


and  his  team  arrived  at  No  10  where 
David  Lloyd  George,  the  Prime 
Minister,  met  them  at  the  door  of  the 
conference  room. 

Lloyd  George  led  the  Irish  dele¬ 
gates  straight  to  their  places  on  one 
side  of  the  table  so  that  his  colleagues 
would  not  have  to  shake  their  hands. 
Those  colleagues  comprised  a  formi¬ 
dable  team,  including  Winston  Chur- 
dull,  tite  Colonial  Secretary.  Lord 
Birkenhead,  the  Lord  Chancellor: 
and  Sir  Austen  Chamberlain,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

The  ensuing  negotiations  lasted 
nearly  two  months.  Collins,  once 
•  branded  the  archetypal  terrorist, 
attended  early-morning  Mass  at 


Brampton  Oratory  each  day  and  was 
enthusiastically  embraced  by  Eng¬ 
lish  society.  Tatler  magazine  asked 
him  to  sit  for  a  portrait,  and  Sir 
James  Barrie,  the  author,  became  a 
particular  friend. 

The  Anglo-Irish  Treaty  was  finally 
signed  in  Downing  Sheer  at  2^0am 
on  December  6.  It  fell  far  short  of 
Irish  aspirations.  Its  effect  was  to  give 
26  of  Ireland’s  32  counties  dominion 
status  like  that  of  Canada  or  Austra¬ 
lia.  and  to  seal  the  partition  of  the 
predominantly  Protestant  north  from 
the  Catholic  south. 

Collins,  faced  with  a  return  to  war. 
felt  the  treaty  was  the  best  he  could 
achieve.  He  hoped  he  could  sell  it  in 


Dublin  as  a  stepping  stone  to  full 
independence,  but  confided  to  Lord 
Birkenhead  that  night  that  “1  may 
have  signed  my  death  warrant”. 

His  words  were  prophetic.  The 
treaty  was  narrowly  ratified  by  the 
Dail  but  it  split  the  IRA  and  the  Irish 
Civil  War  erupted  in  June  1922.  Two 
months  later  Collins  was  ambushed 
and  killed  by  Earn  on  de  Valera's  anti- 
treaty  “Irregulars"  in  Co  Cork. 

Lloyd  George  was  delighted  with 
the  treaty,  believing  he  had  finally 
solved  the  Irish  problem  that  had 
bedevilled  his  predecessors.  He  was 
spectacularly  wrong,  and  Tony  Blair 
is  still  grappling  with  that  problem 
hundreds  of  lost  lives  later. 
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Collins:  feared  he  had 
signed  his  death  warrant 
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12  POLITICS  AND  GOVERNMENT 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  HJ99. 


James  Landale  and  Polly  Newton  on  how  the  critics 


put  their  case  in  the  debate  on  single-parent  benefit  cuts 


TONY  BLAIR  came  under  lire 
from  ail  sides  of  the  Commons 
yesterday  over  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  plans  to  cut  benefits  for 
single  parents. 

The  Prime  Minister  was 
asked  by  Diane  Abbott  (Lab. 
Hackney  North  and  Stoke 
Newington),  a  leading  left¬ 
winger  on  Labour's  national 
executive,  how  he  could  justify 
the  cuts. 

Speaking  during  Prime 
Minister’s  Questions.  Ms  Ab¬ 
bott  said:  ‘Will  you  accept  thar 
even  if  the  new  deal  for  tone 
parents  is  100  per  cent  success¬ 
ful.  there  will  always  be 
women,  particularly  mothers 
with  children  under  five,  who 
are  not  able  to  work?  How  do 
you  justify  cutting  those  wom¬ 
en's  benefits?" 

Mr  Blair  insisted  that  single 
parents  already  on  benefit 
would  not  face  any  cuts.  “1 
have  to  say  to  you  very  frankly 
indeed:  we  were  elected  as  a 
Government  because  people 
believed  we  would  keep  a  tight 
control  on  public  finance  and 
because  we  said  dearty  before 
the  election  —  and  I  repeat 
again  now  —  that  what  is 
important  is  to  get  as  many 
people  as  possible  off  benefit 
and  into  work. 

"They  need  the  chance  to  get 
into  work  and  we  will  help 
them  da  so.  And  with  the 
greatest  respect  to  you.  I  think 
thar  is  a  bener  way  of  achiev¬ 
ing  our  aims." 

William  Hague  challenged 
Mr  Blair  to  say  whether  he 
was  imposing  the  cuts  because 
he  opposed  discrimination 
against  married  couples  or 
because  he  wanted  to  save 
money.  The  Tory  leader  said: 
"The  Opposition  will  support 
the  Government  tonight  since 
we  believe  that  married  cou¬ 


ples  should  not  be  discrimi¬ 
nated  against  by  the  benefits 
system.  Can  1  ask  you  person¬ 
ally  whether  you  believe  in 
that  principle?" 

Mr  Blair  replied:  “What  I 
believe  is  thar  within  the 
choice  of  priorities  available  to 
us.  helping  lone  parents  off 
benefit  and  into  work  is  the 
best  thing  that  we  can  do  for 
them.  That's  why  we  have  a 
package  worth  £200  million 
specifically  for  lone  parents." 

Mr  Hague  asked:  “Why 
didn't  you  have  the  courage  to 
say  dm  to  people  before  the 
election?”  Mr  Blair  replied: 
"You  are  simply  WTong.  It  was 
made  clear  before  the  election 
that  we  would  stick  within  the 
existing  budgets,  but  we  did 
say  what's  important  is  to  give 
(one  parents  die  chance  to  get 
off  benefit  and  into  work." 

Paddy  Ashdown,  the 
Liberal  Democrat  leader,  said 
his  party  agreed  with  the 
Government  about  the  need  to 
break  dependency  and  presid¬ 
ing  childcare  facilities  for  par- 


Abbott:  Question  Time 
challenge  for  Blair 


ents  who  want  to  work.  But  he 
asked:  “Why  does  this  have  ro 
be  paid  for  by  single  parents 
who  have  to  stay  at  home?  Do 
you  nor  realise  that  people  are 
simply  bewildered  as  to  why  a 
Labour  Government  should 
chose  to  ask  the  poor  to  pay  for 
the  poor  while  those  who  are 
the  rich  are  able  to  continue  to 
duck  their  taxes?” 

During  the  subsequent  de¬ 
bate  on  -the  Social  Security 
Bill,  Audrey  Wise  (Lab.  Pres¬ 
ton)  said  the  benefit  cut  was  “a 
clear  disincentive"  to  single 
parents  to  seek  work.  If  they 
were  considering  taking  a  job 
that  might  not  be  permanent, 
they  would  have  to  return  to  a 
lower  rate  of  benefit  if  they 
became  unemployed  again. 

Mrs  Wise  said  most  lone 
parents  were  not  young  and 
feckless  but  had  suffered  the 
breakdown  of  a  marriage. 
“But  suppose  there  is  a  mother 
who  is  young,  reckless  and 
feckless  —  is  she  going  to  be  a 
better  mother  by  making  her 
poorer?" 

Mrs  Wise  said  she  did  not 
criticise  single  parents  who 
wanted  to  go  out  to  work.  “I  do 
criticise  an  attitude  that  says 
all  parents  of  small  children 
chould  be  willing  to  go  to  work 
cleaning  or  shelf  filling  and 
leaving  their  chidlren  with 
somebody  else." 

She  said  that  children 
would  suffer  as  a  result  of  the 
cut.  "I  believe  that  there  is  no 
excuse  for  removing  a  penny 
from  any  lone  parent  .  . 
These  measures  are  not  in 
accord  with  Labour  values 
and  they  are  not  economically 
necessary." 

Clive  Soley  (Lab.  Ealing. 
Acton  and  Shephards  Bush), 
chairman  of  the  Parliamenta¬ 
ry  Labour  Party,  urged  Lab- 


Out  of  a 
job  and 
into  the 


limelight 


By  Polly  Newton 
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Children  playing  outside  Parliament  as  their  mothers  mounted  a  demonstration  against  the  benefit  cuts 


our  MPs  to  support  the  Gov¬ 
ernment.  He  admitted  that 
there  would  be  "some  poten¬ 
tial  losers"  from  the  benefit 


cuts. 

But  he  emphasised  that 
ministers  had  made  a  conces¬ 
sion  to  “keep  the  matter  under 
review"  and  insisted  that  the 
cuts  should  be  seen  in  the 
context  of  the  Government’s 
wider  welfare  state  reforms. 
“Don't  lose  sight  on  the  long 


term  vision."  he  said.  “Don't 
lose  your  heads."  .  ■  .  - 
Ken  Livingstone''  (EabC 
Brent  East)  said  had  not  heard 
anything  to  persuade  him  to 
support  the  Government.  He 
said  there  cannot  have  been 
anybody  on  the  Labour  bench¬ 
es  in  favour  of  this  policy 
before  the  election.  “When  I 
went  to  see  Ms  Harman  she 
made  it  absolutely  dear  she 
wasn't  in  favour  of  it,"  he  said. 


“I  have  tite  horrible  feeling 
what  we  are 'how  about  is 
dembhstrating  to  the  irttema- 
tional  markets  that  we  can  be 
as  brutal  on  the  poor  as  the 
Government  we  have  re¬ 
placed.  I  feel  ashamed  of  what 
we  are  doing." 

Alke  Mahon  (Lab,  Halifax) 
said  she  would  not  be  voting 
for  the  Government.  “Tonight 
I  am  going  to  vote  for  the 
family."  She  said  single-par¬ 


ent  families  already  lived  on 
tiie  margins  of  sodety  and 
would  be  hit  further  by  the 
cuts.  “I  think  there  is  some¬ 
thing  rather  punitive  and  cru¬ 
el  about  these  cuts." 

She  said  that  if  the  new  deal 
proposals  to  get  single  parents 
into  work  became  compul¬ 
sory,  as  many  Labour  MPs 
believed,  “it  would  be  a  piece 
of  social  engineering  that  Sta¬ 
lin  would  be  proud  of". 


MALCOLM  CHIS¬ 
HOLM,  the  junior  Scottish 
Office  Minister  who  re¬ 
signed  yesterday  in  pro¬ 
test  at  the  Government's 
implantation  of  the  Tories' 
cut  in  (one  parem  benefir. 
is  not  a  man  accustomed  ;o 
the  limelight 

As  news  of  his  decision 
spread  around  Westmin¬ 
ster.  even  some  seasoned 
political  observers  strug¬ 
gled  io  put  a  face  to  the 
name.  His  low  profile  is 
reflected  in  various  de¬ 
scriptions  —  among  ihem 
"quietly  efficient”,  "low- 
key"  and  “cautious"  —  that 
have  been  applied  by  col¬ 
leagues  and 

commentators. 

Mr  Chisholm,  -48.  is  MP 
for  Edinburgh  North  and 
Leith.  As  the  Scottish  Of¬ 
fice  Minister  for  Local 
Government,  Housing 
and  Transport,  he  was 
accused  of  hypocrisy  by 
Tory  opponents  who  re¬ 
minded  him  that  he  had 
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Inevitable  revolt  will  have  little  lasting  effect 


THE  Blair  Government  has 
al  last  come  of  age  —  its  first 
ministerial  resignation,  the 
departure  of  some  parliamen¬ 
tary  private  secretaries  and 
the  first  full-scale  Commons 
revolt  And  not  before  time. 
Labour  MPs  have  been  forced 
to  come  to  terms  with  the 
substance,  as  well  as  the 
rhetoric  of  what  “new"  Lab¬ 


our  means. 

All  governments  with  big 
majorities  face  revolts,  usual¬ 


ly  sooner  rather  than  later. 
The  very  size  of  majorities 
means  that  revolts  are  larger 
than  they  otherwise  would  be. 
There  are  few  risks.  Rebels 
have  a  partially  free  ride. 
There  are  consequences  —  as 
some  parliamentary  private 
secretaries  found  last  night 
But  there  is  no  danger  of 
either  threatening  the  specific 
proposal  or  the  Government's 
broader  political  position. 

For  instance,  within 


months  of  Labour's  landslide 
victory  in  1945.  23  Labour 
MPs  voted  against  the  Attlee 
Government  chat  December 
on  the  key  issue  of  post-war 
financial  arrangements  and 
the  new  Bretton  Woods  sys¬ 
tem.  In  1966.  32  Labour  MPs 
abstained  in  July  on  a  vote  on 
the  Government's  attitude  to 
American  policy  in  Vietnam, 
while  a  few  weeks  later  27 
MPS  abstained  on  the  propos¬ 
als  establishing  a  statutory 
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prices  and  incomes  policy, 
shortly  after  Frank  Cousins 
had  resigned  from  the 
Cabinet 

These  were  all  far  bigger 
issues  than  last  night’s  mea¬ 
sure.  The  paradoxical  feature 
of  the  cut  in  lone-parent 
benefit  is  the  thinness  of  the 
Government's  case  on  its  spe¬ 
cific  merits.  There  will  be  a 


relatively  small  cash  saving, 
at  least  m  the  short  term,  and 
the  cut  does  not  strengthen 
incentives  to  work.  By  affect¬ 
ing  low-paid  single  parents  in 
work  it  may  even  discourage,  - 
those  seeking  jobs.  -■*  ■  ■ 

Hie  miginal  argument  for-  •; 
-the  change^  uiiroHridetf  ~  ty*- 
the  Tories  before  the  general 
election  was  to  equalise  treat¬ 
ment  with  married  people,  • 
though  the  main  case  ad-  ' 
vanced  now  by  ministers  — 
and  by  Clive  Soley.  chairman 
of  the  Parliamentary  Labour 
Party,  in  last  night's  debate  — 
was  that  it  should  be  seen  as 
merely  one  part  of  a  much 
wider  Welfare  to  Woric  pro¬ 
gramme 

But  the  debate  is  really  less 
about  these  specific  argu¬ 
ments  than  the  broader  ques¬ 
tions  of  welfare  and  public 
spending  strategy.  It  has  be¬ 
come  a  symbol  of  the  Govern¬ 


ment’s  determination  to  press 
ahead  with  what  ministers 
often  describe  as  “tough" 
choices  on  welfare  reform  and 
to  stick  to  tough  public  spend¬ 
ing  targets. 

Having  set  its  policy,  it  has 
become  almost  a  macho  test 
Of  its  determination.  There 
has  been  tittle 'patience  in 
Downing  -Street  with'  the 
^dissentos. 

The  rrn  pact  will  be  far  less 
than  the  sensational  immedi¬ 
ate  headlines  about  resigna¬ 
tions  and  the  biggest  revolt  of 
the  Parliament.  Such  events 
have  often  occurred  in  the 
past,  and  are  usually  soon 
forgotten.  They  seldom  have 
any  effect  on  -the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  broader  .legislative 
programme. 

•  There  are  two  uncertainties. 
First,  will  last  night's  argu¬ 
ments  have  a  souring  effect 
within  the  Parliamentary 
Labour  Party?  Many 
who  badeed  the  Government 
did  so  reluctantly  and  unhap¬ 


pily.  They  want  to  see  more 
evidence  of  the  Government's 
commitment  to  help  die  less 
well-off. 

Secondly,  will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  itsetf  now  become  more 
cautious  about  other  changes 
to  benefits?  If  ministers  do 
not  see  off  their  critics 
on  a  relatively  minor  issue- 
tike  single-parent  benefits, 
what  chance  do  they  have  on 
the  far  bigger  derisions  com¬ 
ing  up  on  student  fees  and 
possible  later  welfare  changes 
and  cutbacks  in  universal 
benefits. 

The  Blair  Government  has 
so  far  had  a  remarkably 
smooth  ride,  with  just  mutter- 
in  gs  of  dissent  from  the  old 
Left  That  could  not  last  and 
never  bas  under  any  previous 
reforming  administration. 
Last  night’s  revolt  marks 
a  shift  ip  mood,  and  an 
overdue  dose  of  political 
reality. 


Peter  Riddell 


described  as  “rotten"  last 
year’s  financial  settlement 
for  Scotland  under  die 
Conservatives.  As  a  result 
of  Labour’s  promise  to 
stick  id  Conservative 
spending  plans,  he  was 
forced  to  defend  the  budget 
in  Government  although  it 
was  almost  unchanged. 

He  was  one  of  a  handful 
of  Labour’s  1992  intake  to 
join  the  left-wing  Cam¬ 
paign  Group,  and  irr  1994 
he  signed  a  Commons 
motion  cafiing  for  the 
scrapping  of  die  Trident 
nuclear  missile  pro¬ 
gramme.  against  policy. 

His  appointment  to  the 
front  bench  by  Tony  Blair 
may  have  demonstrated 
foe  Prime  Minister's  desire 
.to  balance  left  and  right  in 
his  ministerial  team,  but  it 
was  alsorhe  direct  result  of 
a  resignation.  Mr  Chis¬ 
holm  was  appointed  as 
Labour’s  spokesman  on 
local  government  in  June 
1996  after  Jim  McAliion, 
MP  for  Dundee  East, 
stood  down  in  protest  at 
Mr  Blair’s  decision  to 
promise  a  referendum  on  a 
tax-raising  Scottish 
Parliament. 

Although  Mr  Chisholm 
was  a  staunch  supporter  of 
foe  campaign  for  foal  par¬ 
liament,  he  is  vehemently 
opposed  to  nationalism. 


London’s 
assembly 
‘should 
raise  funds’ 


By  Mark  Henderson 
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THE  Treasury  should  allow 
the  London-wide  authority 
proposed  by  the  Government 
to  set  its  own  budget  and  raise 
revenue,  a  pro-Labour  think- 
tank  said  yesterday. 

A  study  by  the  centre-left 
Institute  for  Public  Policy  Re¬ 
search  recommended  that  the 
Greater  London  Authority  be 
allowed  to  raise  its  own  funds 
with  transport-related  charges 
and  a  voluntary  business  levy. 
The  Treasury  is  pressing  for  a 
ban  cn  all  independent 
fundraising  powers  for  foe 
authority  in  the  White  Paper 
to  be  published  next  April 
which  will  be  put  to  London¬ 
ers  in  a  referendum  in  May. 

The  Government  made 
dear  in  a  July  Green  Paper 
that  the  London  authority 
would  not  have  tax-raising 
powers,  but  left  open  foe 
possibility  of  allowing  it  other 
sources  of  independent  fund¬ 
ing.  The  IPPR  report  suggests 
road .  pricing,  congestion 
charges,  parking  fares  and 
fees  charged  to  utilities  for 
digging  up  roads  should  all  be 
available.  The  Treasury  is 
anxious  to  block  even  these  to 
limit  the  assembly’s  power. 
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Irvine  seeks  to 
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improve  iivm 
wills’  option 


arrest  of  ‘hero’ 


By  Michael  Evans,  defence  correspondent 


LEGAL  reforms  proposed  yes¬ 
terday  would  give  people 
dearer  rights  to  say  in  ad' 
vance  what  medical  treatment 
they  would  accept  if  they 
became  too  ill  to  decide  at  the 
time. 

Through  rliving  wills"  they' 
would  be  -  able  to  appoint 
someone  with  a  continuing 
power  of  anomey  to  deal  with 
their  personal  and  healthcare 
matters  in  the  way  that  they 
can  now  ibr  arrangements 
concerning :  property  and 
finance. 

The  proposals,  published 
yesterday  by  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor.  Lord  Irvine  of  Lairg, 
would  enable  a  relative  or 
other  appoirted  person  to  be 
given  wide  powers  to  make 
dedsions  on  a  range  of  issues 
for  those  who  become  mental¬ 
ly  incapably  spanning  the 
withdrawal  cf  life-prolonging 
treatment  to  using  their 
money. 

At  the  sane  time,  there 
would  be  a  n«w  offence  for  a 
carer  to  ilkieat  or  wilfully 
neglect  a  person  they  had  care 
of  or  whose  property  they 
controlled. 

The  aim  is  rc  reform  the  law 
to  give  better  protection  to 
people  who  are  mentally  inca¬ 
pable  and  to  their  carers.  But 
the  consultatioa  paper  issued 
by  his  department,  Who  De¬ 
cides?,  mokes  dear  that  the 
Government  is  determined 
there  should  je  no  move 
towards  the  legalisation  of 
euthanasia. 

Lord  Irvine  tdd  the  Lords: 
"Euthanisa  is  a  deliberate 
intervention  undertaken  with 
the  express  intenron  of  ending 
a  life,  at  an  individual's  own 


Irvine:  ruled  outany 
move  to  euthanasia 


Frances  Gibb  on 
plans  to  clarify 
the  law  giving 
people  a  say  in 
future  healthcare 


request  or  for  a  merciful 
motive.  The  Go  vet  an  lent  is 
absolutely  opposed  to  eutha¬ 
nasia  in  any  form." 

The  Lord  Chancellor  wants 
reforms  to  improve  the  law  for 
people  who  are  menially  inca¬ 
pacitated,  whether  through  an 
accident  or  dementia.  At 
present,  the  Law  is  confusing 
and  fragmented. 

The  Lord  Chancellor's  De¬ 
partment  says:  “Many  carers 
in  particular  are  expected 
to  make  decisions  on  behalf  of 
incapacitated  adults  without  a 
dear  idea  as  to  the  legal 
authority’  for  those  dedsions." 

On  “living  wills",  or  ad¬ 
vance  statements,  the  Lord 
Chancellor  made  dear  that  it 
was  wrong  to  suggest  the 
proposals  would  introduce 
these  for  the  first  time.  People 
can  already  make  advance 
statements  refusing  medical 
treatment,  which  are  legally 
binding,  although  they  cannot 
make  statements  legally  com¬ 
pelling  doctors  to  provide  cer¬ 
tain  medical  treatment 

But  the  proposals  would 
clarify  the  law  and  indude 
safeguards  to  ensure  that  the 
statements  are  the  result  of  an 
informed  choice,  free  from 
undue  influence.  The  “living  i 
noils”  would  allow  a  patient 
with  cancer,  for  instance,  who 
knows  that  he  or  she  may  lose 
the  capacity  to  consent  to 
treatment  to  provide  that 
consent  in  advance.  Lord 
Irvine  said. 

Such  advance  statements 
cannot  therefore  require  a 
doctor  to  do  anything  unlaw¬ 
ful.  induding  taking  steps 
purely  to  end  the  parienfs  life, 
or  make  a  doctor  provivde 
treatment  that  he  does  not 
regard  as  in  the  patient’s  best 
interests. 

Lord  Irvine  said:  The  blunt 
truth  is  that  if  a  doctor  took 
such  action  [deliberately  end- 


Major’s  alert  on 
shift  to  the  right 

By  James  Landale,  political  reporter 


JOHN  MAJOR  warned  Wil¬ 
liam  Hague  yesterday  agiinst 
shifting  rhe  Conservative  Par¬ 
ty  to  the  right.  The  forner 
Prime  Minister  also  inshted 
that  Peter  Temple-Morris,  the 
Euraphile  MP  who  recently 
crossed  the  floor  to  sit  as  in 
independent  after  having  tie 
Tory  whip  withdrawn,  shoud 
still  be  welcome  in  the  parly. 

Speaking  at  a  Common* 
Press  Gallery  lunch.  Mr  Ma¬ 
jor  said:  "We  cannot  win 
elections  from  the  Centre;  we 
cannot  win  rhem  either  from 
the  right  wing.  That  is  the  way 
of  becoming  a  minority  party  < 
of  no  significance." 

He  added:  "The  Centre 
Right  is  where  rhe  Conserva¬ 
tive  party's  gut  essentially  is. 
That  is  where  it  needs  to  be.  It 
is  certainly  where  my  heart  is 
and  I  will  be  pushing  at  the 
open  door  that  William  Hague 
has  laid  out  tu  make  sure  that 
is  rhe  direction  we  take." 

In  a  warning  against  the 
Tories  becoming  too  Euro¬ 
sceptic  Mr  Major  said:  "! 
want  to  see  my  party  having 
an  ideology  but  to  use  that 
ideology  as  a  political  com¬ 
pass.  not  as  a  s traitjacket.” 


The  party,  he  said,  should 
strive  to  gather  together  the 
people  of  "a  basically  conser¬ 
vative  nation  which  rates  anti- 
Tory  from  rime  to  time". 

Mr  Major  denied  that  Mr 
Temple-Munis,  who  was  pre¬ 
sent.  hud  been  pushed  out  of 
the  pany.  "The  door  was  open 
but  it  was  Peter  who  walked 
out."  he  said.  “I  am  sorry  Peter 
has  gone.  I  would  welcome 
him  back  because  he  has  a  dis¬ 
tinctive  Conservative  voice.  If 
Peter  reconsiders,  no  one 
would  be  more  pleased  than  I 
would.  I  would  not  be  throw¬ 
ing  bricks  at  Peter.  I  would  be 
buying  him  a  large  gin  and 
tone  and  saying:  “welcome 
back'.” 

The  Tory  party  should  be  a 
broad  party,  he  said.  “There  is 
as  much  room  in  the  Canser- 
varivd  Party  for  people  with 
Peter’l  views,  as  well  as  with 
my  views,  and  others’  views. 
We  aid  not  a  narrow  ideologi¬ 
cal  grasp  and  we  are  not  going 
to  becuine  one." 

Mr  Thn pie-Morris  said  af¬ 
terward*:  "I  was  very  grateful 
for  the  way  that  John  Major 
treated  tie  issue.  He  was  very 
cenerou^and  nice."  - 
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ing  life]  he  would  be  exposed 
to  a  charge  of  murder." 

.  The  consultation  paper  is 
based  cot  proposals  made 
three  years  ago  by  the  Law 

Commission  of  England  and 
Wales.  Better  healthcare 
means  that  the  number  of 
people  over  85  will  rise  by 
more  than  30  per  cent  this 
decade,  it  says.  It  recom¬ 
mends  a  new  test,  in  which 
anything  done  for  another 
who  is  incapacitated  should  be 
in  that  person's  best  interests, 
subject  to  safeguards. 

Powers  to  act  cm  someone's 
behalf  would  not  extend  to 
dedsions  an  marriage,  di¬ 
vorce,  sexual  relations  or  vot¬ 
ing,  or  to  authorising  the  use, 
or  threat,  of  force  or  the 
person's  detention  or  confine¬ 
ment  The  overriding  princi¬ 
ple  is  that  people  should  be 
encouraged  to  make  decisions 
they  can  mate,  induding 
planning  ahead  for  when  they 
have  lost  the  capadty  to  con¬ 
sent  to.  or  refuse,  medical 
treatment. 


—THEY  ARREST  A  WAR  HERO  EVERY  WOWAmD 
AGAIN  N  pooft  ENOOORAqCR  JJSS  AUTRE*  ' 


MARTIN  BELL  condemned 
yesterday  the  treatment  of  an 
army  major  alleged  to  have 
spied  for  the  Serbs  in  Bosnia. 

In  a  Commons  debate,  the 
independent  MP  and  former 
war  correspondent  said  that 
Major  Milos  Stankovic.  of  the 
Parachute  Regiment  was  a 
hero  who  had  been  unfairly 
treated  by  foe  Ministry  of 
Defence  police. 

Major  Stankovic,  whose 
parents  are  Serbian. '  was  a 
liaison  officer  between  the  UN 
headquarters  and  the  Bosnian 
Serbs.  He  completed  four 
tours  of  duty  in  Bosnia  and 
was  appointed  an  MBE.  Mr 
Bdl  met  him  many  times 
daring  television  assignments 
there. 

The  officer  was  arrested  fay 
MoD  police  in  October  at  his 
home  in  Famham.  Surrey,  for 
alleged  offences  under  the 
Official  Secrets  Act  He  was 
later  released  on  police  baft. 
The  MoD  police  have  refused 
to  give  any  details  of  the 
investigation. 

Mr  Bell  told  MPs  that  the 
major  bad  rescued  50  Canadi¬ 
an  peacekeepers  daring  one 
tour  of  duty,  and  during 


another  had  saved  the  life  of  a 
Muslim  woman  injured  fay 
sniper  fire.  “What  kind  of  a 
people  are  we.  and  what  kind 
of  a  signal  does  it  send,  if  we 
reward  our  heroes  by  arresting 
them?  Heroes  are  ordinary 
people  who  do  extraordinary 
things,  and  Major  MQos 
Stankovic  is  such  a  man.” 

When  Major  Stankovic  was 
arrested,  Mr  BeO  said,  he  was 
not  allowed  to  make  a  tele¬ 
phone  call.  The  police  had 
taken  personal  items  from  his 
flat  in  Famham,  induding  his 
medals,  but  had  not  provided 
an  inventory.  “He  has  been  left 
to  twist  in  die  wind." 

The  MoD  police  investiga¬ 
tion  is  continuing  and  Major 
Stankovic  has  not  been 
charged  with  any  offence.  Mr 
Bell  urged  John  Reid,  the 
Armed  Forces  Minister,  to 
ensure  that  the  officer’s  rights 
were  respected  and  that  the 
case  was  concluded  without 
delay. 

Dr  Reid  would  not  comment 
on  MoD  procedures  but  said 
that  Major  Stankovic  was 
being  given  the  support  of  a 
senior  officer  as  (he  inquiry 
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Israel 
rushes 
to  block 
Arab 
census 

By  Christopher  Walker 

IN  JERUSALEM 

THE  struggle  for  Jerusa¬ 
lem  intensified  yesterday 
as  Israel  rushed  through 
legislation  designed  to 
prevent  attempts  by  the 
Palestinian  Authority  to 
conduct  9  census  among 
the  estimated  180.000 
Arabs  in  annexed  east 
Jerusalem. 

The  move  to  push 
through  three  consecutive 
readings  of  the  Bill  in  a 
single  Knesset  session  was 
the  first  time  such  a  move, 
dubbed  by  the  Israeli 
press  as  “a  lightning  law¬ 
making  bid",  had  been 
made  'since  Menachem 
Begin,  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter,  extended  Israeli  law  to 
the  Syrian  Golan  Heights 
in  1981. 

The  legislation  was  ta¬ 
bled  in  the  form  of  an 
amendment  to  Israel's  law 
on  implementing  its  peace 
deals  with  the  Palestine 
Liberation  Organisation. 
“It  widens  the  authority  to 
prevent  ail  activities  of  the 
PLO  or  of  the  Palestinian 
Authority  inconsistent 
with  the  sovereignty  of  the 
state  of  Israel,"  the  Justice 
Ministry  said. 

Israeli  security  in  east 
Jerusalem  was  tightened 
to  damp  down  on  any 
Palestinians  trying  to  con¬ 
duct  census  activity  there. 

Thousands  of  census 
staff  were  colliding  ques¬ 
tionnaires  already  distrib¬ 
uted  throughout  the  West 
Bank  and  Gaza  Strip  in  an 
exercise  launched  with  de¬ 
liberate  symbolism  to 
mark  another  step  to¬ 
wards  Palestinian  state¬ 
hood  and  to  mark  this 
week's  tenth  anniversary 
of  the  start  of  the  intifada. 

In  the  occupied  West 
Bank  and  Gaza.  Palestin¬ 
ian  supporters  of  the  cen¬ 
sus,  tne  first  conducted 
there  for  30  years  and  the 
first  carried  out  by  the 
Palestinians  themselves, 
carried  posters  reading: 
“Census  is  the  way  to 
build  the  state”. 


Jemima  Khan  echoes  mullahs 


AHfWC  CftMAR*  *  THEHMES 


Bv  Christopher  THomas,  south  asia  correspondent 


JEMIMA  KHAN’S  transfor¬ 
mation  from  Western  socialite 
to  protagonist  of  conservative 
Eastern  values  has  surprised 
and  delighted  Pakistanis. 

She  says  fundamental  as¬ 
pects  of  Pakistani  society  are 
“supremely  civilised"  com¬ 
pared  with  the  West  -  an 
affirmation  that  the  troubled 
Islamic  state  will  find  reassur¬ 
ing  from  such  a  glamorous 
exemplar  of  Western  culture. 

In  two  articles  in  The  News. 
a  respected  daily  newspaper, 
ihe  daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
James  Goldsmith,  the  finan¬ 
cier,  criticises  _ 

the  disintegra¬ 
tion  of  family  in 
the  West  and  de¬ 
clares  her  de¬ 
light  with  the 
extended  Paki¬ 
stani  family"  in 
her  case,  an 
army  of  relatives 
of  her  husband. 

Imran  Khan,  the  _______ 

former  Pakistani 
cricket  captain-tumed-politi- 
cian.  She  lives  in  Lahore  with 
his  Father  and  sisters,  their 
husbands  and  their  children, 
and  two  years  after  her  mar¬ 
riage  professes  to  like  the  swirl 
of  it  ail.  “1  firmly  believe  that 
the  joint  family  system  and 
small  intimate  communities 
form  a  more  solid  foundation 
for  the  development  of  mature 
and  stable  individuals.'’ 

Her  vigorous  defence  of  her 
adopted  country  and  scorn  for 
Western  decadence  sounds  al¬ 
most  like  the  language  of 


C  In  England, 
children  are 
brought  up  at 
a  distance, 
physically  and 
emotionally  9 


mullahs,  and  certainly  of 
right-wing  politicians,  to  wit: 
"The  increasingly  high  di¬ 
vorce  and  crime  rates  Jin  the 
West),  the  domestic  violence 
and  child  abuse,  axe  all  signs 
of  severe-  social  breakdown 
and  moral  disintegration." 
She  says  Pakistan  is  mistaken¬ 
ly  viewed  by  many  Westerners 
as  brutal,  uncivilised,  and 
filled  with  terrorists  and  fun¬ 
damentalists.  “True.”  she 
adds,  “corruption  is  endemic 
and  politically  and  economi¬ 
cally  the  country  is  in  a  mess.” 

Mrs  Khan  tells  of  lessons 
she  has  learnt 
from  Pakistanis 
about  raising 
children  —  not 
putting  them  in 
separate  rooms 
away  from  their 
parents  at  night 
and  breast-feed¬ 
ing  babies  well 
beyond  the  three 
weeks  to  three 
_  months  consid¬ 
ered  normal  in  the  West. 
Pakistani  women,  she  notes, 
breast-feed  for  two  years. 

She  believes  her  year-old 
son  benefits  from  the  joint 
family.  Once  a  week  his 
grandfather,  Aga  Jan.  takes 
all  his  grandchildren  to  Friday 
prayers  in  the  local  mosque  — 
a  custom  she  thought  touch¬ 
ingly  old-fashioned  when  she 
first  moved  to  Pakistan,  in  the 
WesL  she  informs  readers, 
families  are  often  barely  able 
to  fulfil  their  basic  functions  to 
protect  and  instrucL 


Jemima  Khan,  in  England  with  her  son.  Now  she  praises  Pakistani  society's  virtues  and  scorns  Western  decadence 


She  expresses  sympathy  for 
single  working  mothers  in  the 
West,  who  have  few  social 
benefits  and  are  forced  to  send 
children  to  day-care  centres. 
Mrs  Khan  praises  the  practice 
of  discussing  marital  prob¬ 
lems  within  the  family  home. 


whereas  in  England  people  go 
to  marriage-guidance  counsel¬ 
lors.  And  “instead  of  asking 
our  mothers  to  help  with 
unruly  children,  we  go  to 
behavioural  specialists". 

When  she  visits  England 
she  says  she  longs  to  be  able  to 


take  her  son  to  dinner  with 
her,  but  it  is  not  considered 
conventional.  “In  England, 
children  are  generally  brought 
up  at  a  distance,  both  physi¬ 
cally  and  emotionally.” 

She  ends  her  praise  of 
Pakistan  by  comparing  its  ties 


of  family  and  community  with 
the  individualism  and  selfish¬ 
ness  of  Western  culture.  "I 
would  think  that  most  West¬ 
erners  would  have  to  agree 
that  in  many  ways  Pakistani 
society  is  far  less  barbaric 
than  it  sometimes  appears." 


Winnie 
suffers 
setback  in 
ANC  race 

From  Inigo  Gilmore 

rv  JOHANSESm^C 

THE  anempf  by  Winnie 

Madikizela-Mandela  lo  be-. 

come  deputy  president  ci 
South  Africa’s  ruling  Afncan 
National  Congress  suffered  a 
further  setback  vvstero^y 
when  the  port)’  an™ 
plans  to  alter  the  nommacon 
process  ai  next  week*  conter- 
ence  in  a  move  designed  to 
undermine  her  chances. 

Charles  Ncjakulu.  the 
ANCs  nominaticns  comma- 
tee  co-ordinator,  said  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  a  show  of  hands  by 
the  voting  delegates  required 
for  a  nomination  to  proceed 
may  be  inureasec  from  10  per 
cent  to  25  per  cent  or  30  per 

cent.  •  .  .  . 

The  change  may  be  decisive 
in  Mrs  Mandela's  campaign 
for  the  post,  as  ter  rival  Jacob 
Zuma  has  been  laminated  te¬ 
al!  nine  provinces  and  she  can 
challenge  him  wily  if  she  is 
nominated  from  the  floor. 
Although  her  supporters  insist 
they  will  be  able  to  muster 
sufficient  support,  whatever 
the  procedure.  delegates 
might  be  rduaant  to  show 
their  support  publicly  for  Mrs 
Mandela. 

There  has  teen  an  increas¬ 
ingly  wide  rift  between  Presi¬ 
dent  Mandelz*s  former  wife 
and  the  ANC  national  leader¬ 
ship,  which  is  aiming  lo 
isolate  her. 


Rescuers  abandon  attempt  to  free  ‘human  zoo’  women 


The  captive  long-necked  Paduang 


AN  ATTEMPT  to  free  the  captive 
women  and  children  of  a  Bur¬ 
mese  long-necked  hill  tribe,  who 
have  been  kept  under  guard  as  a 
tourist  attraction  for  visitors  to 
northern  Thailand,  has  ended  in 
failure  with  rescuers  saying  they 
left  the  district  fearing  for  their 
lives. 

Despite  protestations  from  refu¬ 
gee  officials  and  a  Thai  child 
welfare  group;  the  32  surviving 
members  of  the  Padaung  tribe, 
who  were  kidnapped  last  year 
and  made  exhibits  in  a  “human 
zoo",  were  handed  back  into  the 
are  of  their  kidnappers  and  a 
gang  leader. 

While  it  is  not  unusual  in 
Thailand  for  district  officials  and 
police  to  work  in  collusion  with 
gangsters,  and  in  many  cases  be 
on  their  payroll.  Sudarat  SerewaL 
a  child  welfare  worker,  said  she 


Members  of  a  Burmese  tribe  who  were  rescued 
from  captivity  by  welfare  workers  have  been 
sent  bade  to  their  kidnappers  by  Thai  police, 
Andrew  Drummond  reports  from  Mai  Ai 


was  shocked  by  events  in  the  town 
of  Mai  Ai,  northern  Thailand,  and 
worried  about  the  country's  hu¬ 
man  rights  image.  “1  am  deeply 
saddened  and  very  concerned  for 
these  people,  who  cried  out  for 
help.”  she  said.  Ms  Sudarat  said 
she  would  return  to  Bangkok  and 
raise  the  matter  a!  a  higher  level 
of  government 

Central  to  the  row  are  the  large 
sums  being  made  by  a  Hoi 
businessman,  newspaper  publish¬ 
er  and  nightclub  owner.  Thana 
Nakluang,  who  was  named  by 


The  Times  last  month  after  we 
followed  the  trail  of  the  kid¬ 
napped  Padaung  to  his  camp  near 
Mai  AL  Here  the  Padaung  were 
made  to  build  bamboo  huts  next 
to  a  Thai  Army  Ranger  post,  and 
are  guarded  by  his  men,  who  live 
in  barracks  and  have  an  armoury 
of  M16s  and  even  mortars.  Tour¬ 
ists  are  charged  between  £4  and 
£5  to  look  at  the  women.  Guides 
accompanying  tourists  daim  that 
generous  Thai  people  have  rallied 
together  to  give  the  Padaung  land 
and  a  living.  Nothing  could  be 


further  from  the  truth.  The 
Padaung  say  they  are  deprived  of 
medical  attention  and  schooling 
for  their  children,  forbidden  to 
leave  the  camp  and  that  two  have 
died  through  lack  of  medical  help. 

In  ugly  scenes  outside  Mai  Ai 
police  station.  Nakluang*  body¬ 
guards  threatened  to  beat  a  Times 
photographer,  who  had  arrived 
after  Ms  Sudarat  had  accompa¬ 
nied  several  Padaung  to  give 
statements  about  their  kidnap¬ 
ping.  “Keep  out  of  our  business 
you  lizard.”  said  Ralddat 
SiriwaJai.  whom  the  Padaung 
bad  identified  as  one  of  the 
kidnappers. 

From  inside  the  police  station 
the  four  Padaung  men  begged  the 
refugee  and  Thai  officials  not  to. 
let  the  police  send  them  back  to 
the  camp.  “You  have  to  take  us  aQ 
out  together  now.  or  we  do  not 


know  what  wSJ  happen."  said 
one. 

Thana  Naklaang  denied  the 
people  were  teki  against  their 
will.  “I  am  looking  after  them  out 
of  the  goodness  of  my  heart.  They 
are  much  bciler  off  here.  And  they 
are  free  to  cone  and  go.  Obvious¬ 
ly  1  make  money  too.”  He  denied 
die  Padaung1  had  been  kid¬ 
napped.  saying  they  had  merely 
wandered  across  the  border  near 
his  camp.  When  1  asked  him  if  he 
would  tell  the  Padaung  they  were 
free  to  go,  he  replied:  “I  could  not 
do  that  Heir  welfare  is  my 
responsibnil7." 

Sura  pong  Chaiyanan.  Acting 
Permanent  Secretary  at  the  For¬ 
eign  Ministy,  said. yesterday  he 
had  submitxd  a  full  report  to  the 
Thai  tiiini&y  of  interior  and  the 
Thai  Army  to  take  action  if  the 
report  prated  tore. 
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HOME  STUDY  PLUS 

•  Intel  166MHz  Pentium" 
Processor  with  MMX'" 
technology 

•  32MB  EDO  RAM 

•  3.5GB  UDMA  IDE 
Hard  Disk  Drive 

•  15*  SVGA  Colour  Monitor 

•  2MB  3-D  Graphics  Card 
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/i/Vith  over  fifty  High  ’ 
Street  showrooms  you 
can  try  before  you  buy . 

At  Tiny  we  make  the  PCs  we  sell. 
And  we  sell  no  other  make. 

We're  a  technology-led  company. 

So  we  can  guarantee  the  latest  PC 
developments  on  the  High  Street 
before  anyone  rise. 

That's  the  beauty  oF  seHirrg  direct 
The  same  goes  for  price,  since  we 
have  no  middleman.  This  makes  Tiny  ‘ 
value  the  best  every  time. 

Service  is  also  direct  If  you  ever 
need  support  you  go  straight  to  Tiny  ■ 
for  fast  answers. 

And  we  cut  out  the  jargon.  Tiny 
showroom  staff  are  trained  to  speak 
your  language;  plain  English. 

.  You  see,  no-one  is  more  direct  . 

\^hanTiny.  ■  •  ■  j 


REPAYMENT  EXAMPLE 
HOME  STUDY  PLUS 

PC  cash  price  £1205.55  (inc  delivery  £27+ VAT  @ 
17.5%).  Pay  whole  balance  on  or  before  doe  payment 
date  interest  free.  Alternatively,  pay  36  monthly 
P*t™nts  ol  £47.33.  Total  amount  payable  £1703.88. 
ArR  Z6.9%.  Written  quotations  upon  request  finance 
l  subject  to  status. 
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OXFORD 
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WATFORD 
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LAKESIDE 
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nor  open  on  Sundsyi 

THE  BIGGEST  PC  MANUFACTURER  IN  THE  HIGH  STREET 

"BS 0800 731 9372 

TINY  COMPUTERS  LIMITED,  REDHIU.  BUSINESS  WUHC,  BONEHURST  ROAD.  SALFOBDS,  KDtflLL,  SURREY  RH1  STB. 


SWINDON  &  MILTON  KEYNES 


WFVE  SPENT  60  YEARS 

i  • 

BUILDING  MUCH  MORE  THAN 
JUST  A  REPUTATION. 


-H. 


In  1936  the  National 
House-Building  Council  was 
set  to  ‘encourage  and 
promote  a  high  standard  of 
design,  workmanship  and 
materials  in  house  building 
in  the  United  Kingdom'. 


to  sot  up  in  South  Africa. 

t 

But  despite  our  many 
successes,  we’re  not 
resting  on  our  laurels. 
We're  just  as  committed  to 
protecting  consumers  now 
as  we  wore  in  1936. 


Today,  we  act  as  the  independent  regulatory  And  to  continuilly  help  improve  the  quality  of 

body  for  the  UK  house-building  Industry  and.  to  new  homes  to  ryeet  rising  consumer  expectations 


dote,  have  inspected,  set  construction  Standards 


Thafls  why  We're  currently  carrying  out  a  fundamental 


and  provided  vita!  home  buyer  protection  for  about  review  of  hew  operate.  Because  we  re  determined  to 

5  million  homes.  That's  over  30*  of  the  private  deliver  hom^uyar  protection  and  independant  industry 


sector  housing  stock. 

Our  modal  of  standard  setting  and  home  owner 


r^gutetion  m  for  the  21  st  Century. 

7 

50  y?U  can  be  3ure-  *n  a  future  that 

protection  has  been  erntteted  aS  over  the  world  -  from  needs  another  4.4  million  new  h 

nomes  over  tho 


Canada  Europe  and  the  Far  East  to  Ihe  new 
home  warranty  system  we  are  helping 


next  twenty  years,  we'll  be  there  to 
I  see  they're  built  to  last 


NHBC.  Burldmark  House,  Chiftern  Avenue,  Amersham.  Bucks  HP6  SAP 
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rioters 

‘will  face 
police 
bullets 

From  Jan  Raath  in  Harare 


THE  Zimbabwean  Govern¬ 
ment  reacted  imperiously  yes¬ 
terday  in  the  face  of  an 
overwhelming  display  of  anti- 
govemmeni  sentiment  this 
week,  with  a  threat  that  police 
would  shoot  demonstrators. 

Cabinet  ministers  appeared 
astonished  at  the  almost  total 
support  for  Tuesday’s  one-day 
narionai  strike  that  closed 
down  government  and  busi¬ 
ness.  and  last  night  were 
forced  to  withdraw  or  soften  a 
series  of  taxes  imposed  last 
month. 

Attempts  to  push  legislation 
through  parliament  faced  a 
rebellion  by  backbenchers  of 
the  ruling  Zanu  (PF)  party, 
who  refused  to  pass  the  in¬ 
crease  in  sales  tax  and  taxes  on 
fuel  and  electricity. 

After  a  two-hour  parliamen¬ 
tary’  caucus  meeting,  Herbert 
Murerwa.  the  Finance  Minis¬ 
ter.  announced  that  5  per  cent 
increases  on  taxes  on  fuel  and 
electricity  charges  would  be 
removed  from  a  Bill,  leaving  a 
2-5  per  cent  rise  in  sales  tax  to 
17.5  per  cent.  An  increase  in 
income  tax  was  dropped  at  the 
weekend  after  protests  from 
grassroots  supporters  at  the 
annual  party  conference. 

The  Zimbabwe  Congress  of 
Trade  Unions  (ZCTU),  which 
organised  the  strike,  is  due  to 
discuss  the  issue  next  week.  It 
is  expected  to  press  for.  the 
removal  of  the  sales  rax. 

The  streets  of  Harare,  the 
capital,  returned  to  normal 
yesterday  after  a  day  of  vio¬ 
lence  which  flared  when  police 
confronted  strikers  with  a  bar¬ 
rage  of  teargas  and  flailing . 
batons-  Duraiso  Dabengwa, 
the  Horae  Affairs.., Minister, 


Chihuri:  urged  to 
apologise  or  quit 


told  parliament  that  people 
-should  not  take  to  the  streers 
for  the  sake  of  demonstrating. 
The  workers  should  know  that 
if  they  stretch  police  patience 
too  far,  they  would  no!  hesitate 
to  shoot  them." 

He  said  he  had  ordered 
police  to  stop  Tuesday’s  pro¬ 
tests  because  of  an  "unholy 
alliance"  between  white  em¬ 
ployers  and  fanners  and  the 
ZCTU.  He  refused  to  give 
MPs  details  of  the  “alliance". 
Lazarus  Nzareyebani.  anMP. 
warned  Mr  Dabengwa: 
“Those  who  live  by  the  sword, 
die  by  the  sword." 

President  Mugabe’s  hand¬ 
ling  of  the  nation’s  political 
and  economic  crisis,  rooted  in 
uncontrolled  corruption  and 
incompetent  administration, 
has  stripped  away  the  temer¬ 
ity  with  which  people  and 
organisations  usually  ap¬ 
proach  him  and  his  parry.  A 
wave  of  angry  denunciations, 
in  language  rarely  heard  in 
Zimbabwe,  has  followed  the 
riots. 

Lawyers  for  dvic  bodies 
were  last  night  drafting  a 
petition  to  the  High  Court  to 
prosecute  Augustine  Chihuri. 
the  Police  Commissioner,  for 
contempt  of  court,  which  car¬ 
ries  a  jail  sentence.  Despite 
being  served  with  a  court 
order  not  to  interfere  with  the 
mid-morning  protest  on  Tues¬ 
day.  police  continued  their 
violent  operation  until  late  in 
the  afternoon. 

Zimbabwe  Lawyers  for  Hu¬ 
man  Rights  described  police 
behaviour  as  “nothing  short  of 
fascism",  and  called  an  Mr 
Chihuri. and -Mr  Dabengwa  to 

apologise  or  resign.  . 

.Mite  Asiret  head  of  the 
Catholic  Commission  for  Jus¬ 
tice  and  Peace  in  Zimbabwe, 
said  Mr  Dabengwa’s  “most 
irresponsible  statement  will 
do  nothing  but  encourage 
police  in  these  circumstances" 
to  open  fire  on  civilians. 
Zimbabwean  police  routinely 
carry  automatic  weapons. 

□  London:  Baroness  Symons, . 
file  Foreign  Office  minister, 
last  night  criticised  Zimba¬ 
bwe's  plans  to  seize  white- 
owned  farmland,  saying  that 
it  would  damage  the  economy 
and  do  nothing  to  help  the 
poor.  /R  euters) 
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Cooking  pot  poses  threat 
to  Africa’s  great  apes 


An  elephant  crippled  by  a  mine  in  an  area  of  Sri  Lanka  ’where  troops  and  Tamil 
rebels  are  fighting.  limps  as  his  keeper  takes  him  for  a  bath  at  the  Pinnawela  i 
elephant  orphanage.  The  animal  has  rejected  every  effort  to  fit  an  artificial  limb  | 


.APE  populations  in  Africa  are 
being  devastated  by  hunting 
and  ‘trade  in  “bushinear.  the 
name  given  to  any  wildlife 
destined  for  the  table.  In  some 
countries  in  West  Africa,  num¬ 
bers  of  chimps  and  gorillas 
are  declining  rapidly  because 
of  commercial  hunting. 

"The  bushmeat  trade  is  the 
greatest  danger  to  apes  in 
Central  and  West  Africa  to¬ 
day".  Jane  Goodall.  the  British 
conservationist,  said  here  yes¬ 
terday.  “There  are  large  chimp 
populations  in  Cameroon.  Ga¬ 
bon  and  the  two  Congo?  but 
they  are  disappearing  fast.” 

Wildlife  has  been  pan  of  the 
diet  of  Africans  for  centuries 
but  it  is  being  hunted  more 
intensively  now  than  ever.  As 
logging  companies  push  deep¬ 
er  into  forests,  new  areas 
become  accessble  to  hunters 
who  find  ready  markets  for 
bushmeat. 

Bushmeat  is  widely  avail¬ 
able  in  restaurants  in  West 
Africa  as  well  as  in  cities  such 
as  Paris,  Madrid  and  Brussels 
which  have  large  immigrant 
populations.  In  Yaounde  in 
Cameroon,  gorilla  is  served 
smoked  or  as  steak  or  stew. 

Rutting  monkey  meat  has 
been  found  in  suitcases  of 


From  David  Okr  in  Nairobi 

passengers  travelling  I  mm  Af¬ 
rica  to  Spain  and  haggage 
handlers  have  refused  to  touch 
die  luggage  because  uf  rhe 
smell  and  their  fear  of  the 
deadly  Ebola  virus,  which 
kills  humans,  chimpanzees 
and  monkeys. 

"It  used  tu  be  just  about 
subsistence  hunting  fur  the 
local  people  in  West  Africa." 
said  Ms  GnodaJ).  best  known 
for  her  work  on  chimpanzees 
in  Tanzania  where  the 


BUSH  CUISINE 


Chimps  and  gorillas  are 
usually  roasted  over  hut 
coats  on  a  spit.  The  head 
is  chopped  off  first: 
cooks  say  it  looks  loo 
human  and  can  frighten 
diners.  The  brain  is  con¬ 
sidered  a  delicacy  in 
some  countries. 

Bush  meat.  not  known 
for  tenderness,  must  be 
cooked  slowly.  Before 
cooking,  it  is  seasoned 
with  salt  and  sometimes 
the  dish  is  eaten  with 
piri-piri  (chilli)  or  a 
sauce,  though  rarely 
with  herbs. 


bushmeat  trade  is  also  grow¬ 
ing.  “Now  hunters  arc  using 
different  weapons.  They  shtiur 
the  animals,  dry  the  meat  nr 
smoke  it.  then  send  it  nut  of  the 
forest  with  the  logging 

companies." 

Instead  of  using  traditional 
nets,  spears  and  snares,  pyg¬ 
my  groups  such  as  the  Ba’Aka 
uf  the  Congo  and  Cameroon 
now  use  shotguns  supplied  by 
traders  and  loggers.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  a  study  by  the  World 
Society  for  the  f ‘ruled  ion  uf 
Animals,  an  estimated  SOU 
western  lowtiand  gorillas  are 
killed  annually  lor  the 
bushmeat  trade  in  one  district 
of  Cameroon. 

In  recent  months,  gorillas 
and  large  numbers  of  ele¬ 
phants  are  reported  to  ha\e 
been  killed  for  food  by  soldiers 
in  the  eastern  region  of  ihe 
Democratic  Republic  of  Con¬ 
an  (formerly  Zaire). 

The  offspring  of  dead  apes 
are  either  left  to  die  ur  are  sold 
as  pets.  In  Central  Africa, 
infant  chimps  a  re  often  offered 
by  roadside  vendors  to  pass¬ 
ing  motorists. 

Though  the  trade  in  apes  fur 
pets  is  decreasing  worldwide, 
chimpanzees  are  still  >tiuyh; 
after  in  some  Arab  countries. 


Hudgens  Large 
Honeydew  Melon  Each 


Pringles 

(AJf  Varieties)  Canister 


Budgens 
Clementines 

Includes  33 %  Extra  Free!  I.35kg  Pack 


Foster’s  Lager 

12  For  The  Price  Of  10! 
12  x  440ml  Cans  Pack 


John  Smith’s  Bitter 

12  For  The  Price  Of  10! 
12  x  440ml  Cans  Pack 


Bensons  Savoury  Snacks 

Onion  Rings/Com  Curts/ 
Savoury  Sticks  5Qg 


Kraft  Cracker 
Barrel  200g 


Sara  Lee  Gateau 
Double  Chocofate/Lemon  340g 


Coca  Cola/Diet  Coke/ 
Caffeine  Free  Diet  Coke 
2  Litre  £1.19  Each 


GO  TO  TOWN 
THIS  CHRISTMAS 
WITHOUT  GOING 
OUT  OF  TOWN. 


— t: 


Blanc  de  Biancs/Rouge  de  France 
Cuvee  Spedale  75d 


W 


Pernod  Hex 
lime  275ml 


Romanian  Pinot 
Noir/Grts  75d 


wm LSAVE30p  Jgjg; 


Romanian 
Pinot  Noir  3  Litre 


If  you  can  purchase  an  equivalent  product  of 
the  same  quality  on  this  advertisement  for  less  locally,  ^ 
we  will  reftind  double  the  difference.  No  arguments.* 

These  are  just  a  selection  of  the  products  you'll  find 
on  special  offer  In  Budgens  this  Christmas. 


Haywards  Harry  Ramsden’s 
Jubilee  Pickled  Onions  454g 


Budgens  Bridge  Rolls 

.  10  Pack 


Ocean  Spray  Soft  Drinks 

Cranberry  &  Raspberry/ 
Cranberry  &  Blackcurrant  I  Litre 


Ocean  Spray  Soft  Drinks 
Cranberry  Classic  I  Litre 


Budgens  Orange  Juice 

6  For  The  Price  Of  5!  6  x  1  Litre  Pack 


fmt\*  L  * 


L  JL  iaUpu,/  *  ’■ 

Vina  Gracia  de  Chile 

Chardonnay/ 
Cabernet  Sauvignon  75c! 


Helene  Marty 
Petit  Chablis  75d 


Douwe  Egberts  Full 
Aroma  Medium  Coffee 
for  Filters/Cafetieres 
Excluding  After  Dinner  &  Decaffeinated 

227g 


ffiBL 


Freshbake  Party  Chivers  Olde 

Sausage  Rolls  English  Marmalade  | 

60  For  The  Price  Of  SO!  840g  454g  95p  Each 


Rose's  Lime 
Marmalade 
454g  88p  Each 

XT. 


Brussels/Ardennes  Pate 

Per/Ib  (Loose  From  Deli) 


Cookstown 
Unsmoked 
Gammon  Joint  1.2kg 


Budgens  Fresh 
West  Country  Beef 
Tbpside/Silverside/Top  Rump 

WIN  A  TRIP  TO  VENICE! 

Per  lb 


BUDGENS 

WHERE  YOUR  MONEY  GOES  FURTHER.  NOT  YOU; 


V.  {CAWWCM 
••  WIANCSOWITHtllE  ’ 

. JliSKTXNCE  BTHE  IIP.V 

OAUPtANCtMMLMTt  -;■» 

■  i  ’■ 


y:  SELECT 

C  BEEF  i 


;  j$szpru&ry  1998. 


n  U  n  G  L  \  S  c  U  A  I  r  Y  CORNER 


fTPmtx  yM  init  fro-r.-n  ijot  prt^xn  of  the  same  ntfev ho  in  a  lorrmetea’  within  »  ratfaa  of  BmtjjEm  »nd  wttifri  7  day?  ot  Bm^gra  product  txg’chga  Appfes  o*if  to  Produce  where  y«i  the  3  Pncg  Arortw  agn  rgiorr  Sus*ca  [0  jvatosiTy, 

ReC^i^fluirBdRdbixlSR*Bdto3ofeac/iprnelua.tftd((jflarsii)f«ot«o»>i*iMlt)(  "Savirip on  pnccvyhwbot^nBxirtdis^TheiepiwiJBj  were  pwMhriym sale ai die  h^ierpncelniiaiiidii  some,  bot not  ait/otriterei  Offcn  rw. raid m  Bijdgenj 
Cowtey/Sanwat/ScWEmthi^  Soma  myna  be  re^nBudgareBtp^  Pam-ipm). 


1 


SI 


16  OVERSEAS  NEWS 


THE  TIMES 


THURSDAY  DECEMBER 


11 1997 


Kazakhs  protest 


as  capital  moves 


to  frozen  north 


From  Richard  Beeston  in  Moscow 


TO  THE  prmesfs  of  bureau- 
crass  and  the  outrage  of  diplo¬ 
mats.  Kazakhstan  yesterday 
official ly  moved  its  capital  700 
miles  north  to  the  bleak  and 
frozen  town  of  Akmnla. 

In  a  gesture  reminiscent  of 
the  follies  of  Soviet  leaders, 
who  moved  entire  populations 
around  the  empire  like  chess- 

pieces,  President  Nazarbayev 

proclaimed  the  opening  of 
Central  Asia's  newest  capital. 

“For  the  first  rime  in  its 

dramatic  Jntti-century  history. 
Kazakhstan  has  made  its  own 
decision  about  its  capital,"  the 
autocratic  leader  told  a  glum 
audience  of  officials  forced  to 
start  new  lives  on  the  barren 
northern  Kazakh  steppes. 

"Akmola  is  one  of  the  geo¬ 
graphical  centres  of  Eurasia." 
he  said  "ft  wilf  become  a 
major  communications  centre 
for  this  super-continent." 

De>pite  his  optimistic  rone, 
the  town  of  3UU.000  has  a  long 
way  to  go.  There  is  barely  any 
infrastructure  in  place  rerun  a 
country  the  size  of  Western 
Europe.  Power  failures  are 
frequent  and  gas  and  water 
supplies  are  routinely  cut.  In 
contrast,  the  tree-lined  streets 
of  Alma  Ata,  the  former  capi¬ 
tal  set  in  the  foothills  of  the 
Tien  Shan  mountains,  have 
never  looked  so  good. 

Ever  since  Nikiia  Khru¬ 
shchev  made  Akmola  the 
centre  of  his  disastrous  “virgin 
lands"  campaign  to  settle  and 


develop  the  Central  Asian 
steppes,  the  town  has  earned 
the  reputation  of  bring  one  of 
the  bleakest  locations  in  the 
former  Soviet  Union. 

In  die  winter,  temperatures 
regularly  drop  to  -4QC  HOF). 
The  capital  is  buffeted  by 
blizzards  that  its  longnsuffer- 
ing  inhabitants  are  forced  to 
walk  sideways  into  the  wind  to 
get  anywhere.  Last  year  100 
people  died  in  winter  storms. 

Even  during  the  short  sum¬ 
mer  months  there  is  little 
respite  from  the  harsh  ele¬ 
ments  and  the  area  is  infested 
with  mosquitoes. 

The  Government  has  so  far 
nut  offered  convincing  reasons 
for  disrupting  the  lives  of 
thousands  of  bureaucrats, 
many  of  whom  have  been 
separated  from  their  families. 
The  reasons  given  for  the 
move  are  that  Alma  Ara  is  too 
crowded,  too  close  to  the 
Chinese  border  and  located  in 
an  active  earthquake  zone. 


AFGHANISTAN.' 


However,  the  real  reason  is  for 
more  logical:  the  vast  country 
with  a  population  of  only  17 
million  is  struggling  to  assert 
its  independence  since  the 
break-up  of  the  Soviet  Union. 
The  ethnic  Kazakhs  are  partic¬ 
ularly  fearful  about  the  coun¬ 
try’s  northern  areas  bordering 
Russia  which  are  rich  in 
metals,  oil  and  farmlands. 
Russians,  who  form  a  major¬ 
ity  in  the  north,  resent  the 
Kazakh-dominated  Govern¬ 
ment  and  there  have  been  calls 
by  Russian  nationalises  on 
both  sides  of  the  border  to 
bring  the  region  under  Mos¬ 
cow’s  rule. 

Whether  the  establishment 
of  a  new  capital  will  help  to 
reassert  Kazakhstan's  nation¬ 
hood  will  probably  depend  on 
the  hardiness  of  the  country* 
leadership.  While  Mr  Nazar¬ 
bayev  insists  he  plans  to  spend 
New  Year’s  Eve  in  his  new 
capital  observers  note  he  has 
kept  his  official  residences  in 
Alma  Ata  and  that  he  rarely 
spends  more  than  a  few  days 
at  a  time  in  Akmola. 

The  foreign  community  has 
so  far  shown  no  signs'  of 
movement,  and  none  of  he 
diplomatic  corps  has  yet  fol¬ 
lowed  the  Government  to  its 
new  seat  of  power. 

“We  do  not  at  this  stage 
have  any  plans  to  move  the 
embassy  from  Alma  Ata,”  a 
Foreign  Office  spokesman 
said. 


A  RUSSIAN  commando 
takes  up  position  at 
Sheremetyevo-1  airport  in 
Moscow  yesterday  in  a  suc¬ 
cessful  operation  to  arrest  a 
kme  hijacker  who  had  taken 
control  of  an  aircraft  The 
Uyoshin-tiZ’s  142  passengers 


Commandos  foil 
Russian  hijack 


were  freed,  all  unaware  of 
the  hijacking.  Gennadi 
Todikov,  59,  is  alleged  to 
have  taken  over  the  aircraft, 


armed  only  with  a  fake 
bomb,  after  it  took  off  from 
Magadan.'  eastern  Russia, 
bound  for  Moscow.  The 
man  was  said  to  have  de¬ 
manded  $10  million  (£6  mil¬ 
lion)  and  political  asylum  in 
Switzerland.  (Reuters) 


Yeltsin’s  return  to  hospital  ‘purely  a  precaution’ 


From  Robin  Lodge 

IV  MOSCOW 


PRESIDENT  YELTSIN  was  admit¬ 
ted  to  a  sanatorium  yesterday  with 
an  acute  respirator)'  infection  and 
was  expected  to  remain  there  for  ten 
to  12  days  in  case  his  condition  should 
become  serious. 

Mr  Yeltsin.  66.  has  a  long  history 
of  heart  disease  and  other  health 
problems  and  in  November  last  year 
underwent  a  heart  bypass  operation 
from  which  it  took  him  nearly  six 
months  to  recover.  His  return  to  the 
Barvikha  sanatorium,  just  outside 
Moscow,  immediately  raised  specu¬ 


lation  that  he  is  seriously  ill.  Howev¬ 
er,  Sergei  Yastrzhembsky,  the  presi¬ 
dential  spokesman,  said  yesterday 
that  the  Russian  leader  was  suffering 
from  nothing  worse  than  a  viral 
infection  and  that  his  admission  to 
Barvikha  was  purely  precautionary. 

"In  the  wake  of  a  cold,  the 
President  has  developed  a  respira¬ 
tory  viral  infection  and  doctors  do  not 
rule  out  the  possibility  of  it  turning 
into  influenza.  Accordingly,  they 
recommended  that  the  President  stay 
in  a  sanatorium."  he  said. 

Mr  Yastrzhembsky  said  the  Presir 
dent  continued  to  conduct  matters  of 
state  and  was  in  touch  with  his 


Government  by  telephone.  He  had 
not  been  confined  to  bed.  but  had 
been  advised  against  going  outdoors. 
Mr  Yeltsin  was  still  planning  to  go 
ahead  with  his  regular  weekly  radio 
address  to  the  nation  tomorrow. 
Other  engagements  in  the  coming 
few  days  had  been  cancelled,  al¬ 
though  he  did  plan  to  cast  his  vote  at 
elections  this  Sunday  for  die  Moscow 
City  Council. 

Over  the  past  few  months.  Mr 
Yeltsin  has  appeared  remarkably  fit 
and  even  robust  —  to  the  chagrin  of 
many  opposition  leaders  who  had 
called  earlier  in  the  year  for  his 
resignation  on  health  grounds.  His 


recovery  startled  even  his  strongest 
supporters,  who  had  been  dismayed 
by  his  appearance  in  the  weeks  after 
his  operation.  He  looked  frail  and 
weak,  slurred  his  words  and  often 
seemed  unaware  of  his  surround¬ 
ings.  Few  then  thought  it  .possible 
that  he  would  ever  return  to  full-time 
work,  let  alone  see  out  his  full  term 
to  2000. 

But  Mr  Yeltsin  characteristically 
defied  the  doubters  and  in  the  past 
few  months  has  seemed  rejuvenated. 
He  has  been  looking  fitter  and  more 
energetic  than  for  the  previous  two 
years,  when  at  tunes  he  appeared 
worn  down  through  work,  his  heart 


trouble  or  what  many  assumed  to  be 
an  over-indulgence  in  alcohol 
■  A  keen  sportsman  and  lavish 
reveller  in  the  past  Mr  Yeltsin  is 
understood  to  lead  a  more  subdued 
life  these  days,  forgoing  tennis  and 
heavy  drinking  sessions  In  favour  of 
calmer  pursuits.  Some  weeks  ago,  he 
was  given  a  check-up  by  Renat 
Akchurin,  die  heart  surgeon  who  led 
his  operating  team.  He  pronounced 
him  ift  and  hilly  recovered. 

Mr  Yeltsin  has  had  a  busy  sched¬ 
ule  over  the  fast  weeks  and  months, 
culminating  last  week  in  a  state  visit 
to  Sweden,  where  his  first  symptoms 
are  said  to  have  appeared. 
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COMPUTER  SYSTEMS 


THE  PRESIDENT’S  MEDICAL  HISTORY 


PRESIDENT  Yeltsin's  previ¬ 
ous  health  scares  include: 

□  April  1990:  While  travelling 
in  Spain,  in  hospital  with, 
possible"  heart  trouble. 

get 

meeting  with  Taoiseach.  Lat¬ 
er,  says  he  overslept 

□  July  1995:  In  hospital  for 
two  weeks  with  acute  heart 
trouble. 


September  1994:  Fails  to 
t  off  plane  in  Ireland  for 


□  October  1995:  In  hospital 
for  nearly  a  month  with  heart 
problems. 

□  September  1996:  Renat 
Akchurin,  the  doctor  perform¬ 
ing  Yeltsin’S  heart  bypass 
surgery,  says  the  President 
had  a  heart  attack  in  late  June 
or  early  July. 

□  November  1996:  Under¬ 
goes  quintuple  heart  bypass 
surgery.  (AP) 


Bombers  target 
Greek  minister 


Athene  A  bomb  exploded  yesterday  fa} 

Athens  office  of  Vasso  Papandreou,  the  GnskMin^^ 

«^HEtwh0  * 

Canadian  company  ,  planning  extensive  gold 
northern  Greece.  The  project  has  angered  en^onmenfohs^. 
Mrs  Papandreou  suggested  that  "vested  JS™ 

by  her  economic  polities  were  responsible  ** 
outside  her  offices  and  said:  “Dus  is  an  act  du&tedai  the 
Government  We  are  not  cowed  by  these  dark  forces- 


Virus  blackmail  by  hackers 


Wasiuiigion:  Computer  hackers  have  left  a  blackmail  note 
on  the  Yahoo  Internet  search  engine,  threatening  to  torn  a 
computer  virus  loose  chi  millions  of  subscribers  rf  a  fellow 
hacker  is  not  freed  from  jail.  The  hackers,  calling  themreives 
Pants/Hag|X  demanded  the  release  of  Kevin  Matnick.  Diane 
Hunt,  a  Yahoo  spokeswoman,  said  the  hackers'  presence  cm 
the  search  engine  ..was  short-lived  and  “the  site  was  left 
untouched”.  She  said  there  were  no  reports  of  computer 
damage  as  a  result  of  tire  threat  Theblackmafl  note  d  aimed 
the  virus  would  become*  active  on  Christinas  Day.  19%.  but 
an  antidote  would  be  given  after  Matnick  was  freed.  (AFP) 


Jordan  expels  Iraqi  envoys 


Amman:  Jordan  expelled  seven  Iraqi  diplomats  after  its 
former  ally  executed  fair  Jordanians  accused  of  smuggling 
car  parts  worth  about  £500.  Jawad  Anani,  the  Deputy  Prime 
Minister,  summoned  Nouri  Elwayess,  the  Iraqi  Ambassa¬ 
dor,  and  told  him  to  reduce  die  number  of  his  diplomatic  staff 
from  15  to  eight  a  government  official  said.  The  expelled 
diplomats  have  one  wsek  to  leave.  Earlier.  Jordan  recalled  its 
charge  d’affaires  from  Iraq.  Amman  had  not  named  a  new 
ambassador  to  Baghdad  since  the  term  of  the  former  envoy 
ended  in  September.  (AP) 


Dutch  in  Holocaust  row 


Amsterdam:  The  Dutch  Government  said  it  was  investigat¬ 
ing  allegations  that  civil  servants  were  allowed  to  buy 
Holocaust  victims’  possessions,  such  as  watches  and  rings,  at 
bargain  prices  in  the  1960s.  Jewish  leaders  expressed  shock 
at  me  revelations,  which  threaten  to  tarnish  the  country's 
record  of  resistance  to  die  Nazis  and  its  heroic  efforts  to  hide 
Jews  such  as  Anne  Frank.  “People  are  discovering  die  dark 
side  of  what  happened,”  said  Ronni  NaftanieL,  of  the  Centre 
for  Information  and  Documentation  on  Israel.  (AP) 


Call  for  neo-Nazi  inquiry 


Bonn:  Volker  Ruhe.  right,  the 
German  Defence  Minister,  pro¬ 
posed  an  independent  inquiry  into 
a  series  of  incidents  linking  the 
army  with  right-wing  extremism. 
The  move  was  prompted  by  die 
latest  incident  to  emerge  —  the 
invitation  of  Manfred  Reeder,  a 
convicted  neo-Nazi  bomber,  to  give 
a  talk  at  an  elite  military  academy 
in  1995.  Herr.  Rohe  proposed  that 
the  inquiry  should  be  carried  out  by 
experts  outside  the  army^  (Reuters) 


Mass  cremation  tor  Thais 


Bangkok:  Thai  Buddhist  monks  began  five  days  of  religious 
ceremonies  in  the  build-up  to  the  world's  largest  cremation, 
involving  the  unclaimed  remains  of  21.437  people,  witnesses 
said.  The  remains  are  mainly  bones  of  unknown  people 
collected  over  ten  years.  Hundreds  of  skulls  have  been 
cleaned  by  members  of  the  public  and  artfully  arranged  in 
the  shapes  of  holy  symbols.  (AFP) 


Gallipoli  veteran  dies  at  101 


Sydney:  Ted  Matthews,  the  last  survivor  of  die  original 
landing  at  Gallipoli,  the  site  of  a  bloody  First  World  War 
battle  which  killed  more  than  11,000  Australian  and  New 
Zealand  soldiers  and  helped  to  define  a  nation’s  character, 
died  one  month  after  his  101st  bilrthday.  He  was  the  last  of 
16,000  troops  who  landed  before  dawn  on  April  25, 1915.  (AP) 
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By  Michael  Binyon 
DIPLOMATIC  EDITOR 


TURKEY  will  not  be  fobbed 
off  with  vague  promises  of 
future  European  Union  mem¬ 
bership  or  meaningless  meet¬ 
ings  to  make  it  feel  good. 
Mesut  Yilmaz,  the  Turkish 
Prime  Minister,  said  after 
meeting  Tony  Blair. 

He  said  Turkey  wanted  to 
be  treated  equally  with  the 
other  £U  applicants.  It  would 
not  tolerate  being  put  at  the 
back  of  a  queue  in  a  special 
category  with  no  assurance  of 
eventual  membership. 

“Turkey  needs  a  concrete 
strategy.  We  are  the  only 
country  to  be  linked  with  the 
EU  in  a  customs  union  and  we 
deserve  this."  He  denounced 
proposals  for  a  conference  of 
all  applicants  that  would  in¬ 
dude  Turkey.  simply  to  please 
Turkish  opinion,  but  would 
not  promise  anything. 

Britain  is  a  champion  of 
doser  Turkish  relations  with 
the  EU,  and  is  trying  to 
remove  a  threatened  Greek 
veto  wi  Turkey  attending  a 
conference  of  all  applicants. 
Mr  Blair  promised  on  Tues¬ 
day  to  uphold  Ankara's  argu¬ 
ments  to  other  EU  members 
when  Britain  takes  over  the 
presidency.  Mr  Yilmaz  said 

In  return,  he  promised  to 
remove  “all  existing  difficul¬ 
ties"  —  and  espedally  to  work 
for.  a  solution  hr  divided 
Cypros.  But  Turkey  could  not 
do  this  cat  its  own. 

□Tehran:  President  Deraird 
of  Turkey  plans  to  withdraw 
from  the  Islamic  summit  here, 
apparently  to  avoid  facing 
criticism  of  his  country's  ties 
with  IsraeL  (API 


TALKjs 


ustoroer~ 


Cad  u$  today  free  on 
0800  769  0800  for 
detaifs  on  fantastic 
savings  to  hundreds 
of  other  destinations 
and  how  to  open 
your  pro -pa id 
account. 


Calk  to 

SwiftcaU 

B.T. 

SAVE 

USA 

Vs 

24p 

71% 

India 

45p 

Vs 

£120 

62% 

Japan 

18p 

Vs 

77p 

76% 

0Z/NZ 

18p 

Vs 

49p 

63% 

Hong  Kong 

i  27p 

Vs 

58p 

53% 

Nigeria 

72p 

Vs 

£1.05 

31% 

NEW  AWIFTCALL  Cat-LiWS  CARD<;«  fOB  ‘S.TBrr,iu,  r  ^ 

•  YAm  OWC  RATfcS.  CONTACT  YOUH  LQrm'M^-^  UP  T<>  ?Q-  i,  t>M  Hi 

O^CBOTOKS  ViHGt- PuTLV  R.CU.HAOO.  _ 


r--*} 


;  »vn> 


the  Yii 


£ 


r.-:  -75  -•* 


■  -s-:  *?%-'■ 

VrtTMJii 

-- 

..  -S& 


i  T/*t 


■ 

■  w 

«l 

« 


•  ir  fid 
■i 

,*•  Ml 

- 

■  •  i 

-  :w*.H 

- 

c 


torn 


Chirac : 


. 


5WIFTCALL 

0800  769  0800 

FREEPHONE 

|SAVE  MONEY  ON  YOUR  INTERNATIONAL  PHONE  CALLS  WITH  SWBTCALL| 

% 


BUY 


mr 


'  "•ifi 
'•  •7.p. 


fs. 

<•  s 


w 


the  times  Thursday  December  ii 


1997 


Why  the  Yugi 

'numrrs  .  _  C7 


OVERSEAS  NEWS  17 


mililaiy  ptrson^^^,  *™°r 
»ng  psychic  power*  us" 

anempi  to  countergrowii^!!? 
can  influence  in  ih?SiB  An,en’ 

SSSRsnSs 

B^'grade  monthly  PmfiL  He 
were  ,nv„«|  i„,0  ar711v^|^^ 

hzsv*e  X“5nru 

“4r  “,iDy  “ 

lh",e  e“'^“ngProS£ 


Tom  Walker  in  Belgrade  tells  how  Serb 
strategy  relied  on  psychics  and  mystics 


its  secret  superweapon  was  a  snowflake 


about  the  fall  from  grace  of  a  once 
respected  force,  and  in  the  next 
issue  of  Profit,  Belgrade's  glossiest 
current  affairs  magazine,  he  will 
focus  on  the  Yugoslav  Army's  stra¬ 
tegic  miscalculations. 

.  "The  belief  the  Serbs  were 

invulnerable  disappeared  gradual¬ 
ly  when  we  started  suffering  de¬ 
feats.  first,  shamefully,  at  the 
hands  of  the  Slovenes,  who  beat  us 
for  __  sheer  _  fun."  writes  Colonel 
Stojadinovic.  “It  became  dear  we 
weren't  all  that  powerful  against 
these  great  powers.  Even  the 


Croatians  became  a  military  su¬ 
perpower  compared  to  the  Serbs." 

The  colonel  says  that  in  early 
1994  he  was  approached  in  his 
office  by  a  fellow  officer.  Colonel 
“Bogi"  Stnjmenovic.  who  pulled 
out  a  “badly  executed"  drawing  of 
a  snowflake,  explaining  that  it  was 
the  “symbol,  source  and  origin  of 
our  national  energy". 

Colonel  Stojmenovjc  explained 
how  the  snowflake  “could  have  a 
destructive  influence  on  the  New 
World  Order",  writes  Colonel  Sto¬ 
jadinovic.  “He  told  me  that  his 


group  could,  unnoticed  and  with¬ 
out  any  problems  whatever,  bring 
down  planes,  sink  ships  and 
assassinate  odious  persons  at  great 
distance." 

Colonel  Stojmenovic,  says  Colo¬ 
nel  Stojadinovic.  was  joined  by 
two  other  senior  soldiers.  Colonel 
Svetozar  Radisic  and  Senior  Ser¬ 
geant  Simeon  Savic.  Colonel  Radi¬ 
sic.  he.  says,  found  normal  army 
operations  “utterly  un poetic"  while 
Sergeant  Savic  was  preoccupied 
with  evil  energy  emanating  from 
an  ancient  well  in  Belgrade's  most 
famous  park,  the  Kalemegdan. 

The  servicemen  would  meet 
regularly  with  a  television  astrolo¬ 
ger  and  former  Miss  Serbia.  Milja 
Vujanovic  along  with  a  black- 


doaked  actor.  “Mi lie  of  Macva", 
famous  Tor  his  theory  that  Serbs 
originated  from  the  planet  Sorab 
in  the  constellation  Pleiades.  The 
shadowy  gathering,  which  some 
officers  envisaged  as  a  fully- 
fledged  military'  unit  became 
known  as  “Group  69". 

As  the  war  in  Bosnia  ground  on 
and  international  sanctions  on 
Yugoslavia  began  to  bite.  the 
meetings  became  more  regular. 
“The  only  ones  who  remained 
optimistic  were  Group  69."  writes 
Colonel  Stojadinovic  "The  group 
in  charge  or  paranormal  occur¬ 
rences  carried  on  its  work  in  the 
General  Staff  headquarters."  After 
two  US  planes  crashed  on  take-off 
from  aircraft  carriers  in  the  Adriat¬ 


ic  Group  69  "claimed  ail  this  was 
the  result  of  successful  para- 
psych  illogical  activity". 

Dragan  Vicanovic  an  editor 
with  the  occult  magazine  Third 
Eye.  said  yesterday  that  Group  69 
had  later  concentrated  its  cosmic 
energies  on  the  warship  USS 
Saratoga.  “We  had  a  good  time 
sinking  the  Saratoga,  like  we  had 
a  good  time  demonstrating  and 
sinking  |President|  Milosevic  last 
winter.  The  reality  is  that  they  are 
butli  still  very  much  afloat." 

Interviewed  by  The  Times  yes¬ 
terday.  Colonel  Stojadinovic  said 
he  believed  the  army  was  in  need 
of  urgent  reform.  “Every  army  is  a 
linle  ridiculous,  hut  there  arc  more 
ridiculous  people  per  square  metre 


in  ours  than  most,"  The  Yugoslav 
army'  itself  last  night  refused  to 
comment. 

□  Bonn:  Furious  Yugoslav  and 
Bosnian  Serb  representatives  yes¬ 
terday  staged  a  walkout  from  a 
Bonn  conference  aimed  at  putting 
pressure  on  all  sides  in  Bosnia  to 
implement  the  Dayton  peace  ac¬ 
cords  (Roger  Boves  writes). 

The  protest  was  prompted  by  a 
mention  of  Serbia’s  Kosovo  prov¬ 
ince  in  a  communique  winding  up 
the  two-day  peace  im  pie  men  mi  ion 
conference.  Western  ministers  had 
expressed  concern  that  ethnic  Al¬ 
banians,  who  form  the  overwhelm¬ 
ing  majority  in  the  province,  were 
being  put  under  intolerable  pres¬ 
sure  by  Belgrade. 


France  hatches 
‘ridiculous’  plan 
for  millennium 


Moves  to  turn  the  French  capital  into  a  • 
city  of  light  to  welcome  2000  combine 
flair,  imagination  and  questionable  taste, 
Ben  Macintyre  reports  from  Fans 


FRANCE  is  planning  to  wel¬ 
come  the  millennium  with  a 
lavish  extravaganza  in  which 
the  perfumed  waters  of  the 
Seine  in  Paris  will  swarm  with 
shoals  of  multicoloured  plastic 
fish,  a  new  wooden  tower  will 
rise  on  rhe  river’s  bank  and  the 
Eiffel  Tower  will  lay  an  enor¬ 
mous  luminous  egg  at  mid¬ 
night  on  December  31. 1999. 

As  Britain  continues  to  de¬ 
bate  the  merits  and  contents  of 
the  Millennium  Dome,  France 
has  unveiled  a  series  of 
projects  that  will  be  hard  to 
equal,  combining  Gallic  flair, 
imagination  and  questionable 
taste.  More  rhan  a  hundred 
different  projects  were  out¬ 
lined  this  week  on  the  theme  of 
“Paris  2000.  City  of  Light",  but 
the  most  dramatic  and  contro¬ 
versial  is  a  plan  to  turn  the 
Eiffel  Tower,  for  a  night,  into  a 
high-tech  chicken. 

Ar  1 1  pm,  according  to 
organisers,  “a  gigantic  egg 
will  slowly  descend  out  of  the 
belly  of  the  tower,  to  the  sound 
of  2,000  drums  from  five 
continents".  On  the  stroke  of 
midnight,  the  egg  will  crack 
open  to  reveal  hundreds  of 
television  screens  relaying  im¬ 
ages  of  millennial  festivities 
from  around  the  world. 

The  architectural  focus  of 
the  cdebrations-iWtll  be  the 
bSOft  wooden  Tour  de  la  Terre 
(The  Earth  Tower),  designed 
by  Nicolas  Normier.  to  be 
built  beside  the  Seine  in  east¬ 
ern  Paris.  The  cost  of  construc¬ 
tion  is  estimated  at  £25  mil¬ 
lion.  to  be  met  partly  through 
public  donations.  TTie  tower, 
complete  with  exhibition  ar¬ 
eas.  bars  and  a  restaurant,  is 


intended  to  symbolise  man’s 
love  of  rhe  environment. 

Ecologists  have  criticised 
the  planners,  arguing  that  the 
building  could  use  rare  hard¬ 
woods.  further  depleting  tropi¬ 
cal  rainforests,  although  its 
designer  insists  the  structure 
will  be  constructed  mainly 
from  common  pine.  In  the 
river  itself,  2,000  plastic  fish  in 
different  colours  will  poke, 
their  heads  10ft  out  of  the 
water  as  “symbols  of  the 
vitality  of  the  dty  and  witness¬ 
es  to  its  future". 

The  vitality  of  the  remaining 
live  fish  in  the  Seine  may  be 
further  undermined  by  plans 
to  “perfume"  the  river.  The 
main  French  scent  manufac¬ 
turers  are  all  supporting  the 
millennium  plans,  but  it  is  not 
yet  known  which  perfume  will 
be  selected  to  give  the  Seine  a 
more  glamorous  whiff.  To 
mark  the  arrival  of  2000,  the 
Place  de  La  Concorde  will  be 
turned  into  a  vast  sundial, 
using  the  great  Egyptian  obe¬ 
lisk  in  the  middle  of  the  square 
as  a  pointer.  ’ 

The  Place  Charles  de  Gaulle 
Etoile  will  also  be  turned  into 
a  dock,  using  powerful  lights 
mounted  on  the  Arc  de  Tri- 
omphe  to  count  down  to  the 
millennium  oh  the  12  avenues 
leading  into  the  square.  To 
emphasise  French  literature,  a 


“book"  22  yards  wide  and  15 
yards  high  will  be  opened  on 
September  1.  1999,  in  front  of 
the  Hotel  de  Ville.  The  theme 
of  the  book  will  change  daily, 
offering  passers-by  a  total  of 
170  acres  of  the  written  word 
over  the  following  year. 

A  rock  concert  in  homage  to 
Jimi  Hendrix,  marking  30 
years  since  the  Woodstock 
festival,  will  also  be  held  on 
Longchamps  racecourse.  The 
French  authorities,  revealing 
their  outline  plans  on  Tuesday 
night,  left  no  doubt  that 
France  is  approching  the  mil¬ 
lennium  in  a  highly  competi¬ 
tive  spirit  “A  month  ago  we 
were  behind  in  the  race.  From 
today,  we  are  a  length  ahead 
of  the  rest  of  the  world."  said 
Yves  Mourousi,  a  former  tele¬ 
vision  presenter  who  will  lead 
the  French  festivities. 

But  within  hours  of  rhe 
unveiling,  some  of  the  more 
ambitious  plans  came  under 
attack,  most  notably  the  New 
Year's  Eve  finale  beneath  the 
Eiffel  Tower,  which  Le  Figaro 
described  as  "extravagant  and 
even  ridiculous".  The  newspa¬ 
per's  Tanguy  Berthemet  said: 
“The  laying  of  a  giant  egg  by 
the  Eiffel  Tower ...  is  a  pretty 
weak  bit  of  symbolism."  Some 
critics  claim  the  Paris  2000 
organisers  have  given  birth  to 
a  turkey. 


Viking  Kronos  has  won  so  many  races  for  its  owner  and  jockey.  Lutfi  Kolgjini.  that  bookies  no  longer  take  bets  on  a  horse  without  rivals 


Pavarotti:  made  a  bid 


Bets  off  on  champion  ‘wonder  horse’ 


From  Richard  Owen 

IN  ROME 

ON  THE  racetracks  of  Italy  they  call  him 
simply  “the  wonder  horse".  Viking,  a 
magnificent  two-year-old  hay.  has  won  so 
many  trotting  races  since  the  season 
started  in  September  that  bookmakers 
have  stopped  taking  bets  on  him. 

Luciano  Pavarotti,  the  tenor,  has 
offered  more  than  £500.000  to  buy  Vi¬ 
king.  but  his  owner  and  jockey,  an 
A(banian  refugee  from  Kosovo  called 
Lutfi  Kolgjini.  knows  he  has  a  golden 
asset  and  is  not  letting  him  go.  "i  spent  all 
I  had  on  Viking,  and  he  is  paying  me 
back  in  gold."  he  said  yesterday. "It  is  like 
a  fairy  tale."  Viking  —  whose  full  name  is 


Viking  Kronos.  after  the  stables  in  the 
Veneto  where  he  was  irained  —  is  by 
Conch,  a  noted  trotter,  out  of  American 
Winner.  According  to  Mr  Kolgjini.  38. 
who  left  the  troubled  Serbian  province  of 
Kosovo  for  Sweden  to  train  as  a  jockey 
before  coming  to  Italy.  Viking  was  “the 
horse  of  mv  dreams". 

He  said:  "I  was  looking  fora  colt  who 
would  bring  me  fame  and  fotune.  and  I 
heard  on  the  grapevine  that  Viking  was 
promising."  He  bought  him  at  auction  in 
Milan  a  year  ago.  for  £35,000  —  "my 
entire  life  savings.  I  have  nothing  else". 

In  a  season  of  six  major  races,  the 
horse  has  since  earned  him  more  than 
£250.000.  “When  I  first  tried  him  out  I 
thought  my  watch  must  have  broken."  he 


said.  “Viking  just  ran.  ran  and  ran  like 
the  wind.  I  le  broke  all  records." 

The  horse  outstripped  till  rivals  in  his 
first  race  at  Montecatini  in  September, 
and  again  at  San  Siro.  Padua  and  other 
top  Italian  racetracks.  Last  Sunday 
Viking  broke  all  world  ta»lting  records 
over  2km  (Hi  miles)  in  Rome,  and  the 
bookies  threw  in  the  towel. 

"I've  stopped  taking  any  hets  on  Viking 
Kronos,"  one  bookmaker  said.  "I  will 
only  take  bets  for  second  place." 

Mr  Kolgjini  insisted  that  the  horse's 
appeal  was  due  not  only  to  his  astonish¬ 
ing  speed  hut  also  “sheer  intelligence". 
He  said:  "You  may  not  believe  this,  but 
he  interprets  races,  and  judges  exactly 
when  to  pul  on  a  spurt  of  speed." 


Chirac  awards  Jospin  ironic  cross 


Jospin:  Order  of  Merit 


PRESIDENT  CHIRAC  yes¬ 
terday  awarded  Lionel  Jospin, 
the  Prime  Minister,  the  Grand 
Cross  of  the  Order  of  Merit, 
just  moments  after  launching 
an  attack  on  his  plans  to  cut 
the  working  week  to  35  hours. 

According  to  tradition,  all 
French  Prime  Ministers  are 
presented  with  the  order  after 
six  months  in  office,  but  M 
Chirac  has  made  no  secret  of 
his  belief  that  M  Jospin's 
employment  policies  are  with¬ 
out  merit,  and  yesterday's 
presentation  ceremony  pn> 


By  Ben  MACINTYRE 

vided  a  scene  of  crowning 
irony  in  the  increasingly  frac¬ 
tious  “cohabitation”  between 
the  conservative  President  and 
his  Socialist  Prime  Minister. 

M  Jospin  said  he  was 
“delighted"  to  receive  the 
Grand  Cross  insignia,  invent¬ 
ed  by  Charles  de  Gaulle  and 
awarded  to  every  French 
Prime  Minister  since  1974. 
The  Prime  Minister  said  that 
M  Chirac  had  made  a  “courte¬ 
ous"  if  understandably  brief 
speech  during  the  award  cere¬ 
mony  at  the  Elysee  Palace.  But 


just  a  few  minutes  earlier, 
during  a  Cabinet  meeting.  M 
Chirac  had  been  anything  but 
polite  as  he  lambasted  rhe 
Government's  proposed  law 
to  cut  the  legal  working  week 
from  39  hours  to  35. 

“You  will  nor  be  surprised  to 
hear  my  reservations  on  the 
Government's  solution.  I  do 
not  think  this  Bill,  given  its 
restrictive  and  obligatory  na¬ 
ture,  will  be  favourable  to 
employment,"  M  Chirac  lold 
the  assembled  ministers.  The 
Cabinet  adopted  the  Bill. 


Police  tackle 
child  sex  ring 

Paris:  More  than  50  people 
haw  been  detained  across 
France  in  an  operation 
against  a  paedophile  ring 
using  the  Internet  to  distrib¬ 
ute  sexually  explicit  photo¬ 
graphs  of  children,  police 
said  yesterday.  The  round-up 
was  the  culmination  of  an 
eight-month  investigation  by 
paramilitary  gendarmes. 

Five  people,  detained  since 
Tuesday  morning,  have  been 
placed  under  formal  investi¬ 
gation.  essentia]  in  bringing 
a  person  to  trial  in  France  but 
implying  no  guilt.  (Reuters) 


Majorca  Germans’  power  bid 

From  Giles  Tremlett  in  Madrid 


A  POLITICAL  party'  for  Ger¬ 
mans  living  on  the  Spanish 
island  of  Majorca  has  caused 
outrage  among  islanders  and 
oilier  foreign  residents. 

The  new  party.  German 
Friends  in  Spain,  is  being 
launched  to  fight  for  town 
halls  across  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean  island  in  the  |U9°  local 
elections.  "There  are  a  lot  of  us 
and  it  is  time  they  listened  to 
our  voice."  said  Horst  Abel, 
ihe  German  businessman 
who  has  announced  plans  to 
set  up  the  party.  Herr  Abel  is 


one  of  an  estimated  30.000 
Germans  whu  make  up  5  per 
cent  of  the  Majorca  popula¬ 
tion.  Most  have  settled  in  the 
pasr  15  years.  Herr  Abel’s 
parre  has  a  real  chance  of 
winning  seats,  and  even  may¬ 
oral  office,  in  towns  where 
German  residents  uut number 
native  Majorcans. 

Islanders  have  reacted 
angrily  to  the  creation  of  an 
exclusively  German  party1.  A 
local  newspaper  complained 
that  the  only  friendly  thing 
about  the  new  party  was  its 


name.  "The  friendship  it  ufferr 
hides  the  thirst  for  power  and 
control  of  a  community  that 
considers  itself  superior  and 
makes  no  attempt  to  inte¬ 
grate.”  it  said  yesterday. 

Most  Germans  in  Majorca 
work  in  the  tourist  industry. 
Majorcans  complain  that  the 
Germans  have  formed  their 
own  exclusive  community. 
Germany  has  overtaken  Brit¬ 
ain  as  the  most  important 
source  of  tourists.  More  than 
three  million  Germans  went 
to  Majorca  last  year. 
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;  Filmstar 
jailed  for 
drugs  and 
attack  on 
girlfriend 

By  Giles  Whittell 

THE  youthful  actor  in 
Broken  Arrow  and  The 
Name  of  the  Rose,  Chris¬ 
tian  Slater,  has  been  jailed 
for  six  months  in  Los 
Angeles  for  using  drugs 
and  assaulting  his  girl¬ 
friend.  The  sentence  came 
a  day  after  Robert  Dow¬ 
ney  Jr  received  a  similar 
one  for  repeatedly  failing 
to  kick  a  drug  habiL 
Slater  was  arrested,  na¬ 
ked,  in  August  at  a  flat 
owned  by  Marlon  Bran¬ 
do’s  adapted  daughter.  Pe¬ 
tra,  after  a  party  there  de¬ 
generated  into  violence.  In 
court  on  Tuesday  his  law¬ 
yer.  in  the  actor's  absence, 
did  not  contest  battery  and 
substance  abuse  charges. 

After  his  arrest.  Slater, 
28.  told  police  he  had  had 
“only  a  couple  of  hours  of 
sleep”  during  two  days  of 
drinking  and  taking  co¬ 
caine  and  heroin.  The 
police  were  called  when  he 
attacked  his  girlfriend, 
Michelle  Jonas,  biting  her 
in  the  stomach,  and 
brawled  with  a  man  who 
tried  to  separate  them.  As 
police  arrived,  the  actor 
reportedly  fled  naked, 
kicking  one  officer  down  a 
flight  of  stairs  before  he 
could  be  subdued 
He  has  acquired  a  rep¬ 
utation  as  a  bad  boy,  but 
issued  a  men  culpa  on 
Tuesday  through  his  pub¬ 
licist:  “When  you’re  a  ce¬ 
lebrity.  you  start  believing 
you  can  act  off  the  screen 
any  way  you  want,  with¬ 
out  consequence.” 


LA  unveils  $lbn  palace  of  art 


From  Giles  Whittell 

JN  LOS  ANGELES 

LIKE  a  21st-century  crusaders 
castle,  a  museum  hailed  by  its 
admirers  as  the  greatest  cul¬ 
tural  project  of  its  age  has 
opened  to  the  press  on  a 
hilltop  700ft  above  Los  Ange¬ 
les,  with  the  unmistakeabie 
message  that  the  world  capital 
of  low  culture  wishes  to  be 
taken  seriously. 

The  new  J.  Paul  Getty 
Centre,  a  stunning  monument 
io  wealth  as  well  as  art,  opens 
to  the  public  next  week  after 
six  years  of  planning,  eight  of 
construction  and  100  trips 
from  Italy  by  ocean  freighters  ■ 
laden  with  rough-hewn  trav¬ 
ertine  marble. 

In  five  opulent  pavilions  the 
museum  plays  host  to  a  fam¬ 
ously  eccentric  collection  once 
housed  in  a  neo-classical 
Malibu  villa,  and  to  major 
acquisitions  never  shown 
there  for  lack  of  space. 

Richard  Meier’s  vast  mod¬ 
ernist  complex,  dubbed  “a 
shining  city  on  a  hill"  by  the 
Los  Angeles  Times ,  also  com¬ 
prises  four  research  institutes 
and  a  pricey  restaurant  likely 
to  become  a  compulsory  din¬ 
ing  destination  even  for  Holly¬ 
wood  types  with  scant  interest 
in  fine  art. 

Never  shy  of  controversy, 
the  trust  that  manages  the  $4 J5 
billion  (£2.7  billion)  Getty  oil 
fortune  courted  more  in  build¬ 
ing  its  new  home.  Shunning 
more  conventional  sites 
among  the  skyscrapers  of 
'‘downtown"  Los  Angeles  and 
ttte  city’s  existing  museum 
district,  the  Getty  trustees 
bought  6 00  acres  of  virgin 
hillside  in  the  Santa  Monica 
mountains  and  in  the  late 
1980s  turned  110  of  them  into  a 
huge  building  site.  For  lack  of 
parking  space,  car-bound  visi¬ 
tors  must  approach  on  a 
computerised  tram. 

The  white-haired  Mr  Meier 
answered  criticism  that  his  $1 
billion  creation  is  aloof  and 
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Andrea  Rothe,  paintings  conservator  at  the  museum,  analyses  a  European  work  for  a  visitor.  Below,  the  centre  cni  the  Los  Angeles  hilltop 


hard  to  reach.  “There  is  no 
place  in  the  dty  as  accessible 
or  visible,"  he  insisted  to  an 
international  media  throng  in 
his  echoing  circular  foyer. 
“There  is  no  place  firom  which 
you  can  see  the  dty  from  the 
mountains  to  the  ocean  as  you 
can  here.  The  dty  unfolds  and 
is  a  part  of  the  museum 
experience." 

Exceptional  weather  helped 
make  his  point  After  a  three- 
day  “El  Nino"  storm,  visitors 
were  treated  to  spectacular 
100-mile  views  inland  to  snow¬ 
capped  mountains,  and  of 
offehore  Islands  seldom  seen 


in  the  summer  because  of  the 
smog. 

Three  days  of  oversub¬ 
scribed  press  previews  will  be 
followed  by  three  more  ear¬ 
marked  for  blade-tie  recep¬ 
tions  to  which  invitations  are 
more  sought  after,  according 
to  the  trade  paper  Daily 
Variety,  than  tickets  to  the 
forthcoming  Titanic  premiere. 

One  studio  chief,  David 
Geffen  of  Dreamworks  SKG, 
has  been  quoted  as  calling  the 
new  Getty  “too  good  for  Los 
Angeles".  Mr  Meier  diplomat¬ 
ically  interpreted  the  remark 
to  mean  “there’s  just  no  place 


like  this  in  Los  Angeles”.  This 
is,  if  anything,  an  understate¬ 
ment.  Frequently  compared  to 
tiie  grands  projets  of  Mitterr¬ 
and’s  Paris,  the  complex 
boasts  30,000  tonnes  of  mar¬ 
ble,  33.000  light  fixtures  and 
10,000  transplanted  trees. 

J.  Paul  Getty  -Sr,  who 
shocked  his  bars  as  well  as 
tiie  art  world  by  leaving  $700 
million  to  the  first  Getty 
museum  an  his  death  in  1976, 
would  still  pale  at  the  money 
.  being  spent  in  his  name.  Even 
as  the  country's  richest  man. 
he  made  visitors  use  a 
payphone. 
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Albright  accused  of  imposing 
Cold  War  thinking  on  aides 


SINCE  Madeleine  Albright 
was  appointed  US  Secretary  of 
State,  the  seventh  floor  of  her 
department-  has  became  a 
mmi-fiefdam  within  the  Clin¬ 
ton  Administration,  a  foreign 
policy  fortress  from  which  she 
reigns  supreme. 

While  the  most  prominent 
woman  in  President  Clinton’s 
Cabinet  and  the  first  female 
Secretary  of  State  regularly 
demands  “out  of  tiie  box" 
thinking  from  her  subordi¬ 
nates,  the  reality  is  a  world 
according  to  Madeleine  in 
which  only  those  who  toe  her 
line  have  any  hope  of  survival. 

She  has  weekly  lunch  meet¬ 
ings  with  William  Cohen,  the 
Defence  Secretary,  and  Sanely 
Berger,  the  National  Security 
Adviser,  but  considers  herself 
first  among  equals  in  terms  of 
foreign  affairs. 

Ms  Albright  believes  she  is 
one  of  the  few  members  of  the 
Administration  untainted  by 
the  myriad  White  House  scan¬ 
dals  and  has  simultaneously 
maintained  strong  support 
among  powerful  Republicans 
in  Congress.  She  relies  on  a 
small  coterie  of  advisers  to 
promote  her  thinking  and 


The  most  prominent  woman  in  the 
US  Cabinet  reigns  over  a  foreign 
policy  fortress.,  Torn  Rhodes  writes  ' 


Ca 


ve  good 

il  HE0L  But  other  senior 
atiiaals  at  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  unable  to  support  Her 
often:  Wunt  approach,  have, 
gradually  withered  bn  tiie  vine 
since  hex  appointment 

The  most  prominent  of  these 
has  been  Strobe  Talbott,  her 
deputy  who  was  race  tiie 
Administration's  chief  co-oiidi-: 
nator  on  Nato  and  Russian 
relations.  Mr  Talbott  has  been 
deemed -too  generous  in  his 
overtures  to  Moscow  and  is 
now  isolated  from  the  inner 
sanctum. 

Throughout  the  recent  crisis 
with  Iraq,  Ms  Albright  is  said 
to  have  been  furious  with  the 
attention  being  paid  to 
Yevgeni  Primakov,  the  Rus¬ 
sian  Foreign  Minister  who 
brokered  adeai  with  President 
Saddam  Hussein. 

Mr  Talbott  is  now  consider¬ 
ing  his  options.  He  is  not 


alone.  Tim  Wirth,  the  Under¬ 
secretary  far  Global  Affairs, 
announced  Last  month  that  he 
was  ‘leaving1  Jd •beoQmftittte 
administrator  fair  Ted  Tur¬ 
ners  $1  billion  donation.  to4he 
UN.  He -had  been'  America  *1 
lead  negotiator  at  tiie  interna-, 
tionai  conference  on  global 
-wanning  in  Kyoto  Jind  his 
■departure,  weds  before,  .the 
talks  started,  was  viewed  as  a 
signal  of  his  .dissatisfaction 
with  Ms  Albright'S  lack  of 
interest  in  the  issue. 

The  most  important  mem¬ 
bers  of  her  team  now  tend  to 
be  those  with  political  rather 
than  policy  experience.  Elaine 
Shocas,  her  Chief  of  Staff, 
Jamie  Rubin,  her  spokesman, 
and  Thomas  Pickering,  a  for¬ 
mer  Ambassador -to  Moscow 
who  is  now  Und^r-Secretary^ 
for  Political  Affairs,  are 
among  a  small  band  who  co¬ 
ordinate  Ms  Albright's  global 


vision.  “Her  view  of  the  world 
is  what  you  might  have  expect¬ 
ed  from  a  Sardary.  of  State  2D 
years  ago."  an  Official  "said.  "  1 
'  “There V  nothing  wrong1 

with'that  but  It'S  old  tfiinkiflg,rj 
and  'it 'as  We  have  been  ‘fold, 

.  we  are  trying  to  create  a  new 
foreign  policy  world,  then  she 
is  doing  nothing  to  facilitate 
••  tiat"  Critics  argue  -that  this ; 
T  <^d  War  paradigm  has  been, 
coloured  by  her  Eastern  EuroU 
pean  -roots  .  while  She 1  has-, 
"apparently  1  i.litfler  interest1  iqL- 
easoomic  issues'*  .  . 

v  ; Only  inriecent  nkmths  has . 
foe -Secretary  of  State,  recog- 
nised  ^eimportahce'bf  Amer-:: 
Ira’s  role  in  The.  Middle.  East 
She  has  recently  been  concen¬ 
trating  on  hying  to  break  the 
deadlock  between  Israel  and 
tiie  Palestinians. 

Aware  that  the  weapons 
inspections  controversy  with 
Iraq  is  far  from  over,  Ms 
Albright  is  now  pressing  Isra¬ 
el  to  presort  a'  flexible  ap- 
'  proach  more  . acceptable  tothe 

Arab  rebuild  r 

the  Arab  rixatitioh  that'fafled 
to-  support  .  America  last 
month,  that  she  will  have 
scored  a  notable  triumph. 


From  James  Bone 
ny  NEW  YORK 

LEONARD  BERNSTEIN’S 
signed.  Bdsendorfer  grand 
piana  which  he  famously 

nicknamed  his  “B52",  went  on 

sale  at  Sotheby's  here  last 
night  along  with  hundreds  of 
other  mementoes  ranging 
from  evening  capes  to  con¬ 
ducting  batons  from  the  com¬ 
poser's  West  Side  flat. 

The  contents  of  Bernstein's 
home  m  tbfeDakota  building 
overlooking  New  York’s  Cen¬ 
tral  Park,  where  he  lived  for 
23  years  before  fife  death  in 
199a  were  put  up  for  auction 
tty  his  three  children.  A  por¬ 
tion  of  the  proceeds  from  the 
two-day  sale,  expected  to  total 
about  $500,000  (£303,000), 
will  go  to  tiie  maestro’s  chari¬ 
ty,  the  Bernstein  Education 
Through  the  Arts  Flmd. 

Bernstein,  perhaps  best 
known  for  . West  Side  Story, 
and  his  wife  Felicia,  a  Chfl- 
ean-born  actress  who  died  in 
1978,  were  a  magnet  for  New 
York’s  arty  crowd.  Friends 
included  Mike  Nichols,  the 
film  director,  painters  such  as 
Larry  Rivers,  and  fellow  mu¬ 
sicians  and  composers  includ¬ 
ing  Isaac  Stern  and  Stephen 
Sondheim. 

"A  party  of  Lenny  and 
Felicia’s  meant  excitement, 
interest  unpredictability, 
great  food,  fun,”  the  actress 
Lauren 'Bacall  writes  in  the 
Sotheby’s  catalogue:  “From 
the  moiinent  you  stepped  out 
of  the  elevator  /and  ap¬ 
proached  their  front  door 
[which,  of  course;  was  always 
left  open]  your  spirits  lifted." 

The  Bosendasfer  grand  sat 
in  the  living  -room  and  was 
often  used  by  Bernstein  to 
play  four-handed  duets  with 
Mends  and  family,  it  was  on 
this  sanFooncert  piano  that 
Bernstein  composed  his  opera 
A  Quiet  Place  and  other 
works.-  •  ■■ 

Its  keyboard  has  three  extra 
notes'—  all  black  —  at- the 
bottom  register-  Several  of  the 
keys  have  cigarette  burns. 

Bernstein  adored  the  in¬ 
strument  so  much  that  he 
signed  tbe  iron  frame,  with  his 
name  antTa  heart  Sotheby's 
estimates ’‘H--1  wifi  -  -sdl  -  for 

$6aoooto$so,ooo. 

Alsborilhefrlock  werethe 
baton  that  Bernstein  threw 
into  the  audience  after  his  last 
concert  with  tiie  New  York 
PhLffiarporiic  a!  Caruejpe 
Hall  and  .a  group  of  three  of 
)uss^h>durecvaistg4ape& 


Bernstein:  his  pianb 
could  go  for 


is  piano 
$80000  ; 


From  David  Adams 

IN  MIAMI 

ALMOST  30  years  after  Cuba’s  atheist 
Communist  authorities  abolished  the 
Christmas  holiday,  Roman  Catholic 
Church  officials  preparing  for  a  visit 
next  month  by  the  Pope  say  they  are 
waiting  to  hear  if  the  traditional 
religious  day  will  be  reinstated. 

When  the  Pope  received  President 
Castro  at  the  Vatican  in  November  last 
year,  the  pontiff  requested  that  Decem¬ 
ber  25  be  restored  as  a  state  holiday  as 


part  of  the  run-up  to  bis  visit  Despite 
improved  Church-State  relations,  the 
request  has  gone  unanswered.  Chi 
Tuesday.  Cardinal  Jaime  Ortega,  the 
Archbishop  of  Havana,  said:  “There  is 
no  concrete  indication  yet  if  there  is 
going  to  be  a  holiday  or  not" 

Cuba  officially  became  atheist  in 
1962.  Christinas  was  dropped  from  the 
Cuban  calendar  in  1969  as  Seri  or 
Castro  urged  workers  to  dedicate 
themselves  instead  to  a  record  sugar 
harvest  Fbr  years,  any  sign  of  reli¬ 
gious  observance,  especially  at  Christ¬ 


mas,  was  regarded  by  raighbourhewd 
Communist  Party  watchdogs as  V: 
dangerous  sign  of  counter-revolution-  • 
ary  sympathies. 

The  Government  eliminated  formal 
restrictions  on  religious  worship  in 
1991.  But  authorities  continued  to  ban 
the  public  display  of  Christmas  trees 
and  Nativity  scenes,  except  in  hotels. 

Although  December  25  remaim  an 
official  working  day,  increasing  num¬ 
bers  of  Cubans  celebrate  it  in  then- 
homes  and  attend  church. 

Since  late  last  month.  Cardinal 


Ortega  has  urged  -.Cubans  to’celebrate 

C^hristmas"masjperiteway",inpartto- 
hdp  to  prepare  for  tite  fivfrday  visit  by 
foe  Pope  from  January  21. 

The  Church  remains  hopeful  that, 
4'ven  kte  stage,  Christinas  may 
he  poised  to  make  an  official  come¬ 
back.  Mgr  Ortega  said  the  papal  visit 
■  already  “has  borne  much  fruit",  with 
greater  space  for  religious  observance, 
including  permission  for  a  series  of 
open-air  Masses  that  concluded,  on 
Monday  night  He  said  foe  services 
had  been  attended  by  "multitudes". 
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Orange  Just  Talk  means  no  written  contract 
or  monthly  bills.  £149.99  r.r.p.  gets  you  a 

Just  Talk  Motorola  mr201  phone,  connection  to 
Orange  and  15  minutes  of  free  calls.  Because 
there  are  no  ties,  rtfs  the  perfect  Christmas  gift 


No  credit  check  needed 


Top  up  cards  avaiable  in  ifr  60  or 200  minutes 
from  Orange  stocWsts  and  high  street  renters 
nationwide. 


Once  you’ve  bought  talktime  you  can  receive 
cate  for  6  months,  for  no  additional  charge 


Orange  digital  network  covers  95%  of 
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new  Tolstoy? 

The  Russian  Booker  Prize  has  galvanised  writers  to 
produce  controversial  winners.  Jason  Cowley  reports 

Tvite^brmtwJ^  ***  P”*-  He  is  amah  -  not  be  overestimated  It  has 

bSbltaSJft  <*$*■**•"  -  .V  ••  ;•  5gdyanbed  the  Ruaaan- nave 

scmm8oftfSS!L,  *J2*  ^  ^  ^  when  increasini 


The  old,  grey  Musco- 
«te.  breathless  after 
hatting  through  a 
scrum  of  photogra- 
pners,  tumbles  for  words  as  he 
peers  down  from  the  podium 
at  the  cultural  crowd  eating 
marinated  salmon  in  the  Maly 
Manezh  art  gallery. 

Anatoli  Azolsky,  67,  has  just 
won  the  1997  Russian  Booker 
Prize,  and  he  appears  humbly 
flummoxed  by  his  success.  The 
hard  lights  of  nine  television 
stations  dazzle  him;  he  dutch¬ 
es  his  $1Z500  (E74300)  prize 
cheque  (three  years’  wages  for 
the  ordinary  Russian)  like  a 
vulnerable  child  holding  his 
mother's  hand. 

Tomorrow  Azolsky  wffl  be 
caught  up  in  the  kind  of  spat 
that  is  now  so  much  part  of  the 
Moscow  literary  scene.  But 
tonight  is  his,  the  culmination 
of  a  long  journey  that  began  in 
his  years  of  internal  exile 
under  Stalin,  years  when  he 
wrote  without  any  hope  of 
being  published  —  “writing  to 
the  table”,  the  Russians  call  it 
Whether  this  former  factory 
worker  was  an  appropriate 
symbol  of  the  new  literary 
Russia  was  a  different  matter. 
“Why  did  he  win?"  asked  the 
critic  and  poet  Helena 
Riumina.  “This  little,  white- 
haired  Soviet  man  with  a  grey 
face  seems  to  come  from  ' 
Brezhnev’s  time.  When  he 
speaks,  l  hear  the  old  style  of  a 
member  of  die  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Communist  Party 
of  the  USSR.  His  phrases  are 
wooden;  he  doesn't  have  his 
own  language." 

That  his  novel  The  Cage,  a 
metaphysical  thriller  about  a 
free  thinking  scientist's  at¬ 
tempt  to  forge  an  autonomous 
identity,  was  set  under  the 
shadow  of  Stalinist  terror  in¬ 
spired  disappointn^nt-  Ai  tije. 
press  conference,  I  ovorhear-dc ; 
one  judge  say:  “When  .1  hear 
Azolsky  speak,  I  regret  award¬ 


ing  him  the  prize.  He  is  amah 
of  the -past.”  .  ,  v  .. .  „  - 
This,  was  an  eventful  year 
for  the  Russian  Booker..  The 
shortlist  was  traduced,  the 
judges  mocked,  the  winner 
ridiculed  and  the  future  of 
fiction  itself  questioned^  If  all 
this  has  a  ring  of  familiarity,  it 
should:  the  1997  Russian 
Booker  shared  more  than  ,  a 
family  resemblance  to  its  Brit¬ 
ish  cousin.  Why,  it  even  had  its 
own  Martin  Amis,  or  Ian 
McEwan,  a  virtuoso  stylist 
called  Viktor  Pelevin;  consid-: 
ered  to  be  the  outstanding 


eI  regret  - 
awarding 
him  the  . 
prize.  He 
is  a  man. 
of  the  past* 


writer  of  his  generation  (he  is 
in  his  late  thirties)  but  who,  h 
seems;  is  destined  to  remain 
out  of  favour  with  Booker 
juries.- 

The.  exclusion  of  Chapaev 
and  Emptiness,  Pelevin’s  nov¬ 
el  about  a  hero  of  the  dvil  war 
that  followed  the  Russian  Rev¬ 
olution.  enraged  everyone  ex¬ 
cept  the  judges.  The  critic 
Konstantin  Kedrov  captured 
the  mood  when  he  said:  "It 
looks  like  there  are  two  differ¬ 
ent  talents  here:  to  be  .  a  jury 
member  and  to  be  an  expert  on 
literature:"  ' 

The  Russian  Booker  Prize  is 
in  its  seventh  year.  Set  up  by 
Sir  Michael  Caine,  then  chafr- 
raan  of  Booker  pit  in  associ¬ 
ation  with  th$  British  Council, 
its  effect  on  contemporary 
Russian  literary  culture  cajv 


-  not  be  overestimated-  It  has 
.gahranised  the  Russian  novel 
; 'at.  a 'time  when  increasing 
•; ;  numbers  of  people  are  turning 
..away  .from  fiction,  preferring 
to  read  newspapers,  maga¬ 
zines  andhistorical  narratives. 

.-  "During  the  Soviet  days  you 
would  go  on  the  Metro  and 
everyone  would  be  reading 
-.  books;  but  now  it’s' all  glossy 
magazines,"  complains  Igor 
Shaitanov,  a  literature  proles- ' 
.  sor  at  Moscow  University  and 
chairman  of  the  1997  judges. 

-  PrafKsor  Shaitanov  is  dis¬ 
missive  of  those  cultural  pessi- 
:  mists  who  saythat  the  Russian 
novel  is  doomed  never  to 
recapture  its. past  grandeur, 
.but  he  concedes  that  some- 
’  tiring  has  been  lost  in  the  rush 
•'  to  embrace  capitalism.  "We 
are  living  in  a  time  of  'wilful 
anarchy;  freedom  has  over¬ 
whelmed  us.  When  we  had  the 
underground  and  people  were . 
writing  against  the  system, 
writers  had  a  point  of  focus." 

.  The  problem  is  compound¬ 
ed  by  the  chaotic  state  of 
publishing  and  the  prevailing 
threat  of  mafia  tenor.  In. 
August  Aleksandr  Knitflc,  29. 
a  publisher  of  school  text¬ 
books.  was  assassinated  out-, 
side  his  Moscow  apartment 
His  company  publishes  at 
least  30  per  cent  of  all  school 
and  college  textbooks.  It  is  a 
lucrative  market  since  Rus¬ 
sian  schools  urgently  require 
material  untainted  by  the 
Soviet  past  The  criminal  un¬ 
derworld  .  of  contemporary 
Moscow,  a  kind  of  Wild  West 
of  unfettered  markets  and 
cruel  disparities  in  wealth,  is . 
naturally  eager  to  control  edu¬ 
cational  publishing. 

Most  novels  are  published 
in  so-called  “thick  journals"— 
cultural  magazines  such  as 
No\y  Mir  and  Znamya  — 
recalling  in  style,  if  not  in ; 
content,  the  great  literary 
periodicals  of  the  19th  century  . 


There  may  not  be  a  contemporary  Tolstoy,  left  or  Dostoevsky  in  Russian  fiction,  but  the  establishment  of  the  Booker  in  1992  has  inspired  other  literary  prizes 


But  even  these  are  losing 
readers. 

When  the  Booker  was  estab¬ 
lished,  the  nominators  could 
scarcely  find  enough  novels  to 
form  a  long  list;  this  year  nine 
of  the  42  entries  were  pub¬ 
lished  as  finished  books.  So 
there  is  progress. 

The  success  of  the  Russian 
Booker  has  inspired  imitators, 
most  notably  the  little  Booker 
Prize,  which  honours  philo¬ 
sophical  essays  and  works  of 
criticism;  the  waggish  Anti- 
Booker  Prize,  set  up  by  Boris 
Berezovsky,  a  media  entrepre¬ 
neur,  and  the  Solzhenitsyn 
Prize,  supported  by  the  self- 
styled  saviour  of  the  Slavic 
people  himself. 

.  But,  as  the  critic  Lyudmila 
Larrtsova  points  out:  “The 
Booker  will  continue  to  over¬ 
shadow  all  other  prizes. . . 
because  it  takes  skill  to  make 
people  wait  and  talk  and  to 
create  hype  around  the 
shortlisted  candidates." 

Skill  and  luck.  For  always 


running  below  the  surface  of 
the  Russian  Booker  is  a  cur¬ 
rent  of  confusion.  The  awards 
dinner  was  a  model  of 
organised  chaos;  many  more 
guests  arrived  than  had  been 
expected,  and  additional  ta¬ 
bles  had  to  be  swiftly  laid.  The 
resulting  delay  was  softened 
by  a  steady  flow  of  vodka  and 
champagne,  provided  by  co¬ 
sponsors  Smirnov,  and  by 
memorable  moments  of  cul¬ 
tural  confusion:  Vladimir 
Smirnov  and  Jonathan  Tay¬ 
lor,  the  chairman  of  Booker 
pic.  attempting  to  have  a 
conversation  when  neither 
spoke  the  other’s  language;  the 
delay  in  proceedings,  like  an 


echo  on  an  international 
phone  call,  as  every  public 
pronouncement  had  to  be 
translated  (or  mistranslated): 
the  frisson  of  excitment  when 
Sir  Michael  was  mistaken  for 
the  British  actor  of  the  same 


Best  of  all  was  the 
moment  when  Sir 
Michael  was  asked 
by  a  Russian  tele¬ 
vision  interviewer  to  name 
three  "interesting  contempo¬ 
rary  Russian  novelists".  In  a 
deep,  resounding  voice,  he 
answered:  “Tolstoy,  Dostoev¬ 
sky  and. . ."  He  paused  theat¬ 
rically.  drawing  on  his 


constant  cigarette.  Jonathan 
Taylor  helpfully  whispered: 
“What  about  Pushkin?"  But 
Sir  Michael  would  have  none 
of  it 

“No,"  he  continued,  "Tol¬ 
stoy.  Dostoevsky  and  Gogol." 

“Yes,"  said  the  interviewer, 
“but  what  about  contempo¬ 
rary  Russia?" 

"I’m  sorry."  boomed  Sir 
Michael.  “I  cant  help  you 
there." 

There  is  something  of  the 
grand  Victorian  patriarch 
about  Michael  Caine.  Tail  and 
intimidating ly  vigorous,  he 
has  a  a  mischievous  sense  of 
humour  and  the  kind  of  stutter 
that  was  once  likened  to  the 


sound  of  a  bartered  Morris 
Oxford  refusing  to  start  on  a 
cold  February  morning. 

Without  his  stubborn  det¬ 
ermination,  the  Russian  Book¬ 
er  would  not  exist  Yet  Sir 
Michael  is  over  70  and  “his" 
prize  may  even ru ally  have  to 
break  free  from  foreign  influ¬ 
ence.  becoming  folly  Russian. 
Sir  Michael  almost  conceded 
as  much  in  his  short  speech  at 
the  award  dinner  “The  boat  is 
folly  launched  and  ready  to  go 
out  alone  into  the  heavy,  wild 
seas  of  fiction." 

All  that  is  missing  is  a 
modem  Dostoevsky  to  docu¬ 
ment  Russia’s  contemporary 
extremity. 
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This  Christmas  at  more  than  110  locations  _ 

nationwide,  a  2-night  stay  in  a  comfortable,  ^BH 

spacious  Travelodge  room  will  cost  you  HI  ^B  J  ^B  H 

£19.95  per  room,  per  night  (Subsequent  nights  H'l  ■  H  ^B 

can  be  taken  at  the  same  price,  subject  ^B  ^B  ^B  ^B  B^B  I 

to  Hr 

So  if  you  would  like  to  go  on  a  Christmas  !H| 

shopping  trip,  take  advantage  of  the  January  i^H  ^ 

sales,  visit  friends  and  relatives,  or  have  them 

visrt  you,  here’s  the  perfect  opportunity.  llll  B"  I  I  H  I 

Christmas 


Rooms  are  available  at  this  specially 
reduced  rate  until  31st  January  1998,  but  to 
qualify  you  must  make  your  reservation  before 
24th  December  1997. 

To  book  your  room,  call  Roomline  now. 


■  111  participating  locations  nationwide  ■  Sky  IV 

■  Spacious  en-suite  rooms  ■  Luxury  Hypnos  beds  ■  Free 
parking  u  lea  and  coffee  nuking  facilities  ■  On-site 
restaurant*  ■  Free  morning  newspaper  ■  Fax  and 
telephone  ■  Fast  checkout 
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Why  heat  in 
the  bedroom 
is  best 
for  the  chest 
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Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford 

reports  on  the  misdiagnosis  of 
chronic  obstructive  pulmonary 
disease.  Department  of  Health 
guidance  on  the  early 
symptoms  of  bowel  cancer, 
abnormalities  of  the  genitals, 
and  the  causes  of  recurrent 
nosebleeds 


The  jolly  old  man  in 
the  gas  industry's  ad¬ 
vertisement  on  tele¬ 
vision  is  so  obviously 
thriving  in  his  centrally  heated 
house  that  it  is  rather  a  pity 
that  he  later  ruins  all  the 
benefits  by  walking  out  inio 
the  snow. 

Brisk,  but  not  violent,  exer¬ 
cise.  is  an  important  ingredi¬ 
ent  in  a  healthy  lifestyle,  but  it 
should  not  be  taken  by  older 
people  in  extreme  tempera¬ 
tures.  Even  the  middle-aged 
should  not  allow  themselves  to 
become  chilled  for  more  than 
30  minutes. 

The  gas  industry  will  be 
delighted  to  read  the  latest 
research,  reported  in  the  jour¬ 
nal  GP  and  carried  out  at  the 
London  Chest  Hospital.  This 
study  showed  that  increasing 
the  "bedroom  temperature  of 
patients  with  chronic  chest 
troubles  did  more  to  keep 
them  healthy  than  antibiotics. 

Chronic  Obstructive  Pulmo¬ 
nary  Disease  (COPD).  is  a 
chronic  chest  condition  in 
which  the  flow  of  air  into  and 
out  of  the  lungs  is  persistently, 
partially,  impeded.  The  degree 
nf  obstruction  is  measured  by 
using  a  spirometer.  Patients 
take 'a  deep  breath  and  then 
blow  as  long  and  as  hand  as 


possible  into  the  machine. 
This  allows  the  capacity  of 
their  lungs,  and  the  patency  of 
the  bronchial  tubes  leading  to 
them,  to  be  assessed. 

COPD  is  often  die  result  of 
chronic  bronchitis  and  emphy¬ 
sema.  In  chronic  bronchitis 
the  bronchial  tubes  have  suf¬ 
fered  from  prolonged  expo¬ 
sure  to  tobacco  smoke  or  other 
irritants,  or  may  have  been 
subject  to  recurrent  infections. 
But  whatever  the  cause,  the 
end  result  is  that  the  walls  of 
die  bronchi  are  narrowed, 
have  undergone  structural 
changes,  and  produced  an 
excessive  amount  of  secretion. 
Emphysema  is  the  over-ex¬ 
pansion  of  the  air  spaces  in  the 
spongy  lungs  so  that  there  is  a 
reduction  in  the  surface  area  of 
the  lung  through  which  oxy¬ 
gen  may  be  absorbed. 

The  old.  heavy  smoker,  spit¬ 
ting  and  wheezing  in  the 
comer,  is  almost  certainly 
suffering  from  COPD.  Doc¬ 
tors  divide  these  patients  into 
two  types;  blue  bloaters  and 
pink  puffers.  The  blue  bloaters 
are  getting  so  little  oxygen  into 
their  lungs  that  their  blood  is 
not  properly  oxygenated  and 
they  are  slighdy  cyanosed  in 
that  their  noses,  lips  and 
fingers  have  a  bluish  tinge. 


The  patients  are  also  often 
overweight,  and  their  legs  and 
feet  are  frequently  swollen  due 
to  heart  failure,  secondary  to 
their  lung  disease.  The  pink 
puffers  are  still  coping  with 
their  COPD  and  maintain  a 
natural  pink  complexion  by 
breathing  more  quickly.  These 
are  the  chesty  people  who  get 
out  of  breath  even  when 
taking  the  exercise  required  in 
normal  living. 

This  week  a  committee  of 
the  British  Thoracic  Society 
produced  recommendations 
for  the  better  treatment  of 
COPD.  The  symptoms,  cough¬ 
ing.  wheezing,  shortness  of 
breath  and  increased  secre¬ 
tions.  are  common. 


Every  year,  one  in  25 
of  the  patients  on  the 
average  G  Ps  list  will 
need  treatment  It 
has  similar  symptoms  to  asth¬ 
ma  but  needs  slighdy  different 
treatment  and  has  a  very 
different  outlook. 

Hie  essential  feature  of  asth¬ 
ma  is  inflammation  of  the 
airways.  Its  symptoms  tend  to 
be  intermittent  and  are  usual¬ 
ly  reversible.  More  than  50  per 
cent  of  adult  asthmatics  have  a 
history  of  allergy,  they  re¬ 
spond  well  to  steroids,  but  not 


to  the  anti-cholinergic  medi¬ 
cines  prescribed  for  breath¬ 
lessness.  Conversely,  patients 
with  COPD  are  usually  elder¬ 
ly  and  ex-smokers;  the  symp¬ 
toms  are  persistent  and 
progressive  and  they  respond 
badly  to  steroids  bur  well  to 
the  anti-choUnergics.  More 
than  26.000  people  die  from 
COPD  in  England  and  Wales 
each  year,  whereas  1.700  die 
from  asthma. 

A  major  conclusion  of  the 
committee  is  that  GPs  should 
make  more  use  of  the  spirome¬ 
ter,  and  that  patients  should 
be  routinely  tested  for  pulmo¬ 
nary  function.  In  this  way 
early,  mild  cases  of  COPD 
may  be  diagnosed  and  suit¬ 
able  preventive  measures  may 
be  initiated. 

The  peak  flow  meter,  which 
is  widely  used,  is  admirable  so 
far  as  it  goes,  but  it  is  not  the 
ideal  tool  for  diagnosing 
COPD,  which  experts  fed  is  as 
neglected,  misdiagnosed  and 
under-treated  as  asthma  was 
20  years  ago. 


Long-term  smoking  can  lead  to  chronic  bronchitis  which,  in  turn,  can  result  in  chronic  obstrucfive  pulmonary  disease 

STfysX  fliiirlalitiAc  fnr  Nose  for  trouble 


Guidelines  for 
bowel  cancer 

Not  only  are  general  be  present  But  all  these 
practitioners  receiv-  symptoms  represent  late  dis¬ 
ing  the  latest  views  on  ease  and  the  patient  should 


Why  do  Americans 
have  such  good  teeth? 


Probably  because  their  dentist  has 
told  them  about  Interplak  -  the 
electric  toothbrush  with  the  unique 
plaque-removing  triple  action. 

Dentists  trust  Interplak 

Dental  professionals  worldwide  know 
ihat  the  efficient  removal  of  plaque  is 
the  best  way  to  ensure  a  long;,  healthy 
life  for  your  teeth  and  gums.  For  over 
10  years  dentists  have  recognised  the 
Interplak  toothbrush's  superior  action, 
which  removes  up  to  twice  the  plaque 
of  ordinary  brushing.  In  fact,  more 
than  30  clinical  studies  have  proved 
Interplak  s  cleaning  efficiency  and 
plaque  removing  power. 

Unique  rotating  tufts  for  a  far 
more  efficient  cleaning  action 

The  Interplak  plaque  remover’s  unique 
action  lets  the  bristles  reach  between 
the  teeth  and  below  the  gumline  to 
reduce  plaque.  And,  because  they  are 
soft  and  rounded  the  bristles  are  also 


'J  He  Interplak  tufts  rotate 
intfividuallv.  to  ensure  a  lifetime 
wf  healthier  teeth  and  •» tints. 


gentler  on  braces  and  bridgework. 
Each  tuff  spins  and  counterspins  4.200 
times  a  minute  for  smoother,  cleaner 
teeth,  and  spreads  and  flexes  to  provide 
gentle  stimulation  for  healthier  gums. 

The  Interplak  Promise: 
healthier  teeth  and  gnms  - 
or  yonr  money  back! 

Use  an  Interplak  plaque  remover  regu¬ 
larly.  and  wc  guarantee  you  and  your 
dentist  will  notice  an  improvement  in 
the  health  of  your  teeth  and  gums  at 
your  next  check-up.  If  not,  we'll  give 
you  your  money  back  -  we  promise. 
What’s  more,  if  your  dentist  certifies 
thai  your  oral  health  has  improved 


since  using  an  Interplak  plaque 
remover,  we'll  send  you  a  free  brush 
head  You'll  find  a  leaflet  inside  your 
Interplak  toothbrush  box  giving  full 
details  of  this  offer. 

The  American  plaque  remover  - 
now  available  over  here 

Used  as  pan  of  your  dental  health 
programme  along  with  regular  visits 
to  your  dentist  Interplak  toothbrushes 
are  probably  the  best  way’  to  ensure  a 
lifetime  of  healthy  teeth  and  gums. 
They're  available  from  your 
Dental  Practice.  Index. 

Currys,  Comet  and  major 
Department  Stores.  jgSf; 


Not  only  are  general 
practitioners  receiv¬ 
ing  the  latest  views  on 
chest  disease  from  the  British 
Thoracic  Society,  but  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Health  has  also 
recently  issued  guidance  on 
ways  to  improve  the  outcome 
in  colorectal  cancer,  or  cancer 
of  the  large  bowel 
Colorectal  cancer  kills 
17,000  people  in  England  and 
Wales  each  year  and  is  the 
second  most  common  cause  of 
death  from  cancer  overall,  it 
is  the  sixth  most  common 
cause  of  death. 

In  the  United  Kingdom 
treatment  is  less  successful 
than  in  France.  Germany, 
most  other  European  coun¬ 
tries  or  the  United  States.  The 
US  has  tire  best  survival  rate 
where  62  per  cent  of  the 
patients  who  are  diagnosed 
will  survive,  compared  to 
Britain  where  only  41  per  cent 
will  live.  One  of  the  ten  main 
recommendations  Is  that 
people  in  Britain  should  be  as 
aware  of  the  early  symptoms 
of  colorectal  cancer  as  those 
who  live  abroad. 

The  British  have  always 
found  foreigners’  preoccupa¬ 
tion  with  their  bowel  function 
slightly  quaint  and  very  re¬ 
pugnant,  but  if  their  attitude 
and  conversation  improves 
the  chances  of  surviving  can¬ 
cer  of  the  colon  by  50  per  cent 
it  may  be  forgivable. 

The  symptoms  that  patients 
must  watch  for  are  changes  in 
bowd  habit,  which  may  be 
either  diarrhoea  or  constipa¬ 
tion,  or  one  or  the  other 
alternating,  or  bleeding.  Rec¬ 
tal  bleeding  should  not  be 
attributed  to  haemorrhoids 
until  possibly  more  important 
causes  have  been  excluded. 

Pain  is  not  usually  an  early 
feature  of  colorectal  cancer 
and  only  becomes  a  promi¬ 
nent  aspect  of  tiie  disease 
when  it  is  very  advanced,  but 
tenesmus,  the  sensation  that 
the  bowels  have  been  incom¬ 
pletely  emptied,  is  commonly 
experienced. 

Many  patients  are  seen  by 
their  doctors  because  they 
have  been  feeling  unusually 
tired  and  have  lost  weight.  In 
these  cases  anaemia  may  also 


be  present  But  all  these 
symptoms  represent  late  dis¬ 
ease  and  the  patient  should 
have  been  to  the  surgery 
earlier. 

Most  cancers  of  the  colon 
grow  slowly,  which  had  led 
the  Americans  to  suggest  that 
the  best  way  of  malting  an 
early  diagnosis  is  through 
regular  routine  examinations. 
A  second  major  recommenda¬ 
tion  try  the  Department  of 
Health  is  that  the  UK  should 
have  better  facilities  for  endo¬ 
scopic  investigations,  and  that 
GPS  should  have  easier  access 
to  them. 

Once  diagnosed,  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Health  suggests 
that  colorectal  cancer  should 
be  managed  by  designated 
multi-disciplinary  teams,  and 
that  the  surgeons  in  the  team 
should  be  able  to  demonstrate 
a  good  immediate  result  and  a 
low  recurrence  rate.  Patholo¬ 
gists  should  give  a  compre¬ 
hensive  .report  so  that  tiie 
surgeons’  record  in  achieving 
complete  removal  of  the  can¬ 
cer  can  be  assessed. 

Local  recurrence  of  can¬ 
cer  of  tiie  rectum  is 
reduced  by  40  per  cent  if 
the  patient  is  treaded  with 
radiotherapy  one  week  before 
the  operation.  This,  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Health  suggests, 
should  become  routine  unless 
there  is  a  good  reason  why  it 
is  contraindicated.  Those  pa¬ 
tients  with  a  high  risk  of  local 
recurrence  should  also  be 
considered  for  post-operative 
radiotherapy.  AD  patients 
who  have  radiotherapy  ! 
should  have  access  to  an  j 
oncology  nurse  who  is  special¬ 
ly  dulled  in  cancer  care. 

The  survival  rate  in  those 
patients  whose  tumours  are 
well  advanced  at  the  time  of 
diagnosis  is  improved  by  6 
per  cent  if  they  also  have 
chemotherapy.  This  should  be 
considered  for  ail  these  pa¬ 
tients  who  are  strong  enough 
to  tolerate  its  side-effects.  This 
recommendation  will  mean 
providing  units  who  have 
adequate  facilities,  including 
oncologists,  specialist  nurses 
and  pharmacists  and  a  24- 
hour  emergency  service. 


SIR  DAVID  FROST  recently  continued  bravely  with  his 
television  programme  despite  a  profuse  nosebleed.  Although 
nosebleeds  are  associated  with  childhood  games  in  tiie 
playground,  they  become  increasingly  common,  with  advancing 
age,  and  the  older  the  patient  gets  the  harder  they  are  to  stop. 

The  caase  of  spontaneous  nosebleeds  is  usually  of  no  great 
medical  significance.  It  is  often  no  more  than  damage  to  blood 
vessels  in  the  mucus  membranes  made  vulnerable  by  a  cold. 
Recurrent  nosebleeds,  however,  should  be  investigated.  A 
prominent  blood  vessel  may  be  the  answer,  and  these  can  be 
cauterised.  Sometimes  they  are  the  result  of  high  blood  pressure 
or  a  malignancy  in  the  nasal  passages  or  sinuses,  when  the 
bleeding  is  a  watery,  bloody  discharge  from  one  nostril  only. 

First-aid  measures  involve  asking  the  patient  to  lean  forward 
and  to  nip  the  nose  at  tiie  junction  of  tiie  bone  and  cartilage  while 
breathing  through  the  mouth.  After  about  20  minutes  the  grip 
can  be  relaxed,  and  the  bleeding  should  have  stopped.  lithe 
bleeding  persists,  seek  medical  advice. 


Two  of  a  kind 

AFTER  25  years  of  working  in  a  genito-urinary  dinic  treating 
venereal  disease,  1  thought  I  had  come  across  every  variation  of 
the  male  anatomy.  However,  the  International  Journal  of 
Clinical  Practice  las  proved  me  wrong  with  its  report  that  one  in 
five  million  babies  is  bom  with  either  a  double  penis  or  clitoris. 

In  men,  as  in  shotguns,  the  double  barrels  may  lie  side  by  side 
or  one  above  the  other— as  in  the  type  of  gun  that  is  favoured  by 
Americans  and  day-pigeon  shooters,  the  people  at  James  Purdey 
&  Sots  tell  me. 

The  condition  in  men  is  known  as  diphalius.  The  two  penises 
may  be  of  identical  site  and  shape  or  one  may  be  smaller.  Often 
the  division  is  incomplete.  The  Journal's  case  concerned  a  bey 
operated  on  at  the  age  of  nine  whose  diphallus  was  corrected  by 
the  removal  of  one  penis,  so  that  he  was  left  with  a  single  urethra, 
which,  it  appeared,  was  fully  functional. 
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You  jit  not  niont  — 
wf mnt  ntffrr 
Jhun  impotence  J* 

HU* 


Postcode. 


INTERpLAK 


What  my  older,  wiser  brother  said  about 

“IMPOTENCE” 

People  who  suffer  from  it  .  treating  this  embarrassing 
get  fed  up.  Just  thinking  about  condition  painlessly.  I  found 
it  makes  tr  worse.  And  many  them,  he  said,  at  The  Medical 
prescribed  drugs  have  advene  Centre  in  Weymouth  Street, 
effects-  Bur  there  are  qualified  London  win  jfa.  Call  (hem 
people  who  now  specialise  in  on  0171  $37  2018.  now  I 


Haliborange'  has  always  tasted  great. 

Now,  each  high  strength  tablet  makes  a  fizzy  drink 
that  holds  as  much  Vitamin  C  as  twenty  fehw 
squeezed  oranges. 

Helping  you  to  stay  fit  and  replace  the  Vitamin  C 
lost  through  colds  and  flu.  ■ 

in  either  ruby  orange  or  lemon.  youHl  find  ifs 
equally  delicious.  Enjoy. 


■K:m 


i  cfyri 


i 


.^Ty*,***#! 

.  ..hr- 

•  .  i.':  *>» 

.'ZlftrtCL 

•  r  •  r- 
-  •  ^ 

Via* 

, 

-T. 

• . .  ‘ft 

- 

■:rnt 

- 

*mr. . 

— »  '***" 
-.v*.  **4? 

a.  /  Jbt 
-.  ".<•  T-.-.-fr 


As  I  sari 


- 

-,-*** 

•  i 

:  <■-  tv**,  ft* r 
• 

•  •  r:/-V;  jk 

•  -1  ;**wT 
■f-.i  .m 

t  M 


-  ..MMi.xnt-; 
■  -•■*•*** 

*•  •'.li 

• 

-r.-.T 

i 


c  ;\ 


.Jfij  v> 


THE  TIjVlEsjn-iURSDAY  DECEMBER  II 


1997 


T  i 


FEATURES  21 


Disappointed?  Yes.  Deflated?  Never 
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Branson  with  Joan:  she  prefers  him  to  keep  his  feet  on  the  ground 

Richard  Branson’s  dream  to  circle  the 
globe  in  a  balloon  may  have  been 
scuppered  again,  but  he  refuses  to 
wallow  in  self-pity.  By  Andrew  Pierce 


W! 


"ithin  hours  of  the 
223ft  Virgin  Global 
Challenger's  dramat¬ 
ic  bur  premature  de¬ 
parture  from  Morocco.  Richard 
Branson  was  sipping  champagne 
with  his  wife.  Joan,  seemingly 
without  a  care  in  the  world.  The 
multimillionaire  businessman  fur¬ 
ther  underlined  his  capacity  to  stay 
cool  under  fire  when  he  was  the  life 
and  soul  of  a  pre-planned  party  to 
celebrate  a  successful  launch  at  the 
Moroccan  airforce  base  ai  the  foot 
of  the  Atlas  Mountains. 

But  beneath  the  calm  exterior  Mr 
Branson.  47.  was  racked  by  anxiety 
and  despair  as  he  surveyed  the 
wreckage  of  his  ten-year  dream  to 
be  the  first  person  ro  circumnavi¬ 
gate  the  globe  in  a  balloon. 

The  mood  of  despondency  did 
nor  last  long.  Crises  are  a  regular 
event  in  rhe  life  of  die  man  who 
created  the  Virgin  empire,  which 
boasts  200  companies,  employs 
IS. 000  people  and  is  the  biggest 
private  business  fiefdoni  in  Britain. 

“There  is  a  Thin  line  between 
being  an  entrepreneur  and  being 
an  adventurer.’'  Mr  Branson  said 
yesterday  as  he  directed  from  the 
Moroccan  airbase  the  diplomatic 
offensive  needed  to  retrieve  the 
stricken  balloon  from  Algeria. 

“In  business.  I  confront  crises  all 
the  time.  I  have  leamt  to  deal  with 
Them  by  Taking  them  in  my  stride. 
The  same  rule  applies  to  ballooning 
or  any  other  advcmure.  Fortunate¬ 
ly.  I  was  brought  up  to  look  on  the 
positive  side  of  life.  Going  for  it  has 
become  my  motto.  ■ 

"1  permit  myself  to  be  down  for 
only  a  few  seconds.  Anything  else  is 
self-indulgence,  and  wasteful.” 

Despite  the  brave  words,  Mr 
Branson  admitted  he  was  shattered 
when  the  call  came  through  to  his 


Balloon  over  the  dunes  Richard  Branson,  high-flyer  in  his  professional  and  personal  lives:  “I  permit  myself  to  be  down  for  only  a  few  seconds.  Anything  else  is  self-indulgence,  and  wasteful' 


hotel  suite  informing  him  that  the 
balloon  had  gone  without  him.  The 
suite,  as  usual,  was  crowded  with 
family  and  friends.  He  had  been 
putting  the  finishing  touches  to  his 
will.  He  was  about  to  write  letters 
to  his  daughter.  Holly.  16.  and  son. 
Sam.  12.  with  strict  instructions 
that  they  were  not  to  be  opened 
unless  he  failed  to  rerum.  When  the 
bad  news  came,  there  was  little 
time  to  wallow  in  self-pity. 

Outside,  the  world’s  media 
waited.  The  short  drive  to  the 
airfield  felt  like  the  longest  of  his 
life.  He  took  Sam  with  him  for 
comfort.  The  doseness  of  the 
Branson  family  is  an  integral  part 
of  his  success. 

"Holly  and  Sam  are  at  an  age 
now  when  they  want  me  to  succeed 
and  when  they  would  like  to  be 
beside  me  as  1  take  off  on  my 
adventures.  1  am  not  so  sure  about 


Joan.  I  know  she  was  very  happy  to 
have  me  in  bed  beside  her  that 
night,"  he  said. 

Joan  was  said  to  have  begged 
him  to  abandon  his  plans  to 
capture  what  the  Royal  Geographi¬ 
cal  Society  described  as  the  last 
great  aviation  challenge  when  the 
first  attempt  last  January  nearly 
ended  in  catastrophe.  The  Chal¬ 
lenger  was  plummeting  to  the 
ground  at  a  rate  of  1 ,000ft  a  minute 
and  levelled  off  just  30  seconds 
from  impact  as  the  three-man  crew 
prepared  for  certain  death. 

Now,  dutehing  a  mug  of  steam¬ 
ing  coffee  in  the  scorching  Moroc¬ 
can  sun  and  wearing  his 
trademark  green  flying  suit  Mr 
Branson  declined  to  be  drawn  on 
whether  Joan  had  asked  him  not  to 
go.  “Let's  just  say  Joan  is  happier 
when  my  feet  are  firmly  on  the 
ground,"  he  said. 


It  was  not  the  first 
time  Mrs  Branson  had 
feared  losing  the  father 
of  her  two  children. 

During  his  firsr  attempt 
to  cross  the  Padfic  in  a 
boat  disaster  struck 
when  the  craft  capsized. 

Mr  Branson  was 
plunged  into  the  freez¬ 
ing  water  with  Sir  Chay 
Blyih,  the  record-break¬ 
ing  round-the-world 

yachtsman.  “I  took  my  _ 

cue  from  Chay.  He  had 
been  in  that  situation  many  times. 
We  sang  songs  and  joked  about 
which  vessel  would  pick  us  up."  A 
Jamaican  banana  boat  eventually 
came  to  the  rescue. 

Despite  the  pressures  of  an  18- 
hour  working  day  that  would  make 
most  people  age  prematurely,  Mr 
Branson  remains  stubbornly 


‘I’ve  leamt 
to  deal 
with  crises 
by  taking 
them  in  my 
stride’ 


youthful.  He  is  a  relent¬ 
less  keep-fit  fanatic.  He 
plays  tennis,  jogs  and 
skis.  But  in  the  pink- 
walled  dry  of  Marra¬ 
kesh  there  has  been 
little  time  to  unwind. 

Rory  McCarthy,  the 
original  co-pilot  in  the 
balloon,  gave  him  a 
massage  yesterday 
morning.  His  choice  of 
friends  is  another  sign 

_  that  Branson  thrives  on 

living  dangerously  — 
Mr  McCarthy  is  a  world  record 
skydiving  champion.  Mr  Branson 
is  also  accomplished  in  the  field  but 
not  as  skilled  as  his  friend,  as  the 
cuts  and  bruises  on  his  arms  testify 
after  a  particularly  bumpy  landing 
during  training  over  the  Atlas 
Mountains  at  the  weekend. 

On  Tuesday  night,  when  hopes 


had  soared  that  the  balloon  would 
be  found  and  repaired  in  rime  for 
another  assault  on  the  record.  Mr 
Branson  was  in  the  Sheraton  Hotel 
bar.  the  mission  headquarters, 
buying  drinks  for  everyone. 

the  sense  of  shock  That  had 
overwhelmed  him  in  the  morning 
was  gone.  “I  knew  we  were  back  in 
the  hunt.  We  had  used  our  Lear  jet 
to  fly  low  over  the  top  of  the  balloon 
as  it  drifted  towards  Algeria  to  try 
to  force  it  down.  It  was  a  successful 
operation-.  It  would  have  been 
easier  all  round  if  the  balloon  had 
not  crossed  into  Algeria  but  that  is 
another  problem  we  will  sur¬ 
mount."  Luckily,  only  three  weeks 
ago  Mr  Branson  and  his  team 
dined  with  the  Algerian  Ambassa¬ 
dor  in  London,  a  contact  who  will 
have  proved  invaluable. 

“It  is  a  terrible  cliche  but  I  do  love 
a  challenge.  1  like  the  feeling  of 


adrenalin  coursing  through  my 
veins.  I  have  no  intention  of 
slowing  down.  Whether  it  is  buying 
a  railway  or  taking  on  an  airline 
competitor.  1  want  to  succeed  and 
provide  the  best  service." 

Opinion  pulls  regularly  make 
Mr  Branson  the  favourite  choice 
for  Mayor  of  London,  or  president 
if  Britain  took  the  republican  route. 
Even  the  carelessness  of  losing  the 
world's  biggest  balloon.  14  times 
die  size  of  Nelson's  Column,  has 
not  dented  his  popularity  or  reput¬ 
ation.  But  he  is  under  no  illusions 
about  the  transient  nature  of  popu¬ 
larity  and  success.  “All  role  models 
eventually  screw  up  in  one  way  or 
another,  particularly  in  Britain, 
where  there  is  a  custom  of  building 
people  up  ro  knock  them  down 
again.  It  is  something  one  has  To 
accept.  But  1  think  the  verdict  is:  So 
far  so  good." 


‘As  I  sang  my  song,  Mick  made  obscene  noises’ 

Hfc  i  EH  NICHOLLS 


Gazing  soulfully  into 
the  middle  distance 
from  beneath  her 
fringe,  the  tiny  blonde  recalls 
how  Mick  Jagger  and  Brian 
Jones  fought  for  her  favours 
on  a  flight  from  Dublin. 
Twinkle,  whose  1964  hit  single 
Ten^i  was  vilified  in  the 
House  of  Lords  and  briefly 
banned  by  television  produc¬ 
ers.  was  flattered  by  their 
attentions  but  horrified  by 
their  swearing. 

The  mawkish  ballad  she 
wrote  about  a  fantasy  biker 
boyfriend  killed  m  a  road 
crash  took  her  from  Queen's 
Gate  School  in  Knighisbridge 
to  number  four  in  the  charts, 
where  she  stayed  for  15  weeks. 
Chice  the  16-year-old's  class¬ 
mates  had  included  Camilla 
Parker  Bowles,  now  she 
blushed  as  rival  Rolling 
Slones  courted  her. 

“1  was  sitting  next  to  Brian. 
Actually  he  was  holding  my 
sick  bas  —  there  was  quite  a 
bit  of  turbulence."  she  says.  “I 
thought  he  was  very  nice. 
Then  Mick  came  over  and 
angrily  said  ’you’re  sitting 


She  was  the  little  rich  girl  who  made  Jagger  jealous.  But  now 
all  Twinkle  wants  is  to  stay  lucky.  Interview  by  Bill  Frost 


next  to  my  girl’.  Hie  language 
became  appalling 

Despite  her  pouting  image 
(some  compared  Twinkle  — 
real  name  Lynn  Ripley  —  to 
Bardot),  she  admits  she  was 
an  innocent  abroad  in  the 
1960s  and  had  no  idea  the  two 
Stones  were  wrangling  over 
who  was  to  seduce  her.  In  fact 
Jagger's  fury  at  failing  to 
capture  his  prey  was  vented 
later,  in  1964,  when  she  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  New  Musical 
Express  poll  winners'  concert 
at  Wembley.  “As  I  sang  ray 
best  line,  ’please  waif  at  the 
gates  of  Heaven  for  roe.  Te¬ 
eny’.  he  picked  up  a  micro¬ 
phone  behind  the  curtain  and 
made  obscene  noises.  1  nearly 
killed  him  afterwards." 

She  attempts  a  smile  before 
lopping  up  an  already  lethal 
vodka  "from  a  bottle  she  has 
brought  with  her  to  the  wine 
bar  where  we  meet.  “I  am 
nervous  about  interviews,” 


she  explains.  “In  the  Sixties  I 
was  doing  a  bottle  of  Scotch 
and  about  80  cigarettes  a  day. 
But  I  never  did  like  drugs, 
even  though  everyone  else 
seemed  to.  They  made  me  fall 
asleep  or  feel  UL" 

Time  has  been  relatively 
kind  to  Twinkle.  Her 
roots  may  need  atten¬ 
tion  and  the  1960s  costumes 
may  pinch  a  little  now.  but 
there  are  still  traces  of  the 
teenager  who  features  in 
Channel  4’s  Brit  Girls  series  a 
week  on  Saturday. 

“1  have  never  had  a  facial  or 
had  my  legs  waxed.  I  am 
content  with  myself  and  my 
life."  she  says,  topping  up  her 
vodka  again.  “1  suppose  I 
have  been  very  lucky  —  there 
was  always  a  safety  net  my 
parents,  my  silver  spoon.  I 
didn't  need  the  money;  the 
£15,000  I  made  from  Terry 
(£150.000  today)  went  in  a 


couple  of  weeks.  I  still  spend 
for  Britain.  If  1  have  £5,000, 1 
will  spend  £10,000.  And  some¬ 
times  I  just  don’t  have  a  due 
where  it  goes." 

Brought  up  in  Surrey  by 
parents  who  could  afford 
servants.  Twinkle  was  not  in 
awe  of  anyone  at  school, 
except  perhaps  the  young 
Camilla.  “1  remember  her 
well,"  she  says,  "She  was  very 
attractive  and  even  then  she 
had  an  astonishing  aura  of 
leadership.  I  resented  any 
goody-goody,  but  not  her.  She 
was  fun  and  definitely  no 
angel. 

“She  always  wore  that 
Sloaney  gear,  the  junior  ver¬ 
sion  of  fwinset  and  pearls. 
Meanwhile  I  was  getting  into 
a  PVC  mac  and  make-up." 

Twinkle  was  14  when  she 
wrote  Terry  and  on  the  point 
of  being  expelled  from 
Queen's  Gate.  The  teachers 
thought  her  bright  but  rebet- 


T winkle;  “There  was  always  a  safety  net  —  my  parents" 


lious.  and  her  dirge  fora  dead 
biker  could  have  done  little  to 
change  their  opinion-  The 
song  was  described  as  “dan¬ 
gerous  drivel"  by  Lord  (Ted) 
Willis,  the  novelist  and  tele¬ 
vision  scriptwriter,  and 
banned  for  a  while  on  the  pop 
show  Ready  Steady  Go. 

Inspiration  for  Terry  came 
to  Twinkle  as  she  sat"  in  the 
back  of  her  parents’  chauf¬ 


feur-driven  limousine  on  the 
A3.  “These  boys  on  big  bikes 
came  by  and  everything 
flowed  "from  that  image. 
There  never  was  a  real  Terry 
in  my  life  —  I  wasn’t  interest¬ 
ed  in  sex  then,  certainly  not 
with  boys  who  greased  their 
hair  back  and  drove  motorcy¬ 
cles.  Anyway,  my  parents 
would  not  have  allowed  it" 
Her  success  was  short-lived;  a 


follow-up  single  hovered 
briefly  in  the  lower  levels  of 
the  charts  before  Twinkle 
gave  up  on  the  pursuit  of 
teenage  stardom. 

‘I  was  glad,  really.  I  used  to 
suffer  from  stage  fright  and 
touring  was  dreadful  some¬ 
times.  I  suppose  I  just  didn't 
like  working  much.  1  kept  up 
with  the  dub  scene  where  1 
saw  old  friends  such  as  Brian 
Jones.  Peter  Noone  of  Her¬ 
man’s  Hermits  and  Eric 
Burdon  of  the  Animals.  One 
night  George  Harrison  asked 
me  to  go  to  Paris  with  him  For 
the  weekend  but  my  parents 
said  I  couldn't. 

“1  moved  into  a  flat  owned 
by  Daddy  in  Hampton,  and 
he  gave  me  an  allowance.  I 
lived  there  with  a  housekeep¬ 
er.  seven  dogs  and  a  pig  and 
spent  my  time  writing  songs  . 
and  taking  in  stray  animals." 

Twinkle’s  eyes  mist  over  at 
the  mention  of  her  animals  — 
and  it’s  time  for  another 
vodka.  “At  the  moment )  have 
two  Dobermans,  three  ducks, 
eight  pigeons,  lots  of  rescued 
birds,  a  guinea  pig.  a  rat  and 


my  fish.  Next  to  my  husband 
and  children,  they  mean  the 
world  to  me." 

She  says  she  fell  in  love 
instantly  with  the  man  she 
was  to  marry  —  Graham 
Rogers,  one-time  star  of  the 
Milk  Tray  television  adverts. 
They  met  by  chance  in  a  cafe 
and  she  pursued  him  for  three 
months.  Last  March  they 
celebrated  their  silver  w-ed- 
ding  anniversary. 

“  rax  he  marriage  has 
1  worked  because  we 
accept  each  other's 
faults."shesays."l  smoke  and 
drink  too  much,  and  he 
doesn’t  I'm  useless  in  the 
house  and  he  is  neat  and  tidy. 
He  does  a  bit  of  D 1 Y  but  never 
completes  the  job.  Apart  from 
that  he  is  perfect. 

"Michael,  my  20-year-uld 
son.  wants  to  follow  me  into 
the  music  business  —  in  fact 
he  has  done  a  techno  version 
of  Terry  using  my  vocals. 
Who  knows,  it  could  be  lucky 
for  him  too." 

•  Bril  Girls.  Channel  Saturday. 
December  Jt).  SJOpm. 
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Where  things 
can  only 
get  worse 

Tim  Congdon  on  Europe’s 
demographic  timebomb 


Never-ending  economic 
growth  is  an  assump¬ 
tion  of  our  age.  People 
know  that  living  standards  are 
higher  now  than  20  or  30  years 
ago,  they  believe  that  they  are 
still  rising  —  and  they  expect 
them  to  go  on  doing  so.  These 
beliefs  and  expectations  are 
shared  by  the  entire  industrial 
world. 

In  qualification,  there  is  a 
widespread  recognition  that 
the  pace  of  economic  growth 
will  be  held  back  over  the  next 
two  generations  by  ^ 
"greying"  of  the  populations  of 
Europe.  North  America  and 
Japan.  But  almost  no  one 
thinks  that  this  trend  will  be 
accompanied  by  falls  in  nat¬ 
ional  output  arid  a  decline  in 
living  standards. 

For  some  European  coun¬ 
tries,  the  assumption  of  never- 
ending  growth  is.  however, 
very  questionable.  A  strong 
argument  can  be  made  (if 
certain  well-established  social 
and  economic  trends  persist 
over  the  next  generation]  that 
tile  output  of  significant  na¬ 
tions  wilt  not  only  cease  to 
grow  by  the  2  or  3  per  cent  a 
year  to  which  they  are  accus¬ 
tomed,  but  will  start  to  fall. 
Such  declines  would  not  be 
cyclical  fluctuations  around  an 
upward  trend:  they  would 
constitute  the  trend  itself. 

The  calculations  behind  this 
startling  conclusion  are  me¬ 
chanical.  The  key  is  to  remem¬ 
ber  that,  in  any  country, 
outpur  per  head  of  population 
("living  standards’!  depends 
on  three  influences:  output  per 
head  of  the  employed  popula¬ 
tion  ('productivity'),  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  population  of 
working  age  actually  in  work 
("participation’!  and  the  ratio 
of  the  working  age  population 
to  the  total  population  ("demo¬ 
graphics').  If  each  of  these 
three  influences  is  analysed,  a 
risk  that  living  standards 
might  fall  over  extended  peri¬ 
ods— five  years  or  more —can 
be  identified  in  France.  Italy 
and  other  European  countries. 

The  first  consideration  is 
productivity  growth.  Postwar 
Europe  achieved  a  spectacular 
advance  in  productivity,  often 
at  a  rate  of  more  than  4  per 
cent  a  year,  as  its  companies 
copied  and  sometimes  caught 
up  with  superior  American 
technology.  But  the  scope  for 
catching-up  is  much  less  to¬ 
day.  Indeed,  across  the  indus¬ 
trial  world  output  per  person 
employed  has  been  rising  at 
only  1  to  1.5  per  cent  a  year 
over  the  past  decade.  Despite 
much  waffle  about  "the  digital 
productivity  miracle",  or  "the 
cybernetic  revolution",  tile  evi¬ 
dence  from  official  statistics  is 
that  productivity  growth  is 
decelerating. 

Secondly,  trends  in  partici¬ 
pation  have  varied  sharply 
between  the  main  industrial 
nations.  In  America  and  Ja¬ 
pan  more  people  between  the 
ages  of  15  and  64  are  in  work 
today  than  in  the  late  1970s.  (In 
America  this  has  been  due 
entirely  to  a  remarkable  rise  in 
female  participation).  But  in 
the  four  large  European  econ¬ 
omies  —  Germany,  the  UK, 
France  and  Italy  —  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  labour  market  has 
been  failing.  In  France  and 
Italy  the  ratio  of  men  and 
women  of  working  age  actual¬ 
ly  in  employment  dropped  by 
Oil  per  cent  a  year  between 
1979  and  J994. 

In  this  respect  America  and 


Japan  have  dearly  been  per¬ 
forming  better  than  Europe.  A 
plausible  explanation  is  that 
Europe  has  been  handicapped 
by  higher  levels  of  government 
spending  (particularly  on  so¬ 
cial  benefits),  taxation  and 
social  security  contributions 
or,  in  a  phrase,  by  "the  welfare 
stare".  Some  aspects  of  the 
welfare  state,  such  as  entitle¬ 
ment  to  generous  pensions  in 
early  retirement,  have  un¬ 
doubtedly  discouraged  men  in 
France  and  Italy  from  work¬ 
ing  when  they  reach  their 
fifties  and  sixties. 

If  participation  in  France 
and  Italy  continues  to  fall  by 
0.6  per  cent  a  year,  the  implied 
drop  in  employment  will  be  a 
significant  brake  on  living 
standards.  It  almost  cancels 
the  gain  from  an  assumed 
productivity  growth  of  1  per 
cent  a  year. 

Finally,  what  about  demo¬ 
graphics?  For  the  next  15  years 
the  size  of  the  population  of 
working  age  is  already  known, 
because  all  new  entrants  to  the 
workforce  have  already  been 
born.  Thereafter  population 
trends  are  sufficiently  stable  to 
allow  fairly  precise  forecasts 
for  several  decades.  (Immigra¬ 
tion  is  the  main  impond¬ 
erable). 

The  World  Bank  estimates 
that  over  the  next  40  years  the 
proportion  of  people  of  work¬ 
ing  age  to  tiie  total  population 
will  fall  steadily  in  Japan. 
Germany  and  Italy.  In  Italy 
the  fall  is  to  run  at  05  per  cent 
a  year  between  2015  and  2020. 
rising  to  0.7  per  cent  a  year 
between  2020  and  2035.  If 
productivity  growth  were  1  per 
cent  a  year,  the  combined 
effect  of  demographics  and  the 
deterioration  in  labour  force 
participation  would  cause  Ital¬ 
ian  living  standards  to  fall  for 
a  period  of20yearsor.  in  other 
words,  for  virtually  a 
generation. 

Italy  is' the  most  extreme 
example  of  the  dangers 
that  Ue  ahead.  But  in  all 
the  major  countries  the  inter¬ 
action  of  worsening  demo¬ 
graphics  and  decelerating 
productivity  growth  points  to 
king  periods  of  stagnant  living 
standards.  America  and  Japan 
show  signs  of  using  their 
working-age  population  more 
fully.  But  in  Europe  labour- 
force  participation  and  em¬ 
ployment  are  deteriorating. 

If  over  generous  welfare 
systems  are  the  source  of  tile 
declines  in  labour-foroe  partic¬ 
ipation,  then  they  are  unsus¬ 
tainable  in  the  modem 
European  state.  Either  the 
welfare  state  has  to  be  aban¬ 
doned.  or  economic  growth 
comes  to  a  halt. 

The  first  50  years  after  the 
Second  World  War  were  — 
like  the  first  Antonxne  age, 
described  in  Gibbon’s  Decline 
and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Em¬ 
pire  —  a  long  period  of 
growing  prosperity  and  social 
peace.  But  the  second 
An  to  nine  age  is  now  over.  In 
the  next  50  years  the  nation 
states  of  modem  Europe  will 
have  to  break  the  promises 
given  to  their  soda!  security 
systems,  so  that  the  incentives 
to  remain  in  work  remain 
strong. 

If  labour-force  participation 
continues  to  slide,  demograph¬ 
ic  certainties  dictate  that  the 
living  standards  of  Europe's 
dozens  wifi  enter  an  extended 
period  of  decline. 
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Public  and  private  trusts 


I  have  been  asking  some  City 
people  who  have  dealt  with 
overseas  trusts  what  they  think 
about  Geoffrey  Robinson’s  in¬ 
terest  in  a  Guernsey  trust  On  one 
point  they  are  unanimous.  A  discre¬ 
tionary  offshore  trust  has  great  tax 
advantages:  it  does  not  automatically 
have  to  pay  United  Kingdom  taxes  on 
income,  capital  gains  or  inheritance. 
As  the  Orion  Trust  has  assets  of  more 
than  £12  million,  it  can  be  assumed 
that  tiie  marginal  rate  of  these  taxes 
would  be  40  per  cent  were  the  money 
held  on  the  mainland.  Taxes  are 
payable  only  when  funds  are  remit¬ 
ted  to  the  United  Kingdom  benefida- 
ty.  A  Guernsey  trust  is  therefore  a 
very  tax  efficient  way  of  holding 
assets.  I  do  not  think  that  such  a  trust 
could  be  set  up  without  the  intention 
of  avoiding  tax. 

indeed,  offshore  trusts  in  tax 
havens  are  so  efficient  that  the 
Treasury  has  done  everything  in  its 
power  to  limit  their  use.  In  the  old 
days,  before  restrictions  were  intro¬ 
duced.  they  were  far  more  common 
than  they  are  now.  Nowadays  it  is 
necessary  for  the  person  who  origi¬ 
nally  settles  the  trust  to  be  domiciled 
overseas.  In  this  case  the  original 
settlor  was  a  Belgian.  Mme  Joska 
Bourgeois,  who  died  in  1994.  The 
trustees  are  independent  in  law,  but 
they  are  normally  lawyers  or  accoun¬ 
tants  whose  profession  it  is  to  run 
such  trusts.  So  long  as  the  original 
settlor  is  alive,  they  usually  take 
instructions  from  that  person,  or 
from  someone  nominated  by  the 
settlor.  In  practice,  when  the  settlor 
dies,  the  trustees  take  instructions 
from  someone  nominated  in  the  trust 
deed,  or  from  the  person  regarded  as 
the  key  figure  in  the  trust  They  have 
their  professional  reputation  to  main¬ 
tain.  and  do  not  suddenly  start 
behaving  as  though  they  were  not 
answerable  to  anyone. 

In  1996  the  trustees  of  Orion  Trust 
started  buying  some  £10  million  of 
shares  in  Transtec,  a  business  with 
which  Geoffrey  Robinson  is  associat¬ 
ed.  By  that  time  Mme  Bourgeois  was 
dead;  the  trustees  cannot  have  been 
acting  on  her  instructions.  The  as¬ 
sumption  must  be  chat  Geoffrey 
Robinson  had  some  hand  in  suggest¬ 
ing  or  at  least  approving  the  transac¬ 
tion,  though  his  precise  relationship 
with  it  has  not  been  established.  The 
question  of  the  degree  of  influence  he 
has  with  the  trustees  is  obviously 
relevant  So  far  the  trustees  them¬ 
selves  have  remained  anonymous. 
Trusts  of  this  character  are  not 


Geoffrey  Robinson  has  become  an 
embarrassment  to  the  Prime  Minister 


illegal:  although  some  people  would 
argue  that  they  are  against  the  public 
interest  because  they  avoid  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  tax  that  might  otherwise  be 
due.  I  would  argue  that  they  tend  to 
benefit  society  by  protecting  capital 
from  an  inappropriate  system  of 
taxation,  but  this  is  a  minority  view. 
The  Labour  Party,  even  in  its  new 
Labour  form,  is  hostile  to  all  such 
schemes  of  avoidance,  and  it  must  be 
admitted  that  few  of  these  schemes 
are  really  organised  at  arm's  length, 
whatever  their  formal  legal  structure. 

Geoffrey  Robinson  has  three  pos¬ 
sible  courses  of  action.  He  can 

continue  to  brazen  _ 

the  matter  out,  re¬ 
fusing  to  give  a  foil 
and  frank  account 
of  his  financial  ar¬ 
rangements,  and 
threatening  libel  ac¬ 
tions  against  the 

press.  Newspapers  —  - — 

have  little  reason  to 
fear  these  threats,  since,  on  the  recent 
precedent  of  Jonathan  Aitken,  he 
would  probably  have  to  resign  if  he 
wished  to  pursue  these  actions.  In 
any  case,  he  would  almost  certainly 
have  to  make  full  disclosure  of  his 
financial  arrangements  in  court 
However  legal  these  are,  he  might 
not  wish  to  be  cross-examined  about 
them-  Whoever  won  such  a  libel 
action,  the  main  beneficiary  would  be 
the  Conservative  Party,  since  Geof¬ 
frey  Robinson  would  have  hung 
himself  on  a  very  public  gibbeL 

His  second  course  would  be  to 
make  a  full  public  explanation  of  all 
his  financial  arrangements.  He 
would  need  to  explain  everything  that 
had  happened  over  a  period  of  years. 
Here,  nis  difficulty  would  be  with  his 
own  party.  The  Labour  Party  has  no 
sympathy  with  tax  avoidants,  how¬ 
ever  legal  ii  may  be.  People  of  my 
views  drink  that  the  State  is  too  large, 
public  expenditure  is  an  excessive 
overhead  on  the  economy,  and  that 
all  taxes  on  savings  and  capital  fall 
on  investment  and  economic  growth. 
We  may  regard  millionaire  tax 
minimisers  such  as  Mr  Robinson  as 
patriotic  entrepreneurs  who  save 
capital,  reinvest  ft,  and  thereby 
perform  a  public  service.  But  the 
Labour  Party-  has  never  been  willing 
to  accept  this  argument,  and  does  not 


do  so  now.  Even  the  new  Labour 
Government  has  raised  taxes  on 
savings  by  Ate  abolition  of  Advance 
Corporation  Tax;  it  threatens  to  do  so 
again  by  the  £50,000  limit  on  Isas,  for 
which  Mr  Robinson  is  responsible  as 
a  minister. 

Indeed,  the  £50,000  limit  sticks  in 
the  gullet  Mr  Robinson  is  a  benefi¬ 
ciary  of  a  tax  efficient  trust  his  own 
personal  Isa.  currently  worth .  £12 
million  or  more.  He  proposes  that  the 
little  man  (or  woman)  should  have  a 
£50,000  limit  on  his  Isa.  I  do  not  think 
that  savings  and  capital  ought  to  be 
taxed  at  all;  I  am  an  expenditure  tax 
man.  But  even  I  am 
aghast  at  the  idea 
that  one  man's  Isa. 
should  be  capped  at 
£50,000.  while  the 
responsible  minis¬ 
ter's  own  offshore 
Isa  is  left  uncapped 
■  — -  at  £12  million. 

The  third  course 
is  resignation.  Tt  would  be  a  pity,  of 
course.  Though  his  Isa  scheme  seems 
half-baked,  civil  servants  say  that  Mr 
Robinson  has  been  a  breath  of  fresh 
air  in  Whitehall.  Fancy  having  a 
minister  who  understands  how  in¬ 
dustry  works.  It  may  even  be  good  to 
have  a  minister  in  me  Treasury  who 
understands  how  offshore  trusts 
work,  though  perhaps  not  After  the 
1929  crash.  Roosevelt  put  in  Joe 
Kennedy  to  Mode  all  the  loopholes 
Kennedy  had  used  himself  as  the 
most  ruthless  of  Wall  Street 
speculators. 

The  arguments  for  resignation  are 
very  strong.  So  long  as  Geoffrey 
Robinson  remains  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  the  press  will  want  more  details 
about  his  trust  arrangements;  the 
repeated  inquiries  wifi  embarrass 
him  and  the  Government  He  has  not 
done  anything  illegal,  but  he  did 
continue,  as  a  Labour  Member  of 
Parliament  to  benefit  from  a  trust 
which  the  Labour  Party  would  not 
countenance.  His  decision  on  the  Isa 
limit  does  look  like  humbug;  the 
£50,000  is  absurdly  restrictive.  In¬ 
vested  in  the  FT100  Index,  £50,000 
would  produce  an  income  of  £30  a 
week.  Mr  Robinson’s  little  nest  egg 
would  produce  an  income  of  £7,200  a 
week;  so  long  as  it  stays  in  Guernsey, 
it  does  not  pay  tax.  The  new  Labour 


Government  may  dank  £30  a week  is 
right  for  the  people's  savings,  though 
even  the  single  mothers  are  still  going 
to  get  mere  than  that 
There  is  another  reason  why 
Geoffrey  Robinson  should  go.  He  is 
an  embarrassment  to  the  Prime 
Minister.  Tony  Blair  is  making  the 
mistake  of  defending  his.  friends, 
something  no  Prime  Minister  can 
afford  to  da  There  is  already 
question  mark  over  the  new  Govern¬ 
ment's  sensitivity  on  financial  issues. 
There  have  been  the  Labour  local 
authority  scandals;  there  have  been 
the  £1  million  donations  made  by 
potential  beneficiaries  of  public  poli¬ 
cy:  there  have  been  the  extravagan¬ 
cies  of  the  £1  billion  Greenwich  dome, 
and  the  E60.000  wallpaper  for  the 
Lord  Chancellor’s  official  residence: 
now  we  have  Mr  Robinson,  who 
faffed  to  disclose,  bat  probably  ought 
to  have  disclosed,  his  position  as  the 
potential  .beneficiary  of  a  £12  million 
overseas  discretionary  trust  <-  • 

The  public  does  pot  distin¬ 
guish  carefully  between  tax 
avoidance  and  tax  evasion;  it 
does,  however,  expect  a  dif¬ 
ferent  and  higher  standard  from 
ministers  than  from  ordinary  MBs,, 
and  higher  standards  from  Members 
of  Parliament  than  from  ordinary 
businessmen.  ' 

In  the  last  Parliament  Labour 
made  a  tot  of  the  issue  of  sleaze.  ’Hie 
picture  was  paintedby  the  pcantifliste 
method;  there  was  a  mid-life-sex 
romp  here,  a  child-  boro  outride 
.wedlock  there,  a  holiday  at  the  Ritz,  a 
brown  envelope.  Mud)  of  it  was 
minor,  hardly  any  of  it  was  illegal.  It 
is  not  illegal  to  stay  at  the  Paris  Ritz. 
even  for  free.  It  is  not  illegal  to  kiss  a 
pretty  girl  in  the  park,  even  if  she  is 
not  one's  wife.  The  sums  involved- 
were  small;  no  one  went  to  prison.  In 
ihe  same  way.  the  picture  of  Labour 
sleaze  that  is  building  in  the  public 
mind  indudes  perfectly  legal  transac¬ 
tions,  but  the  sums  of  money  are  far 
larger.  I  have  never  met  Bemie 
Ecclestone  but  caution  would  have 
made  me  hesitate  to  take  money  from 
him.  in  case  I  raised  expectations  I 
would  not  wish  to  fulfil.  Bemie 
Ecdestone  does  not  strike  me,  from 
what  1  read  about  him,  as  a  man  who 
would  give  El  million  to  die  Labour 
Party  because  he  had  been  reading 
Marx  or  Tawney.  However  legal 
Geoffrey  Robinson's  offshore  trust 
may  be,  it  is  not  suitable  fora  Labour 
minister:  he  ought  to  know  that  and 
so  should  die  Prime  Minister. 


Peace  mission 

A  DUO  who  have  long  enjoyed  a  lively  relationship.  Lord  Si  John  of 
Fawsley  and  Baroness  Thatcher,  have  been  reunited  because  of  the 
Falkland*  War.  The  peacemaker?  Sir  Denis  Thatcher.  Lord  Sf  John,  who 
flourished  as  Ans  Minister  until  “the  Great  M”  tired  of  his  bright 
plumage,  has  organised  a  competition  to  build  the  first  monument  to  our 
257  servicemen  who  perished.  Today  his  Royal  Fine  Art  Commission  will 
announce  the  winning  design  from  73  entries  for  a  new  chapel  at 
Pang  bourne  Nautical  College. 

This  follows  fondraising  dinners 
by  the  Baroness,  who  urged  Sir 
Denis  to  become  a  trustee. 

Hans  were  devised  by  Admiral 
Sir  John  (Sandy)  Woodward,  who 
led  the  task  force  to  the  South 
Atlantic,  to  move  a  Victorian 
Methodist  Chapel  from  Salisbury. 

Lord  St  John  declared  tills  too 
dreary.  The  solution?  A  competi¬ 
tion.  the  first  organised  by  the 
commission  since  1924.  when  it 
approved  designs  for  the  public 
telephone  box.  "It  is  important  to 
commemorate  the  heroism  of  ser¬ 
vicemen,"  Lord  St  John  ldl$  me.  "I 
think  even  Robert  Runrie  (then 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury)  would 
admit  that  his  tribute  rather 
missed  the  mood.  This  will  be  a 
fitting  tribute."  Has  it  been  jolly 
linking  up  with  "the  blessed  one"? 

“Sir  Denis  has  been  jumping 
around  and  has  been  most  helpful. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  deal  with 
Margaret  —  as  ever." 


Peace  in  our  time 


•  GORDON  BROWN  snubbed 
John  Bin  by  not  attending  the 
BBC  DG’s  Christmas  party  at 
Broadcasting  House.  “He  went  to 
the  GMTV  party  instead says  my 
man  at  No  11.  “ The  Chancellor 
considers  the  station  far 
eb.m 


important  than  the  Beet 


far  more 


seven  publishing  houses  have  been 
fighting  a  bruising  contest  to  sign 
Alex  Ferguson,  the  Manchester 
United  manager,  to  write  his  mem¬ 
oirs.  Bids  of  up  to  E500.000  have 
been  tabled.  Publishers'  expecta¬ 
tions  have  been  raised  by  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  Kevin  Keegan’s  book  Its 
title;  My  Autobiography,  suggests 
limited  literary  promise,  but  it  has 
topped  the  bekseller  list  for  eight 
weeks.  Comparing  the  level  of  sup¬ 
port  for  Keegan'S  Fulham  with  that 
for  Manchester  United.  Ferguson 
could  make  enough  to  retire  from 
football.  Perhaps  he  will  embark 
on  a  political  career,  which  I  gather 
has  been  discussed  with  enthusi¬ 
asm  by  senior  Labour  figures. 


Amory.  Shadow  Chief  Secretary. 
He  is  to  recruit  friends  who  are 
shareholders  in  Barclays  Bank  and 
the  Pru  to  join  his  guerrilla  cam¬ 
paign  against  the  institutions’s 
bosses — who  are  still  drawing  cor¬ 
porate  salaries  while  advising  the 
Government.  He  wants  sharehold¬ 
ers  to  ask  at  the  companies’  AGMs 
whether  Martin  Taylor.  Barclays’ 
chief  executive,  and  Peter  Davis, 
the  Man  horn  the  Pro.  should  still 
get  paid.  “I'm  not  against  business 
helping  Labour.”  explains 
Heathcoai-Amory.  “But,  these  two 
have  become  effectively  part-time.” 
This  could  be  fun. 


Champion  Shared  days 


Fergie,  out  of  Africa 


WITH  a  viciousness  worthy  of  a 
crunching  tackle  from  Roy  Keane. 


A  NAUGHTY  plan  has  been 
hatched  by  David  Heath  coat- 


“ BriJBant,  Pooh,  you've  beat¬ 
en  Branson’s  attempt 


THE  Duchess  of  York,  above  left, 
has  been  replaced  an  a  forthcom¬ 
ing  charity  trip  to  Africa  by  Miss 
Lauren  Booth,  my  new  friend  and 
younger  sister  of  Cherie  Booth. 
The  pair  met  last  month  when 
Lauren,  a  former  model  and  now  a  ■ 
talented  young  journalist  inter¬ 
viewed  the  Duchess  for  that  impor¬ 
tant  social  recorder,  OK! 
magazine.  Now  Ms  Booth  has 
agreed  to  breeze  off  to  Morocco  in 
February  to  raise  money  for  the 
Teenage  Cancer  Trust  a  charity  of 
which  the  Duchess  is  patron. 
"We’re  doing  a  sponsored  walk  of 
the  Atlas  mountains,  but  the 
Duchess  cant  make  it,"  says  a 


fund-raising  skirt  "We’re  thrilled 
that  Lauren's  agreed  to  crane.  It 
win  be  terribly  hard  work  but 
we*vc  started  training  by  walking 
backwards  up  Hampstead  Heath." 

•  LUNCH  on  Monday  found  the 
royal  equerries  gathered  for  their 
annual  Christmas  feed  at  that  St 
James*  trough.  The  Avenue.  The 
festive  spirit  had  dearly  touched 
the  Prince  of  Wales*  equerry,  Lt- 
CdrJohn  Lavery,  who  insisted  on 
payingfor  the  champagne— which 
he  Used  to  make  a  warm  toad  to 
.  the  late  Diana,  Princess  of  Wales. 

Jasper  Gerard 


■y 


* 


i 


$ 


•  t.t.- 
...  .»■' 


■ .r 

r.Tiijr? 
*•  i**- 
.%• 
*c  i. 


>r\  i  \  1 1 1  w 


Beckerman 

As  had  long  been  inevitable,  the 
mountain  of  preparatory  ne¬ 
gotiations  leading  up  to  the 
Kyoto  conference  has  produced  a 
mouse.  Green  pressure  groups^ 
now  protest  that  we  have  betrayed 
our  obligations  to  future  generations, 

making  the  same  sorr  of  dire  predK- 

tiorts  as  did  Tony  Blair  m  an  article 

on  this  page  last  Thursday.  ■ 

But  tour  key  points  need  to  be 
established  in  order  to  -justify  tins 
dismay  at  the  failure  of  Kyoto  to 

produce  really  effective  action  to  curb 
global  carbon  emissions.  There  are 
that  predictions  of  significant  dimate 
change  are  reasonably  reliable;  such 
change  would  seriously  damage 
future  standards  of  living;  the  costs  of 
preventing  donate  change  are  less 
than  this  likdy  damage;  and  any 
policies  adopted  do  not  hit  the  poor 
for  the  benefit  of  the  rich. 

In  fact,  only  the  first  link  in  the 
chain  has- any  strength  at  all.  And 
even  that  is  exaggerated  by  the  vast 
scientific  and  bureaucratic  establish¬ 
ment  that  is  finanring  its  research 
and  building  careers  on  the  bade  of 
the  threat  of  global  wanning. 

As  for  the  second  point,  Mr  Blairs 
only  evidence  for  his  assertion  that 

“ _ climate  change  . . .  wifi  impose 

enormous  human  and  business 
costs"  is  that  it  "could  lead  to  an 
increase  in  stormy  weather".  But  it 
could  lead  to  fewer  storms.  Theoreti¬ 
cally.  the  latter  happens  to  be  more 
likely.  Even  the  reports  of  the 
Intergovernmental  Panel  on  Climate 
Change  are  neutral  cm  the  matter. 

As  for  die  more  general  effects  of 
climate  change,  there  is  good-reason 
to  believe  that,  on  balance,  for  the 
world  as  a.  whole,  they  would  be 
beneficial.  Ibis  is  chiefly  because 
global  warming  would  increase  food 
production.  For.  example,  regions 
would  be  opened  up  and  growing 
seasons  extended  in  vast  areas,  such 
asihe  northern  states  of  the  United 
States,  Canada,  Russia  and  fhina- 
higher  carbon  Concentrations  in  the 
atmosphere  woukhraise-erqp  yields; 
for  die  world  as  a  vybde,  global 
warming  would  mean  more  rain  (pr 
snow);  and  increasing  cloud  cover 
would  mean  that  many  parts  of  the 
world  would  be  cooler  during  die  day 
and  wanner  at  night,  leading  to 
greater  soil  moisture.  What  is  so  bad 

about  all  that?  . 

As  fra*  the -argument  that  the  costs 
of  reducing  carbon  emissions  will  be 
minor.  Mr,. Blair  claims  that  the 
expansion  of  industries  producing 
technologies  fix'  reducing  carbon 
emissions  or  new  forms  of  energy  is 
not  a  cost,  but  a  benefit  He  writes 
that  "we  should  see  it  as  an  opportu¬ 
nity  for  business  and  a  means  to  .  .. 
create  jobs*.  This  is  like  claiming  that  % 
if  we  were  to  enter  a  new  Ice  Age  (as 
was  being  predicted  by  leading 
climatologists  about  25  years  ago), 
this  would  create  lots  erf  job  opportu¬ 
nities  for  heating  engineers  and 
producers  of  thermal  clothing 
(though  few  for  refrigeration  tedini- 
rians  and  producers  of  swimsuits).  So 
whether  it  is  going  to  get  hotter  or 
colder  if  is  good  for  creating  job 
opportunities.  Thus  the  worst  scenar¬ 
io  in  Mr  Blair’s  economics  is  when 
tiie  climate  stays  the  same. 

The  fallacy  in  Mr  Blair’s  argument 
is  that  jobs  are  not  created  by  moving 
people  from  one  activity  to  another.  If 
tins  were  the  case,  nations  could  get 
rich  very  quickly  just  by  making  y 
people  change  jobs  more  often.  In 
fact,  if  the  prevention  of  dimate 
change  involves  giving  fewer  re¬ 
sources  to  producing  goods  that 
people  want  —  food,  clothing,  hous¬ 
ing,  schools,  hospitals,  leisure  and 
cultural  facilities,  and  so  on  —  then 
national  income  (and  welfare)  could 
fall  even  if  total  employment  rose. 

This  is  where  we  get  to  the 
equity  aspect  of  die  problem: 
who  gains  and  who  loses?  Mr 
Blair  avoids  this  altogether.  If  we 
accept  the  received  wisdom  on  di¬ 
ctate  change,  it  will  have  no  notice¬ 
able  effect  on  the  economies 
advanced  countries,  where  agri 
ture  makes  a  negligible  contribuLwi 
to  national  income.  Hie  people  who 
would  lose  most  would  tie  those 
wh(»e  economies  are  heavily  depen¬ 
dent  on  agriculture:  Most  of  them  live 
in  poor  countries,  such  as  China.  So 
toey-- or  ratiter  their  descendants  —  ^  _ 

would  be  the  main  beneficiaries  from  {  ;  \  I 

^asures  to  reduce  climate  change.  vv  1 

But  m  a  hundred  years’  time  these  ^  " 
beneficiaries  will  be  nothing  like  as 
poor  as  are  their  ancestors  in  foe 
Third  World  today.  ' 

Yet  1  have  not  noticed  any  mad 
ptsh  by  Western  governments  to  - 
improve  foe  terrible  environmental 
conditions  in  foe  Third  World  today. 

Thwe  is  no  army  of  bureaucrats,  i: 
institutes  and  scientific  research  es- 

devoted  to  seeking  out  '■ 
opportunities  for  increasing  the  sun-  ' 

clean  drinking  vraS 

and  decent  sanitation,  the  afeawerf 

■  much  death  and  >V 

.JJ"*  “"Potion  of  any  bur-  vJ 

dens  on  people  alive  today  ~  which  ‘  • 

wi?  impinge  on  the  poorest  ■  -  * 

-m  order  to  add  a  few  per£m2e 
£to*  to  the  incomes  ofdSHE 
descendants  towards  foe  end 
of  foe  next  century  is  an^ii  * 

SffiS^^of^Ver1^ancestDr  o  ••• v 


Mi 


■mi 


of 


ion 


•vt 

•  ’  • 

.  '  • 

.  -  i-itH' 

. 

-  r  r'--1- 

V.  - 

.. :  ii— . 
•• 


*-A 

■* 


-  -,-i r  ■ 
.v  rxvi 

-  .>T' 

• -y.v‘. 

-  *  *\i 


f  -V' 

'  -  • .  'Jilt  ■ 

■:  i  f--'; 
•  .  . 

.-  (. 


'  '■ill 


y+i' 


■  :'■>*«* 

••• 

' 

-  cs&t: 

"  - 

'•  ■= 

.,**• 

r"  ’  -  u 


-JIL_ _ 


'  '  •  -  *  i[-. 

1  ■ 

-  ** 


/V 

f  J 


V/ 


'y 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DKrF.MBUl?  u  1997 


I 

f 


ON  DEMOCRACY’S  STEPS 


Blair  welcomes  Adams  to  Downing  Street 


ft  is  commonplace  to  say  that  Ireland’s 
presait  discontents  spring  from  STS 
foui^  an  attachment  to  history.  But  the  pull 
of  die  past  continues  to  distort  Gerry 
Tony  Biair ^ 
Sit"  ^  been  coinPared  with 

Dav,d  u°y«>  George  and 
Michael  OoUin^  An  earlier  radical^remier 
whom  Middle  England  had  learnt  totove 
and  an  earher  repubhcan  warlord  with 
whwn  the  superficial  had  become  infatuated 
ended  a  terrorist  campaign  and  laid  the 
for  ,a.  settlement,  albeit  imperfect, 
which  partmoned  the  island  of  Ireland 

The  power  of  the  parallel,  and  a  fuzzy 
sensethat  m  the  past  lies  Ireland’s  problems 
and  trom  some  exorcism  of  past  wrongs  will 
rome  resolution,  has  led  many  to  invest 
hopes  for  another  peace  deal  in  this  meeting. 
We  wish  we  could  share  those  hopes.  But 
Gerry  Adams  is  no  Michael  Collins  and 
Ireland’s  problems  do  not  spring  from 
partition.  Before  considering  the  extent  of 
the  danger  in  today’s  rite  d  tete  it  is  worth 
underlining  the  difference  between  it  and  the 
Collins-Lloyd  George  meeting  76  years  ago. 

Michael  Collins,  although  a  republican 
terrorist,  had  a  claim  to  legitimacy  which 
Mr  Adams  cannot  presume  to  make.  The 
1918  elections  in  Ireland  gave  Collins  and  his 
allies  a  mandate  to  speak,  if  not  for  a 
majority  of  the  island’s  people,  then  cer¬ 
tainly  for  the  nationalists  of  the  South.  A 
process  of  polarisation  by  Collins  and  his 
comrades,  although  cynical,  had  seen  them 
supplant  the  representatives  of  moderate 
nationalism  and  entitled  them  to  negotiate 
for  Irish  independence. 


All  the  major  parties  in  the  current 
Republic  accept  that  the  future  of  Ulster 
should  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  its 
citizens.  The  IRA  and  its  spokesman,  Mr 
Adams,  are  alone  in  denying  that  demo¬ 
cratic  feet  and  retaining  the  right  to  use 
violence  to  undermine  it.  Michael  Collins 
resorted  to  violence  because  democracy  had 
not  worked.  Mr  Adams  sanctions  its  use 
because  it  works  against  him  all  too  well. 

Mr  Adams  and  the  IRA  have,  however, 
suspended  their  terrorist  campaign  to  see  if 
the  political  process  can  yield  dividends 
which  violence  has  not  yet  delivered.  The 
invitation  to  Downing  Street  is  one  of  the 
rewards  they  have  sought  for  their  forbear¬ 


ance  and  it  has  come.  In  an  interview  with 
our  Chief  Ireland  Correspondent  today,  the 
Secretary  of  State,  Dr  Mowlam,  argues  that 
Sinn  Fein  must  be  treated  like  every  other 
party  in  the  talks  if  republicans  are  to  ever 
behave  as  the  other  parties  do. 

Sinn  Fein  is  hot,  and  has  not  been  treated, 
like  any  other  party.  Its  military  wing  has 
maintained  an  armoury,  and  the  potential  to 
go  back  to  war,  throughout  the  talks.  That 
threat,  just  as  powerful  for  remaining  veiled, 
has  led  the  Government  co  waive  a 
requirement  for  decommissioning  and  to 
subordinate  the  workings  of  justice  to 
political  calculation  in  die  treatment  of 
terrorist  prisoners. 

Defenders  of  the  Government  may  argue 
that  all  these  steps  are  necessary  to  bind 
Sinn  Fein  into  the  democratic  process.  But  it 
is  worth  asking  just  how  committed  to  peace 
Sinn  Fein  now  is  if  it  requires  all  these 
concessions  to  keep  supporters  sweeL  There 
are  ominous  signs  that  elements  within 
republicanism  itch  to  return  to  what  the 
Sinn  Fein  councillor  Francie  Molloy  called 
“what  we  know  best”.  He  was  not  referring 
to  handling  welfare  complaints. 

The  unhappiness  with  the  peace  process 
articulated  by  the  sister  of  the  hunger  striker 
Bobby  Sands  is  deeply  feh  in  IRA  heartlands 
such  as  South  Armagh  and  East  Tyrone. 
Sinn  Fein  leaders  complain  that  their 
supporters  are  restive  because  the  talks  have 
made  little  progress.  This  is  wholly  hypo¬ 
critical.  Huge  energy  has  been  invested  by 
David  Trimble  of  the  UUP,  Seamus  Mallon 
of  the  SDLP  and  the  Irish  Prime  Minister 
Bertie  Ahem  in  exploring  possible  future 
political  structures.  In  contrast,  Sinn  Fein 
has  prated  about  die  need  for  movement 
without  budging  an  inch  from  its  absolutist 
demand  that  Britain  abandons  the  demo¬ 
cratic  majority  who  favour  the  Union. 

Today’s  meeting  may  just  be  an  exercise  in 
symbolism.  But  symbols  matter  where 
identity  and  allegiance  drive  men  to  arms. 
The  sight  of  Mr  Adams,  on  the  doorstep  of 
Downing  Street,  the  demon  king  on  the  most 
prominent  stage  in  democracy’s  theatre,  is  a 
dramatic  concession.  Mr  Blair  has  already 
felt  the  anger  of  Ulster's  majority  after  a 
previous  meeting  with  Mr  Adams.  He  must 
hope  that  history,  although  a  fallible  guide, 
proves  a  kinder  judge. 


SEVENTEEN-YEAR  ITCH 

-■1 , 

Black  and  white  in  Zimbabwe  unite  against  Mugabe 


Harare  returned  to  relative  calm  yesterday 
after  an  extraordinary  dash  between  Robert 
Mugabe's  Government  and  demonstrators 
,  led  by  the  Zimbabwe  Confederation  of  Trade 
I  Unions.  Tear  gas  was  used  liberally,  dubs 
were  deployed  at  random  by  the  police  and 
Dumiso  Dabengwa,  the  Home  Affairs  Min¬ 
ister,  threatened  to  shoot  those  who  contin¬ 
ued  with  this  largely  peaceful  protest  Some 
17  years  after  the  accession  of  Robert 
Mugabe.  Zimbabwe  is  courting  economic 
collapse  and  social  chaos.  Affluent  white 
farmers  and  impoverished  blade  workers 
are,  unusually,  at  one  in  their  discontent. 

The  catalyst  for  this  conflict  was  a  set  of 
drastic  tax  increases.  These  measures  had 
not  received  the  support  of  Zimbabwe's 
Parliament  even  though  147  of  its  150 
members  are  representatives  of  the  ruling 
Zanu-PF  party.  Mr  Mugabe  used  em¬ 
ergency  powers  to  impose  them  regardless. 
The  revenue  has  been  sought  to  fund  the 
pensions  of  war  veterans.  Their  plight  has 
become  sensitive  since  it  emerged  that 
certain  members  of  the  Cabinet  have 
received  prompt  payment  of  disability 
allowances  while  the  system  as  a  whole  was 
in  arrears.  It  now  seems  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  will  withdraw  or  phase  out  this 
package,  at  least  in  its  present  form. 

Mr  "Mugabe  has  blamed  white  farmers 
and  the  business  sector  for  fomenting  the 
discontent  This,  as  Morgan  Tsvangirai,  the 
Secretary-General  of  Zimbabwe’s  trade 
unions,  has  argued,  is  ridiculous.  It  has  been 
the  economic  policies  of  the  Government 
itself — and  the  corruption  associated  with  it 
—  that  has  obliged  the  IMF  and  World  Bank 


to  suspend  support.  Unemployment  is,  of¬ 
ficially,  at  33  per  cent  and  interest  rates  at 
similar  levels.  It  has  long  been  Mr  Mugabe's 
practice  to  blame  Zimbabwe’s  remaining 
white  citizens  for  crises  of  his  own  creation. 

There  is,  outside  of  Mr  Mugabe'S  personal 
circle,  a  remarkable  degree  of  consensus  on 
an  alternative  programme.  The  trade  unions 
have  called  for  cuts  in  state  expenditure. 
Leading  figures  in  Parliament  have  sought 
an  overhaul  of  government  ministries  as 
well  as  a  push  for  privatisation.  The  last 
point  is  especially  relevant  In  1991,  Mr 
Mugabe  reluctantly  agreed  to  shake  up  the 
state  sector  as  the  price  of  outside  financial 
support.  There  have  been  precisely  two 
privatisations  during  this  period:  Zambia, 
Zimbabwe’s  neighbour,  has  put  200  organ¬ 
isations  on  the  market  in  the  same  time. 

The  President  has  appeared  determined  to 
ignore  this  advice.  His  decision  to  appro¬ 
priate  the  property  of  white  farmers  was  a 
desperate  attempt  to  reclaim  support.  These 
farms  currently  account  for  40  per  rent  of 
national  exports  and  27  per  rent  of  employ¬ 
ment  The  Government  does  not  have  the  re¬ 
sources  to  fund  the  resettlement  of  those  who 
will  be  asked  to  take  the  land.  The  El  Nino  is 
likely  to  deliver  severe  drought.  All  ingred¬ 
ients  for  agricultural  disaster  are  in  place. 

Mr  Mugabe  has  alienated  Parliament 
large  sections  of  his  own  party,  the  clear 
majority  of  the  population,  and  overseas 
investors.  He  could  and  should  relent  and 
embrace  radical  change.  Alternatively,  he 
might  move  further  towards  outright  per¬ 
sonal  dictatorship.  Zimbabwe’s  future  will 
be  powerfully  influenced  by  that  choice. 


DON’T  MOCK  TUDOR 

A  building  can  be  bad,  but  seldom  a  whole  architectural  style 


Bolsover  District  Council  has  refurbished  a 
pile  of  old  snobbery.  When  it  gave  Barratt 
the  builder  the  planning  permission  for  a 
housing  development  it  insisted  that  the 
houses  were  nor  mock  Tudor.  This  proviso 
was  mislaid:  the  builders’  kits  were  mud¬ 
dled:  and  mock  Tudor  is  how  thehousa 

have  gone  up.  Yesterday  the  councfldeqded 
■  reluctantly"  that  it  could  not  force  Barealt  to 
strip  acres  of  cladding  off  new  house  fronts. 

Tudor  is  the  only  native  architectural  style 
that  is  denigrated  with  the 
Nobodv  except  a  rival  architect  or  a  critic 
insults  houses  built  in  other  styles  as  mock 
Ou  pen  Ann®,  pseudo  Regenty  or  pastiche 
Mies  van  der  Rohe.  But  “mrek  Tudor"  is  the 
most  popular  style  for  domestic  ardutecture 
in  England.  Streets  of  half-umbered  semis 
and  pubs  with  unnecessary  crock-trusses  go 
up  even  in  parts  of  Britain  previous^ 

untouched  by  T*** 
represent  a  never-never  landof  OMe Eng¬ 
land  and  the  histone  when  an 

Englishman's  home  became  his  own  resile. 

Stockbroker's  (later  mode)  Tudor  as  insult 
was  invented  by  Osbert  Lancaster.  What  he 

J^Tmind  *e  shock  of  being 
confronted  by  150  accurate  reproductions  of 
^Anne 


with  central  heating  arid  garage.  He  mocked 
the  latest  methods  of  mass-production  being 
used  to  turn  out  a  stream  of  oak  beams, 
leaded  windows  and  small  discs  of  bottle- 
glass.  These  were  all  structural  devices  that 
our  ancestors  lost  no  time  in  abandoning  as 
soon  as  they  knew  how  to  do  so. 

Lancaster,  like  his  friend  John  Betjeman, 
was  fascinated  by  the  architecture  of  the 
Victorians,  the  Edwardians  and  the  Thirties. 
Their  fascination  began  in  mockery.  But  it 
ended  in  expert  championship.  All  architec¬ 
ture  is  built  on  the  foundations  of  a 
preceding  style.  Tudor  domestic  put  Renais¬ 
sance  detail  on  the  ghost  of  Gothic 
perpendicular,  and  retreated  from  the  great 
chamber  into  private  spaces.  It  still  repre¬ 
sents  one  of  an  Englishman’s  ideals  of  home. 
:  Almost  half  of  genuine  Tudor,  although 
magnificent,  was  useless,  for  example  its 
ornamental  chimneys  and  beams.  All  sur- 
'  viving  Tudor  is  “mock”  in  some  ways,  for  ex¬ 
ample  in  the  modem  fashion  of  staining  its 
timbers  black  instead  of  leaving  the  silver- 
gr^  of  old  oak.  So  Bolsover  is  wise  to  let 
sleeping  timbers  lie,  even  if  they  are  zebra- 
pamted  cladding-  It  should  be  proud  to 
"  recognise  its  new  estate  foil  of  an  English¬ 
man’s  andent  ideal  Homes  from  Home. 


RK 
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Questions  on  equity  of  means-testing  for  state  pensions 


From  Mr  Granville  Davies 

Sir,  As  the  present  Government  has 
been  elected  by  the  balance  of  middJe- 
class  votes,  Mr  Blair  would  be  ill 
advised  to  follow  the  advice  in  your 
leading  article  today.  "Middle-class 
interest",  to  withdraw  or  means  test 
the  basic  state  pension. 

That  this  pension  is  not  funded  by 
individual  contributions  was  the  re¬ 
sult  of  a  fraud  perpetrated  for  political 
reasons'  on  the  working  population 
when  the  pension  was  introduced. 

For  those  whose  National  In¬ 
surance  and  general  tax  contributions 
over  the  years  have  provided  current 
pensions  for  the  elderly,  and  whose 
own  basic  pension  entitlements  will 
be  assessed  on  their  National  Insur¬ 
ance  contribution  records,  it  is  not 
easy  to  accepr  rhar  die  pension  is 
really  a  welfare  handout  which  the 
present  working  papulation  can  no 
longer  afford. 

For  many  in  receipt  of  a  modest 
occupational  pension,  the  basic  state 
pension  is  a  significant  addition  to 
income  which  formed  part  of  their  ori¬ 
ginal  retirement  planning.  Will  they 
now  fall  into  the  income  trap  between 
the  feckless  or  disadvantaged  who 
have  made  no  provision  for  their 
future  and  the  fat  cats  who  have  been 
generously  bribed  io  retire  early? 

Will  means-testing  include  capita] 
investments  as  well  as  annuities  and 
other  forms  of  income?  Will  one  be 
forced  to  sell  one’s  home  lo  qualify  for 
a  state  pension?  What  of  the  expatriate 


Two-flag9  Gibraltar 

From  the  Foreign  Secretary 

Sir,  Today’s  joint  letter  from  Michael 
Howard  and  George  Young  is  charac¬ 
teristically  misleading  about  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's  policy  towards  Gibraltar. 

Our  position  is  dear.  On  Spanish 
proposals  for  joint  sovereignty  of  Gib¬ 
raltar.  there  is  no  question  of  any  com¬ 
promise  on  sovereignty.  On  Spanish 
integration  into  Nato.  it  seems  to  have 
escaped  Messrs  Howard  and  Young 
that  the  Chief  Minister  of  Gibraltar 
welcomed  the  outcome  of  the  Nato 
Defence  Ministers'  meeting  on 
December  2  and  said  “the  UK  state¬ 
ment  folly  safeguards  our  position". 

Yours  faithfully, 

ROBIN  COOK. 

Foreign  and  Commonwealth  Office, 
Whitehall.  SW1A2AH.  • 

December  10. 


Pakistan's  democracy 

From  the  High  Commissioner 
for  Pakistan 

Sir,  Your  leading  article  of  December 
2,  entitled  "Islamabad  on  the  brink", 
on  the  role  of  the  military  in  Paki¬ 
stan’s  politics  was  proven  wrong  with¬ 
in  hours  of  its  printing. 

The  Pakistan  Army,  a  professional 
and  efficient  fighting  force,  has  made 
very  dear  that  promoting  and  protect¬ 
ing  the  Constitution  and  the  demo¬ 
cratic  system  are  central  to  its  core 
value. 

It  did  not  choose  "the  least  worst 
option"  (your  description  of  an  army 
takeover)  but  played  a  positive  role  in 
stabilising  the  situation.  It  demon¬ 
strated  a  commendable  commitment 
to  the  supremacy  of  parliamentary 
democracy. 

Christopher  Thomas,  in  his  report 
of  December  3.  writes  that  Pakistan 
“has  moved  a  notch  closer  to  becom¬ 
ing  a  failed  state".  How;  pray,  does  he 
know  —  especially  when  the  crisis  is 
now  over?  The  supremacy  of  Parlia¬ 
ment.  restored  earlier  this  year  and 
termed  "a  turning  point  for  Pakistan’s 
struggling  democracy"  by  your  news¬ 
paper  (report,  April  2],  has  sustained 
the  test  of  time.  How  come  dial  it  is 
now  seen  as  ‘‘what  is  left  of  a  crumb- 
ting  democracy"? 

Yours  faithfully. 

MIAN  RJAZ  SAMEE, 

High  Commission  for  Pakistan. 

3S  Lowndes  Square.  SW1X  9JN. 
December  4. 


National  symbols 

From  Ms  Liz  Exton 

Sir,  While  Italy  has  given  the  world 
much  in  the  way  of  culture,  former 
ambassador  Raimondo  Manzini  (let¬ 
ter,  December  8)  should  be  aware  that 
pizza  has  also  been  a  stalwart  ambas¬ 
sador  for  his  country.  I  can  think  of  no 
other  meal  which  is  so  highly  regard¬ 
ed  by  both  children  and  adults. 

The  logo  for  the  UK’s  EU  presi¬ 
dency  was  designed  by  an  Italian 
child  and  a  British  child  working 
together  io  create  something  instantly 
recognisable  as  a  symbol  for  Italy.  1 
really  think  someone  should  go  out 
and  buy  them  a  pizza  as  a  prize. 

Yours  faithfully. 

LIZ  EXTON, 

88  Malvern  JRd.  Bristol  BS5  SJB. 
lizofecableinet.  co.uk 
Decembers. 

From  Mr  C.  J.  Reddall 

Sir,  1  am  sure  Signor  Manzini  is  too 
much  of  a  diplomal  to  imply  that  For¬ 
eign  Office  mandarins  are  not  in 
touch  with  their  own  young  people.  If 
the  choice  of  toe  logo  for  Italy  had 
been  offered  to  my  children,  if  would 
undoubtedly  have  been  an  image  of 
Gianfranco'Zola. 

Yours  sincerely. 

C.J.  REDDALL,  . 

Keepers.  Wisborough  Green, 

Sussex  RH14  0HE. 

December  S. 


working  abroad  who  has  chosen  to 
pay  voluntary  NI  contributions  io 
cover  missing  years  in  order  to  pre¬ 
serve  basic  state  pension  rights?  Will 
these  now  be  forfeit? 

This  proposal  is  manifestly  unfair, 
as  a  little  more  homework  would 
readily  demonstrate. 

Yours  truly. 

GRANVILLE  DAVIES. 

5  Warren  Wood,  Warren  Road, 

Crow  borough  TN6  ITT. 

From  Mr  Charles  Davies 

Sir.  Means-testing  toe  state  pension 
would  mean  that,  after  paying  in  for 
40  years,  I  shall  be  told  that  there  is 
nothing  in  the  pot  for  me  as  toe  Gov¬ 
ernment  has  spent  it  all. 

The  last  rime  this  was  done  on  a 
large  scale  was  by  Robert  Maxwell.  I 
well  remember  toe  fuss  the  then 
Opposition  raised. 

Yours  faithfully, 

CHARLES  DAVIES. 

17  Cunningham  Hill  Road. 

St  Albans  AL1  5BX. 

December  S. 

From  Mr  Mike  Earn  show 

Sir.  I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks 
for  your  candid  leading  article  on  the 
welfare  system.  Having  been  bom 
into  the  welfare  state  in  1945  I  have 
seen  many  changes  over  the  years, 
very  few  of  them  good. 

Please  continue  to  press  toe  Gov¬ 
ernment  for  means-testing.  If  you 


From  Mr  Mark  McArthur-Christie 

Sir,  Today’s  headline.  “Labour  may 
tax  car  parking  at  work  to  reduce  car 
use",  will.  1  am  sure,  add  to  drivers’ 
feelings  of  persecution. 

•  We  are  repeatedly  told  that  we 
should  hang  up  our  car  key's  and  use 
public  transport.  The  integrated 
transport  policy  (ITP)  seems  intent  on 
forcing  voters  to  use  bus  and  train 
services,  whether  they  have  been 
improved  or  not.  through  restrictive 
pricing  on  car  use.  Many  people  (par¬ 
ticularly  in  rural  areas)  will  be  penal¬ 
ised  for  travelling  by  the  only  method 
available  to  them. 

The  Association  of  British  Drivers 
advocates  more  funding  for  public 
transport,  but  even  a  highly  efficient 
system  will  be  unable  to  meef  people’s 
flexible  travel  requirements  in  the 
same  way  as  toe  private  car.  Public 
transport  is  ideal  for  moving  large 
numbers  of  people  who  wish  to  travel 
at  the  same  times  to  toe  same  places. 
Modem  working,  living  and  leisure 
patterns  do  not  lend  themselves  to 
such  mass  transport  systems. 

The  ITP  in  its  current  form  will 
serve  only  to  restrict  toe  mobility  of 
thousands  of  people  —  whilst  offering 
them  no  viable  alternative.  It  is  vital 
that  government  realises  that  the  car 
is  essential  for  modem  travel,  not 
merely  a  target  for  revenue  gen¬ 
eration. 

Yours  faithfully, 

MARK  McARTHUR-CHRISTIE 
(Campaign  Manager). 

Association  of  British  Drivers. 

160  Fanner’s  Close,  Wimey  OXS  6NS. 
man  da  @ch  ristie.  i-way.co.  u  k 
December  2. 

From  the  Chief  Executive  of 
the  East  Mercia  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  Industry 

Sir.  Ministers,  it  appears,  are  about  to 
levy  another  tax  on  toe  business  com¬ 
munity. 

Whilst  toe  economy  may  appear  to 
be  doing  well,  many  small  businesses 
in  this  part  of  the  West  Midlands  con¬ 
tinue  to  struggle.  They  are  faced  with 
customers  demanding  year-on-year 
price  reductions  and  toe  strong  pound 
is  seriously  harming  export  potential. 

In  many  parts  of  toe  country  toe  car 
is  toe  only  way  for  employees  to  get  to 
work.  There  is  no  public  transport 
alternative.  In  addition,  employers 
need  to  provide  car  parking  as  there  is 


Sense  of  direction 

From  Mrs  Janet  Whitby 

Sir.  Your  Science  Briefing  (December 
8)  concludes  that  “men  learn  to  pay  at¬ 
tention  to  direction  more  than  women 
but  women  are  just  as  good  at  it.  given 
toe  motivation.” 

After  many  years  in  the  passenger 
seat  being  told  to  “stop  reading  that 
map.  women  have  no  sense  of  direc¬ 
tion",  my  own  conclusion  is  that  main¬ 
taining  motivation  is  often  more  frus¬ 
trating  chan  being  losL 

Yours  wearily. 

JANET  WHITBY. 

5  Broughton  Gardens.  N6  5RS. 


New  house  building 

From  Mr  Brendan  J.  Ward 

Sir.  Professor  Patricia  McLean  (letter. 
December  S)  may  be  encouraged  to 
know  that  in  toe  United  States,  in  rec¬ 
ognition  of  the  activities  of  nimbi es,  at 
least  one  major  landfill  operator 
claims  to  have  adopted  the  banana 
principle  —  build  absolutely  nothing 
anywhere  near  anybody. 

Yours  faithfully, 

BRENDAN  J.  WARD. 

1 20  Ochiltree.  Dunblane  FK15  0PB. 
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have  nothing  to  hide  you  have  notiiing 
to  fear.  Let  die  money  go  to  toe  ones 
who  really  need  it,  not  to  those  who 
think  they  are  entitled  to  ft. 

Yours  faithfully. 

MIKE  EARNSHAW. 

4  Chapel  Close, 

Warden  Hills.  Luton  LU2  7AG. 
meamshaw.-kbnet.co.uk 
December  9. 

From  Mrs  Diana  Tit  comb 

Sir.  Your  leader  today  applauds  Tony 
Blair's  plans  to  tax  or  means  test  state 
benefits  in  order  that  we  can  return  to 
a  system  with  welfare  as  a  safety  net 
rather  than  as  an  entitlement. 

I  agree  that  child  benefit  paid  at  the 
same  rale,  whether  to  lone  parents 
without  income  or  to  top-rate  tax¬ 
payers,  is  illogical  and  a  waste  of  pub¬ 
lic  funds.  However,  an  elderly  couple, 
neighbours  of  mine,  who  have  saved 
all  their  working  lives  see  friends, 
who  have  spent  ail  they  have  earned 
and  borrowed  more,  living  an  assured 
and  sometimes  more  comfortable 
retirement,  courtesy  of  toe  State. 

I  question  toe  morality  of  this  and 
suspwi  the  proposed  system  will  just 
discourage  saving  and  frugality, 
thereby  imposing  a  greater  welfare 
burden. 

Yours  truly. 

DIANA  TTTCOMB. 

11  Bums  Green, 

Benington.  Stevenage  SGQ  7DA. 
December  8. 


little  public  car  parking  and  car  crime 
is  endemic. 

The  result  of  this  policy  could  be 
devastating,  with  companies  moving 
out  of  the  inner  city  to  the  edges  of  toe 
metropolitan  areas  in  order  to  retain 
their  skilled  employees. 

Hie  Government  should  be  talking 
to  business  before  embarking  on  such 
a  draconian  path. 

Yours  faithfully. 

DAVID  S.  FROST. 

Chief  Executive. 

East  Mercia  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  Industry, 

Chamber  of  Commerce  House. 

Ward  Street.  Walsall  WS1  2AG. 
December  3. 

From  Mr  D.  Bayliss 

Sir.  Taxing  worlqftace  parking  is  the 
sort  of  compromise  which  might  look 
like  a  step  in  toe  right  direction  but 
would  be  unlikely  to  have  much  effect 
on  urban  traffic  congestion. 

If  toe  use  of  congested  roads  is  to  be 
controlled  then  this  should  be  charged 
for  directly.  Parking  charges  can  be  a 
reasonable  second  best,  but  only  if 
carefully  designed. 

This  scheme  is  not  a  direct  charge 
but  a  tax  to  be  paid  by  employers.  As 
such  it  will  of  course  attract  support 
from  those  concerned  with  local  gov¬ 
ernment  finance  and  from  environ¬ 
mental  interests,  just  as  increases  in 
fuel  duties  have.  However,  it  is  not 
likely  to  reduce  toe  considerable  eco¬ 
nomic  and  environmental  costs  of 
traffic  congestion  in  our  towns  and 
cities  because  it  does  not  deal  with 
through  traffic,  or  with  public  car 
parks  or  on-street  parking,  and 
because  it  does  not  impact  directly  on 
toe  user. 

A  more  effective  short-term  ar¬ 
rangement  would  be  a  "count  and 
pay"  scheme  whereby  all  peak-hour 
car  park  use  (and  possibly  off-peak 
too,  in  the  busiest  areas)  would  be 
charged  to  toe  proprietors  of  car  paries 
or  toe  tenants  of  office  blocks  with 
parking  space.  The  proceeds  would 
then  be  used  for  local  transport  and 
environmental  improvements,  and 
for  abating  local  business  rates. 

Yours  sincerely. 

D.  BAYUSS 

(Chairman  of  toe  Transport  Board), 
The  Institution  of  Civil  Engineers. 

1  Great  George  Street.  SW1P  3AA. 
December  3. 


Sprout  strain 

From  Dr  Edward  M.  A.  Willhoft 

Sir,  You  report  ("Only  one  million 
sprouts  to  go  until  Christmas”.  De¬ 
cember  9)  that  Tesco’s  “reigning  speed 
dtampion”  at  peeling  sprouts  for  toe 
Christmas  season  processes  one 
sprout  every  five  seconds.  A  reason¬ 
able  assumption  would  be  that  toe 
number  of  discrete  manipulations  of 
the  wrist  involved  in  cutting  through 
toe  stem  and  removing  outer  leaves  is 
six:  in  an  8-hour  shift,  that  amounts  to 
more  than  30.000  wrist  movements 
involving  tendons  in  the  hands, 
through  the  carpal  tunnel  of  the  wrist 
and  arm. 

The  company  should  guard  against 
allowing  such  sustained  work  rates, 
encouraged  by  employing  operatives 
on  piece-work.  The  conditions,  as  des¬ 
cribed  in  your  report,  could  produce 
wristJarm  disorders  (sometimes  refer¬ 
ral  to  as  RSI)  unless  controlled  pacing 
is  introduced  and  early  signs  of 
strains  are  closely  monitored. 

Encouraging  high  outputs,  especi¬ 
ally  in  a  cold  environment,  is  a  well- 
established  formula  for  producing 
upper-limb  disorders,  leading  to  loss 
of  earning  capabilities  which  employ¬ 
ers  choose  to  ignore  at  their  and  their 

employees'  peril. 

Yours  faithfully, 

EDWARD  M.  A.  WILLHOFT 
(Ergonomic  consultant). 

41  Higher  Green.  Epsom  KT17  3BB. 
ewHIhofi@aol.com 


Spare  Britannia 
this  ignominy 

From  Lord  Callaghan  of  Cardiff 

Sir,  The  best  course  for  Britannia  is  to 
be  broken  up  (report,  December  Kk 
letters,  December  2).  Princess  Anne  is 
right.  Britannia  is  a  costly  ship  to 
maintain  and  after  she  has  left  the 
Navy’s  care,  any  future  owners  will 
find  they  cannot  live  up  to  her  presem 
immaculate  state.  They  may  make  a 
quick  profit,  but  sentiment  will  fade 
and  f  forecast  that  before  toe2Isr  cen¬ 
tury  is  very  old,  she  will  become  an 
embarrassment  and  a  liability.  Her 
owners  will  then  seek  to  hand  her  over 
to  some  handfol  of  enthusiasts  who 
will  struggle  to  raise  funds  to  prevent 
her  from  mouldering  away  in  some 
obscure  harbour.  We  should  learn 
from  toe  fate  of  some  other  historic 
ships. 

1  write  because  1  have  a  particular 
concern  as  toe  only  surviving  member 
of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  of  J951 
which  took  toe  decision  to  build  her. 
and  also  as  one  whose  father  served  as 
a  rigger  in  her  predecessor,  toe  Vic¬ 
toria  and  Albert .  from  1904  to  1914. 

End  Britannia's  life  now  and  let  us 
remember  her  a s  she  is. 

Faithfully. 

JAMES  CALLAGHAN. 

House  of  Lords. 

December  10. 


Curators’  work 

From  Mr  Charles  Pettitt 

Sir.  Richard  Morrison’s  column  (“The 
charge  of  toe  cobwebbed  brigade”. 
November  26)  was  persuasively  writ¬ 
ten.  What  a  shame,  therefore,  that  his 
premise  seems  ro  be  that  toe  prime 
purpose  of  museums  is  to  entertain  — 
to  be  theme  parks  like  Alton  Towers, 
or  to  present  spectacles  like  Arsenal 
Football  Club  or  Lord's  Cricket 
Ground.  The  prime  purpose  of  a  true 
museum  is  to  protect  and  preserve  its 
collections,  which  in  toe  UK  represent 
a  large  portion  of  toe  cultural  and  sci¬ 
entific  history,  not  only  of  this  nation 
but  of  a  large  area  of  toe  world. 

The  second  Junction  of  a  true  mus¬ 
eum  is  to  research  and  interpret  the 
collections.  To  accuse  the  presem  gen¬ 
eration  of  curators  of  being  “cobweb- 
bed"  is  far  from  toe  truth:  as  a  body 
they  show  remarkable  ingenuity  in 
applying  the  latest  advances  of  science 
to  their  studies,  and  in  providing  intel¬ 
ligible  interpretations  for  toe  public. 

"Museums  in  this  country  have  been 
underfunded  for  a  long  time.  The 
short-term  and  ultimately  self-defeat¬ 
ing  view  on  charging  visitors  has.  I  be¬ 
lieve.  been  taken  by  a  layer  of  "bean¬ 
counring"  administrators  which  has. 
for  the  most  part  recently,  been 
imposed  on  toe  dedicated  curators. 

To  a  large  extent  the  assembly  of, 
and  research  on.  these  collections  has 
already  been  paid  for  by  British  tax¬ 
payers.  To  say  that  they,  or  their  de¬ 
scendants,  should  now  have  to  pay  to 
view  toe  results  of  all  toe  research  and 
interpretation  done  on  their  behalf  by 
generations  of  curators  appears  to  be 
much  more  of  ”a  sleight-of-hand  illo¬ 
gicality"  than  anything  Mr  Morrison 
attempted  to  portray. 

Yours  faithfully. 

CHARLES  PETTITT, 

Glencourt, 

Park  Avenue.  Bramhall  SK7  1BN. 
c.pettin@man.acuk 


Free  speech  in  prisons 

From  Mr  David  Squire 

Sir.  Is  it  not  nonsense  for  Mr  Stephen 
Shaw,  Director  of  the  Prison  Reform 
Trust,  to  appeal  for  “free  speech"  for 
prisoners  (letter.  December  SJ? 

Once  criminals  have  been  senten¬ 
ced  and  lose  their  liberty  they  should 
lose  contact  with  toe  outside  world 
other  than  with  their  families.  Why 
should  we  have  to  put  up  with  them 
twice?  They  chose  to  commit  a  crime. 
We  did  not  agree  to  become  victims. 

Yours  faithfully. 

DAVID  SQUIRE. 

16  Netley  Road.  Brentford  TW8  0SF. 


Christmas  aisles 

From  Eur  Ing  Stuart  Dryden 

Sir.  I  was  heartened  to  read  today  of 
the  proposed  "service"  to  be  broadcast 
by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  to 
shoppers  in  Asda  stores  on  the  Sun¬ 
day  before  Christmas. 

I  was  dismayed  to  team,  however, 
that  what  was  described  as  a  “mere" 
1. 1  million  people  attend  Anglican  ser¬ 
vices  on  a  Sunday.  On  that  basis,  buy¬ 
ing  my  favourite  newspaper  doesn't 
even  qualify  as  a  minority  interest. 

Yours  etc, 

STUART  DRYDEN. 

Hawthorns. 

Ham  Lane,  Aston  OXiS  2DE. 
December  8. 


Castles  in  the  air 

From  Dr  John  S.  Swales 

Sir,  In  centuries  past  rich  eccentrics 
built  follies,  usually  in  inaccessible 
places  on  country  estates,  far  from  toe 
public  gaze.  How  fortunate  we  are  in 
this  televisual  age  to  have  a  flamboy¬ 
ant.  rich  eccentric  release  his  folly  into 
the  stratosphere  for  more  people  to  see 
in  a  day  than  see  your  average  folly  in 
a  millennium. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  S.  SWALES, 

The  Haven.  Church  Path. 

Great  Mongeham,  Deal  CT14  0HH- 
December  10. 


‘Draconian’  plan  to  tax  car  parking 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  10:  His  Excdfcncy  Mr 
Mendi  Msimang  was  received  m 
farewell  audience  by  The  Queen 
and  took  leave  upon  relinquishing 
his  appointment  as  High  Corrorus- 
sioner  for  the  Republic  of  South 
Africa  in  London-  , 

The  Earl  of  Ahiie  KT  (Loro 
Chamberlain)  had  an  audience  of 
The  Queen  this  morning  and 
presented  an  Address  (rum  me 
House  of  Lords  to  which  Her 
Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to 
make  reply. 

His  Excellency  Dr  LM.  Singhn 
and  Shrimati  Singhvi  were  re¬ 
ceived  m  farewell  audience  by  The 
Queen  and  look  leave  upon  His 
Excellency  relinquishing  his 
appointment  as  High  Commis¬ 
sioner  for  the  Republic  of  India  in 
London. 

Mr  Justice  Park  was  received  by 
The  Queen  upon  his  appointment 
ns  a  Justice  of  the  High  Court 
when  Her  Majesty  conferred  upon 
him  the  honour  of  Knighthood  and 
invested  him  with  the  Insignia  of  a 
Knight  Bachelor.  . 

Sir  Norman  Foster  was  received 
by  The  Queen  when  Her  Majesty 
invested  him  with  the  Insignia  of  a 
Member  of  the  Order  of  Merit- 

Sir  Denis  Rookewas  received  by 
The  Queen  when  Her  Majesty 
invested  him  widj  the  insignia  of  a 
Member  of  the  Order  of  Merit 

Sir  Edward  Fend  (Secretary  and 
Registrar  of  the  Order  of  Merit) 
was  in  attendance. 

The  Lord  Hoyle  (Lord  in  Wait¬ 
ing)  was  present  at  Heathrow 
Airport.  London,  this  afternoon 
upon  die  Departure  or  The  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Republic  of  Fiji  and 
First  Lady,  Adi  Lady  Lala  Mara 
and  bade  farewell  to  His  Ex¬ 
cellency  and  Lady  Mara  on  behalf 
of  The  Queen. 

December  JO  The  Prince  Edward. 


Trustee,  this  evening  attended  The 
Duke  of  Edinburgh's  Award 
Christmas  Party  at  Hotel  Inter. 
Continental  Hyde  Paris  Comer. 
London  Wl. 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  10:  The  Princess  Royal 
Commandant-in-Chief.  Women’s 
Transport  Service  (F.A.N.Y.),  to- 
day  received  Mrs  Anna  Whitehead 
upon  relinquishing  her  appoint¬ 
ment  as  Corps  Commander  and 
Mrs  Lynda  Rose  upon  assuming 

the  appointment. 

Her  Royal  Highness.  Patron, 
Royal  Colfege  of  Paediatrics  and 
Child  Health,  this  afternoon  at¬ 
tended  a  meeting  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Task  Force  an  Children 
affected  by  war  and  absolute 
poverty  at  the  Royal  College  of 
Paediatrics  and  Child  Health. 
Hallam  Street.  London  Wl. 

The  Princess  Royal.Parron.  the 
Association  of  Combined  Youth 
Clubs,  this  evening  visited  die 
Fitzrovia  Youth  in  Action  Group, 
the  Warren.  Whitefield  Street. 
London  Wl;  the  Maryfebone 
Youth  Project.  Cosway  Street. 
London  NW1;  and  the  Mobefey 
Sports  and  Education  Centre. 
Kiibum  Lane.  London.  W10. 

ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
December  10:  The  Prince  of  Wales, 
President.  The  Prince's  Trust,  this 
morning  held  a  report  back  meet¬ 
ing  for  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  and  the  European  Par¬ 
liament  at  St  James's  Palace. 

His  Royal  Highness.  Patron. 
Ton  Class  Association,  this  after¬ 
noon  held  a  Reception  at  St 
James's  Palace. 

ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
December  10:  The  Duke  of  Kent, 
Patron,  the  London  Philharmonic, 
this  evening  attended  a  concert  at 
die  Royal  Festival  Hall.  London 
SEI. 


Today’s  royal 
engagements 

The  Queen  and  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  will  attend  the  de¬ 
commissioning  of  HMY  Britannia 
in  Portsmouth,  at  11.00.  The  Prince 
of  Wales,  the  Duke  of  York,  the 
Duke  and  Duchess  of  Gloucester 
and  Princess  Alexandra  wifi  also 
attend. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  will  a  trend  the 
Royal  Yachtsmen  Association  din¬ 
ner  at  HM  Naval  Base.  Ports¬ 
mouth  ar  7  JO. 

The  Princess  Royal,  President. 
Missions  to  Seamen,  will  attend  a 
carol  concert  at  Guildhall,  at  7 JO. 


Air  Commandant  Dame 
Jean  Conan  Doyle 

A  Service  of  Thanksgiving  for  the 
life  of  Air  Command am  Dame 
Jean  Conan  Doyle.  DBE  OBE, 
AE.  will  be  held  in  St  Clement 
Danes.  Strand.  London,  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  January  29,  1998,  at  noon. 
Those  intending  to  be  present  are 
asked  to  notify  the  Ministry  of 
Defence,  PI  d  (Ceremonial)  (RAF)  on 
0171 218  2524/or  2628. 


Sir  Gilbert 
Longden 


A  Thanksgiving  Service  for  the  life 
of  Sir  Gilbert  Janies  Morley 
Longden,  MBE,  will  be  hekl  at 
Holy  Trinity  Church,  Brampton 
Road,  on  Thursday.  December  If. 
at  noon. 


Eton  College 

Eton  College  dosed  on 
Wednesday. 

Mr  J.R.  Brooks  is  retiring.  In  the 
final  of  the  House  Association  the 
Rev  C.M.  Jones'  defeated  College 
by  two  goals  to  one. 

School  opens  for  the  Lent  Half  on 
Wednesday,  January  7. 


Warminster  School 

The  Governors  of  Warminster 
School  have  pleasure  in  announc¬ 
ing  the  appointment  of  Mr  David 
Dowdies,  currently  a  Deputy 
Head  at  Bradfietd  College,  as 
Headmaster  from  September  I, 
1998.  in  succession  to  Mr  Michael 
Pipes. 


The  King’s  School 
Canterbuiy 

The  ninth  Calvin  &  Rose  G. 
Hoffman  Prize  for  Distinguished 
Publication  on  Christopher  Mar¬ 
lowe  has  been  awarded  to  Mrs 
J-M.  Ruringdon  of  Swansea.  En¬ 
tries  lor  the  tenth  prize  should  be 
submitted  to  the  Headmaster  by 
September  1. 1998.  Further  details 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Head¬ 
masters  Secretary.  The  King's 
School.  Canterbury  CT1 2ES. 


Duchy  of  Lancaster 

Lord  Shutikworth  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  Council  of  die 
Duchy  of  Lancaster  from  January 
1. 1998. 


Parliamentaiy  Carol  Service 


The  Prime  Minister  read  the  sixth 
lesson  at  a  parliamentary  carol 
service  held  yesterday  in  St  Mar¬ 
garet's  Church,  Westminster  Ab¬ 
be)1.  in  aid  of  the  Westminster 
Medical  School  Research  Trust 
The  Speaker  read  the  seventh 
lesson. 

Canon  Donald  Gray.  Chaplain 
lo  the  Speaker,  officiated.  The  Rev 
Steve  Penrose.  Free  Church  Chap¬ 
lain  of  Chelsea  and  Westminster 
Hospital  read  the  Christmas  bid¬ 
ding  prayer. 

The  Rev  Philip  Allen  and  the  Rev 
Richard  Ooete.  Roman  Catholic 
and  Anglican  members  of  the 
chaplaincy  ream  ai  Chelsea  and 
Westminster  Hospital,  and  Ms 
Sarah  Mullally.  Director  of 


Nursing  and  Quality,  led  the 
P»ayers. 

Lady  Barber.  Chairman  of  the 
Palace  of  Westminster  All-Party 
Ladies'  Committee,  read  the  first 
lesson.  Professor  Christopher 
WasiclL  Emeritus  Professor  of 
Surgery,  Imperial  College  of  Sci¬ 
ence.  Technology  and  Medicine, 
read  the  second  lesson.  Dr  Ron 
Zeegan.  Director  of  Clinical  Stud¬ 
ies.  read  the  third  lesson.  Ms 
Margaret  Ewing.  Scottish  Nat¬ 
ional  Party,  read  the  fourth  and 
Mr  William  Hague,  Leader  of  HM 
Opposition,  read  the  fifth  lesson. 

lire  Rev  Peter  Cowell  are!  the 
Rev  Dr  Paul  Bradshaw,  priest 
vicars,  were  robed  and  in  the 
Sanctuary. 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  U  1997  ^  ,r 

Forthcoming 
marriages 


I 


Ian  Meadows,  of  Northamptonshire  Archaeology,  with  the  rare  Saxon  helmet  his  team  discovered  at  Wollaston  in  the 
Nene  Valley.  After  months  of  conservation  wont  the  helmet  goes  on  show  at  a  Leicester  museum  from  December  22 


Birthdays 

today 

Brigadier  R.W.  Acworth,  registrar. 
St  Paul'S  Cathedral.  59;  Admiral  of 
the  Fleet  Sir  Edward  Ashmore,  78; 
Miss  Anna  Carteret,  actress.  55; 
Lord  Elliott  of  Morpeth.  77;  Sir 
Robert  FeDowes.  Private  Secretary 
to  the  Queen.  56:  Mr  Andrew 
Lansley.  former  director.  Conser¬ 
vative  Research  Department.  41; 
Mr  Cliff  Michelmore.  broadcaster 
and  television  producer.  78;  Sir 
Wilfrid  Newton,  former  chairman. 
London  Regional  Transport.  69; 
Ms  Karin  Pappenhetm.  farmer 
director.  National  Council  lor  One 
Parent  Families.  4$  Mr  D.E. 
Plowright,  former  chairman,  Gra¬ 
nada  Television,  67;  Mr  Carlo 
POnti.  film  producer.  84;  Mr  Pat¬ 
rick  Reyn  tiens,  glass  painter.  72; 
Mr  Alexander  Solzhenitsyn,  au¬ 
thor.  79;  Miss  S  A.  Spencer,  former 
general  secretary.  National  Coun¬ 
cil  for  Civil  Liberties.  45;  Mrs 
Sheila  Walker,  former  chief 
commissioner.  Girl  Guides  Associ¬ 
ation.  80. 


Institution  of 

Mechanical 

Engineers 

At  an  Ordinary  Meeting  held  at 
the  Institution  of  Mechanical  En¬ 
gineers  last  night.  Mr  Sydney 
Gillibrand.  CBE,  FEng.  received 
the  James  Watt  International 
Medal  and  Mr  Stewart  Miller. 
CBE.  FRS.  FRSE,  FEng.  received 
the  James  Clayton  Pare  for  en¬ 
gineering  achievements.  At  the 
same  meeting  Professor  Sir  Ber¬ 
nard  Crossland,  CBE.  MR1A. 
FRS,  FEng.  was  inducted  as  an 
Honorary  Fellow.  Dr  Shigetomo 
Matsui.  Managing  Director  of 
Kawasaki  Heavy  Industries  Ltd, 
delivered  the  85th  Thomas 
Hawks  ley  Memorial  Lecture  en¬ 
titled  "Harmonisation  between 
Man  and  Robot". 


Society  of  Trust 
and  Estate 
Practitioners 

The  Society  of  Trust  and  Estate 
Practiti toners  held  its  sixth  Annual 
General  Meeting  and  its  Branch 
Chairmen's  National  Conference 
at  Glaziers'  Hall  London,  on 
December  6,  1997.  Mrs  Justice 
Arden.  DBE.  Chairman  of  the  Law 
Commissian.  delivered  the  lun¬ 
cheon  address.  Chairmen  and 
representatives  from  thirty-one 
Branches  were  present.  Mr  Geof¬ 
frey  Shindler.  toe  Chairman  of  the 
Society,  presided. 


Institute  of  Biology 

The  following  have  been  elected  as 
Fellows  and  may  use  the  des- 
ignarory  fetters  CBiol  FI  Biot 
Professor  C  L  Collin  Bridge.  Rev  Dr  G 
M  W  Cook,  Dr  J  A  Davies.  Professor  T 
M  Dexter,  Dr  K  Harrison.  Professor  RF 
Irvine.  Professor  I A  Johnston.  Dr  LA 
Robertson.  Professor  K  P  V  TU&nJL 
Professor  P  Workman. 

0010171  581  8333  far  Information  In 
membership. 


Middle  Temple 

Mr  Justice  Pumfrey  has  been  elected 
a  Master  of  the  Bench. 


New  evidence  gives  Man  a  far 
earlier  start  in  America 

By  Norman  Hammond,  AW3HLAE»ix)CY  CORRESPo^Em 


MAN  may  have  been  in  the 
New  World  three  times  long¬ 
er  than  we  thought.  Reassess¬ 
ment  of  the  controversial 
Monte  Verde  site  in  South 
America,  together  with  new 
evidence  of  the  diversity  of 
human  DNA  in  the  Americas, 
suggest  arrival  perhaps 
30,000.  rather  than  12,000 
years  ago. 

Although  a  route  through 
Siberia  and  Alaska  across  die 
Bering  Strait,  dry  during, the 
last  Ice  Age,  has  long  been 
accepted  as  the  entrance  to 
America,  the  date  has  been  a 
matter  of  vigorous  debate. 
The  oldest  widespread  cul¬ 
ture.  that  of  the  Clovis  big- 
game  hunters  some  1L500 
years  ago,  has  become  a 
touchstone  American  archae¬ 
ologists  divide  on  the  question 
of  “pre-Clovis"  occupation 
more  vociferously  than  they 
espouse  Democratic  or  Re¬ 
publican  politics. 

Several  of  the  conservative 
sceptics,  led  by  the  widely- 
respected  C.  Vance  Haynes 
and  Dena  Dincauze.  have 
now  announced  their  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  radicals,  led  by 
Tom  Dillefaay  and  James 
Adovasio,  that  the  site  of 
Monte  Verde  in  southern 
Chile  is  dearly  old.  While  the 
consensual  date  is  only  12300 
years  ago.  the  location  of  the 
site  some  10,000  miles  from 
Alaska  implies  “a  fundamen¬ 
tally  different  history  of  bo- 
man  cotonisaiion  of  the  New 
World",  the  group  agree  in 
the  leading  journal  American 
Antiquity  after  visiting  the 
site. 

Professor  Dincauze  conced¬ 
ed  that  "we  couldn't  get  this 
strange  congeries  of  stuff  by 
any  means  other  than  human 
action".  The  evidence  in¬ 


dudes  wooden  hut  founda¬ 
tions  with  carefully  tied 
bindings  of  split  reeds,  the 
presence  of  food  remains,  and 
the  chemical  signature  for  fat- 
rich  deposits  where  meat  was 
butchered. 

The  stone  tools  were  also 
convincing.  “Some  of  the 
most  exquisite  pressure  flak¬ 
ing  I’Ve  ever  seen  on  grainy 
volcanic  stone,"  Professor 
Dincauze  told  an  audience  at 
Harvard  University.  "A  new 
scenario  to  explain  the  first 
peopling  of  America  is  now 
needed". 

Evidence  to  support  this 
has  just  emerged  from  a 
conference  on  human  evolu¬ 
tion  at  the  Cold  Spring  Har¬ 
bor  Laboratory  on  Long 
Island,  where  more  than  130 
papers  detailed  recent  work 
on  palaeo  genetics,  including 
DNA  research,  and  correla¬ 
tions  with  archaeological  and 
anthropological  evidence. 

While  the  thrust  of  the 
conference  was  towards  the 
origin  of  modem  humans  — 
far  which  an  origin  in  Africa 
or  the  Middle  East  not  much 
more  than  100.000  years  ago 
seems  increasingly  likely  — 
the  origins  of  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  were  also  considered. 
Genetic  diversity  in  both  male 
chromosomes  and  mitochon¬ 
drial  DNA  (mtDNA),  which  is 
inherited  only  through  the 
female  tine,  suggests  that  at 
least  20.000  to  30,000  years 
were  needed  to  provide  the 
variability  observed. 

In  theTiama  Indians  of  the 
Amazon  basin  in  Brazil  a 
novel  variant  within  mtDNA 
has  evolved  within  that 
ttmespan,  according  to  Dr  H. 
Erlich  and  his  colleagues.  The 
same  tribe  feature  in  the  work 
of  Dr  Andres  Ruiz  Linares,  of 


Colombia,  who  has  detected 
ancient  population  move¬ 
ments  across  the  Andes  be¬ 
tween  the  Amazon  basin  and 
the  Pacific  coast  of  Ecuador. 

An  earfy  diversity  of  Amer¬ 
indian  mtDNA  is  also  sup¬ 
ported  by  research  on  152 
prehistoric  Oneota  skeletons 
from  the  eastern  USA.  Drs 
Anne  Stone  and  Mark 
Stoneking  told  the  conference 
that  the  sample  was  similar  to 
living  northern  Amerindian 


ages  have  expanded  and 
afpmwntafpd  changes  in 
the  last  23,000  to  37,000 
years". 

Whether  this  influx  of 
people  into  the  unpopulated 
Americas  took  place  in  one 
wave  or  several  is  still  disput¬ 
ed:  Dr  Ruiz  Linares  feds  that 
the  nude  Y  chromosome  evi¬ 
dence  suggests  diverse  ori¬ 
gins,  while  the  female 
mtDNA  indicates  a  single 
wave  with  much  internal  di¬ 
versity,  according  to  Drs 
Stone  and  Stoneking. 

linguistic  analysis  sop- 
ports  their  view,  in  that  all 
Amerindian  languages  south • 
of  the  Canadian  border  seem 
to  belong  to  one  major  group; 
two  later  migrations,  the  sec¬ 
ond  that  of  the  living  Inuitor 
Eskimo  peoples,  provided  the 
remaining  languages. 

The  recent  evidence,  ar¬ 
chaeological  and  genetic,  thus 
seems  to  indicate  a  date  for 
human  entry  into  the  New 
World  somewhere  between 
the  conservative  and  radical 
positions:  neither  the  12,000 
nor  the  40.000  year  option  is 
now  credible,  but  immigra¬ 
tion  just  before  the  coldest 
peak  of  the  last  Tee  Age, 
perhaps  30,000  years  ago,  is 
increasingly  likely. 


Dinners 


HM  Gavenunem 
Mr  George  Robertson.  Secretary 
of  State  for  Defence,  was  the  hast 
at  a  dinner  given  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  fast  night  ar  Ad¬ 
miralty  House  in  honour  of  the 
Defence  Minister  of  the  Ukraine. 
Charterhouse 

The  Master,  Professor  James 
Malpas.  presided  at  a  dinner  to 
celebrate  die  371st  anniversary  of 
the  foundation  of  Sutton's  Hospital 
in  Charterhouse-  The  toast  The 
Governors  and  Governing  Body  of 
the  School''  was  proposed  by  Sir 
James  Stubbs.  The  Rev  John 
Whherklge.  who  was  principal 
guest,  gave  the  address  at  the 
annual  service; 

Byron  Society 

Mr  John  Mortimer.  QC  was  the 


speaker  at  a  dinner  of  die  Byron 
Society  bdd  last  night  at  die 
Athenaeum  dub. 

Law  Society 

Mr  Phillip  Sycamore,  President  of 
the  Law  Society,  the  vice-president 
and  the  council  held  a  dinner  last 
nigh!  at  the  Society's  Haff.  Among 
those  present  wens 

The  Lord  Chancellor.  the  Master  .of 
the  Rolls,  the  vice  Chancellor  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  President  of  the 
Family,  Dtvislon.  me  Solicitor 
GesseraL  Mr  Geoffrey  Boon.  MP.  and 
Mr  Ross  Cranston,  ftp. 
MaqAebme  Cricket  Cfab 
Mr  Phillip  Hodsan  was  in  the 
Chair  at  a  dinner  of  the  MaiyJe- 
bone  Cricket  Chib  held  in  the 
Pavilion  at  Lord's  last  night.  Mr 
John  Carr  proposed  the  toast  m 
“Cricket",  and  Mr  Hodsan 
responded. 


Anniversaries 

BERTHS:  Charles  Wesley,  mu¬ 
sician.  Bristol  1757;  Hector  Ber¬ 
lin,  composer,  C6te-Sain£-Andr&. 
1803;  John  Adams-Acton.  sculptor, 
Acton.  Middlesex.  1836;  Robert 
Koch,  bacteriologist  Nobel  laure¬ 
ate  1905.  Klausthal  Germany. 
1843- 

DEATHS:  Llewelyn  Ab  Gruffydd. 
Prince  of  Wales,  IdDed  in  battle 
near  BuDlh,  1282;  John  Strype, 
historian,  London,  1737;  Cofley 
Cibber,  actor-manager,  dramatist, 
London.  1757;  Richard  Doyle,  artist 
and  caricaturist,  London,  1833; 
Olive  Schreiner,  novelist  Cape 
Town.  1920;  Sam  Cooke,  singer. 
Los  Angeles,  1964. 

King  Junes  n  fled  from  England, 

Venetian  blinds  were  patented  in 
London  by  Edward  Beran.  1769. 
King  Edward  VTO  abdicated.  1936. 


Mr  PA.  Bowman 
and  MtSS  N.C.  Busby 
The  engagement  is  announoea 
between  Pfcter.  son  of  Mr  tutd  Mrs 
Lea  '  Bowman,  of  Melbourne, 
Australia,  and  Nicola,  defer 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Roger  • 
Busby,  of  Braine  L’ABeud. 
Belgium. 

Mr  J.L  Barrage 
and  Mbs  LC  Piper 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Jonathan,  onfy  soo  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Leslie  Barrage,  of 
Walumon-Tbames.  Sumy,  and 
Lucy,  only  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Richard  Piper,  ofHawkhurst 
Kent 

Mr  A.G.  Drake-Brockman 

ud  Miss  CL  Lodge 
'The  engagement  is  anrxwnced 
between  Anthony,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Gervase  Drafce-Brocfanan.  of 
Hundon.  Suffolk,  and  Gillian, 
daughter  of  Mr  T  J.  Lodge  and  Ms 
AJA.  Carr,  of  Manchester.  ' 

Mr  P-J.  Griffiths 
and  Miss  A.V.  Gray 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Peter,  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Evan  Griffiths,  of  GoWdiff. 
Gwent  and  Alison.  elder  daughter  ' 
of  Mr  and -Mrs  Simon. Gray,  at 
Wigginton,  Oxfordshire. 

MrAJ.  Langdkr 
and  Miss  J-R.  Sneflk 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Anthonie,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Antonias  Langder,  of 
WadMendonk,  Germany,  and 
Joanna,  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Ian  Smellie,  of  Orston. 
Nottingham. 

Dr  M25.  McKemby 
and  DrSA-  Penn 
The  engagement  is,  announced 
between  Marty,  younger  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  ;  Jack'  -  McKendry.  of 
Methven,  New  and 

Sophie,  second  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Christopher  Penn,  of 
Worplesdon.  Surrey. 


TtfrBXLP.Hjmiiww* 
and  Miss  LA.  Mhapnss  ■ 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Benjamin.  youngest  sxiot 
die  Rev  and  Mis  MJ.  Hammond, 
of  Norwich,  Norfolk,  and  tsobd 
elder  dauditer  of  Mr  Peer 
Mimpriss,  of  Wissington.  Suffolk, 
and  Mrs  Hilary  Mimpnss,  of 
London. 

MrJ.GA  SMffington 


it  is 


between  Jonathan,  ddb-aon  ofMrr: 

and  Mrs  Anthony  Shillnigtcn.  of 

Glebe  House,  Shalstane,  Bucking¬ 
hamshire.  and  Mary,  -younger 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Antony 
WoSswurth.  of  Little  Brockhokfe 
Farm,  Rad  win  ter.  Esso. 
MrLStP.Sfatter  . 

and  Miss  GA.  Edmonds 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  lan,  eldest  son  of  Mr 
Stuart  SlP.  S latter,  of  Maria  Vale. 
London,  arid  Ms  Gail  MaUwraa. 
of  Primrose  HflL  London,  and 

Oaudine,tlatighteTofMrar«lMre 

Kenneth  Edmonds,  o f  Bengeo. 
Hertford. 

Major  C-P-  Smcdky.  RAR, 
sm&  Miss  F-L  Kewky  ' 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Craig,  youngest  son  of  Mr 
and  Mis  Barrie  Smcdky.  of 
Pinjarra.  Western  Australia,  and 
Fiona,  eldest  daughter  of  Mrs  Gall 
Kewley.  of  Grasby,  Lincolnshire. 

Marriage 

Mr  CJF.C  Meyrick 
and  Miss  AJ.  Hurtticy 
The  marriage  took  place  on  Sat¬ 
urday.  December  6.  at  St  Mar¬ 
garets.  Ffernhurst,  of  Charles 
Meyrick.  son  of  the  fate  Uenteft- 

antrCotnmander  Robin  Meyrick. 
RN,  and  of  Mrs  John  Newton- 
Sharp.  of  Ash.  Somerset,  and 
Amanda  Huntley,  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Andrew  Huntley,  erf 
Femhurst.  Sussex. 


t 


Royal  Air  Force  College 
Cranwell 


Dr  John  Reid.  Minister  of  State  for 
the  Armed  Forces,  was  the  review¬ 
ing  officer  at  the  graduation  of  68 
officers  of  no  168  Initial  Officer 
Training  Course  from  the  Royal 
Air  Fbrce  College  CranwdL 

Graduating  Officers  of  No  168 
initial  Officer  Training  Course  . 
General  Duties  Branch-  POot 
Flying  Officers  A  J  Cade.  AM  Kay 
BSc,  S  D  Kimberley.  . 

Pflct  Officer  J  Woodward  BEng. 
Acting  POot  Officers  CJ  Howe,  K  S 
Mealrin.  N  E  OwcaikowsfcL  GS 
Reader,  I  D  Thome. 

General  Duties  -  Navigator 
Flying  Officer  D  M  Williams 
BEng.  - 

Pilot  Officers  N  P  Bury  BSc.  D  M 
A  Fielding  BA.  DJ  Thomas  BSc .. 
Operations  Support  Brandt- Air 
Traffic  Control 

:  Flying  Officers  .S  A  Boon,  S  M  ' 
Cannon,  M  J  Fountain.  J  J  Hoult, 
A  D  Huyton,  A  G  King.  C  G 
Neeson  MA. 

Acting  Pflo*  Officer  BHaH 
Operations  Support  Branch - 
Fighter  Control 

Flying  Officers  H  M  Black  BA,  M 
DCriigBSc. 

Acting  Pitot  Officer  D  L  Clayton. 
Operations  Support  Branch' - 
Flight  Operations 
.Flying  Officers  G  Harrop,  C 
Waddflove. 

Operations  Support  Branch - 
Intelligence  ■ 

POot  Officers  A  M  Bennett  LLB.  A 
D  Hetterfey  BA 
Operations  Support  Brandi  - 
Regiment 

Flying  Officers  R  M  Dodd,  W  J 
McGhee. 

POot  Officers  S  P  Neenan  BEd.  J  D 
Stewart  BA 

Acting  POot  Officer  K  G  Dansa 
Engineering  Branch 
Flying  Officers  G  J  Bryant  BEng, 
B  N  Cox,  R  J  Ditton  TEhg.  S  W 
Hill  D  R  Jackson,  TT  A  Lambert. 
P  D  Martin-Jones  BEng.  M  H 
McGeorge.  JDK  Raldflfe.  S  M 
Troflone. 

POot  Officers  S  C  Rowdon  BEng.  S 
A  Weekes  BSc 
Supply  Brandi 

Flying  Officers  G  S  Burcher,  A  D 
Jones. 

Administrative  Brandi - 
Secretarial 

Flying  Officers  S  T  BircbalL  S  M 
Full  M  L  Parker  MA  M  ASelway 
BSc,  G  E  Solomon. 

POot  Officers  S  A  Bird.  S  Ftoyd  BA 
M  I  Janes  BA  N  A  King  BSc. 
Acting  POot  Officer  K  P  Bryan. 
Administrative  Branch  -  Training 


Flying  Officers  S  J  Bowles  BSc 
Econ.  K  H  Qnrlenndi  BSc,  I A 
Johnstone. 

.  POot  Officer  j  p  Goodwin  BEng 
PGCE. 

Administrative  Branch  -  Hiyskal 
Education  ; 

-  Flying  Officer  P  D  Renton. 
Medical  Brandi 

Flight  Lieutenant  A  K  Durrani 
MB  BS  PROS,  v 
Medical  Secretarial  Brandi 
,  Flying  Officer  N  J  Catfin. 

Foreign  and  Coanwmweaidi 
Students 

Qatar  Emiri  Air  Forte 

2Lt  M  H  AFQahtani;  ZLt  S  M 

FHais- 

Seydielles  People's  Defence  Forces 
(Air  Wing)  . 

*  2Lt  JJ  ME  Vital.' 

:  -Wt li;"-  -  . 

Prizewinners  of  No  168  Initial 
Officer  Traming  Course 
The  Sward  of  Merit,  awarded  to 
the  RAF  cadet  who,  during  Initial 
Officer  Traming.  has  dem¬ 
onstrated  outstanding  ability, 
leadership  and  other  officer  qual¬ 
ities  and  potential  for  farther' 
development  Student  Officer  M  L 
Parker  MA 

The  Hennessy  Trophy  and  Philip 
Sassoon  Memorial  Prize;  awarded 
to  the  RAF  cadet  who,  during 
Initial  Officer  Training,  has 
proved  to  -be  the  best  all-round 
cadet,  other  Than  the  Sword  of 
Merit  winnerr  Officer  Cadet  S  M 
Troflone.  . 

The  British  Aircraft  Corporation 
Trophy,  awarded  to  the  RAF  or 
Rrreign  and  Commonwealth  cadet 
who  has  attained  the  highest 
marks  for  professional  studies  on 
the  course:  Officer  Cadet  B  Hall 
Overseas  Students'  Prize,  awarded 
to  the  Foreign  and  Commmnvealtii 
cadet  who  has  produced  the  best 
overall  perfoimance  in  leadership, 
officer  qualities  and  professional 
studies  on  the  course:  Officer 
Cadet  JJMEVitaL 
The  Group  Captain  Williams  Me¬ 
morial  Trophy,  awarded  to  die 
RAF  cadet  who.  during  Initial 
Officer  Training,  has  shown  the 
greatest  improvement:  Officer 
Cadet  MH  McGeorge. 

The  Sarah  Moland  Memorial 
Prize,  awarded  to  the  RAF  cadet 
who,  during  Initial  Officer  Train¬ 
ing.  has  demonstrated  outstanding 
qualities  of  courage  and  fortitude: 
Student  Officer  S  Floyd  BA 
The  Ixmgcroft  Trophy,  awarded  to 
the  cadet  who  has  contributed 
most  to  sport  during  Initial  Officer 
Training:  Officer  Cadet  w  J 
McGhee. 


BMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


just  lira  nU  to  Ida:  dto- 
dptea:  ‘Anyone  who  «Uw 
to  be  ■  follow  of  mine 
Bros)  i enounce  —If,  he  rauet 
take  up  Macro—  and  follow 
roe.  Manbew  1«  :  24 


BIRTHS 


CatflOtOW  ■  0k  Pacemb—  4th 
1997,  to  Bosanaa  (at* 
n»l»«wl»ii)  mrtti  lliMli,  j 
dangtitex  fOUvla  Xodo 
Honor). 

HU9RY&A. -On  December  4Ui 
at  Tbf  Portland  Poapttal,  to 
Kiulii  and  family,  a  son,  a 
brother  to  Farouq  and 


HAMILTON  -  To  John  and 
Kadudfo  todm  de  LaanoyX  a 

danghtar.  Antonia,  baza  in 
Belgtnwi  23nX  Harombr- 


On  December  1st  In 

Mar  TOcJ^ 

a  son,  frank:  Wiswtws  i*fm» 

HOPKKIS  -  Oa  December  8th, 
to  Sam  (nfe  Mmpby}  and 
Mfckael,  two  sans,  Zaekary 
Mlcteael  and  Lawrence 
Jamas. 

HUE- WILUAMS  -  On  9tb 
December  to  AB  (see  Joy) 
and  Michael,  a  danshtw. 


LOCXHMIFSMmt  -  On  6  th 
December  la  Norfolk,  to 
Marnaret  (a(«  Coy)  and 

iwk  a  dawgbta^  sopbia 


MACVKSM-Oa  December  8th, 
at  ftrobury  Hospital.  Kent, 
to  Pat  (nee  Webber)  and 

*oban.  a  son,  dagos  Robert, 

81b*  Iloa,  a  brother  fox 

rtiHMlia  mj  Helan 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171 481  9313 


BIRTHS 


On  December  7th.  to 
Arlene  (nde  Rattray)  and 
Chariis.  a  daughter.  Philippa 
Lacy,  a  sister  for  Other  and 


D'COIMEUrHUSaEY  -  On 
December  7th  at  The 
Rutland  Hospital,  to  n At-ft. 

Merc,  a  danpm*  Enyn 
* ftafn,  a  sister  foe  Hoam. 
Deo  Garths. 

SHELLEY  -  On  Decaiibtr  &rfr  at 

Tin  Portland  Hospital,  to 

Sp.md  Stephanie,  a  eon, 
WUUA®,  a  brother  for 
SdvmtL 

TKWWm  -  See  Mltaga 

SWTti  -  On  December  9th,  to 
Ann  (nde  Pngh)  and  David,  a 
beautiful  eon,  Edntd  John 


1997.  to*11  Lotrto^Oule 
ReyaoUa)  and  Geott.  a  ana. 
Jhch  Anthony 


<nie 


ENMEMORIAM  — 
PRIVATE 


MUtUY  >  Donovan 
(Soli  cl  tor)  died  1  ltb 
December  19M. 

Bstesinbuiad  w«Jt  deepest 
kme  by  Sdna  hta  wife,  son 
David  and  gwndehfldron. 


DEATHS 


aOVCOTT  -  Joan  on  fitb 

December  peacefully  at 

SUptoa-troder-Wyobw 

Wfcv  of  W S  (BOO  B0! 

of  boa  CianiatlOM 


W^dnaadar  I7th  December 
at  St  Harr's  Church, 

Shfpton-nader-Wychwood. 

Donadau  to  ■  dmzlty  of 
choice.  Farther 
•nqntatea  eta  Conley  A  Son 


BURDETT-PIIOCTOIt  -  With 

22.3? 

the 


warn.  Gran  Canarta,  on 

Thnraday  20th  November 

1997.  The  funeral  service 

wtfl  be  held  at  St  WoUmTs 

Church,  Blackheath  Path, 

London  on  Thcmdny  11th 

December  1997  at  3  O’clock. 
Klchard'a  ashes  will  bo 
aeauetod  at  sea  horn  hla 
yacht  SAKASXL 


ca  December  8th  pOeOtfaSy 
«  home  a sad  91.  beloved 
bnobaad  of  the  taro 
Madeline,  brother  of  Tony 
and  listen  and  dear  father  to 
Tim,  Bonny  and  Sasha. 
Funeral  at  Wthlngton 
Church  Monday  lBth 
December  2  pm.  Family 
flowers.  Encnlrfes  to 
Horfme 

on  CQl'fel)  840288. 


years.  In  a  tragic  road 
oucldent  on  Dscemhse  4th 

nmmtlng  tern  made  at  The 

Cant»nt  Hospital.  Moot 

deeply  loved  and  treasured 

only  son  at  At  and  Tony, 

dearly  loved  brother  of 

Gabrielis  (5-  Africa),  Both, 

RhoI  (Canada)  and  Bee**. 

A  dearly  loved  grandson, 
nephew,  unde  and  brother. 

la-law.  Kecrtem  Maas  at 

Battle  Catholic  Church, 

■mint  Street,  Battle  on 

Tuesday  16th  December  at 

10  am  ftesJBf  flowers  only, 

planso,  donations  in  memocy 

of  Christian  to  "British 

Medical  Education  Trust" 
eta  P.  Jwapeou  I  8m,  88 

Blah  Suva  i.  Bottle,  teh 

01424  772029.  "Blessed  are 
those  «Ao  mourn  -  for  they 
■hall  be  comforted". 


SHEAVES  .  CN6e  Salomon) 
Bony  died  poncofuUy  on 
December  4th  1997.  Ponsai 
Serrtcs  a:  Sr  ZUUp's  Omrch. 
AMerloy  Edga,  on  Friday 
December  l2tb  1997  at 
1X15  pm.  Family  Oomn 
gal*,  donations  tf  aeehod  to 
UfjJL  Ail  donations 

to  Alban  X.  Sfauh 
(01625)  525063. 


Hamilton  -  Elisabeth, 
Authoress  and  Latin 
Teacher;  on  Decmnber  8th. 
Funeral  Service  at 
CsmoUtoa.  41  taatapw 
Church  Street,  London  at 
Haro  Wednesday  17th 
December  1997. 


HASH  I  AON  -  Pam  (nde 
SmdhsdO.  late  of  Dower 
House,  North  Bod.  widow  of 
Hugh,  on  10th  December, 
peacefully.  Funeral  at  Bt 
Martin's  Church,  I 
Woodhas  Newbury.  230 
‘  f  16th  DucemT 


Taaaday 


■bor. 


(0U8S)  G786ia 


MUMT  •  Sr  Fetor  L  BSc  naeCS 
cm  Monday,  December  8th. 
1997  at  am  Haziey  Stmt 

C3tnl&  aoad  d4  ysara.  IMariy 

beloved  husband  at  Anne. 

hrehts  fatter  of  tnaariD  and 

remembered  by  Iris  many 

frianda.  Frisaco  fmoal  for 

tzmBj  on  Monday.  Decanter 

lBth.  rtaral  tributes  to  CB. 

Lovugrovu.  G8  Brian  La 


&30 
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930 

Docombar  15th. 


to  Bernardos  should  be  soar 
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The  Helds;  London. 
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knew  him.  Private  family 

funmaL  Dmadrom  in  tea  of 

flewaw  to  She  *jdm 


Cheltenham. 


(•mortal 


IAWCAII—C  -  Derid  on  10th 

December  peacefully  at 


Jot] 

on  Throndsy  tSaSdmr'  ism 
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only,  but  donations  if 
desired,  to  Children  of 
Chernobyl  Fund  VMM. 
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Brian  Nn  Lax  aged  7S_ 

Moat  dear  husband  of  lane 
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Church  on  Tuadny  Mch 
DMWabor  at  lUe  w. 
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XnapWIL  Sonsy  GD21  2JDL 
tsfc  (01483)  799193. 
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OBITUARIES 


Kenneth  McLeish. 
translator  and  author, 
died  after  a  stroke  on 
November  28  aged  57.  He 
was  bora  in  Glasgow  on 
October  10, 1940. 

The  son  of  a  professor 
of  educational  psy¬ 
chology  whose  intel¬ 
lectual  interests  had  a 
wide  range.  Kenneth  McLeish 
had  a  similar  polyvalence, 
which  extended  to  the  world  of 
i)ie  Classics,  music,  theatre 
and  the  arts.  He  was  a 
versatile  linguist,  seemingly 
able  to  acquire  fresh  rongues 
by  osmosis.  In  his  writing  he 
was  scholarly.  yeT  a  populari- 
ser.  bringing  the  fruits  of  his 
work  to  a  wide  audience 
through  his  translations  from 
Classical  drama.  A  number  of 
erudite  guides  and  compan¬ 
ions  to  music  and  the  arts 
performed  a  complementary 
function. 

Kenneth  McLeish  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  Bradford  Grammar 
School  and  at  Worcester  Coll¬ 
ege,  Oxford,  where  he  won  the 
senior  open  scholarship  of  his 
year.  He  began  by  reading 
fjf  Classics,  but  after  Mods  he 
switched  to  music.  He  took  his 
BMus  under  the  ruirion  of 
Edmund  Rubbra. 

He  was  a  capable  composer 
and  had  several  works  per¬ 
formed  on  the  Third  Pro¬ 
gramme.  However,  he  later 
renounced  serious  composi¬ 
tion.  while  continuing  to  have 
a  highly  informed  passion  for 
music.  This  was  shared  by  his 
wife.  Valerie,  with  whom  he 
collaborated  on  a  number  of 
books,  including  The  Oxford 
First  Companion  to  Music 
(1082)  and  The  Listener's 
,  Guide  to  Classical  Music 

|  (1003).  He  never  forgot 

Rubbra's  wry  remark  abour 
one  of  his  undergraduate 
efforts:  "The  notes  are  all 
right,  but  something’s  wrong 
with  the  spaces  in  between." 

Rubbra’s  words  took  on  a 
new  significance  when  Mc¬ 
Leish  began  his  prolific  and 
innovative  career  as  a  transla¬ 
tor.  In  Greek  drama  in  partic¬ 
ular.  he  was  shrewdly 
conscious  of  the  need  to  leave 
space  between  the  words  in 
order  for  a  line  to  sing,  and  for 
the  unspoken  to  be  heard.  He 
realised,  as  more  acclaimed 
Translators  often  did  not.  that 
an  uncrowded  text  allowed  its 
duplicities  to  emerge  and  gave 
the  actors’  voices  and  move¬ 
ment  room  to  make  their 
mark. 


KENNETH  McLEISH 


After  coming  down  from 
‘-Word,  where  he  might  have 
made  an  excellent  don,  he 
a  schoolmaster,  first  at 
wMford  Grammar  School 
atid  then  at  Bedales.  where  lie 
was  uneasy,  although  consci- 
^Oous:  he  did  not  entirely 
approve  of  fee-paying  private 
schools,  nor  was  his  demand- 
m8  perfectionism  universally 
appreciated  by  the  children  of 
the  1960s.  By  the  mid-1970s  he 
had  exhausted  his  pedagogic 
zeal.  He  derided  to  become  a 
full-time,  freelance  author.  It 
was  a  brave,  almost  desperate 
move,  in  which  he  was  unself¬ 
ishly  seconded  by  his  wife, 
wirh  whom  he  had  two  sons. 

In  a  sense,  his  varied  and 
sometimes  heterodox  writing, 
in  which  haute  vulgarisation 
had  its  regular  place,  was  a 
continuation  of  schoolmaster- 
fog  by  other  means.  The  casts 
of  his  plays  sometimes  became 
pupils,  who  received  his  les¬ 
sons  with  greedy  appreciation 
and  for  whom  he  had  rare 
patience  and.  when  merited, 
admiration. 

During  his  last  terms  at 
Bedales.  he  met  Frederic  Ra¬ 
phael,  whose  son  he  taught 
and  with  whom  he  was  to 
enjoy  an  enduring  and  inti¬ 
mate  friendship  which  was 
mediated  almost  entirely  by 
the  translations  from  Greek 
and  Latin  on  which  they 
collaborated.  Their  friendship 
began  when  McLeish  agreed, 
with  typical  generosity,  to 
supervise  a  translation  of  Ca¬ 
tullus  on  which  Raphael  had 
already  embarked:  the  two 
men  soon  became  equal  part¬ 
ners  in  the  enterprise. 

Michael  Ayrton  designed 
the  jacket  for  the  published 
volume.  Ayrton  had  agreed  to 
the  artistic  directorship  of  a 
recreation  of  Aeschylus’s  lost 
The  Cretans,  but  dial  before 
the  project  could  be  realised.  It 
was  regretted  by  the  transla¬ 
tors  that  Ayrton  had  no  hand 
in  the  sets  or  costumes  for  the 
BBC  production  of  their 
Oresteia  in  1978.  The  trilogy 
was  given  an  unduly  operatic 
treatment  and  was-  harshly 
treated  by  critics.  Under  the 
title.  The  Serpent  Son,  it  was 
published  by  Cambridge 
University  Press  and  later 
reissued  by  Methuen. 

As  was  nor  infrequently 
necessary.  McLeish  abated 
disappointment  with  industry. 
He  had  already  translated 
much  of  Aristophanes  (the 
impropriety  of  comedy  was  as 
sweet  to  him  as  the  solemnities 


of  tragedy)  and  he  now  wrote 
The  Theatre  of  Aristophanes 
(198)).  It  was  both  scholarly 
and  carefully  reckless.  Its  ref¬ 
erences  to  Frankie  Howerd 
and  to  Laurel  and  Hardy  (he 
could  recall  their  routines 
frame  by  frame)  exasperated 
academics  who  lacked  both 
McLeish's  sense  of  ftin  and  his 
practical  knowledge  of  how  to 
obtain  a  laugh.  The  least 
malicious  of  men.  he  was  alert 
to  every  kind  of  joke:  withour 
prurience  and  never  foul- 
mouthed.  he  relished  the  clo¬ 
aca!  and  erotic  outrageousness 
of  the  ancient  world. 

Had  McLeish  always  been 
in  excellent  health,  his  indus¬ 
try  and  the  quality  even  of  his 
smallest  book  would  have 


been  extraordinary.  But  in  fact 
he  was  hampered  by  the 
effects  of  a  stroke  which  he 
suffered  in  Delphi  in  1979. 
while  amending  a  symposium 
on  Greek  drama.  He  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  laid  low  at  a 
lecture  by  George  Steiner.  One 
of  the  anxious  organisers  bent 
over  him  and  asked  if  he  had 
had  too  much  sun.  In  great 
distress,  McLeish  found  the 
laconic  wit  to  reply  “No.  Too 
much  Steiner".  (He  later  took 
particular  trouble  to  give  an 
encouraging  review  to  Deb¬ 
orah  Steiner's  first  book  on 
Pindar.) 

Thanks  to  speedy  treatment 
in  Athens.  McLeish  was  quite 
soon  able  to  resume  work.  For 
the  next  17  years,  he  was 


prodigiously  industrious.  He 
translated  Jarry,  Moliere.  Ib¬ 
sen  (finding  new  ironies  in 
what  seemed  Norwegian 
stodginess).  Labiehe  (he  loved 
farce)  and  Strindberg.  He 
compiled  three  reference 
books  of  enduring  usefulness: 
The  Penguin  Companion  to 
the  Arts  in  the  30th  Century 
(1985),  containing  over  eight 
hundred  informative  biogra¬ 
phies.  a  Guide  to  Human 
Thought  (1993).  in  which  his 
editorial  finesse  is  evident 
throughout,  and  Myth  (1996). 
an  encyclopaedic  treasury  of 
succinct  comparative  anthrop¬ 
ology. 

But  McLeish’s  greatest  and 
probably  incomparable 
achievement  lay  in  his  ver¬ 


THE  REV 
BOB  JONES  Jr 


sions  of  Attic  drama.  He  re¬ 
invented  Euripides  by  the 
apparently  easy  means  of  ad¬ 
dressing  himself  without  pre¬ 
conceptions  to  that  extra¬ 
ordinarily  ambiguous  poet 
and  man  of  the' theatre.  By- 
abjuring  all  "scheme”  (theo¬ 
ries  of  translation  were  of 
small  interest  to  him). 
McLeish  made  the  text  and  the 
subtext  his  own  words  and 
ours.  His  emphasis  was  al¬ 
ways  on  performability  (he 
and  Raphael  insisted  that  even 
Catullus  should  be  playful). 
The  brevity  of  his  lines  seemed 
still  to  be  dense  with  implica¬ 
tions  and  brought  a  refreshing 
flexibility  to  the  many  produc¬ 
tions  in  which  they  featured. 

McLeish  saw  unacknowl¬ 
edged  proximities  between 
Greek  tragedy  and  comedy 
and  argued  (in  a  yet  to  be 
published  monograph  on  Ar- 
isrotle's  Poetics )  against 
abrupt  categorisation.  His 
play.  Orpheus,  to  be  seen  in 
London  now.  bridges  the  dis¬ 
tinction  with  exemplary  dar¬ 
ing:  for  example,  when 
Dionysos  enters  and  greets 
Demeter  with  “Aunty!" 

With  publication  next  year 
of  his  and  Raphael's  Aias. 
McLeish  will  complete,  alas 
posthumously,  a  library  of  all 
extant  ancient  Greek  drama, 
with  the  exception  of  Menan¬ 
der.  whom  he  did  not  greatly 
admire. 

McLeish's  faults  were  all 
virtues:  he  was  generous  even 
to  those  who  took  pitiless 
advantage  of  him  (his  last 
afternoon  before  he  was  final¬ 
ly  stricken  was  spent  rewnting 
a  chapter  which  one  of  his 
publishers  had  carelessly  mis¬ 
laid).  and  he  had  no  time  for 
anger,  despite  the  frequent 
cruelty  of  his  critics. 

Those  who  knew  him  loved 
him;  those  who  did  nor  missed 
the  rare  pleasure  of  a  classicist 
without  pedantry,  a  polymath 
without  conceit  and  a  profes¬ 
sional  without  cynicism.  In 
everything  he  did  he  was 
unselfishly  (and  unslavishlv) 
supported  by  a  wife  to  whom 
loyalty  was  second  nature. 
Theirs  was  a  marriage  of  true 
minds:  McLeish  would  never 
have  been  what  he  was  with¬ 
out  Valerie.  He  was  very 
proud  to  have  been  elected 
FRSL  earlier  this  year.  It  w'as 
the  only  gesture  of  formal 
recognition  he  received  from  a 
culture  to  which  he  made  an 
outstanding  contribution. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Valerie,  and  by  their  sons. 


The  Rev  Bob  Jones  Jr. 
American  fundamentalist 
preacher  and  president  of 
Bob  Jones  University. 
South  Carolina.  1947-71, 
died  on  November  12 
aged  86.  He  was  bom  on 
October  19.  191], 

FOR  more  than  half  a  century 
Bob  Jones  Jr  dominated  Bob 
Jones  University,  the  centre- 
piece  of  the  Evangelical  em¬ 
pire  built  up  by  his  father.  Bob 
Jones  Sr.  and  a  Christian 
institution  often  referred  to  as 
“the  fundamentalist  West 
Point". 

Like  his  father.  Junes  Jr  was 
a  fieri'  orator  and  deep  polit¬ 
ical  con setva live.  Under  his 
regime  the  university  became 
an  influential  force  not  only 
within  Christian  fundamen¬ 
talism  but.  by  extension,  in 
American  right-wing  politics. 
It  also  became  embroiled  in  a 
controversial  Supreme  Court 
case  over  race  relations,  which 
ended  with  its  being  stripped 
of  its  tax  exempt  status.  In 
Britain,  it  is  perhaps  best 
known  as  the  institution 
which  conferred  a  doctorate 
on  the  Rev  Ian  Paisley. 

Jones  Jr  became  acting  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  university  in  1932. 
five  years  after  his  father  had 
founded  the  institution  that 
bore  his  name.  He  was  for¬ 
mally  made  president  in  1947. 
Even  after  handing  over  the 
running  of  the  institution  to 
his  own  son.  Bob  Jones  III.  in 
1971.  he  continued  to  preach 
each  w'eek  on  campus,  and 
was  known  by  the  students 
simply  as  “Dr  Bob”. 

Throughout  his  often  tem¬ 
pestuous  tenure.  Jones  re¬ 
mained  uncompromising.  He 
had  no  desire  to  see  Bab  Jones 
University  properly  accredited 
as  an  institute  of  higher  educa¬ 
tion.  Instead,  he  aggressively 
endorsed  his  father's  Mew  that 
the  university  should  stand 
without  apology  for  old-time 
religion  and  the  absolute  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Bible.  The  South 
Carolina  campus  enforces  a 
ban  on  smoking,  drinking, 
sexual  relations  and  inter¬ 
racial  dating,  while  students 
anend  Bible  study  daily. 
Many  become  Evangelical 
preachers  themselves. 

To  this  day.  home  econom¬ 
ics  classes  teach  women  that 
the  Bible  sets  the  standards  for 
female  dress,  while  in  theol¬ 
ogy  lectures  students  are 
taught  that  women  are  inferi¬ 


or  to  men.  but  have  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  their  own. 

Until  1975  Bob  Jones  Univ¬ 
ersity  did  not  admit  blacks, 
and  the  ban  on  inter-racial 
dating  is  still  enforced  today. 
This  colour  bar  eventually 
dragged  Jones  tu  the  Supreme 
Court:  in  1970  the  US  Internal 
Revenue  Service  withdrew  the 
university's  tax  exempt  status. 
arguing  that  the  racial  bans 
amounted  to  discrimination. 

Jones  contended  that  the 
ban  w'as  biblically  sanctioned, 
and  the  policy  protected  under 
the  freedom  of  religion  clause 
in  the  Constitution.  In  court 
his  lawyer  also  argued  that  it 
was  “an  egregious  offence  to 
religious  liberty  for  the  IRS  to 
insist  the  school  trade  its 
theological  birthright  for  a 
portage  of  tax  exemptions". 
President  Reagan  sought  to 
revoke  the  1970  policy  in  1982. 
but  the  US  Supreme  Conn 
ruled  that  the  IRS  was  correct. 

Bob  Jones  Jr  was  no 
respecter  of  persons,  even 
those  whom  the  world  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  on  his  own  side. 
He  denounced  Billy  Graham 

—  who  had  briefly  been  a 
student  at  his  own  university 

—  as  a  good  man  undone  by 
liberalism,  and  he  fell  out  with 
the  evangelist  Jerry  Falwell 
over  the  laner’s  willingness  to 
build  relationships  with 
Roman  Catholics  and  Jew's. 
When  Pope  John  Paul  II 
visited  South  Carolina.  Jones 
remarked  that  he  would  soon¬ 
er  speak  with  the  devil  than 
with  the  pontiff. 

But  friends  insisted  that  his 
fire  and  brimstone  persona 
concealed  a  softer  side.  He 
was  a  Shakespearean  enthusi¬ 
ast  and  interpreter,  and  found¬ 
ed  the  university’s  repertory 
group,  the  Classic  Players.  He 
was  also  an  avid  art  collector, 
owning  more  than  400  reli¬ 
gious  paintings,  including 
works  by  Rembrandt.  Rubens 
and  Van  Dyck,  which  he 
housed  in  the  Bob  Jones 
University  Collection  of  Sa¬ 
cred  Arr. 

He  was  the  author  of  15 
books,  including  the  novel 
Wine  of  Morning,  later  made 
into  a  film,  and  an  autobiogra¬ 
phy.  Combread  and  Caviar. 
He  wToie  a  syndicated  column 
A  Look  at  the  Book,  which  was 
carried  in  300  newspapers  and 
magazines  around  the  world. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Fannie-May.  two  sons  and  a 
daughter. 
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WILLIE  PASTRANO 


Willie  Pastrana,  world 
light-heavyweight  boxing 
champion.  1963-65.  died 
of  cancer  in  New  Orleans 
on  December  6  aged  62. 

He  was  born  on 
November  27,  1935. 

A  VIVIDLY  handsome  man 
who  admitted  to  preferring  a 
session  with  a  pretty  girl  to 
one  in  the  gym.  Willie 
Pastrano  fooled  many  an  op¬ 
ponent  by  his  sleek  looks  and 
seeming  nonchalance  in  the 
ring.  Though  not  a  big  punch- 
.  er,  ~  he  had  extremely  fast 
?  hands  and  his  speed  kept  him 
out  of  trouble  against  many 
bigger  men  who  fancied  them¬ 
selves  to  knock  him  out 
Given  his  fistic  equipment 
and  tactical  sense,  he  might 
well  have  expected  to  win  a 
world  tide  earlier  than  he  did. 
But  in  the  1950s  and  early 
1960s  the  light-heavyweight 
division  was  the  domain  of  the 
evergreen  and  unassailably 
talented  Archie  Moore,  who 
held  the  title  for  ten  years.  And 
though  Pastrano  fought  many 
heavyweights,  he  was  never 
naturally  big  enough  himself 


to  make  a  mark  at  the  top  level 
in  that  division. 

Unusually  for  an  American, 
one  of  Pastrano’s  principal 
weapons  was  a  very  English 
straight  left  This  went  down 
well  in  Britain  and,  in  the 
years  before  he  became  world 
champion,  he  had  a  number  of 
bouts  in  this  country  against 
rising  home-grown  heavy¬ 
weight  prospects.  He  was  to 
return  as  world  champion  in 
1964  when  Terry  Downes, 
who  had  moved  up  to  light- 
heavyweight  after  holding  the 
world  middleweight  crown, 
challenged  him  for  his  title  at 
Belie  Vue.  Manchester.  As  the 
bis  punching  Downes  discov¬ 
ered,  Pastrana's  speed,  and  his 
eye  for  the  main  chance,  was 
his  greatest  asset.  A  fight 
Downes  thought  he  had  wort 
suddenly  slipped  from  his 
grasp  in  the  eleventh  round. 

“  Wilfred  Pastrano  was  bom 
in  New  Orleans.  A  predilec¬ 
tion  for  spaghetti  made  him  a 
chubby  child  and  cost  him  a 
good  deal  of  ridicule  from  his 
schoolmates.  But  after  begin¬ 
ning  boxing  training  with 
YVhitey  Esenault  in  Miami,  he 


took  a  stone  off  his  6fr  frame 
and  was  soon  easily  able  to 
make  the  light-heavyweight 
limit  of  I2st  71b. 

Turning  professional  in 
1951.  he  trained  under  Angelo 
Dundee  at  his  famous  Fifth 
Street  Gym  in  Miami,  evolv¬ 
ing  a  running,  dancing  style 
that  earned  him  the  nickname 
"Willie  the  Wisp".  The  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  his  methods  was 
not  lost  on  the  young  Cassius 
Clay  (Muhammad  Ali)  who 
was  another  of  Dundee's  fight¬ 
ers  at  that  rime.  Indeed.  Ali 
owed  his  start  as  a  boxer  to 
Pasrrano.  who  had  originally 
persuaded  Dundee  to  see  the 
17-year-old  Clay  after  the 
trainer  bad  told  him  over  the 
phone  to  “get  lost". 

Over  the  next  few  years 
pastrano  reeled  off  a  series  of 
wins  over  domestic  opposition 
before  going  overseas  in  1957 
for  the  first  of  his  visits  to 
Britain.  His  opponent  at 
Harringay  Arena,  London, 
was  the  Welsh  heavyweight 
Dick  Richardson,  later  to  be 
European  Champion.  But 
stepping  up  a  division  was  no 
problem  for  Pastrano.  Though 


giving  away  three  inches  and 
101b,  he  easily  evaded  the 
Welshman’s  bull-like  rushes, 
cutting  him  to  ribbons  with  a 
stream  of  jabs  and  hooks  to 
head  and  body,  in  a  ten-round 
points  victory. 

He  returned  to  Britain  in  the 
following  year  to  beat  Brian 
London  and  Joe  Bygraves, 
though  both  British  boxers 
acquitted  themselves  credit¬ 
ably  in  what  were  closely 
fought  points  victories.  And 
when  Pastrano  returned  to 
Britain  in  September  1958  for  a 
return  match  with  London, 
the  big  Blackpool  man  —  by 
now  British  champion  —  had 
some  surprises  for  the  speedy 
light-heavyweight,  crowding 
him  from  the  fust  bell  and 
using  his  181  b  weight  advan¬ 
tage  to  shove  him  round  the 
ring.  For  once  the  Pastrano 
footwork  failed  to  be  effective, 
and  in  the  third  round  he 
sustained  a  cut  eye  which 
impelled  the  referee  to  step  in 
and  halt  the  bout  in  London's 
favour,  in  the  fifth. 

If  this  could  be  written  down 
as  bad  luck,  worse  was  to 
follow  for  Pastrano  when  he 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


“A  CHRISTMAS  MESSAGE” 

Start  the  Festive  Season  in  The  Times 
chi  22nd  December  1997  by  sending  colleagues. 

clients,  friends,  family  and  loved  ones  that 
Special  Christmas  Greeting  and  Happiness  for 
the  New  Year. 


For  further  information 
or  to  reserve  your  space 
please  telephone 

01714811982 
or  Fax:  0171 4819313. 


CHILDREN  ON  DIALYSIS 

need  our  love  and  practical  support, 
not  just  today  but  everyday. 

Sadly,  money  cannot  boy  healthy  kidneys  but  it 
can  mu  Ire  life  worth  having. 

Donations  urgently  needed  by 
The  British  Kidney  Patient 

Association,  rii) 

Borfon.  Hants,  GU35  9JZ  WPi 

IrpdQsiTrNc  ]*CB 


Evasive  action:  Pastrano  sways  away  from  a  Joe  Erskine  right  hand  in  what  was. 
however,  to  be  a  points  defeat  for  the  American  in  London  in  February  1959 


returned  to  Britain  in  Febru¬ 
ary  1959  to  meer  the  Cardiff 
heavyweight  Joe  Erskine.  No 
puncher,  Erskine  nevertheless 
shared  many  of  Pasrrano’s 
qualities  of  skill  and  speed, 
and  to  the  surprise  of  everyone 
at  the  ringside  it  was  his  left 
jab  which  dominated  the  fight, 
not  Pastrano's.  As  the  rounds 
unfolded.  Pastrano  w'as  treat¬ 
ed  to  punching  as  cultured  as 
his  own,  and  Erskine's  points 
victory  after  ten  rounds  was 
by  a  wide  margin. 

Pastrano  had  a  somewhat 
patchy  next  two  years.  To  the 
exasperation  of  Dundee  his 
indefatigable  womanising  al¬ 
ways  threatened  to  undermine 
his  fight  preparations:  it  was  a 
constant  battle  to  haul  him  out 
from  between  rhe  sheets  and 
chivvy  him  into  the  training 
ring.  He  even  suffered  a  points 
defeat  at  the  hands  of  the 
mediocre  Chic  Calderwood  in 
Glasgow  in  September  i960, 
and  it  w'as  not  until  he  divided 
honours  evenly  with  Archie 
Moore  in  1962,  in  a  non-title 
bout,  that  he  seemed  to  recov¬ 
er  his  early  promise. 

When  Harold  Johnson  be¬ 
came  the  new  light-heavy¬ 
weight  champion.  Pastrano  at 
last  obtained  a  shot  at  rhe 
world  title  in  Las  Vegas  in 
June  1963.  Johnson,  a  fear¬ 
some  puncher,  had  chosen 
Pastrano  as  an  opponent  not 
likely  to  give  him  much  trou¬ 
ble:  he  was  comprehensively 
outpointed  over  15  rounds. 

Pasrrano  defended  the  title 
mice,  knocking  out  Gregorio 


Peralta  in  six  rounds  in  Miami 
in  April  1964  and  Terry 
Downes  in  November.  In  its 
early  rounds,  the  Downes 
fight  promised  a  return  of  the 
world  title  to  Britain  for  the 
first  time  since  Bob 
Fitzsimmons,  as  the  tough.  US 
Marines-rrained  Downes  belt¬ 
ed  the  seemingly  lethargic 
Pastrano  round  the  ring.  But 


after  some  stem  words  from 
Dundee,  punctuated  with  a 
resounding  wallop  on  the 
backside.  Pastrano  pulled 
himself  Together  for  the  elev¬ 
enth.  and  after  flooring  the 
Londoner  for  a  count  of  eight, 
knocked  him  out.  He  was 
eventually  relieved  of  his  title 
in  March  1965  by  Jose  Torres, 
a  man  with  all  Ffcstrano’s 


skills  and  a  big  punch  to  boor. 
At  that  point  he  decided  to 
hang  up  his  gloves.  For  some 
years  he  struggled,  not  entire¬ 
ly  successfully,  to  support  his 
large  family  in  Miami.  Bui 
eventually  lie  retired  to  his 
native  New'  Orleans,  where  he 
took  up  youth  work. 

Pastrano  is  survived  by  his 
wife  and  nine  children. 


WAR  VICTIMS 
IN  BULGARIA 

Dear  Lord  Bath  —  1  am  writing  this  at  a 
resting  place  for  the  huge  convoys  of 
woun3ed  and  sick  which  come  in  a 
continuous  dismal  stream  from  the 

from.  Last  night  about  200  arrived  in  2)3 
small  country  carts  drawn  by  ponies.  As 
I  travelled  along  the  road  our  course 
was  frequently  blocked  by  these  carts 
slowly  Toiling  on  their  way. 

1  was  most  hospitably  received  by  Mr. 
Baggavonr.  a  gentleman  of  the  Imperial 
Court,  and  now'  a  delegate  for  the  Red 
Cross  Society.  He  lives  in  a  felt  tent,  a 
most  admirable  contrivance  for  cold 
weather.  For  some  time  past  the  convoys 
of  wounded  have  been  received  here 
after  six  hours'  travelling,  and  lodged 
for  the  night,  after  being  fed  and  having 
their  wounds  dressed.  A  large  number 
of  Turks  as  well  as  Russians  haw  been 
equally  cared  for.  Hastily-made  calico 
bags  stuffed  with  straw  were  laid  on  a 
damp  mud  floor,  and  on  these  the 
patients  were  placed.  This  wooden  shed 


ON  THIS  DAY 
December  11, 1877 


This  letter  from  a  British  doctor 
working  for  a  relief  organisation  in 
Bulgaria  makes  clear  that  the  Red 
Cross,  the  British  branch  of  which 
started  in  1870.  whs  already  effective. 

is  better  than  the  open  air.  but  nor  much, 
and  on  the  approach  of  winter  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  have  something 
better.  That  something  1  have  undertak¬ 
en  to  provide.  In  conjunction  with  Mr. 
Baggavont  I  am  going  to  make  this  big 
shed  a  comparatively  comfortable  build¬ 
ing  by  doubling  the  walls,  etc. 

The  cost  of  all  this,  including  the 
repair  of  some  ruined  building's  for 
hospitals,  will  be  about  £1.200.  and  as  it 
will  certainly  save  hundreds  of  lives  I 
am  sure  the  committee  will  not  shrink  at 


the  figures,  though,  alas,  it  will  about 
empty  our  coffers.  This  depor  of  wound¬ 
ed  has  already  received  and  succoured 
about  25.000  sick  and  wounded.  The 
arrival  of  the  convoys  is  a  distressing 
sight.  The  sick  are  easily  dealt  with,  hut 
the  movement  of  the  wounded  ufren 
creates  agony.  They  have  settled  in  iheir 

straw  at  the  bottom  or  the  can.  and  there 
they  have  Iain  suffering  a  dull,  endur¬ 
able  pain,  but  the  lifting  oul  of  the  carts 
causes  the  air  to  be  filled  with  shrieks 
and  moans.  Many  things  are  warned  to 
alienate  the  dreadful  sufferings  of 
gallant  men  and  simple  peasants  who 
had  but  one  strong  idea  in  marching  to 
battle:  the  deliverance  of  an  oppressed 
people.  They  may  be  backward  in 
civilization  but  a  Russian  remarked: 
"True  it  is,  but  if  civilization  leads  tu  an 
absorption  in  self-interest  and  utter 
indifference  to  the  sufferings  of  our 
fellow-creatures,  then  I  pray  God  we 
may  never  be  civilized."  Day  by  day  1 
see  how  much  we  may  be  able  to  help 
rhe  Russian  Red  Cross  in  its  noble 
work . . . 
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Minister  quits  over  lone  parents 

■  A  Government  minister  resigned  and  several  ministerial 
aides  were  poised  to  quit  as  Tony  Blair  last  night  faced  his 
biggest  revolt  since  the  general  election. 

TTie  rebellion  over  benefit  cuts  for  single  parents  escalated 
when  Malcolm  Chisholm,  the  Scottish  Office  Minister,  left  his 
Txv;t  saving  that  he  could  not  vote  for  “an  attack  on  some  of  the 
poorertwomen  in  society".  Tta  Coition  Prentice,  a 
parliamentary  private  secretary,  went  as  well - Pages  1 12 

EU*s  woolly  line  on  Iamb  chops 

■  Scientists  in  Brussels  caused  confusion  throughout  Europe 

by  calling  for  a  ban  on  lamb  containing  spinal  bone  because  of 
a  risk  that  it  might  be  infected  with  the  “mad  cow"  disease  BSE. 
However,  it  was  not  clear  from  this  "preliminary  advice” 
whether  ordinary  lamb  chops  would  be  affected - Page  I 


Coal  reprieve 

Tony  Blair  announced  a  surprise 

reprieve  for  the  coal  industry  in 
an  attempt  to  save  thousands  of 
mining  jobs.  He  extended  con¬ 
tracts  with  RJB  Mining  until  next 
June _ Page  2 

Discordant  note 

An  adult  chorister  was  sacked 
from  a  cathedral  choir  because  he 
had  offered  rhe  boy  singers  £9  to 
be  sick  on  a  tour  bus  so  he  could 
get  off  and  have  a  cigarette,  a 
tribunal  heard - Page  3 

Nifty  knickers 

Lower  sixth  pupils  from  Tiffin 
Girls’  School,  southwest  London, 
have  set  up  a  company  to  make 
and  market  a  fashion  item  that 
combines  novelty  with  utility; 
knickers  with  pockets  —  Page  6 

Swimming  scandal 

Hamilton  Bland,  the  BBC  “voice 
of  swimming",  faces  an  ultima¬ 
tum  over  his  alleged  conflict  of 
interest  involving  National  Lot¬ 
tery  money - Plage  8 

Warming  to  their  task 

The  world's  industrial  nations 
adopted  a  draft  protocol  which 
would  legally  bind  them  to  cut 
back  rhe  emission  of  greenhouse 
gases _ _ _ Pages  9, 23 

Sponsors’  season 

Viewers  are  going  to  face  a  deluge 
of  sponsored  programmes  on  ITV 
over  the  holiday  season  with 
Panasonic  and  Toyota  dividing 
the  sponsorship  credits—  Page  10 


Mowlam  admission 

Mo  Mowlam,  the  Northern  Ire¬ 
land  Secretary,  admitted  on  the 
eve  of  Gerry  Adams’S  visit  to 
Downing  Street  that  she  would 
"look  a  fool”  if  the  IRA  returns  to 
violence - Pages  n.  23 

The  new  Jemima 

Jemima  ■  Khan's  transformation 
from  Western  socialite  to  protago¬ 
nist  of  conservative  eastern  val¬ 
ues  has  delighted  Pakistanis.  In 
two  newspaper  articles  she  extols 
Pakistani  family  life _ Page  14 

Zimbabwe  threat 

The  Zimbabwe  Government  re¬ 
acted  imperiously  in  the  face  of  an 
overwhelming  display  of  anti- 
government  sentiment  this  week, 
with  a  threat  that  police  would 
shoot  demonstrators  —  Page  15 

Capital  transfer 

Kazakhstan  transferred  its  capi¬ 
tal  to  the  bleak  town  of  Akmola, 
700  miles  north  of  Almaty.  No 
diplomats  have  moved  with  the 
protesting  bureaucrats  -  Page  16 

Eiffel  egg 

French  millennium  celebration 
plans  include  multicoloured  plas¬ 
tic  fish  swimming  in  a  perfumed 
Seine  and  the  Eiffel  Tower  laying 
a  huge  luminous  egg _ Page  17 

Getty  museum  opens 

The  new  J.  Paul  Getty  Centre, 
which  houses  a  famously  eccen¬ 
tric  art  collection,  opens  next 
week  on  a  hilltop  above  Los 
Angeles - — - Page  18 


Speeding  driver  clocked  at  154mph 

■  A  motorist  who  recorded  Britain's  fastest  offence  of  speeding 
on  four  wheels  was  banned  for  eight  months.  Anthony  Fear 
was  found  guilty  of  driving  at  154mph  on  the  M5  in  Devon  as 
he  put  his  newly-acquired  £85,000  Aston  Martin  DB7  through 
its  paces.  He  said  he  did  not  realise  how  fast  the  car  would  go. 
“It  wasn't  explained  to  me  when  I  bought  it” — — — Page  3 
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ISA  review;  The  Government  is 
coming  under  intense  pressure  to 
increase  the  proposed  E5Q.000  limit 
for  contributing  to  an  Individual 
Savings  Account,  the  replacement 
for  Tessas  and  Peps _ Page  27 

Dream  ends:  Mike  Firth’s  hope  of 
making  Yorkshire  Food  Group  a 
world  player  in  dried  fruit  and  nuts 
ended  when  the  company  went  into 
receivership . . Page  27 

United  bid:  United  News  &  Media 
is  expected  to  offer  in  excess  of  £750 
million  for  IPC.  the  consumer  mag¬ 
azines  group  recently  put  on  sale  by 
Reed  Elsevier _ Page  27 

Markets:  The  FTSE 100  fell  46.4  to 
5.130.7.  The  pound  index  fell  to 
103.9  from  104.1,  with  sterling  up 
0 J5S  cents  to  $1.6514  and  down  0.88 
pfennig  to  DM2.9441 _ Page  30 


FootbaO:  Charlton  Athletic  termi¬ 
nated  the  contract  of  Janaie  Stuart,- 
18  months  before  it  was  due  to 
expire,  after  be  admitted  taking 

maijuaxm  and  cocaine - Page  52 

Rugby  union:  Lewis  Capes,  son  of 
the  international  shot  putter,  Geoff 
Capes,  and  a  former  American' 
footballer,  has  agreed  a  two-year 
deal  Leicester  — — - Page  48 

Cricket:  -England's  women 
launched  their  defence  of  the  World 
Cup  with  a  convincing  victory  over 
South  Africa  in  a  rain-reduced 

match  in  Hyderabad - Page  49 

Racing:  Responding  to  criticisms  of 
Sheikh  Mohammed  that  may  lead 
to  his  withdrawal  from  British  rac¬ 
ing,  the  Government  denied  that 
the  industry  was  suffering  from 
overtaxation - - - - - Page  47 


Brosnan’s  Dream: Ten  years  ago, 
,  Pierce  Brosnan  thought  hehadkKt  _ 
die  chance  fo  play  James  Borid  for  ' 
ever.  Ncrw  he  is .  celebrating  ^ 
release  of  his  second  Bond  film/ 
Tomorrow  Never  Dies _ Pagc3tJ  _ 

007  Revisited/ Like  all  Bdnd  films. 
Tomorrow  Never  Dies  will  pull  in  : 
the  cnqwds,  but  it  is  likely  to  send  , 
them  out  into  the  world 'a  little  ■; 
more  desensitised,’’  says.  Geoff 
Browia^^i.-..:^... . . Pafee  3T 

Classical  CDs:  Roberto  Alagna 
and  Angela  Gheorghiu  are  ideally': 
matched  as  the  lovers  in  Ihirajtri'S 
La  rondine.  one  of  the  best  albtajis  : 

of  the  year — - __Page  38 

Jsxz  pftestess:NmaSimone.one 
of  the  greatest  popular  voices  of  the 
postwar  era,  is  to  stair  at  London’s 1 
Womad  festival- _ _ Page  39 
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IN  THE  TIMES  i  f 

■  pop’  .. 

David  Sinclair'^  '  ■••  •  >V 
records  of  the  year,'  from : 
the  Spice  Girls  to  die 
Rolling  Stones 

■  MEDIA  ’’  ;* 

Raymond  Snoddy 
talks  to  Richard  Branson 
about  the  Virgin  FM 
takeover 


Rutoito’s  new  Tolstoy:  Hie  Russian 
Booker  Prize,  which  is  now  in  its 
''seventh  year,  "has  galvanised  the 
writers  toproducecontro- 
vtsafei'  winners.  Jason  Cowley 

ief&ts _ _ _ i _ -Page  19 

i'lMcraktcal  report:  Dr.  Thomas 
'  Stnttaford  cot  the  misdiagnosis  of 
i&tniic  obstructive  pulmonary  dls- 
ease/eariy  symptoms  of  bowel  can¬ 
cer.  :  genital  abnormalities  and 

^recurrent  nosebleeds ........  Page  20 

**  .  — 


CHriUmas  travel:  Best  bargains  for 
the  festive  season _ Page  42 


Raytown:  Were  they  forgeries?-  Roy 
JFttsfer  discusses  die  journals  of 
Roger  Casement,  the  Irish,  natfon- 
alisti  pius  Sheila  Rowbotham  on 
the  lives  of  Hannah  Sheehy 
Skrffington  and  Harriot  .  Stanton. 
Bfatch,  two  “advanced  women'’ 
£nd  nibneer  feminists  Pages  40. 41 


Rattier  than  being  a  Muslim  show 
"of  strength,  the  Tehran.  Islamic 
summit  is  a  mirror  image  of  the' 
crisis  of  identity  in  the  Islamic 
world.  Pan-lsJamism  is  a  chimera, 
but  so  are  die  alternatives  such  as 
Arab  nationalism.  The  truth  is  that 
today  a  fifth  of  humanity  Is  still 
seeking  certainties  and  fixed  points' 
of  reference.  The  summit  merely 
confirms  that  there  is  no  one  Islam¬ 
ic  centre  —  La  Repubblica 


Preview:  How  sound  is 
Greenpeace’S  case?  Scare  Stories 
(BBC2*  9J5jpm).  Retffaw:  Joe  Jo- 
seph  cannot  fed  sorry  for  die 
Guinness  family- —  Pages  50. 5j 


On  , democracy’s  steps 

Therfe  irE  ominous  signs  that  efe. 
mentsw^ 

retuirzi  to  what  a  Sinn  Fein  council. 
lorcallaJ^v.tetweknowbesr.He 
was  not  referring  fo  handling  wel¬ 
fare  complaints-^— - - —Page  23 

Seventeen-year  ttcfi  * 

Mr  Mugabe  has^aHenated  Parlia¬ 
ment.  large  sections  of.  his  own 
party,  the  dear  majority  _af  ti* 
population,  and  overseas  investors. 
He  could  and  sfwuki  relent  aol 
embrace  radical  change;-.  Page  23. 

Don’t  mock  Tudor 

Bolsover  is  wise  to  let  sleeping  tim¬ 
bers  lie.  even  if  they  are  zebra-, 
painted  dadding - Paige  23' 


WILLIAM  REES-MOGG 

A  Guernsey  trust  is  a  very  tax 
efficient  way  of  holding  assets.  I  do 
not  think  that  such  a  trust  could  be 
set  up  without  the  intention  ctf 

avoiding  tax  - — —  Page  22' 

TIM  CONGDON 
A  risk  that  living  standards  might 
fell  over  extended  periods  —  five 
years  or  more  —  can  be  identified 
in  France.  Italy  and  other  Euro¬ 
pean  countries - Page  22 

WILFRED  BECKERMAN  ■ 

There  is -good  reason  to  believe  that  - 
the  general  effects  of  climate 
change  for  the  world  as  a  whole 
would  be  benefidal.  This  fe  chiefly: 
because  global  warming  would  in-; 
crease  food  production  — -  Page  22; 
JOHN  BRYANT 
Student  sport  today  finds  itself  ina 
strange  position.  All  the  talk  is.of 
professionalism,  and  yet  somehow 
it  has  mana^d  to  carve  out  a  niche 
in  the  exarifyovenrowded  sporting . 
calendar  by  dinging  to  its  Jbesf 
amateur  traditions - - Paee  50 


Kenneth  McLeish.  author  and  edi¬ 
tor:  Willie  Pastrana,  boxer;  The 
Rev  Bob  Jones  Jr,  fundamental 
preacher - - - — -Paqrff' 

mMtM***?  M 

Stole  pensions;  parking  tax;. Bit 
tannia;  Gibraltar;  Pakistan  riemne- 
raey;  peding  sprouts— Page  23 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,660 


ACROSS 

I  Subject  to  climatic  conditions, 
suffering  from  cold,  perhaps 
(53.7). 

9  Anticipate  floaters  switching  to 
left  (9). 

10  One  turned  up  in  books  what 
computers  can  deal  with  (5). 

11  Soldiers  reprimanded  for 
conspicuous  bloomer  (6). 

12  Right  about  name  of  particular 
group  of  people  (8). 

13  Headgear  appropriate  for  City  on 
tycoon's  head  (6). 

15  Devoted  admirer’s  off-putting 
confession?  (8). 

IS  Old-fashioned  military  honour 
that's  very  evident  therein  (S). 

19  A  US  city  housewife  In  a  dis¬ 
orderly  state  (6). 

21  Disconnected  passage  in  musical 
rejected  by  censor  (8). 

Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20,659 


b  so  s3racja55saiDn  s 
.  a  m  is  a  a  n 

SEES  HflRiKa  Bnata 

s  n  0  h  s  a  a 
HiHannruaQ  ran^aras 
a  as  a  a 
ssansnassa  aaam 
®  a  s  m  □ 
nsog  smasraaanag 
am  in  a  n 
aaasns  naaiDanraa 
ra  a  n  a  a  a  a 
HSn[!  nraoHa  hbosi 
II  D  S  0  a  H 
jaawmamgiaamgfTiri 


23  Chased  policemen  off  (6). 

26  A  second  bird  seen  in  tree  (5). 

27  Free,  without  a  single  charge  (9). 

28  For  Mohawks  and  Choctaws,  one 
must  go  with  expedition  (3.4A2). 


DOWN 

1  Frank  at  university  joins  an 
organised  political  group  (7). 

2  Rustic  medic  covers  the  smallest 
state  (5). 

3  Banish  curate?  It's  unusual  (9). 

4  Man  attending  part  of  com¬ 
petition  (4). 

5  Boring  job  that  makes  you  rich? 
(4-2-2). 

6  Dress,  in  general,  ignored  (5). 

7  Game  demanding  nip  (whisky) 

P)- 

8  Reptile  -  a  fine  specimen  (7). 

14  Privileged  treatment  given  by 
racecourse  to  favourite  (3.6). 

16  Feature  eccentric  men  in  tale  (9). 

17  Keep  head  down  after  period  of 
abstinence  (8). 

18  Frenzied  excitement  over  a  no¬ 
good  horse  (7). 

20  Duck  winged  in  a  particular  way 

(7)- 

22  Part  of  chapter  in  literature 
accepted  as  genuine  (5). 

24  Credit  fool  with  no  brains  (5). 

25  Catch  pirate  (4). 
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YosUday;  Kghast  day  lam*.  LiSRdcn  ard 
Souhamfitoo  weamji  cemres.  !5C  iSSi:  Iomcsi 
dav  mac  Loch  ©ascamoch  HWHand.  6C  {43FI: 
h^tost  mMOL:  Cacel  Curg  Caemaricr.,  ZJT.r. 
Hghest  aunshrw;  Ejanoum.  Devon. 
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BEWARE  Of  UNDER 
COVER  OPERATIONS 

Wrmed  rfor  v«nw  *WC 
hive 

need  .mofwanxi.’NiM  wrh 
VPA  Coda-,  really  genauus 
bcntfuspkn 

cuaraueai  0*0300 'ctv  ice. 
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□  General:  England  and  Wales  will 
start  very  wet,  but  the  rain  should 
move  away  northeastwards  quite 
quickly.  The  rest  of  the  day  vriQ  be  mild 
and  blustery  with  brief  sunny  spells 
and  occasional  squally  showers. 
Northern  Ireland  wiH  also  start  dull  with 
spells  of  rain,  but  it  should  soon 
become  drier  with  a  little  brightness. 
Southern  Scotland  will  start  dun  and 
damp  but  will  be  drier  and  brighter 
later.  Northern  Scotland  will  nave 
sunny  spelts  and  a  few  showers. 
Tonight,  rain  over  northern  England 
and  Scotland  wfll  slowly  move 
southeastwards. 

□  London,  E  Anglia,  E  Midlands, 
W  Midlands:  rain  followed  by  sun¬ 
shine  and  showers.  Fresh  to  strong 
southwest  wind.  Max  13C  (55F). 

□  SE  England,  Central  S  England, 
Channel  Isles,  SW  England,  S 
Wales:  early  rain,  then  a  mix  of  hsfty 
showers  aid  sunny  spells.  Strong 
southwest  wind.  Max  13C  (55F). 

□  E  England,  N  Wales,  NW  Eng¬ 
land,  Lake  District,  Isle  of  Man, 
Central  N,  NE  England:  ran  dear- 


■  for  a  time  before  rain  •' •  •!. 

Moderate  to  .  fresh  ; ^ l  -*/: 

Max  1QC  (50R.  -  7  ** 


Ing,  then  drier  for  a  time  before  rain 
returns  later.  Moderate  to  fresh 
variable  wind.  Max  IOC  (50F). 

□  Borders,  Edinburgh  ft  Pu  dee, 
Aberdeen,  SW  Scotland,  Glamow, 
Central  Highlands,  Moray  Firth, 
Argyll;  showers  or  longer  spells  ot 
rain.  Becoming  drier  ana  colder  from 
the  northwest  later.  Moderate  to  fresh 
northwest  wind.  Max  9C  (48F). 

□  NE  Scotland,  NW  Scotland, 
Orkney,  Shetland:  showers  but 
becoming  drier  and  brighter  later, 
moderate  to  fresh  northwest  wind. 
Max  8C  (46F). 

□  N  Ireland:  earty  rain  then  sunshine 
and  blustery  showers.  Fresh  north¬ 
west  wind.  Max  9C  (48F). 

□  Republic  of  Ireland:  showers, 
heavy  and  prolonged  for  a  time,  dying 
out  later.  Wind  mostly  west  or 
northwest  strong  or-  gale,  easing 
later.  Max  8C(46F) 

□  OutfooJc  the  South  and  East  will 
become  mostly  dry  and  bright  but  it 
will  be  colder  with  night  frosts.  The 
North  and  West  will  start  brighter  and 
colder,  but  it  will  turn  rrtfld  and  damp. 


34  hrelo  5  pm:  b-briflW;  c—  dcut,  d 
PBfHn;«h=ihc 
Sun  Rain 
hre  *  C 
AbwdBHT  .  009  7 

Anglesey  10  ICC  13 

AspiUa  -  0  43  12 

Amsmore  -  030  7 

Baum  as  034  it 

Birmingham  23  0 22  13 

SognorR  36  0.33  13 

Boumamlh  21  038  16 

Biaai  2 1  047  12 


idrtzzteds-duat  rarer.  duaduK  f-Wr;  (g^fog;  g-gsbr  huhaft; 
•sc  m=sm;  i=wi:  t^ihunder 


Binringhm 

Oognoi  B 

Boumamlh 

BnKal 

Bunion 

Cards 

CUeson 

Ctoedwrpes 

CohynBay 

Cromer 

DiaAar 

Eastboum* 

Edinbuigh 

Eskdatomulr 

Boivuth 

Faknouth 

Rshguaod 

PoOteitooe 


050  11 


Guwrowy 


HayEngL 
heme  Bay 
How 

Hunssmon 

hJ*otman 


35  033 
3.4  0  19 
X 

1.7  0  37 
2.0  046 

X 

X 

0.1  03S 
-  087 
43  016 
30  021 
Oil  035 
22  047 
.  C« 

2.7  02B 

15  047 
32  033 
ZB  020 

16  X 
X  030 

15  OBI 
32  050 
OB  030 
•  009 


Max 

Su 

n  Ran 

Mm 

c 

F 

hr 

■  n 

C 

F 

7 

45 

r 

Leads 

32 

04 0 

14 

57 

13 

55 

g 

Lef®5dc 

- 

008 

B 

46 

12 

54 

r 

Lsuchare 

0.1 

030 

8 

48 

7 

45 

i 

UBtahrepm 

2 5 

033 

15 

58 

r 

11 

52 

sh 

London 

1.7 

0.18 

15 

59 

b 

13 

5t> 

3h 

Lowestoft 

-  31 

037 

14 

57 

13 

S6 

b 

U 

029 

14 

57 

1b 

12 

53 

54 

b 

r 

& 

39 

02 

S3 

do 

15 

SB 

57 

rti 

11 

52 

du 

Morecamba 

X 

13 

55 

sh 

X 

X 

X 

T4 

57 

r 

Newquay 

X 

MMCh 

.  3.1 

035. 

IS 

14 

57 

c 

OxJord 

30 

021 

13 

14 

57 

b 

Peroanoa 

X 

035 

14 

57 

PooSs 

32 

0.44 

15 

59 

9 

48 

PteswLflyn 

X 

03B 

14 

57 

b 

r 

Hoseowy* 

1  8 

024 

14 

Su 

10 

50 

sh 

Sa-  Jn&i  Snd 

- 

043 

13 

56 

14 

57 

E 

33 

043 

13 

65 

14 

57 

C 

Shrewsbuy 

22 

0.12 

13 

55 

14 

57 

b 

r 

Skeorteee 

Scu&and 

4.1 

35 

022 

0.13 

14 

15 

57 

» 

s 

8 

46 

r 

spuu^wi 

12 

050 

13 

55 

b 

15 

59 

b 

Sossawaa 

15  . 

029 

15 

59 

13 

55 

r 

SlQITHRliy 

1.1 

007 

8 

48 

r 

t 

Swmga 

40 

03S 

14 

57 

13 

S5 

0 

b 

Tatanmoum 

Taiwjr 

ZS 

028 

05? 

14 

t4 

57 

57 

b 

13 

55 

r 

Taaa 

is- 

0  87 

10 

13 

55 

b 

Tonw 

33 

043 

Id 

57 

b 

14 

56 

57 

b 

r 

TymmoUth 

wost-e-marB 

X 

030 

13 

55 

r 

8 

46 

r 

VTVfUAAMJ  1 

38 

015  • 

14 

57 

a 

y.''1 

r.yiJ 

m 

0*D 

•*  w, 

{-  ’■'# 

mA 

*BCdO 

Afsrtfiiri 

Alcrdria 

Mam 

Amsfdri 

AJvca 

S  Aires 

Bahrabi 

Bangkok 

Bahiriiw 

Baroetana 

BeM 


Cptwgn 

OuMn 

Dutmrh 

Faro 

Roranca 

FrenHuft 

Funchal 

Geneva 

GButtar 

HMtt 


MaB»'m* 

Maxkec 

Uanv 

Ma 


H««i^ 

Banin 

Borde'x 

BnmO* 

Budapar 

Case 


P^1 : 


-VYi-.V 


’  VERTfnXGH  , 


TODAY 
Londm  Bridge 
Abodaan 
AwnmouOi  ■ 
BoBflst 
CardHI 
Oawnpon 
□ouor 

Oubim  (N  wan 
Fakmutti 
Gmntt 
Hanach 


Hlb  (ABsarl  D) 
Bacomte 
King's  Lym 


,  AM  .  HT 
1028  ‘...flfS 
10.38.  .  4.0 
*  03  «T'  11.fi 

-.07, «  32 

0327  :10.7 

0&18  .  43 
,.0751 
00.43-  3J 
W.4S  4J 
09.16 

0B»  17 

0720  52 

0242  7.8 

0229-  ftt 
02.46  62 


PM  HT 

33.14  7.0  . 

22.33  42'. 

16.18  122 
20.04  3.4. 

1601  HA 
t*42  52 

2023  .62  .  - 

2051-  4.1  "r 
14.13  60 '  • 

214S-  3S 
2102  30 

1923  55 

132B  ST 
1509  •  65 
1543  61 


today  • 
lam. 
Unspent 
Uwattotr. 


MHSdHaren 

8SS^:i. 

Pwcanca  J 
Portend  • 

'vtWHBi  . 

Sborefam 

SfHmantfon 

Smm 

Taw 

Wattonorvff 


HdQhtitn  meiras. 


AM  HT 
1129  \;.&3 
AS 

.  0542  ^  .‘  .24 
0631.;-  4S 
0238  8.1 

.  0TTS3-‘  i-^.1 
02.53  -  j:’**. 
0121  :  .  4.9. 
0322  IS.. 
0827  '  ,4J 
.0726  •  52 
0725  44- 

08J9  -B.4 . 
0000  ‘  4 S 
06.15  .32 


mm 


□ 


.  "Bun  ten: 
.  -728  am  ' 


teasscffiSp;  • 


.  Mbdnaata 
-4,16am 

Fid  maun  Dacsmbar  .14 


Moofriaas. 
'  2J3Bpm  1 


QMM4jajnrta6Q7BW> 
Sfttej^fds&pmtaaaffam' 
«ancHaaiara<flpcTrt86.ie m  \  .  • 

Pwaanca  420  pm  to  612am 


27 


THE 


TIMES 


INSIDE 

SECTION 

2 

TODAY 


BUSINESS 

Bronwen  Maddox 
on  Eurobashing 
in  America 
PAGE  31 


BUSINESS  EDITOR  Patience  Wheatcroft 


Isa  limit 
of  £50,000 
will  be 
open  to 
review 


TRAVEL 

Christmas  in 
Sydney  and  other 
late  bargains 
PAGE  42 

THURSDAY  DECEMBER  11 1997 


By  Caroline  Merrell 


THE  Government  has  ad¬ 
mitted  that  the  proposed 
€50,000  limit  for  contribut¬ 
ing  to  an  Individual  Savings 
Account  (Isa}  could  be  re¬ 
viewed,  along  with  all  other 
aspects  of  the  controversial 
proposals. 

A  Treasury  spokeswoman 
emphasised  yesterday  that  the 
document  outlining  Isas,  die 
Government’s  tax-free  re¬ 
placement  for  tax  exempt  spe¬ 
cial  savings  accounts  (Tessas) 
and  personal  equity  plans 
(Peps),  was  purely  for  consult¬ 
ation.  The  final  rules  govern¬ 
ing  Isas  could  be  very 
different,  she  said. 

The  plans  for  accounts  were 
launched  last  week  in  a  blaze 
of  bad  publicity.  Geoffrey 
Robinson,  the  Paymaster  Gen¬ 
eral.  who  unveiled  the  Isa  has 
himself  come  under  press 
scrutiny  over  £12  million  held 
offshore  in  a  tax  haven. 

In  announcing  Isas,  he 
claimed  that  the  £50,000  limit 
which  will  also  apply  to  those 
rolling  over  their  Ftp  funds, 
would  affect  only  a  few  rich 
people. 

Government  figures  on 
those  hit  by  the  limit  varied 
between  300.000  and  750.000. 
while  the  Pep  providers 
pointed  out  that  there  was  no 
way  to  work  out  how  many 
investors  had  more  than 
£50.000  in  their  Pep  schemes. 

Under  the  Isa  proposals, 
those  with  more  than  £50,000 
will  became  liable  to  capital 
gains  tax  and  income  tax  an 
the  excess  after  October  1999. 
The  reason  for  the  lifetime 
threshold  on  Isa  contributions 
was  to  curtail  the  amount  of 
tax  relief  given  out  to  savers  by 
the  Government. 

The  aim  was  to  redistribute 
the  estimated  £1.7  billion  cast 
to  the  revenue  of  Peps  in  the 
year  2000  among  many  more 
people  —  the  Government 
wants  six  million  more  to  save. 

However  ftp  companies 
point  nut  that  this  is  probably 
also  an  erroneous  assumption. 
David  Mossop.  chief  executive 
of  Perpetual,  one  of  the  UK'S 
biggest  Pep  providers,  said 
that  many  of  those  who  could 
be  affected  had  been  using 
Peps  to  supplement,  or  even 
replace,  a  pension  —  both 
schemes  offer  tax  breaks. 

He  said:  “Many  will  simply 
sell  iheir  holdings  tax-free 
before  the  October  deadline, 
and  then  move  the  money  into 
a  pension."  Pension  contribu¬ 
tions  are  tax-exempt,  which  is 
a  cost  to  the  exchequer. 

M&G.  another  big  Pep  pro¬ 
vider.  said  that  50  per  cent  of 
their  Pep  holders  used  the 
plans  tu  supplement  retire¬ 
ment  income.  The  £50.000 


limit  means  that  many  now 
face  retrospective  tax  on  this 
income. 

A  spokeswoman  for  the 
company  said  that  it  did  not 
believe  that  a  lifetime  limit  on 
contributions  was  necessary. 

Philip  War  land,  director- 
general  of  the  Association  of 
Unit  Trusts  and  Investment 
Funds  (Audi),  the  trade  organ¬ 
isation  that  represents  the 
fund  industry,  said  that  in¬ 
creasing  the  limit  to  £75,000 
would  mean  that  most  who 
had  been  using  Peps  for  their 
retirement  would  not  be  affect¬ 
ed.  He  said:  "Monitoring  the 
£50.000  limit  will  be  horren¬ 
dously  complex  and  expen¬ 
sive.  when  the  plan  is 
supposed  to  be  simple." 

Mr  Warland  was  also  con¬ 
cerned  that  the  Revenue 
would  have  to  overhaul  its 
computer  system  to  ensure 
that  savers  did  not  break  foe 
rules  —  this,  he  claimed, 
would  be  another  expense. 

Rowan  Gormley.  managing 
director  of  Virgin  Direct,  criti¬ 
cised  foe  Government  for  not 
taking  the  opportunity  to  legis¬ 
late  on  charges.  He  pointed 
out  that  these  have  a  for 
greater  impact  on  returns 
than  tax  relief.  He  said:  “We 
are  going  to  be  advocating  a 
£70,000  umit." _ 

Commentary,  page  29 


Mike  Firth’s  dream  of  creating  a  world  player  foundered  yesterday  wfoai  Yorkshire  Food  collapsed  under  its  debts 


in  receivers 


By  Dominic  Walsh 

THE  dream  of  Mike  Firth  to  turn 
Yorkshire  Food  Group  into  a  world 
player  in  the  dried  fruit  and  nuts 
business  ended  in  tatters  yesterday  when 
foe  company  collapsed  into  receivership, 
just  fbur-and-a-half  years  after  floating. 

The  appointment  yesterday  afternoon 
of  receivers  from  Dekutte  St  Touche 
followed  foe  suspension  of  its  shares  at 
8  bp.  Last  month,  in  the  wake  of  interim 
losses  of  £13.7  million  and  the  latest  in  a 
long  line  rtf  profit  warnings.  Yorkshire 
said  it  was  in  talks  with  Rabobank  New 


York  over  its  future  funding.  At  the  last 
count  itowed  £53J  million. 

Nick  Dargan,  joint  administrative  re¬ 
ceiver,  said  he  planned  to  continue  to  run 
the  business  pending  disposal.  Its  US 
interests,  including  the  Del  Monte  dried 
fruit  range,  operate  mainly  in  California. 

City  analysts,  who  blamed  the  group's 
woes  on  a  botched  entry  into  the  US 
market,  cited  Dole  Food,  its  US  rival  that 
has  a  9.66  per  coot  stake,  and  Chkpiita 
Brands  International  as  fikdy  bidders  for 
the  American  parts  of  foe  business. 

Mr  Firth,  who  held  almost  20  per  cent  of 
the  shares,  is  a  larger  than  life  former 


Butlin’s  “red  coat”  and  foiled  rock 
guitarist  He  was  the  driving  force 
behind  the  creation  of  the  Yorkshire 
Business  Conference,  at  winch  speakers 
included  Henry  Kissinger,  General  Sir 
Peter  de  la  Btllfere  and  Lend  Healey. 

Mr  Firth  said  at  its  launch  in  1995  that 
he  wanted  to  replace  the  stereotype  of 
“foe  deprived,  struggling  North7’  with 
“foe  image  of  a  go-ahead  region  which  is 
a  successful  place  in  which  to  do 
business*1.  Michael  Landymore.  food 
manufacturing  analyst  at  Henderson 
Crosthwaite,  said:  "Ifs  a  shame,  they 
expanded  too  fast”  . . 


SPORT 

England’s  women 
open  case  for 
defence  with  a  win 
PAGES  44-52 


United 
set  to 
offer 
£750m 
for  IPC 

By  Jason  Nissk 

UNITED  News  &  Media,  the 
owner  of  Express  Newspapers 
and  Miller  Freeman,  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  offer  more  than  £750  mil¬ 
lion  for  IPC  the  consumer 
magazines  group  recently  put 
on  sale  by  Reed  Elsevier. 

It  is  faring  tough  competition 
hum.  a  management  team 
backed  by  Kohlberg  Kravis 
Roberts,  foe  US  buyout  special¬ 
ist  which  had  been  considered 
favourites.  Reed  last  week  de¬ 
nied  speculation  that  John 
Mellon,  IPOs  chairman,  was 
to  resign  from  foe  Reed  board 
to  lead  the  offer.  Emap  is  also 
working  on  a  bid,  but  feces 
regulatory  problems;  buying 
IPC  would  gjve  it  a  100  per  cent 
market  share  of  consumer 
magazine  distribution. 

David  Arculus.  who  joined 
United,  as  managing  director, 
from  Emap  this  year,  is  under¬ 
stood  to  be  keen  on  buying  IPC 
with  titles  ranging  from  Coun¬ 
try  L^e  to  Loaded. 

The  offer  will  coincide  with 
foe  sale  of  United’s  regional 
newspaper  chain,  expected  to 
bring  in  more  than  £250  mil- 
tion.  United  has  asked  only  a 
handful  of  bidders  to  put  in 
firm  offers  by  next  Thursday, 
foe  day  before  bids  have  to  be 
submitted  for  IPC. 

Publishing  sources  expect 
UFN,  foe  regional  newspaper 
chain,  to  be  sold  in  two  pails, 
with  Independent  Newspa¬ 
pers.  Tony  O’Reilly’s  Irish 
group,  buying  foe  southern 
titles  for  £45  million  and 
Trinity  International  paying 
'more  than  £200  million  for  foe 
northern  titles,  which  include 
foe  Yorkshire  Post.  Other  of¬ 
fers  are  expected  to  come  from 
Johnston  Press.  Newsquest 
and  Cinven. 

United  would  only  sty  ft 
had  expressed  a  preliminary 
interest  in  IPC. 


Sears  on  verge 
of  stepping  out 
of  shoe  business 


Mysteiy  bidder 
increases  offer 
for  Christie’s 
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Airtours  up 

Auiours,  the  tour  operator, 
lifted  full-year  profits  40  per 
cent  to  £1203  million  and  said 
that  holiday  bookings  for  next 
summer  were  15  per  cent 
ahead.  Plage  29 
Tempos,  page  30 

Paper  pain 

The  strength  of  sterling 
precipitated  a  sharp  fall  in 
first-half  pre-tax  profits  at 
David  S  Smith,  one  of 
Britain’s  last  surviving 
independent  paper 
manufacturers.  Page  33 


By  Our  City  Staff 


By  Jon  Ashworth 


SEARS  is  believed  to  be  on  foe 
brink  of  selling  its  Shoe  Ex¬ 
press  and  Shoe  City  chains. 
After  being  locked  in  discus¬ 
sion s  for  several  days,  foe 
troubled  group  is  likely  to 
announce  the  deals  before  the 
weekend. 

Contenders  for  Shoe  Ex¬ 
press,  which  has  more  than 
300  high  street  outlets,  are 
thought  to  include  Olivers,  the 
rival  shoe  operator.  Nine  West, 
based  in  the  US.  and  Philip 
Green,  owner  of  the  Owen 
Owen  department  stores  and 
Mark  One  fashion  chain. 

Mr  Green  has  already  been 
involved  in  the  dismantling  of 
Sears,  having  bought  Olym¬ 
pus.  the  sports  shop  business, 
from  the  group.  The  expanded 
chain  is  likely  to  be  headed  for 
the  stock  market  next  year. 


David  James,  the  company 
doctor  brought  in  by  Sears  to 
sell  its  shrinking  shoe  busi¬ 
nesses.  has  already  sold 
Dolds  to  Alexon.  Together 
with  JP  Morgan,  the  merchant 
banker,  he  has  been  negotiat¬ 
ing  with  several  bidders  for 
both  Shoe  Express  and  Shoe 
City,  the  out-of-town  business 
which  has  about  SO  outlets. 
Shoe  Gfty  is  thoughr  to  have 
attracted  foe  attention  of  po¬ 
tential  buyers  from  outside  the 
footwear  and  fashion  field 
who  are  interested  in  buying  a 
parcel  of  out-of-town  sites. 

Sears  is  keen  to  finalise  the 
disposals  as  quickly  as  pos¬ 
sible  after  tiie  Government 
vetoed  its  planned  sale  of 
Freemans,  the  catalogue  busi¬ 
ness,  to  Linlewoods  on  mo¬ 
nopolies  grounds. 


A  MYSTERY  bidder  far 
Christie’s  International  has 
returned  with  a  higher  offer 
after  foe  origin  ad  terms  were 
rejected  by  the  fine  art  auction¬ 
eer  this  week. 

The  ladder’s  ideitity  re¬ 
mained  a  dosejy  guarded 
secret  last  night  although 
sources  insisted  it  was  not  Joe 
Lewis,  the  Bahamas-based  in¬ 
vestor,  who  has  a  29.9  per  cent 
stake  in  Christie’s. 

On  Monday  the  company 
stid  it  had  received  a  pretimi- 
nary  approach,  but  the  pro¬ 
posals  were  deemed  not  in  the 
best  interests  of  shareholders. 
It  issued  a  further  statement 
yesterday,  saying  the  ap¬ 
proach  has  now  been  modi¬ 
fied,  arfo  ft  was  discussing  the 
terms  with  its  advisers.  The 
shares  rose  30p  to  306p. 


valuing  the  company  at  £515 
million. 

Mr  Lewis  spent  an  estimat¬ 
ed  £50  million  building  up  a  16 
per  cent  stake  in  Christie's  in 
1995.  and  subsequently  in¬ 
creased  his  holding  to  the 
maximum  permissible  level 
without  triggering  a  manda¬ 
tory  bid. 

Parties  with  notifiable  inter¬ 
ests  fa  Christie’S  indude  SPO 
Partners  &  Co.  based  on  the 
American  West  Coast,  which 
holds  9  per  rent,  and  Mercury 
Asset  Management,  with  6  per 
cent  Schraders  holds  just  under 
6per  cent,  and  Toronto  Domini¬ 
on  Bank  about  4^  per  cent 

Christie's  pre-tax  profits 
rose  20  per  cent  to  £19  million 
in  the  half  year  to  June  30.  on 
sales  up  15  per  cent  at  £35T 
million. 


Charitable  Trustee. 

No  such  thing. 


Comet  tells  a  bleak  mid-winter  tale 


Sir  Geoffrey  Mulcahy  sees  a  competitive  Christmas 
t  f  t 


KINGFISHER,  foe  retailing 
group,  yesterday  raised  fears 
of  a  bleak  Christmas  on  the 
high  street  when  it  revealed  a 
slump  in  sales  growth  in  its 
Comet  electrical  chain. 

The  trading  statement, 
which  follows  evidence  of 
weaker  than  expected  sales  in 
the  latest  British  Retail  Con¬ 
sortium  monitor,  hit  shares  in 
electrical  retailing  stocks. 

The  price  of  Kingfisher 
shares  fell  22hp  to  SZS’ap, 
while  Argos  lost  20p  to  596 bp. 
Dixons  —  which  reported 
sales  up  17  per  cent  during  the 
summer  —  fell  nearly  3  per 
cem.ta61S,2p. 

Kingfisher  said  Comet's 


ByAiasdajr  Murray 

sales  growth  was  only  3.4  per 
cent  on  a  like-for-like  basis  in 
the  third  quarter,  against  12.4 
per  cent  in  tiie  first  half  of  the 
year.  But  the  group,  which 
also  Superdrug.  B&Q  and 
Woohvorths.  reported  overall 
Hke-for-Hke  sales  growth  of  75 
per  cent  Total  sales  rose  10ft 
per  cent  to  £1.49  billion. 

Sir  Geoffrey  Mulcahy,  chief 
executive,  said;  “These  figures 
keep  us  on  track  m  achieve  foe 
year's  target  but  fourth  quar¬ 
ter  performance  will  be  crucial 
and  Christmas  trading  is 
proving  more  competitive 
than  ever.” 

City  analysts  said  foe  latest 
figures  suggested  that  the 


spending  boom  fuelled  by 
windfalls  is  drawing  to  a  dose. 

The  electrical  sector  is  also 
suffering  from  price  falls 
prompted  by  the  strong  pound 
and  a  global  glut  of  products. 
The  retail  price  figures  for 
November,  published  on 
Tuesday,  shewed  electrical 
goods  prices  down  4  per  cent 
thisyear. 

But  Nathan  CockreU,  retail 
analyst  at  NgfWest  Markets, 
said,  although  “overbloated" 
expectations  of  Christmas, 
sales  are  unlikely  to  be 
matched,  there  is  no  need  to 
panic  because  consumers  are 
increasingly  buying  presents 
at  the  last  minute. 


As  a  Trustee  you  have  to  be 
unforgiving  with  your 
investment  manager.  Regulation 
demands  it.  So,  our  investment 
Strategy  is  formulated  at  the 
highest  level, 

but  individual  flair  is  encouraged 
to  respond  to  a  Charity’s 
unique  requirements. 

We  offer  segregated  portfolio 
management  within  a  specialist 
service  to  over  250  charities. 

James  Cape!  Investment  Management 

The  Charily  Specialist 
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James  Capel  Investment  Management 

Manber  HSBC  Gmup 

For  more  information  on  how  we  manage  portfofios  of  £200,000  or  more, 
please  call  Akx  Turnbull  or  Mike  WoBfeang  on  0171 6260566, 
fax  them  on  0171 283  3187  or  write  to  Stem  at  tire address  below. 
tiBevis  Marks,  London  EC3A7JQ 

JaiBK  Opel  Inveoinetit  Management  h  a  trading  name  of  HSBC  Imesmeu  Bank  pie 
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DEB JENSON 


a  suspicion  of 


and  as  complex  as  Ardbeg 


everyone  finds  different 
elements  that  particularly 
appeal  in  its  perfectly 


balanced  flavour. 


Connoisseurs  are  agreed, 


however,  thar  Ardbeg 
is  one  of  rhe  world’s 
trnlv  great  malts. 


Find  out  for  yourself  what 
Ardbeg  tastes  like  to  you 
by  buying  a  bottle  at 
Oddbins  and  other 


discerning  specialists. 


Metroline  on 


route  to  42% 

.  I 

profit  increase 


wmmm 
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Declan  O'FarreU.  right.  Metroline  chief  executive,  riding  high  yesterday  with  John  Golledge  and  Bert  Morris 


METROLINE,  the  London 
bus  company  that  was  floated' 
on  the  stock  market  In  July, 
yesterday  reported  pretax 
profits  of  £427  million  for  the 
year  to  October  10.  an  increase 
of  42  per  cent  over  the  previ¬ 
ous  year  and  slightly  ahead  of 
the  flotation  forecast 

The  company  is  paying  a 
maiden  dividend  of  I8p  a 
share,  fttoro  earnings  of  J7.94p 
a  share. 

Profits  rose  in  spite  of  a 
slight  fall  in  turnover  to 
£26.44  million  from  £37.1  mil¬ 
lion,  which  die  company  said 
reflected  the  success  of  its 
efforts  to  cut  overheads. 

Bus  passenger  journeys  in 
London  grew  by  abort  4  per 
cent  continuing  the  trend  of 
recent  .yeara.T^  a 

stronger  economy,  increased 
employment  and  a  buoyant  , 
tourist  sector.  ' 

During  the  year  Metroline 
invested  .  £7.8  million  on  84  . 

new  vehicles.  •  “  .  . 

Metroline  shares  rose  3^? 
to  I85p  yesterday,  against  the 
placing  price  of  173p. 


Old  Mutual  buys  up 


OLD  MUTUAL,  -the  South  African  financial  sendees 
company,  has  bought  Capd-Cure  Myers,  the  private  ctienr 
stockbroker,  for  an  Undisclosed  sunk  Cape^Cure  Myers 
manages  around- £5  -billion  of  pensions,  unit  trusts,  and 
charily  funds.  The  combined  total  funds  under  management 
In  the  UK  wfll  .be  £103  billion.  Gar*. Griffin.  Old  Mutual 
managing  director,  said:  “Capel-Cure  Myers  will  Tiring 
additional  focus  to  our  penctration  bf.the  upper  eridofthe 
retail  investmait  niarket  in  the  UK  and  elsewhere.” 

Mr  Griffin  daimed^thai  the  company  had  no  plans;  to 
merge  the  two  businesses,  but  added:  ‘‘We  will'  take 
advantage  of  the  possible  operational  synergies  where 
available  and  we  will  be  looking  at  joint  marketing 
initiatives."  Mike  Jones,  Capd-Cure  Myere  chief  executive, 
said:  “We  are  very  excited  at  the  potential  of  this  deal  in  terms 
of  opportunities  it  offers." 


Limit  shares  advance 


SHARES  in  limit,  the  Lloyd'S  of  London  investment  vehide 
aiming  to  be  a  mini-insurance  company  with  a  higher  market 
valuation,  rose  8p,  to  146p,  yesterday  after  interim  profits  of 
£102  million  (£7.6  million).  Michael  Carpenter,  chief 
executive,  said  mat within  three,  yiears.  Limit  wants  to  provide 
SO  per  cent  of  the  capacity  ofthe  Janson  Green  and  Bankside 
managing  agencies,  which,  it  controls,  against  a  third  now. 
An  interim  dividend  of  2p  (1.75p)  is  due  January  27. 


Bank  convinced  London  will 


EU  backs  Lonrho  switch 


be  ready  for  1999  euro 


THE  European  Commission  has  approved  the  transfer  of  Anglo 
American's  28  per  rent  stake  in  Lonrho  to  JCI.  the  South  African 
mining  group  which  is  in  bid  discussions  with  Lonrho.  The 
transfer  was  subject  to  a  series  of  conditions,  which  include 
Anglo  American,  the  Sooth  African  conglomerate,  dropping  its 
veto  over  certain  JCI  derisions.  Lonrho  wants  to  offer  around 
£450  million  for  the  group,  more  than  E1O0  million  below  the 
price  suggested  by  Mzi  KhumaJo,  JCCS  chairman. 


By  Janet  Bush,  economics  editor 


THE  Bank  of  England  ex¬ 
pressed  its  conviction  yester¬ 
day  that  London's  financial 
markets  will  be  ready  to  offer 
a  full  range  of  services  in  the 
euro  by  its  scheduled  start  in 
January  1999. 

However,  the  Bank,  which 
has  been  leading  City  prepara¬ 
tions.  was  sufficiently  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  inaction  by 
many  fond  managers  and 
insurance  companies  to  pick 
them  out  for  special  mention. 


John  Townend,  deputy  di¬ 
rector  at  the  Bank  of  England, 
said:  “They  can't  leave  every¬ 
thing  to  their  banks.  They 
must  focus  on  the  practical 
questions  themselves.  The  in¬ 
terface  between  these  com¬ 
panies  and  their  customers 
will  be  just  as  affected  as  the 
banks." 

Mr  Townend  was  sanguine 
about  the  preparations  being 
undertaken  by  banks  in 
London.  He  said  that,  as  far  as 


the  Bank  could  tell,  all  banks 
had  at  least  thought  about  the 
issue  of  the  single  currency 
and  were  considering  what 
measures  needed  to  be  taken. 

Mr  Townend  said  that  the 
major  banks  were  clearly  fur¬ 
ther  ahead  than  smaller  insti¬ 
tutions  but  that  he  saw  no 
difference  between  the  pre¬ 
paredness  of  leading  British- 
owned  —  as  opposed  to 
foreign-own  ed  —  banks. 

The  sixth  issue  of  the 


Bank’s  Practical  Issues  Aris¬ 
ing  from  the  Introduction  of 
ike  Euro ,  set  out  for  the  first 
time  tite  procedures  that  each 
company  will  have  to  under¬ 
take  on  the  weekend  before  the 
introduction  of  the  single 
currency. 

The  conversion  week  will 
span  December  31,  1998  to 
January  4, 1999. 

The  weekend  will  involve 
the  conversion  of  cash  ac¬ 
counts  in  the  national  central 


MPC  displays  unity  —  in  public 


By  Janet  Bush,  economics  editor 


THE  Bank  of  England's  mon¬ 
etary  policy  committee  put  on 
a  united  front  in  the  minutes 
of  its  November  meeting  pub¬ 
lished  yesterday  but  the  City 
remained  convinced  that  the 
committee  is  split  over  inter¬ 
est  rates. 

The  minutes  showed  that 
the  decision  to  raise  interest 
rales  by  *<  point  last  month 
was  unanimous.  But  the  text 


suggested  that  there  is  a  wide 
range  of  views. 

In  the  space  of  three  para¬ 
graphs,  the  minutes  put  for¬ 
ward  three  different  interpre¬ 
tations  of  the  economic 
evidence. 

The  first  was  that  “there 
was  a  case  for  not  changing 
interest  rates  this  month”.  The 
second  was  that  the  latest 
inflation  projection  did  not  in 


itself,  require  an  immediate 
increase  in  rates  but  that 
“given  the  opside  balance  of 
risks,  it  was  important  to  act 
now  to  meet  the  target”. 

The  third  interpretation 
was  that  a  t -point  rise  was 
needed  immediately  and  that 
some  further  increases  might 
be  necessary. 

The  minutes  repeatedly 
emphasised  the  great  degree 


of  uncertainty  with  which  the 
committee  is  battling. 

Michael  Saunders  of  Salo¬ 
mon  Smith  Barney  said:  “If 
rates  are  dose  to  their  peak, 
then  it  should  not  be  a 
surprise  to  see  an  argument  in 
the  MPC  (as  in  the  City)  over 
whether  to  hike  again.” 

The  committee  met  again 
early  this  month  and  derided 
to  leave  rates  unchanged. 


securities  systems  together 
with  redenomination  of  some 
or  all  of  tiie  outstanding  debt 
issues  of  “in”  governments. 
Even  “open  trades"  that  have, 
not  been  settled  yet  may  have 
to  be  converted  in  what  wfl!  be 
an  astonishingly .  complex 
operation. 

Mr  Townend  said.-  "It  is 
essential  that  everyone  under¬ 
stands  what  will  be -involved 
that  weekend.  There  is  no 
magic  wand.  A  lot  of  hard 
work  needs  to  done." 

The  onus,  is  cm  individual 
firms  to  be  ready  to  cope  with 
the  demands  of  that  weekend 
although  the  Bank  has  said 
thatitwill  standby  to  help. 

“It  is  vital  that  the  euro  gets 
off  to  a  good  start,”  Mr 
Tbwnend  said. 

It  is  not  envisaged  that  a 
synchronised  dry  run  will  be 
undertaken  because  of  the 
complexity  of  organising  so 
many  participants  that  will 
have  reached  different  stages 
of  preparedness.  ■ 

Yesterday's  report  also  de¬ 
tailed  highly  technical  work 
being  carried  out  in  payments 
and  settlement  systems. 


Takeover  bid  by  Dunloe 


DUNLOE  HOUSE,  the  property  development  and  invest¬ 
ment  company  based  in  the  Irish  Republic,  has  launched  a 
rr>.?s  million  takeover  bid  for  Ewart,  a  rival  property 
■  company.  Dunloe  is  offering  18  new  shares  for  every  five 
Ewart  shares,  valuing  each  Ewart  share  at  70p.  against 
yesterdays  price  of  67^ap.  There  is  a  cash  alternative  worth 
67p  a  share.  Noel  Smyth,  Dunloe  chairman,  holds  26  per  cent 
of  Ewart  through  a  private  investment  vehide. 


Stoves  to  acquire  rival 


STOVES  GROUP  has  agreed  to  acquire  New  World  Holdings,  a 
rival  UK  manufacturer  of  domestic  cookers  in  Warrington, 
Cheshire,  from  Merloni  Domestic  Appliances  for  £6.5  million. 
In  1996  New  World  earned  operating  profits  of  £56.000  after  a 
£15  million  charge  for  redundancies  on  turnover  of  E21.4 
million.  As  part  of  the  deal  Merloni  will  subscribe  for  800,000 
new  Stoves  shares  at  260p  a  share  at  a  total  cost  of  £2  million: 
Existing  Stoves  shares  were  unchanged  at  259p  yesterday. 


Wintrust  shares  jump 


SHARES  in  Wintrust,  the  family-run  merchant  banking 
group,  leapt  40p  to  400p  yesterday  as  interim  results  showed 
pre-tax  profits  up  from  £1.67  million  to  £1.9  million  m  the  six 
moqths  to  September  30.  Richard  Szpiixv  chairman  and 
managing  director,  said  .tiie  company  was  still  taking 
business  from  the  Hearing  banks  in  key  areas.  Earnings  per 
share  rose  21  per  cent  to  1328p.  The  company  will  pay  a  4-84p 
(4.4p)  interim  dividend  on  March  31. 


Treasury  accounting 
methods  challenged 


By  Robert  Bruce 


THE  Treasury  has  been  criti¬ 
cised  by  the  Accounting  Stan¬ 
dards  Board  (ASB)  for  using 
the  Private  Finance  Initiative 
(PF1)  to  reduce  the  public 
sector  borrowing  requirement 
(PSBR). 

New  accounting  rules  pro¬ 
posed  today  by  the  ASB  could 
oblige  rhe  Government  to 
revise  its  accounts  to  return 
many  transactions  deemed  to 
be  "off-balance  sheet  financ¬ 
ing"  back  within  the  PSBR. 

Under  the  PFI  some  £75 
billion  of  assets  like  roads, 
bridges,  hospitals  and  prisons 
are  being  constructed  by  pri¬ 
vate  sector  operators,  who 
then  use  the  assets  built  id 
provide  services  back  to  a 
public  sector  "purchaser".  The 


’’.v- 


Tweed  ie 


Treasury  has  argued  that  all 
the  Government  is  purchasing 
is  a  service. 

Under  FRS5,  Reporting  the 
Substance  of  Transactions. 


issued  in  1994,  companies 
cannot  push  assets  off  balance 
sheet  if  they  bear  the  profits  or 
losses  of  the  asset.  Sir  David 
Tweed  ie.  ASB  chairman,  said: 
“It  is  crucial  to  ensure  that 
those  transactions  that  give 
rise  to  liabilities  for  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  are  reported  as  such, 
so  that  Parliament  is  not 
misled  over  the  extent  of  the 
payments  that  it  is  committed 
to  make  in  the  future.” 

Sandra  Thompson,  project 
director  at  the  .ASB,  said:  “The 
concern  is  that  people  might 
just  add  more  and  more  risky 
services  to  justify  taking  the 
asset  off-balance  sheet.  But  in 
the  end  a  hospital,  for  exam¬ 
ple.  is  still  a  hospital  despite 
all  the  extra  bells  and  whistles, 
and  ir  is  still  the  Government's 
hospital." 


mer 


Car  insurance  rates 


must  rise,  says  study 


Oracle  chief 
loses  $2.2bn 


By  Susan  Emmett 


on  shares 


MOTOR  insurance  premiums 
will  have  to  rise  well  above  the 
rate  of  inflation  next  year  if 
insurance  companies  are  to 
make  a  profit,  according  to  a 
report  published  yesterday. 

Fierce  com  petition  in  the 
motor  insurance  market 
sparked  off  a  loss-making 
period  in  19%  which  could  last 
until  1999,  said  rhe  srudy  by 
Bacon  &  Woodrow,  the  actu¬ 
aries  and  consultants.  It 
warned  premium  rates  would 
have  to  increase  by  12  per  cent 
immediately  for  the  market  to 
break  even. 

Cheap  premiums  forced  by 
increasing  competition  within 


the  industry  have  been 
blamed  for  most  of  the  losses. 
Serious  injury  claims  in¬ 
creased  by  50  per  cent  in  the 
past  two  years.  The  authors 
attributed  the  rise  ro  a  more 
“iitigarion-consdous”  public, 
rather  than  an  increase  in  rhe 
number  of  accidents. 

Following  a  boom  period 
from  1993  to  1995.  it  is  forcast 
that  the  market  will  make  an 
operating  loss  of  18  per  cent  of 
premiums  in  1997.  improving 
slightly  in  1998  to  15  per  cent. 
The  authors  predict  that  the 
down-turn  could  force  many 
of  the  smaller  players  out  of 
the  market. 


From  Oliver  August 
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TOURIST  RATES 
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CanadaS . 
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Iceland  .™™, 
iwfcndPi 

braetShfa _ 

Italy  bra . 

Japan  Yen ^ 
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New  Zealand  S  2.83  2.65 

Norway  Kr . —  1253  11.65 

Portugal  Esc  ..  313.03  291 00 

SA&tca  FW  —  8.78  7.80 

Spain  Pla -  258  79  241.00 

Sweden  Kr  ....  (£69  12.59 

Switzerland  Ft  2.53  ZJ32 

Turkey  Lira  337038  317160 

USAS -  1.755  1.612 

Rates  tar  amaS  denonUnaJiQn  tnnk 
nc*»  Only  as  suppled  by  Barclays  Bank 
PIC.  Dflerent  rales  apply  to  traveler's 
ehaquas.  Rates  os  st  ctoaa.of  tracing 
yecanday  f 


Turkey  Lira _ 

USAS _ 


LARRY  ELUSON.  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  Grade,  the  US  tech¬ 
nology  company,  had  $22.  bill¬ 
ion  (£13  billion]  wiped  off  his 
share  portfolio  in  a  single  day 
after  giving  a  profit  warning. 

Orade  shares  fell  30  per 
cent,  cutting  $10  billion  from 
its  $32  billion  market 
capitalisation.  Mr  Ellison, 
who  founded  the  company, 
has  a  25  per  cent  stake, 
making  him  one  of  the  richest 
men  in  America. 

Estimating  his  personal  for¬ 
tune  at  $9  billion  this  year, 
Forbes  magazine  ranked  him 
fourth  wealthiest  but  the  share 
slide  has  pushed  him  back  to 
seventh  place. 

Mr  Ellison's  loss  is  the 
biggest  single  day  loss  on 
record  for  an  investor,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Compensation  Re¬ 
source  Group.  When  shares 
plunged  in  October.  Bill  Gates 
lost  S1.S  billion  and  funds 
managed  by  George  Soros  lost 
$2  billion. 

Orade  blamed  lower  than 
expected  sales  and  profits  on 
problems  in  Asia  but  analysts 
and  fund  managers  said  it  has 
pricing  problems.  J 


PaliDiPilot 


Buy 

a  PalmPilot 
Professional 
and  get 
your  free 
Christmas  gift! 


YAj  ifr  PalmPilot  stay  in  touch  with  your  moat 
V  V  important  information:  address  boot- 
agenda,  memo  pad,  to-do-list  dr  even  your  email  with 
PalmPilot  Professional.  HotSync  technology  lets'  you' 
synchronise  data  with  your  PC  at  a  touch  of  a  button. 


For  more  information  about  PalmPilot  call  freephone  0800  7311064 
or  visit  our  web  site:  www.palrapilot.com 


N  MlMTUir:  If  you  buy  a  PalmPilot 
Professional  between  November  lSh.1997  and  January  15th,  1998,  choose  a 
free  Christmas  gift:  one  of  the  coloured  protective  cases  or  a  HotSync  cable  for 
convenient  synchronisation  on  foe  road.  Pteasefirid  a'  detailed  description  of  the  offer 
.on  each  PalmPilot  Professional  box.  The  Merry  Pa^ 
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the  times  Thursday  December  11 1997 


British  Land's  most  recent 
annua  report  is  scattered 
wrtft;  elegant  photographs 
“  ™  Naflonal  GaUerylndte 

eontr^ts.  There  is  also  a  photo¬ 
graph  of  John  Rithlat  S 
out  from  a  gilded  frame.  Th? 

J"  >iaJ  fc™e  of 
mind."  reads  the  caption 

dtfS***  figures  ^  B™- 

“h  Land  gave  reasons  for  the 
chairman  to  be  jolly.  Profits  are 
motoring  and  the  market  is 
moving  in  the  rent  collector’s 

J3HT-  £10°  to 
splash  out  during  the  financial 
year  on  banging  a  series  of 
ambitious  projects  to  fruition. 

,u  *  °?e  Wlt^1  *e  Jaundiced  view 
that  long  memories  tend  to 
produce  look  at  the  banks’  cur¬ 
rent  enthusiasm  f™- 


Thwarted  Ritblat  on  the  prowl 


incarnation  of  the  popular  image 
of  the  property  developer,  is  one 
of  the  few  members  of  the  species 
that  has  lived  through  boom  and 
bust  and  come  out  smiling. 

This  time  round,  he  is  con¬ 
fident  that  a  scarcity  of  top 
quality  space  in  the  right  places 
will  ensure  his  properties  will 
remain  in  favour.  His  ability  to 
negotiate  deals,  on  financing  as 
well  as  sites,  harks  back  to  his 
past  as  an  estate  agent 

The  property  market  is  his 
element,  but  some  British  Land 
shareholders,  who  have  beat  well 
served  by  the  sharp-suited  chair¬ 
man,  are  muttering  about 
whether  they  might  do  even  better 
if  he  were  to  concentrate  all  his 


dynamism  on  British  Land.  In¬ 
stead,  he  is  chairman  of  MiJner 
Group,  the  innocuous  imprima¬ 
tur  bestowed  on  his  former 
Conrad  Ritblat  estate  agency 
business  after  its  merger  with  the 
Speciality  Shops  retail  property 
chain.  Even  after  die  merger, 
Ritblat  has  a  share  holding  big 
enough  to  maintain  his  interest 
in  Milner,  which  has  been  mov¬ 
ing  rapidly  away  from  its  estate 
agency  roots.  For  instance,  Mil¬ 
ner  buys  pubs,  so  does  British 
Land.  Is  it  easy  to  decide  which 
company  gets  which  deal? 

Then  there  is  the  private 
property  company.  Freehold 
Portfolio  Estates,  run  by  son 
Jamie,  like  any  generous  father, 
Ritblat  has  put  up  cash  for 
Jamie’s  venture  and  it  would  be 
surprising  if  he  were  not  to  offer 
ideas  and  advice  as  well. 

Clearly,  Ritblat  believes  that 
he  can  avoid  any  conflict  of 
interest  and  the  recent  deals  he 
has  pulled  off  for  British  Land 
indicate  that  he  has  certainly 
been  concentrating  hard  on  the 
company.  Partnering  up  with  the 
likes  of  GUS  and  Rank  take  him. 
at  relatively  minor  risk,  into  vast 
new  areas  of  opportunity. 

For  the  time  being,  however,  it 
seems  that  he  is  to  be  deprived  of 
the  challenge  he  really  craved.  As 


COMMENTARY 

by  our  City  Editor 


MEPC  sat  on  the  sidelines  of  the 
recent  excitements  in  the  sector, 
Ritblat  was  keen  to  make  a  bid. 
But  MEPC  shareholders  could 
not  be  persuaded  to  agree  in 
advance  to  his  overtures.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  risk  a  contested 
fight  and  now  it  seems  that 

James  Turkey  has  persuaded  his 
investors  to  grant  him  contin¬ 
uing  independence.  If  that  has 
left  Ritblat  feeling  frustrated,  do 
not  expect  him  to  wait  long 
before  seeking  new  excitements. 

At  Liberty  to  keep 
the  status  quo 

The  meeting  of  Liberty' 
shareholders  today  prom¬ 
ises  to  be  extraordinary  in 
every  sense.  Will  there  be  a 
preponderance  of  the  pretty 
prints  with  which  die  store's 
name  has  become  synonymous? 
Will  the  formidable  Mrs  Eliza¬ 
beth  Stewart  Liberty  have 
searched  Liberty's  millinery 


department  to  provide  herself 
with  a  suitable  hat  for  the 
occasion,  with  the  benefit  of  a 
suitable  shareholder  discount? 
Will  there  be  gentlemen  with 
bushy  beards  in  attendance, 
representatives  of  the  Merchant 
Navy  Pension  Fund?  And  if  so, 
just  where  will  they  sit  among 
this  largely  family  gathering  that 
will  be  fraught  with  more  ten¬ 
sions  than  the  Forsythes. 

If  the  Merchant  Navy  Pension 
Fund  does  vote  its  5  per  cent 
stake  with  the  Stewart  Liberty 
faction,  or  even  abstain,  then  the 
game  is  up  for  Denis  Cassidy 
and  his  team,  who  never  did 
stand  much  of  a  chance  after 
being  ambushed  by  the  ulikely 
combination  of  Brian  Myerson 
and  his  one-time  opponent,  Mrs 
Stewart  Liberty. 

Perhaps  the  Navy  men  feel 
they  owe  Myerson  a  favour  since 
it  was,  apparently,  they  who 
helped  him  amass'  his  stake  in 
Liberty,  at  a  significantly  higher 
price  than  today's.  But,  other 


than  goodwill,  it  is  hard  to  see 
why  impartial  investors  should 
choose  to  vote  their  shares  with 
the  unlikely  partnership  that  is 
set,  so  determinedly,  on  booting 
our  the  board. 

Cassidy's  record  is  not  one 
betraying  a  consistent  relation¬ 
ship  with  Midas,  but  at 
Boddingtons  he  did  lead  the 
former  brewer  successfully 
through  a  remarkable  turn¬ 
around.  Among  his  other  ven¬ 
tures.  there  is  little  to  boast 
about. 

At  Liberty,  his  strategy  is  by  no 
means  proven,  but  his  heavy 
investment  plans  for  the  Regent 
Street  store  had.  not  so  long  ago. 
been  given  the  blessing  of  Mrs 
Stewan  liberty.  What  Mr 
Myerson  said  "to  change  her 
mind,  we  shall  never  know.  But 
he  has  said  precious  little  to 
persuade  shareholders  that  they 
will  do  any  better  with  he  and 
Odile  Griffiths  on  the  board. 
There  is  a  touch  of  Hans  Ander¬ 
son  in  the  way  that  Ms  Griffiths 


has  been  transformed  from  ,1 
minor  corporate  financier  into 
ihe  adviser  to  the  Stewart  Li  hern- 
family  who  is  now  being  pur  up 
for  a  sear  on  the  Li  berry  "board. 

Myerscin's  record  is  as  mixed 
as  Cassidy's  and  his  plans  for  the 
company  unexplained.  Share* 
holders  should  all  forget  family 
loyalties  and  quarrels  and  stick 
with  rhe  board. 

Details  due, 

Mr  Robinson 

Phew!  Middle  England  can 
relax.  It  seems' that  the 
maximum  £50,000  tax  re¬ 
lief  on  savings  that  Pay  master 
General  Geoffrey  Robinson  so 
adamantly  defended  last  week  is 
not  enshrined  in  government 
policy.  Well,  no  more  than  the 
banning  of  tobacco  sponsorship 
on  motor  racing,  anyhow. 

The  message  now  is  that  the 
details  of  the  new  Individual 
Savings  Account  (Isa)  are  all  un 
for  grabs.  After  all.  what  Mr 
Robinson  unveiled  last  week  was 
merely  a  discussion  paper.  In 
which  case,  it  very'  effectively 
started  the  debate  rolline. 

The  level  of  tax  relie?  is  onlv 
one  aspect  of  many  about  Isa 
which  need  to  be’  rethought. 


While  the  Government  may  be 
wary  of  upsetting  the  750.000  — 
sorry\  make  that  350.000  —  who 
would  feel  penalised  by  a  E50.000 
limit,  it  also  needs  10  consider  (he 
needs  of  those  at  the  other  end  of 
ihe  savings  scale,  the  people  who 
have  nothing  put  aside  anil 
about  whom  the  Chancellor  is 
genuinely  concerned. 

'  The  system  that  will  attract 
them  to  save  needs  to  be  simple 

and  convenient.  But  if  withdraw¬ 
ing  money'  is  as  simple  and 
painless  as  putting  it  in.  the  sad 
fact  is  that  the  people  with  (he 
smallest  nest  egg  will  be  tempted 
the  most. 

If  Isa  is  to  be  a  success,  the 
Paymaster  General  needs  to 
listen  hard  to  what  the  savings 
industry  has  to  say.  And  his 
posiriun  as  the  man  in  charge  of 
savings  would  be  easier  it'  he 
could'answer  the  questions  that 
remain  over  his  own  fortunate 
savings  position. 

Swift  reactions 

IN  HIS  "periodic  review  of 
Railtrack's  access  charges".  John 
Swift,  the  rail  regulator,  devotes 
55  pages  to  platitudes  about 
giving' all  parties  rhree-and-a- 
half  'years  to  discuss  a  new- 
charging  structure.  Then  he  has 
a  seven-page  "technical  appen¬ 
dix"  in  which  he  says  that 
Railtrack’s  return  un  capiral 
should  be  linle  more  than  6  per 
cent.  G insult  all  he  may,  but 
Swift  appears  already  decided  on 
one  of  the  most  vital  issues. 


Windfall  factor 
helps  Airtours 
profits  to  soar 


By  Marianne  Curphey 

AIRTOURS.  the  second-larg¬ 
est  UK  tour  operator,  celebrat¬ 
ed  its  tenth  year  since  listing 
on  the  London  Stock  Ex¬ 
change  yesterday  with  an 
almost  40  per  cent  jump  in 
full-year  pre-tax  profits  to 
£120.3  million  (£86.8  million). 

Although  the  figures  exceed¬ 
ed  expectations,  the  shares  fell 
32b  p  to  £12.02.  Analysts  said 
fhe  fall  was  partially  because 
of  profit-taking. 

The  company,  whose  chair¬ 
man  is  David  Crossland  and 
chief  executive  Harry  Page,  said 
evidence  of  the  “windfall  effect" 

—  a  rise  in  consumer  spending 
after  the  free  shares  handed  out 
by  converting  building  societies 

—  was  now  dear.  Its  bookings 
for  winter  1997-98  are  11  percent 
higher  than  the  previous  year, 

•.while  bookings  for  summer 
•I94S  are  15  per  cent  ahead. 
Families  are  upgrading  holi¬ 
days  and  travelling  further. 

The  company  also  used  the 
year-end  results  to  September 
io  announce  a  board  reshuffle 
and  a  proposed  rwo-for-one 
capitalisation  issue  which  will 
be  put  before  shareholders  at 
January's  annual  meeting. 
Harry  Coe.  depuiy  chief  exec¬ 
utive  and  finance  director,  has 
been  promoted  to  group  man¬ 
aging  director  and  his  deputy, 
Tim  Byrne,  is  to  join  the  board 
as  group  finance  director. 

Airtours*  sales  director  and 
purchasing  director  were 
V  poached  in  September  by  Ln- 
'  spirations  but  are  stfll  with  the 
company  and  Mr  Coe  said 
rhey  were  being  held  to  their 
contracts  for  another  year. 

Analysts  were  looking  for 


Tim  Byrne,  left  David  Crossland  and  Harry  Page  celebrated 


an  update  on  the  Monopolies 
and  Mergers  Commission  in¬ 
vestigation  into  vertical  inte¬ 
gration  in  the  travel  industry. 
The  report  has  been  passed  to 
the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  but  Mr  Coe  said  he 
did  not  expect  a  derision  until 
at  least  the  end  of  January. 

The  regulator  is  concerned 
that  Airtours  and  rival  Thom¬ 
son  may  be  using  their  size 
and  market  dominance  to 
promote  their  own  holidays  in 
their  own  travel  agency  shops 
at  the  expense  of  other  opera¬ 
tors'  packages.  Mr  Coe  said 


Airtours  had  £400  million  of 
capital  at  the  year  end  and 
would  “continue  to  expand  our 
overseas  business  interests  to 
provide  a  balance  to  our  UK 
earnings".  Rumours  continue 
to  circulate  that  it  plans  a  large 
acquisition  in  North  America. 

Turnover  was  £22  billion 
(E1.7  billion)  and  fully  diluted 
earnings  per  share  were 
59.04p  |45.63p).  The  board  is 
recommending  a  final  divi¬ 
dend  of  I6p  which  gives  a  year 
total  of  20p  (16p). _ 
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NFC  pins 
hopes  for 
growth 
onUS 

By  Paul  Durman 


NFG  the  transport  group  that 
owns  the  Pickfords  removals 
firm,  is  looking  to  the  US  to 
breathe  new  life  into  its  prof¬ 
its  growth.  Geny  Murphy, 
chief  executive,  said  the  North 
American  logistics  market  is 
growing  by  about  18  per  cent  a 
year  —  against  the  5  per  cent 
seen  in  the  UK  market,  where 
NFC  and  its  Exel  Logistics 
arm  has  its  largest  business. 

Expanding  business  from 
existing  US  clients  including 
Compaq,  Hewlett  Packard, 
and  Exxon  helped  NFC  to 
improve  its  Norti  American 
profits  by  4  per  cent  to  £26.6 
million  in  the  year  to  Septem¬ 
ber  30  —  equivalent  to  a  12  per 
cent  rise  after  adjusting  far 
currency  changes. 

The  10  per  cent  improve¬ 
ment  from  the  UK  business  to 
£66  million  of  operating  prof¬ 
its  was  driven  by  reorgan¬ 
isation  and  disposals.  Sales 
were  unchanged  at  £1.06  bil¬ 
lion.  and  fell  by  1  per  cent  m 
the  continuing  businesses. 

The  reorganisation  of  the 
UK  and  continental  opera¬ 
tions  has  cost  £49  million, 
contributing  to  a  fail  in  pre¬ 
tax  profits  from  £1052  million 
to  ES7.8  million.  However, 
after  stripping  out  exceptional 
items,  pre-tax  profits  show  a  9 
per  cent  rise  to  £115.6  million. 

NFC  may  consider  handing 
cash  back  to  shareholders  as  it 
seeks  to  deal  with  its  compli¬ 
cated  balance  sheet  which 
includes  long-term  debt  and 
net  cash  of  £53.4  million.  Mr 
Murphy  said  it  may  deal  with 
the  problem  by  making  acqui¬ 
sitions.  NFC  plans  an  un¬ 
changed  dividend  of  7.1p.  with 
the  42>p  final  due  on  March  2. 
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British  Land  profits  ahead  51% 


By  Richard  Miles 


RISING  rents  and  the  general 
economic  upturn  have  helped 
to  boost  interim  profits  at 
British  Land,  the  property 
group,  by  51  per  cent  to  £51.6 
million  (See  Commentary,  this 
page).  ,  . 

John  Ritblat.  chairman, 
said  the  bumper  profits  were 
the  result  of  a  derision  five -or 
six  years  ago  to  liquidate 
many  of  its  investments,  so 
*  allowing  the  company  to  turn 


over  its  entire  property 
portfolio. 

Since  the  early  1990s.  Brit¬ 
ish  Land  has  bought  a  num¬ 
ber  of  large  commercial 
properties  at  the  bottom  of  the 
market,  specialising  in  City 
and  West  End  of  London  sites, 
as  well  as  in  retail  and  leisure 
properties.  In  consequence. 
British  Land  has  trebled  gross 
assets  to  £5.S  billion. 

Mr  Ritblat  said  current 


London  office  rents,  now  ex¬ 
ceeding  £40  per  sq  ft  re¬ 
mained  lower  in  real  terms 
than  their  pre-recession  levels 
in  1989. 

However,  prospects  for  the 
company  were  good,  with 
further  reductions  in  business 
rates  next  year,  lower  building 
management  overheads  and 
the  general  economic  upturn. 

Joint  ventures  have  figured 
large  in  British  Land's  recent 


investment  strategy,  including 
a  £960  million  tie-up  with 
Great  Universal  Stores  and  a 
£161  alliance  with  Rank. 

Mr  Ritblat  said  that  a 
number  of  further  joint  ven¬ 
tures  were  under  discussion, 
but  it  was  too  soon  to  give 
details. 

British  Uind  raised  its  inter¬ 
im  dividend  by  5.14  per  cent  to 
3.07p.  Shares  in  the  company 
closed  5p  up  at  665p. 
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Pizza  Hut  group 
takes  £300m  hit 

From  Oliver  August  in  new  york 


TRICON,  the  £3  billion  Amer¬ 
ican  group  that  runs  360 
restaurants  in  the  UK,  has 
taken  a  £300  million  charge 
against  profits  two  months 
after  being  spun-off  by  Pepsi. 

Investors  had  not  been  giv¬ 
en  warning  of  the  plan  to  close 
down  or  sell  1.400  Pizza  Hut. 
KFC  and  Taco  Bell  businesses 
at  the  demerger.  The  group 
said  plans  for  UK  closures  and 
sales  had  not  been  finalised 
but  around  35  restaurants 
could  be  affected. 

Tricon  will  remain  the 
world's  largest  restaurant 
group,  with  20,000  outlets, 
ahead  of  McDonalds.  The 
restructuring  plan  amounts  to 


the  loss  of  almost  10  per  cent  of 
Tricon's  fast  food  outlets.  The 
group  said  the  UK  was  consid¬ 
ered  a  growth  area  but  the 
impact  of  the  plan  may  still  be 
severe.  Many  of  its  UK  restau¬ 
rants  are  believed  to  be  on 
marginal  sites  and  in  need  of 
refurbishment.  The  group's 
main  growth  area  is  Asia. 
Most  of  ihe  closures  will  occur 
in  America,  where  almost  600 
restaurants  will  close. 

Andrall  Pearson,  ihe  73- 
year-old  chief  executive,  said: 
“Our  commitment  to  share¬ 
holders  was  to  take  decisive 
action  to  drive  cash  flow  and 
execute  a  more  focused  operat¬ 
ing  strategy.” 


TI  pulling  out 
venture  with 


By  Adam  Jones 

AMID  pressure  for  further 
European  aerospace  consolida¬ 
tion.  TI  Group  provided  a 
cautionary  tale  yesterday  when 
it  withdrew  from  a  joint  ven¬ 
ture  with  Snecma  of  France. 

TI.  whose  chairman  is  Sir 
Christopher  Lewimon,  is  sell¬ 
ing  its  50  per  cent  stake  in 
Messier-Dowty.  which  makes 
aircraft  landing  gear,  to 
Snecma  for  £207.5  million. 
The  announcement  came  a 
day  after  France.  Germany 
and  the  UK  called  for  closer 
integration  of  European  aero¬ 
space  and  defence  electronics 
businesses. 

Messier-Dowty  made  an  op¬ 
erating  profit  of  £22  million  on 
turnover  of  £247  million  in 


Lewinton:  cautionary'  tale 

19%.  Its  9  per  cent  margin  is 
less  ihan  the  industry  average, 
one  analyst  said,  held  back  by 
the  difficulty  of  tuning  staff  in 
France.  Martin  .Angle,  TI  fi¬ 


nance  director,  said  ihe  re- 
lums  were  nut  good  enough 
for  a  UK  public  company  and 
single  ownership  was  the  only 
solution.  The  joint  venture 
was  sei  up  in  January  1W5. 

TI  is  likely  to  spend  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  on  bolt-on 
acquisitions,  wiih  about  £*>00 
million  available.  A  repair 
business  owned  by  TI  is 
included  in  the  sale.  It  made  a 
profit  of  £2  million  on  turn¬ 
over  of  £32  million  in  1996.  TI 
shares  fell  from  531  p  to  513*2 p. 
□  TI  was  ejected  from  the 
FTSE-100  yesterday  with  Blue 
Circle  and  RMC.  and  replaced 
by  Mercury  .Asset  Manage¬ 
ment.  British  Energy  and 
Anivescap. 

Tempus.  page  30 


Colloids  asks 
for  support 
from  holders 

ALLIED  COLLOIDS,  the 
Bradford  chemicals  com¬ 
pany  contesting  a  £1.1  bil¬ 
lion  takeover  bid.  is  asking 
its  shareholders  to  put 
their  faith  in  rising  profit 
margins,  improved  manu¬ 
facturing  efficiencies,  sav¬ 
ings  on  raw  materials  and 
strong  sales  growth  (Paul 
Durman  writes). 

In  iLs  first  defence  docu¬ 
ment,  Allied  Colloids 
urged  its  shareholders  to 
reject  the  I55p  a  share  offer 
from  Hercules  of  ihe  US. 
The  bid  fundamentally  un¬ 
dervalued  ihe  company. 
Colloids  said.  Hercules 
said  its  target  was  painting 
a  rosy  picture. 

The  shares  stayed  at  I67p. 


How  many  times  a  day  do  you  see  someone  print  out  a  document  and  then  carry  it  over  to  the 
.  copier?  If  you  had  an  Aficio  system  from  Ricoh  the  answer  would  be  zero.  You  can  connect  it  to 
multiple  work  stations,  giving  everyone  the  additional  flexibility  they  need. 

For  over  60  years,  we  have  focused  our  approach  to  design  and  technology  •  ™ 

on  our  customers'  needs.  We  are  dedicated  to  creating  solutions  that 

make  complex  tasks  easy,  and  routine  jobs  effortless.  And  bs  pioneers 

of  digital  Imaging,  we  are  at  the  forefront  of  Simplifying  the  never  ending  complexities  your 

business  must  face  new,  and  in  the  future.  After  all.  having  a  copier,  printer  and  a  fox  at  your 

fingertips  makes  life  a  lot  easier. 


1  ;[•?-* £ /  ?•  Eex-Rioy  /Gesteiner 


For  more  information  about  the  Aficio  series,  contact: 
Ricoh  U.K.  Ud.  FreePhone:  0800303050,  Fax:  0181-251-4004 
NRG  Group  Limited.  Tel:  0500-102-103,  Fax:  01604-24812 
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Stock  Market  Writer 
of  the  Year 


GKN  shares  drop  46p 
in  day  of  hard  knocks 


SHARES  in  GKN,  Britain's 
biggest  engineer,  were  sent 
reeling  by  a  series  of  bearish 
stories  doing  the  rounds  in  the 
Square  Mile.  The  shares  were 
left  nursing  a  fall  of  46p  at 
E12.64.  wiping  £162  million 
from  its  £4.6  billion  price  tag. 

The  slide  was  initiated  by 
the  news  that  Renault,  the 
French  car  maker,  had  turned 
to  NNT.  one  of  GRIM'S  Japa¬ 
nese  rivals,  with  an  order  far 
bearings.  This  may  have  given 
some  weighr  to  BZW's  appar¬ 
ent  decision  to  move  GKN 
from  a  "buy"  to  a  “hold”, 
thereby  farther  undermining 
the  shares. 

The  tough  conditions  facing 
GKN  were  also  underlined  by 
news  of  a  profits  warning  in 
the  US  from  Tenneco.  There 
was  also  talk  that  GKN's 
Westland  helicopter  division 
had  lost  a  major  contract.  By 
the  close  of  business  three 
million  GKN  shares  had 
changed  hands. 

Share  prices  generally 
closed  above  their  worst  levels 
of  the  day.  having  been 
marked  sharply  lower  in  the 
wake  of  losses  overnight  in  the 
US  and  Far  East. 

At  one  stage,  the  FTSE  100 
Index  was  down  almost  80 
points,  bur  enjoyed  a  late  rally 
with  the  help  of  selective 
support  among  financials. 
This  enabled  it  to  shrug  off  an 
opening  fall  of  more  than  100 
points  on  Wall  Street  to  close 
46.4  down  at  5.103.7.  Trading 
conditions  were  thin,  with 
total  turnover  reaching  only 
773  million  shares. 

The  title  of  worst  performer 
among  blue  chips  went  to 
Rafl  track.  with  the  price  drop¬ 
ping  84p  to  996p,  reflecting  a 
periodic  review  by  the  indus¬ 
try  regulator. 

That  overnight  turmoil  in 
Far  Eastern  markets  took  its 
toll  on  die  usual  dutch  of 
companies  with  exposure  to 
that  region.  Incfacape  shed 
16‘ap  at  186‘2p  with  the  help  of 
a  “sell”  recommendation  from 
Merrill  Lynch,  the  broker, 
while  there  were  also  losses 
for  HSBC  83p  to  £1620. 
Standard  Chartered.  35p  to 
72Sp.  and  Cable  &  Wireless 
b^ptoSSS'ip. 

The  reason  for  the  sharp 
jump  in  the  Christie*  Inter¬ 
national  share  price  just  24 
hours  after  the  breakdown  of 
bid  talks  became  apparent 
yesterday,  when  it  emerged 
that  the  original  bidder  had 
come  back  with  fresh  propos¬ 
als.  The  Christie’s  share  price 
responded  with  a  jump  of  31p 
to  306p,  far  a  two-day  gain  of 


Better  news  from  Roger  Young,  left  and  John  Gray,  finance 
director,  of  Scottish  HydnhElectric,  added  44p  to  the  shares 


53!2p.  Speculators  say  the 
bidder  could  be  Sothebys,  its 
biggest  rival,  which  is  itself 
fending  off  a  possible 
predator. 

Sir  Geoffrey  Mulcahy,  the 
Kingfisher  boss,  confirmed 
that  trading  in  the  rur>-up  to 
the  aJI-important  Christmas 
period  was  proving  difficult 
This  left  the  shares  down 
22l2p  at  The  British 


Retail  Consortium  said  this 
week  sales  growth  has  been 
slowing  to  its  lowest  since 
April  last  year.  Kingfisher's 
COmet  subsidiary  is  contin¬ 
uing  to  increase  market  share, 
which  must  be  bad  news  for 
Dixons,  its  biggest  rival,  down 
17p  at  618‘xp  after  touching 
606p.  Other  retailers  affected 
included  Argos,  down  20p  at 
596]2p,  Mariks  &  Spencer,  4p 
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CREDIT  Lyonnais  Laing, 
the  broker,  has  suddenly 
turned  bearish  of  the  food 
retailers  and  claims  the 
sector  is  fast  running  out  of 
steam.  Its  “safe  haven” 
status  also  appears  to  be  a 
thing  of  the  past  It  is  not 
robust  enough  to  trade  at 
current  levels  for  a  pro¬ 
longed  period. 

J  Sains  bury,  down  7p  at 
510p.  and  Tesco,  1  >ap  lighter 
at  504 ^p,  have  both  gone 
on  the  “sdl"  list  with  laing 
urging  clients  to  start  tak¬ 
ing  profits.  Analyst  Paul 
S middy  reckons  that  Asda. 
steady  at  174*2p,  and 
Safeway.  17p  stronger  at 


355p,  represent  the  best 
value  for  money  and  he 
does  not  rule  out  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  Asda  making  a  bid 
for  Safeway  before  too 
long. 

Moves  by  Tesco  to  pro¬ 
ride  extra  customer  service 
while  staying  open  longer 
hours  wfll  eventually  im¬ 
pact  on  gross  margins. 

Instead  he  looks  to  the 
second  liners  with  “buy" 
recommendations  in  Ice¬ 
land.  2p  better  at  I30p. 
Somerfidd,  Ip  dearer  at 
ZOl'ap,  Watson  &  Philip,  6p 
cheaper  at  456 ^p,  and 
Thorntons,  unchanged  at 
240p. 
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lower  at  620p.  Boots,  26p 
dieaper  at  S70p,  and  Next  14p 
off  at  . 

HP  Bulmcr  rounded  off  a 
dismal  time  of  late  for  Brit¬ 
ain’s  ridermakers  by  report' 
frig  lower  profits  and  tough 
trading  conditions-  The  shares 
fell  15p  to  392]ap.  The  news 
came  just  24  hours  after  rival 
Matthew  Clark  saw  its  shares 
slump  to  a  new  low  after 
issuing  a  profits  warning.  The 
price  receded  a  further  lp  to 
182’ap. 

England  and  Wales  have 
become  growth  markets  for 
Scottish  Hydro-Electric,  one 
of  Scotland's  two  power  gener¬ 
ators,  where  Roger  Young  is 
chief  executive.  The  shares 
were  4'ap  better  at  494p‘an 
hearing  interim  results.  The 
group  has  moved  south  in 
order  to  counter  lower  earn¬ 
ings  in  Scotland. 

It  was  the  first  day  of 
dealings  on  AIM  fra*  Razor- 
back  Vehicles,  an  Australian 
company  specialising  in  die 
conversion  of  Volkswagen 
transporters.  The  shares  failed 
to  make  much  headway,  end¬ 
ing  the  session  at  102‘ap. 

Aston  Villa'S  two-goal  vic¬ 
tory  over  Steaua  Bucharest 
not  only  took  it  through  to  the 
next  round  of  the  UEFA  Cup. 
but  also  lifted  its  share  price 
20pto707I2p. 

□  GILT-EDGED;  A  late  rally 
enabled  bond  prices  to  daw 
back  early  falls  to  dose  near 
their  best  levels,  with  small 
gains  on  the  day.  Sentiment 
had  been  dented  early  on  by 
publication  of  the  minutes  fair 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Bank  of 
England  Monetary  Policy 
Committee,  it  showed  that  the 
decision  to  raise  rates  in 
November  was  voted  «hi  unan¬ 
imously.  This  and  the  latest 
auction  brought  gloom  to  die 
shorter  end  of  the  market. 

The  issue  of  £2  billion 
Treasury  6.5  per  cent 2003  was 
just  1.77  times  subscribed, 
slightly  below  most 
expectations. 

In  the  futures  pit  the  March 
series  of  the  long  gilt  was  £3ia 
better  at  E1209!*  as  59,000 
contras  were  completed. 

In  longs.  Treasury  8  percent 
2021  finished  £3s  better  at 
ELZO^ie.  while  in  shorts  Trea¬ 
sury  7Ji  per  cent  2002  shed 
E1 16  at  £101732. 

□  NEW  YORK:  Share  losses 
deepened  as  JP  Morgan  slid 
after  saying  its  fourth-quarter 
revenues  were  lower  because 
of  unsettled  markets.  The 
Dow  Jones  industrial  average 
was  73.10  points  down  at 
7,71656. 
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THE  key  to  making  money  as  a  tour  operator 
is  to  reduce-  due  number  of  holidays  sold  at 
discounted  rates  at  the  end  of  the  summer, 
and  to  find  strong  winter  sales  to  offset 
cashflow  problems  :it  the  year  end.  A  simple 
concept,-  but  the  .execution. is  notoriously 
difficult  Holiday  company  earnings  are  often 
volatile;  and  the  less  wefi-mahaged  operators 
suffer  from  losses  in  the  off-peak  season:  - 
.  Airttwre'  record  results  yesterday  dfimohr. 
strated  that  thecompany  has  got  to  grips  wifti 
both  problems.  Expansion  into  Scandinavia 
and  North  America  guarantees  earnings,  in 
die  winter. months  wren  companies  selling 
purely  to  the  UK.  market  tniditkxnally  make 


Keeping  a  tight  rein  on  capacity  for  next 
year  means  that  Airtpun  stands  a  good  chance 
of  increasing  die  number  of  holidays  sold  at 


brochure  prices.  The  industry  as  a  whole 
seems  to  have  learnt  from  its  past  mistakes.  In 
a  high-volume,  tow-margin  business,  such  as 
tour  operating,  chasing  market  share  only 
leads  to  lower  prices  overall. 

The  shares  would  be  a  strong  buy  tf  it  were 
not  for  the  MMC  report,  wfadi  is  hanging 
over '  Airtouis  and/  Thomson,  the  market 
leader.  Analysts  believe  that  the  DTI  wfll 
force  both  companies  to  clarify  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  their  operating  arms  and  high 
street  travel  agencies.  A  worst  case  stenario 
would  involve  both  being  forced  to  sdl  their 
agency  shops.  The  market  would  be  happy 
enough  to  see  Airtours  spend  its  spare  cadi  cat 
a  North  American  acquisition,  but  less 
comfortable  with  a  rights  issue  to  fund  it  Fair 
value  for  investors  willing  to  sit  out  a  few 
months  of  turbulence. . 


NFC 

SHAREHOLDERS,  in  NFC, 
have  had  to  endure  a  miser¬ 
able  few  years  but- die  com¬ 
pany  may  be  beginning  to 
turn  the  corner.  It  is  proba¬ 
bly  unwise  to  say  so,  but 
even  its  restructnring  seems 
to  have  come  to  an  end. 

While  the  main-  problem 
businesses  have  cither  gome 
or  been  sorted  out  it  must 
find  a  way  to  grow.  More 
than  .40 .  per  cent  -  of  tile 
group’s  £2.4  billion  of  safes 
are  in  the  mature  UK  mar- 
ket  where  the  emphasis  is  on 
improving  profits  by  concen¬ 
trating  on  the  better  busi¬ 
nesses  rather  than  inc¬ 
reasing  overall  sales.  " . 

NFC  has  been  investing  in 
Asia  Pacific-  but  tine  bruits  of 
this  will  be  delayed  by  the 
turmoil  in  the  region. 
Europe,  winch  made  .£7.8 
million  on  £322.4  million  of 
sales,  looks  to  hie.  riddled1 


with  problems  that  only 
'begin  with  the  striking 
.  French  lorry  driven. 

Hence  the  enthusiasm  for 
North  America  where  the 
strong  economy'  and  the 
>  increasing  willingness  to 
cnitspurpe  logistics  manage¬ 
ment  give  NFC  real  cause  for 
-optimisixL  However,  work¬ 
ing  for  the  computer  and 
electro  tries  industries  does 


give  it  exposure  to  any  slow¬ 
down  ■tfeniming  from  Asia. 

Oil  most  reckonings,  the 
group  is  heading  for  profits 
of  £130  million  this  year,  or 
about  lL5p  of  earnings.  With 
the  shares  at  145p.  the  multi¬ 
ple  works  out  at  less  than  13 
times.  That  looks  reason- 
.able,  particularly  with  pos¬ 
sible  support  to  come  from  a 
share  buyback. 


NOT  DEUVERffM  THE  GOODS 


TI  Group 


LIKE  Leonard  Bast,  the  pom 
and  decent  chap  who  slips 
further  and  further  away 
from  respectable  society  in 
E.M.  Forster'S  Howards 
End,  H  Group  was  aware 
that  it  was  peering  over  the 
edge  of  tiie  abyss. 

The  company's  market  vai-‘ 
uc  has  takeh  a  hammering 
recently, 'and  it  discovered 
last  night  that  it  has  been 
Ejected  from  the  FTSE:  100 
index  —  albeit  only  .as  a. 
temporary  measure  until . 
Mercury  Asset  Management' 
becomes  part,  of  Merrill,: 
Lyrich.  . 

The  TI  share  price  reached  .* 
an  all-time  high  'of  more  than 
690p  in  toe  autumn  "before 
slumping  to  45612p.  .fIhe  re-  - 
cent  rally  came  to  ah  abrupt 
end  yesterday  as-TI  sold  its 
stake  in  Messier-Ddwty, 
which  really  should  have 
been  a  coriong  business  but . 
foundered  amid  toe  percep¬ 
tion  that  toe  French  were 
reluctant  to  ciit  costs. 

The  fall  in  the  share  price 


since  the  autumn  is  partly 
because  of  toe  strong  pound. 
Ti  has  been  bracketed  with 
exporting  .engineers  —  un¬ 
fairly,  it  contends.  But  the  fall 
alto  reflects  unsatisfactory 
margins  at  Messier-Dowty 
and  anxiety  about  trading  at 
John  Crane;  the  seals  arm/TI 
admits  that  John  Crane  vol¬ 
ume  has  dropped  as  toe 
market'  softened  by  about.  5 
per  cent  but  says  growth  is 
still  possible.  Hold  toe  shares 
While  the  dust  dears. . 

ICS 

TREVOR  WHEATLEY  is  a 
savvy  Industrialist;  he  also 
has  an  eye  for  a  bargain. 
Having  made  a  fortune  for 
himself  and  fellow  shares 
holders  at  Control  Tech¬ 
nique  he  hopes'.to  repeat  the 
formula  at  Industrial  Control  * 
Services^  which has  fallen  an  , 
hard  times. 

Earlier  this,  year  ICS 
shares  haded  at  146p.  Yester¬ 
day  Wheat! ey  and  blue-chip 
investors  led  by  HSBC  In-, 
vestment  Bank  bought  into 


the  company  at  30p.  True, 
ICS  accompanied  toe  placing 
and  open  offer  with  interim . 
losses  of  £27  mfltian.  But  tins 
is  a  company  with  sales  of  al¬ 
most  £100  million  a  year  and 
which  has  already  promised 
to  return  to  profit  in  the  sec- 
ondhalf. 

Wheatley  understands  the 
products  and  the  market. - 
Geoff  Withrington,  the  new 
chief  executive,  has  a  proven 
trade  record  at  Eurotherm 
and  Flsons  instruments.  In 
the  short  term  costs  are  being 
cut  and  new  financial  con¬ 
trols  put  in  place.  Longer 
term,  Wheatley  is  confident 
the  market  for  ICS’s  ad¬ 
vanced  controls  and  instru¬ 
mentation  will  be  robust 

Armed  with  the  promise  of 
lucrative  share  options  if  the 
company  grows  earnings  by 
20  per  cent  a  year  over  the 
next  three  years,  and  with  ad¬ 
equate  working  capital  se¬ 
cured  via  tiie  placing  and 
open  offer,  tiie  duo  are  worth 
abet 

Edited  by  Paul  Durman 
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Soendsts  and  engineers  have 
transformed  our  '  lives. 
r.«  “^welmingly  to  our  good. 
5®  “9 .do  tend  to  let  us  down  on 
really  big  issues,  tn  the 
'  days  of  Faust  and  the 

aKnemists,  what  we  really  wanted 
a  formula  to  mm  lead  into 
!  p°*“-  In  spite  of  all  die  magical 
njTK.  they  failed. 

Five  hundred  years  later,  we 
.  Know  that  this  transformation  U 
not  chemically  possible-  We  have 
•  also  realised  that  the  whole  exer- 
ose  would  have  been  a  complete 
’■  waste  of  time.  The  conversion 
process  would  rapidly  have  come 
wto  the  hands  of  emperors  and 
'  princes.  Soon  after,  it  would  have 
brought  hyperinflation  of  the 
money  supply  and  prices,  creating 
.  an  economic  disaster  on  the  scale 
of  the  Black  Death. 

Today,  in  our  fondest  dreams. 

:  anyone  who  cares  about  the  im¬ 
pact  of  energy  use  on  the  climate 
might  ask  almost  the  oppiasUe 
question.  Why  cant  the  combined 
genius  and  application  of  the 
world’s  scientists  devise  a  way  to 
decompose  spent  uranium  into 


That  prize  of  clean  power  stays  elusive 


lead,  without  waiting  for  the  aeons 
that  nature  requires? 

More  basically,  why  can’t  they 
accelerate  the  decay  of  radio¬ 
activity?  If  dial  could  be  done,  die 
Kyoto  summit  could  have  been  a 
back-slapping  mutual  celebration 
rather  than  an  exercise  in  diploma¬ 
cy  largely  irrelevant  to  die  issues  it 
was  meant  to  address.  Scientists 
have  let  us  down  again,  perhaps 
because  we  ask  too  much. 

The  same  energy  issues  might 
be  solved  if  our  engineering/- 
sciendfic  elite  could  manage  some¬ 
thing  that  seems  more  achievable: 
a  cheap  way  to  deliver  solar  power 
to  the  villages  of  emerging  econo¬ 
mies  and  a  practical  way  to  power 
their  industries  from  the  energy  of 
the  sun.  Developed  economies 
should,  at  least,  adopt  renaissance 
practice  and  offer  $10  billion  in 
prizes  for  those  who  can  make 
offer  practical  solutions. 

What  a  breakthrough  it  would 


be  if  Northern  countries  could 
slash  greenhouse  gas  emissions  fay 
switching  to  nudear  power,  which 
would  become  viable  with  low 
interest,  waste  and  decommission¬ 
ing  costs.  Environmental  conflicts 
between  rich  and  poor  nations 
would  mdt  faster  than  the  icecaps 
if  the  sun’s  energy  could  be 
converted  cheaply  to  human  use. 

.  Barring  such  breakthroughs,  an 
imperial  market  approach  is  pos¬ 
sible.  Paying  Russia  to  be  more 
energy  efficient  would  not  last 
long.  Market-driven  growth  in  the 
former  Communist  bloc  would 
soon  take  up  die  slack.  An  OECD 
offer  to  hire  a  few  hundred  square 
miles  of  the  Sahara  desert  for 
nudear  waste  might  be  more 
practical  if  ir  were  not  so  politically 
incorrect.  Bur  these  are  dreams.  In 
our  real  world,  energy  policy 
decisions  are  tougher.  Making 
national  policy  is  even  harder. 
Tony  Blau's  government  has  set 


itself  an  impossible  dilemma. 

At  an  elevated  level,  Britain 
wants  to  cut  carbon  dioxide  emis¬ 
sions  heavily  regardless  of  the 
compromise  in  Kyoto.  At  street 
level.  Downing  Street  wants  to 
help  the  coal  industry  avoid  its 
next  logical  step  into  decline.  John 
Prescott  has  to  handle  these  con¬ 
tradictory  initiatives. 

Coal  had  a  bad  deal,  but  not  for 


lack  of  energy  policy.  In  the  1960s, 
the  policy  was  to  ensure  industry 
had  enough  power.  In  the -1970s 
and  1980s.  it  was  driven  by  the  oil 
shocks  of  1973-74  and  the  subse¬ 
quent  blackmailing  strikes  of  coal 
miners.  Fuel  diversity  became  the 
goaLand  coal  was  tie  main  fuel. 
That  is  why  Margaret  Thatcher 
prematurely  promoted .  nuclear 
power,  ineptly  embracing  a 
change  of  technology. 

The  next  great  policy  initiative, 
pushed  through  by  Cecil  Parkin-, 
son.  put  the  emphasis  on  campeti- 
-  turn.  He  insisted-  on  -privatising 
power  without  considering  coal. 
Competition  unexpectedly  drove  a 
dash  for  gas,  .which  had  grown 
cheaper  arid  more  competitive. 
This  process  was  enthusiastically 
accelerated  by  Tim  Eggar.  an' 
energy  minister  keen  to  switch 
from  politics  to  business.  Mr 
Eggar  tied  the  hands  of  Michael 
Heseltine,  who  was  then  obliged  to 


condemn  coal  to  virtually  terminal 

decline  in  1992.  a  process  that  will 
culminate  in  die  end  of  the  last 
state-imposed  contracts  in  March. 

Goal  has  suffered  more  than 
market  forces  required.  Hie  for¬ 
mer  British  Coal  failed  to  use  its 
monopoly  effectively  in  contract 
negotiations.  History  will  show 
whether  this  was  due  to  incompe¬ 
tence  or  ministerial  dicta  L  Gas 
deals  made  on  a  take-or-pay  basis 
also  hit  coal  because  electricity 
generators  had  a  contractual  in¬ 
centive  to  use  gas  capacity  at  the 
expense  of  coaL  Efforts  by  a  few  of 
us  to  resolve  this  market  abuse 
were  waved  aside. 

Given  this  unhappy  history.  it 
will  be  hard  to  help  me  remaining 
coal  industry.  The  diversity  argu¬ 
ment  still  counts,  but  the  gas  is 
chiefly  from  die  North  Sea  and  any 
attempt  to  make  gas-fired  power 
more  dependent  on  spot  prices 
would  make  Britian’s  power  sup¬ 


plies  less  secure.  Meanwhile,  the 
dash  for  gas  has  enabled  the  UK  to 
cut  pollution  and  greenhouse  gas¬ 
es  without  hitting  consumers. 

Both  gas  and  coal  are  fossil 
fuels.  Coal  could  only  compete  in 
pollution  and  greenhouse  gases, 
however,  if  we  built  new  power 
stations  that  gave  as  good  energy 
conversion  as  gas  and  clean-bum 
technology  that  has  been  shelved. 
And  they  would  be  needed  within 
ten  years,  by  which  time  seeds 
planted  in  Kyoto  will  grow. 

Traditional  '  energy  polity 
would  require  some  dement  of 
monopoly  (Impossible  if  the 
takeover  of  the  Energy  Group 
goes  through)  or  EU  action-  At 
home,  rationing  by  price,  the  key 

tool,  has  been  ruled  out  on 
political  and  competitive 
grounds.  Anyone  vainly  trying 
to  construct  a  policy  under  such 
constraints  will  soon  learn  to  love 
the  falwed  subtleties  of  the  free 
market.  All  the  government  can 
now  ask  for  coal,  and  all  the 
generators  can  offer,  is  that  they 
substitute  British  coal  for  im¬ 
ports.  Even  that  will  not  be  easy. 


America’s  ‘Eurobashing’  possesses  French  say  that 
the  power  to  cause  a  bad  headache  begins  at  home 
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Europe’s  failure  to 
transform  its  eco¬ 
nomic  base  is  this 
month’s  rallying  cry 
in  Washington,  sounding 
clearly  even  above  the  general 
gloating  over  the  financial 
turmoil  in  Asia.  In  a  country 
obsessed  by  health,  the 
pen'orat  ive  “Eurosclerosis" 
has  a  peculiarly  literal  ring, 
reflecting  the  belief  that,  in 
some  sense.  Europe  may  sud¬ 
denly  stop  dead. 

The  past  few  months  have 
seen  a  rush  of  thoughtful 
reports  and  proudly  un¬ 
researched  polemics  proclaim¬ 
ing  that  Europe  is  in  worse 
trouble  than  it  has  suited  the 
United  States  to  recognise. 
T ime  magazine  devoted  this 
week's  cover  story  to  the 
travails  of  European  “path¬ 
finders",  struggling  to  find  “a 
third  way  . . .  between  uncar¬ 
ing  capitalism  and  the  costly 
welfare  state".  Where  the  poll 
tax  riots  in  Trafalgar  Square 
remain  a  dominant  image  in 
many  Americans’  minds  of  the 
European  capacity  for  political 
misjudgment  on  the  grand 
scale,  French  lorry  drivers  are 
now  rite  favourite  symbol  of 
economic  perversity,  barricad¬ 
ing  the  road  to  US-stylc 
pros  pent)-. 

Dues  America’s  rediscov¬ 
ered  taste  lor  Eurogloom  mat¬ 
ter?  It  should,  and  not  just 
because  Che  jibes  are  founded 
on  fhe  truth  of  rigid  labour 
markets  and  actuariaily  inde¬ 
fensible  pension  schemes.  It 
matters  politically,  because 
these  sentiments  could  work 
against  Europe's  interests  next 
year  as  a  series  of  unsettled 
US-Europcan  controversies 
hit  the  Washington  agenda. 

New  World  trimphalism  to¬ 
wards  the  old  continent  is 


Striking  French  lorry  drivers  barricading  the  mad  to  US-style  prosperity  gymhriHse  Enmpean  political  mispidgnient 


hardly  new,  embedded  in  the 
view  that  ad  Europe  is  good 
for  is  wine,  siding,  castles  and 
a  brief  holiday  from  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  making  money.  As  the 
Clinton  Administration  re¬ 
marked  at  the  Denver  “GS" 
summit  in  June,  the  senti¬ 
ments  are  underpinned  by  the 
current  realities  of  economic 
performance.  Figures  this 
week  showed  that  the  US 
unemployment  rate  fell  to  4.6 
per  cent  this  month,  the  lowest 
for  24  years,  less  than  half  the 
European  Union  average  of 
I0.b  per  cent.  Even  the  UK. 
normally  excepted  from  US 
criticism  of  Europe,  still  has 
unemployment  of  more  than  7 
per  cent. 

In  the  past  few  months,  the 
pessimistic  note  has  beat 
sounded  even  in  sympathetic 
quarters.  John  Newhouse.  a 
guest  scholar  at  the  Brookings 
Institution  in  Washington  and 
a  State  Department  consul¬ 
tant,  argued  in  his  nets'  book 
Europe  Adrift  that  the  imme¬ 
diate  costs  of  Europe's  lack  of 
leadership  arc  opportunities 
missed  and  growth  foregone, 
even  before  considering  the 


Yves  on  le  run 


WHAT  is  this?  An  invitation  to 
a  lecture  to  be  given  at  liffe  by 
Yvcs-Titibaulf  de  Silguy,  the 
Euro  CnrnmisskJfiLT  \vho  is 
labouring  day  and  night  to 
bring  us  the  euro.  1  check  the 

dale.  February  5.  yes.  he 

should  still  be  with  us. 
Because  it  is  a  little-known  fact 
that  De  Siieuy  is  making 
■  strenuous  efforts  not  to  be 
^  around  once  the  blessed  event 
of  European  Monetary  Union 
is  upon  us.  He  is  in  hot  water 
with  Jacques  Sanfer  and  all 
the  other  little  Eurocrats 
because  he  has  just  told  them 
he  is  standing  in  the  French 
regional  elections  in  March  in 
Brittany.  This  follows  his 
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“That  includes  you 
too.  Dobson. .  .** 


failed  attempt  to  dumber  onto 
the  Gaullist  slate  for  the  June 
parliamentary  elections. 

De  Silguy’s  chances  of  los¬ 
ing  in  March  are  slim  —  he 
may  even  end  up  as  regional 
boss  for  the  GauJlists.  This 
would  make  it  impossible  far 
him  to  remain  a  Commission¬ 
er,  and  hence  the  irritation  of 
San  ter  et  al.  He  would  have 
cut  and  run  before  the  end  of 
his  five-year  term  in  the  year 
2000.  He  would  have  to  leave 
before  things  become  interest¬ 
ing  next  summer,  with  the 
selection  of  the  first  wave  of 
entrants  and  the  wrangling 
aver  relative  exchange  rates. 
Surely  no  erne  in  their  right 
mind,  having  launched  the 
euro,  would  want  to  miss  out 
on  such  fun? 


□  WHISPERS  reach  me  from 
the  poorer  end  of  town  across 
the  river  where  the  Financial 
Times  is  forced  to  reside  that 
Stephen  Hill  the  paper's  chief 
executive,  is  on  his  wn;  per¬ 
haps  to  a  more  exalted  post 
within  Pearson.  Hill  has  not 
been  there  long,  and  I  do  hope 
the  generosity  of  his  leaving 
present  docs  not  reflect  the  es¬ 
teem  with  which  he  is  held 
among  the  staff.  Or  do  I  mean 
“ does  reflect *?  Anv»w.  he  is 
not  returning  my  calls .  but  I 
am  told  the  head-hunters  are 
seeking  his  replacement. 


arc  of  potential  conflicts  along 
the  Mediterranean. 

But  the  voice  that  may 
matter  most  in  political  terms 
for  Europe  is  that  of  American 
conservatives.  This  month  a 
tirade  in  the  American  Specta¬ 
tor .  entitled  “Who  needs  New 
England?"  also  said  that  the 


C  French  lorry 
drivers  are  now 
the  favourite 
symbol  of 
economic 
perversity  ? 

liberal  northeast  of  the  US  was 
being  economically  destroyed 
by  European-style  economic 
policies.  In  an  editorial  last 
week  headlined  “Medieval 
Medicine",  the  Wall  Street 
Journal  attacked  "a  corporat- 
ist  Europe  still  unprepared  to 
deal  with  the  economic  reali¬ 
ties  of  modern  life"  and  labour 
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unions  with  the  economic 
views  of  “medieval  guilds". 

In  partnership  with  the 
rightwmg  Heritage  Founda¬ 
tion,  and  lured  away  from  the 
analytical  rigour  that  normal¬ 
ly  underpins  even  its  polemics, 
the  Journal  last  week  pub¬ 
lished  a  marvellously  comic 
“index  of  economic  freedom" 
around  the  world,  ranking  low 
all  EU  countries  except  the  UK 
and  Luxembourg. 

Many  of  the  attacks  are  too 
pessimistic  and  dated  in  the 
light  of  the  EU*s  efforts  to 
grapple  with  the  realities  of 
enlargement  and  monetary 
union.  But  what  matters  most 
for  the  EU  is  the  grain  of  truth 
that  nestles  inside  even  the 
wildest  criticism.  The  “medi¬ 
eval  medicine"  to  which  the 
Journal  rightly  objected  was 
die  desire  of  Mario  Monti,  the 
Single  Market  Commissioner, 
to  prevent  “harmful  tax  com¬ 
petition"  between  European 
countries.  Only  in  Europe,  it 
remarked,  could  a  ban  on  the 
pursuit  of  comparative  advan¬ 
tage  be  graced  with  such  an 
Orwellian  euphemism. 

But  even  simply  in  political 


less  awkward  as  the  company 
has  no  pretensions  to  operate 
outside  the  UK.  Wilson,  who  is 
in  his  late  50s.  would  certainly 
make  a  good  stand-in  pending 
an  eventual  sale  of  Thistle. 


If 


DIARY 


Checking  in 

NO  sooner  is  the  ink  dry  on 
Robert  Biel’s  resignation  letter 
from  Thistle  Holds  than  there 
ernoges  a  strong  candidate  to 
replace  him  as  stop-gap  chief 
executive.  John  Wilson,  for¬ 
mer  chief  operating  officer  of 
Hilton  International,  was  all 
set  in  June  to  join  Millennium 
&  Cdpthome  Holds  as  chief 
executive.  That  feU  through 
after  Hilton's  parent.  Lad- 
broke,  insisted  on  holding  him 
to  his  18-month  can  tract  unless 
he  premised  not  to  poach  any 

staff  or  any  development  op¬ 
portunities  he  had  identified. 
As  a  result  the  Millennium  job 
has  been  filled. 

Since  then  Wilson  has  been 
on  gardening  leave,  but  a 
move  to  Thistle  might  prove 


□  THE  Institute  of  Directors 
has  reported  boardroom  pay 
increases  over  the  pastyear  av¬ 
eraging  3J  to  4 per  cent  ‘This 
is  very  much  in  line  with  in¬ 
creases  for  other  levels  of  em¬ 
ployees.  which  averaged  32  to 

iac/^the  loD  gushes.  Some¬ 
thing  in  the  numbers  worries 
me.  though.  I  commission  a 
special  10-strong  statistical 
hit-squad  from  one  of  the  big 
accountants  to  go  over  the  ta¬ 
bles  and  get  to  the  bottom  of 
it  Some  hours  later,  the  head 
boffin  pops  his  head  around 
the  door.  "7  think  I  have  it. 
sir,”  he  says.  “In  a  string  of 
numbers  between  one  aqd  ten , 
two  is  higher  than  one.  three 
higher  than  two.  and  so  on.”  I 
regret  that  he  begins  to  lose 
me  here.  “There  is  a  dear 
mathematical  progression,  if 
you  look  dosefy  enough.  So 
3J  to  4  per  cent  is  actually 
higher  than  32  to  3.4  per  cent. 
Executive  pay  is  rising  faster 
than  that  of  other  employees, 
you  see."  Wonderful  things. 
statistics.  I  just  wish  1  under¬ 
stood  them  better. 


Into  fhe  fire 

SIR  DAVID  ROWLAND,  de¬ 
parting  chairman  of  Uoydx  is 


terms,  the  new  acerbity  has 
the  power  to  damage  Euro¬ 
pean  interests.  The  Euro- 
pessimism  bolsters  the 
instincts  of  many  congressio¬ 
nal  conservatives,  particularly 
members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  elected  in 
1994.  Younger.  Southern, 
more  concerned  with  Ameri¬ 
can  domestic  issues  titan  with 
foreign  policy,  they  find  the 
fashion  for  Eurobashing  a 
convenient  justification  for 
their  introverted  stance. 

The  Administration  may  be 
full  of  Europhfles,  particularly 
now  tharthe  President's  en¬ 
thusiasm  for  all  things  Asian 
has  beat  dampened  fry  the 
revelation  that  the  Asian  mir- 
ade  had  a  dark  side.  But 
Congress  has  critical  influence 
over  many  of  the  US-Euco- 
pean  issues  on  next  year's 
agenda 

The  vote  on  Nato  expansion 
comes  up  next  summer,  at 
about  the.  same  time  as  the 
decision  to  get  troops  out  of 
Bosnia.  If  not  overshadowed 
fry  tite  Paula  Jones  trial, 
currently  scheduled  to  coin¬ 
cide.  these  debates  will  turn  cat 


to  beaome  president-elect  of 
Templeton  College.  Oxford, 
once  known  as  the  Oxford 
Centre  for  Management  Stud¬ 
ies.  He  was  chairman  of 
Templeton’s  executive  council 
from  N85  to  1992  and  for  some 
peculiar  reason  has  long  had 
an  interest  in  management 
education.  Having  suffered 
for  five  years  at  the  hands  of 
Names  ranging  front  the  defi¬ 
antly  angry  to  tite  downright 
barking.  Sir  David  will  be 
hoping  foF  a  quieter  life.  Ex¬ 
cept  that  John  Kay;  director  of 
Oxford’s  Said  Business 
School,  which  works  dosdy 
with  Templeton,  says  of  the 
appointment:  “Lloyd's  is  pos¬ 
sibly  the  only  institution  as  di¬ 
verse  and  difficult  to  manage 
as  Oxford.”  Oh  dear. 

Martin  Waller  I 


questions  of  whether  the  US 
still  believes  it  worthwhile  to 
pay  for  European  stability. 
Another  thorn  that  recently 
pierced  transatlantic  relations, 
the  Helms-Burton  legislation, 
penalising  those  who  trade 
with  Cuba,  may  also  prove  a 
flashpoint  nexryear. 

There  is  one  scenario  in 
which  US  exasperation  with 
European  practices  could  ac¬ 
tually  help  the  European 
Union.  Through  the  World 
Trade  Organisation,  the  US 
could  prove  a  critical  force  in 
pushing  Europe  to  reduce  its 
webs  of  subsidies.  Above  all,  it 
could  help  it  to  begin  to 
dismantle  the  Common  Agri¬ 
cultural  Policy.  It  could  also 
restrain  the  wilder  European 
fantasies  about  regulation  of 
financial  sevices,  and  tax¬ 
ation  of  “speculative"  capital 
flows. 

The  US  cannot  save  Europe 
from  itself,  from  Brussels- 
originated  measures  that  crip¬ 
ple  its  competitiveness,  let 
a  tone  the  failure  to  tackle 
overdue  reforms  of  national 
labour  markets  and  welfare. 
But  provided  its  exasperation 
does  not  reinforce  its  own 
instinct  to  tom  inwards,  away 
from  both*  Europe  arid,  the 
WTO,  it  could  prove  a  useful 
rod  for  the  European  finance 
ministers’  backs.  Current  US 
foreign  policy  towards  Europe 
is  preoccupied  mainly  with 
Bosnia  and  with  the  eastwards 
expansion  of  Nato.  coupled  fin 
the  Administration*  eyes) 
with  enlargement  of  the  EU. 
But'  through  trade  polity  it 
could  have  an  effect  on  the 
Eurosclerosis  it.  condemns, 
otherwise  inaccessible  to  its  , 
diplomatic  reach.  Many  : 
would  think  that  at  least  as 
valuable  in  (belong  run  as  the 
refashioning  erf  Europe’s  de¬ 
fence  umbrella. 


The  City's  fund  manag¬ 
ers  have  been  waiting 
for  France  to  reform  its 
pensions  industry  for  neariy  a 
decade.  But  now  that  France’s 
left-wing  Government  has 
dropped  its  hostility  to  private 
pensions.  City  joy  may  be 
somewhat  muted. 

Dominique  Strauss-Kaim. 
the  French  Finance  Minister, 
saM  he  wanted  to  orate 
pension  funds  as  part-  of  a 
“general  mobilisation”  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  Paris  Bourse  before 
European  Monetary  Union. 
Although  the  move  may  open 
up  a  market  worth  up  to  FrSO 
billion  (£5.1  billion)  a  year,  the 
French  Government  is  unlike¬ 
ly  to  welcome  foreign  fund 
managers  with  open  aims. 

M  Strauss-Kahn  appears  to 
favour  a  two-tier  system,  run 
on  the  one  hand  by  friendly 
societies,  which  would  have 
an  obligation  to  invest  in 
French  stocks,  and,  on  tite 
other,  fry  private  fond  manag¬ 
ers.  who  would  be  under 
pressure  to  buy  Gallic  shares. 

The  Finance  Ministry  is 
ready  to  lift  the  heavy  tax 
burden  that  has  prevented  the 
development  of  such  schemes. 
Legislation  to  create  pensions 
—  often  promised  fait  never 
delivered  by  French,  gover- 
ments  —  will  be  Introduced 
next  year.  The  move  is  a  U- 
tum  by  the  left-wing  Cabinet 
Although  the  state  pension 
system  will  need  to  find  funds 
equivalent  to  a  4  J  per  cent  tax 
rise  fry  2015  if  it  is  to  remain 
solvent  the  socialists  attacked 
previous  attempts  to  build 
private  pensions  as  an  affront 
to  “national  solidarity”. 

The  City  expressed  concern 
about  implementation  of  the 
polity.  Howard  Foster.  Interna¬ 
tional  Services  manager  at  Aon 
Consulting,  said:  “The  French 
system  is  magnificently  egali¬ 


tarian  but  it  cannot  cope  with 
the  demographic  changes  and 
it  treats  people  as  though  they 
were  all  the  same  when  they 
are  not  But  you  cannot 
change  from  a  pay-as-you-go 
system  to  funding  overnight” 
Ministers  justify  their 
change  of  mind  on  the 
grounds  that  French  firms 
lack  the  capital  necessary  to 
ward  off  predators.  “It’s  a 
question  of  making  our  com¬ 
panies  safe  from  hostile  for¬ 
eign  takeover  bids,"  said 
Lionel  Jospin,  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister.  His  comments  echoed 
the  shock  frit  in  French  finan¬ 
cial  circles  at  the  Fr55  billion 
offer  by  the  Italian  insurer, 
Generali,  for  its  Gallic  coun¬ 
terpart.  AGF.  The  move,  as 
well  as  AGFs  subsequent 
decision  to  approve  a  FF62 
billion  counteroffer  from  the 
German  insurer,  Allianz,  un¬ 
derlined  French  weakness  in 
the  face  of  globalisation. 

But  the  attempts  to 
bolster  the  Bourse  by 
forcing  French  pension 
funds  to  invest  in  Gallic 
shares  could  backfire,  UK 
fund  managers  said.  “What 
happens  if  the  French  market 
collapses?"  asks  Peter  YandeL 
head  of  corporate  commun¬ 
ications  at  Gartmore  Invest¬ 
ment  Management  “They 
will  be  taking  a  risk  invest¬ 
ment  with  one  hand  tied 
behind  their  bade." 

Gcrty  Aherne.  a  director  of 
Schroder  Investment  Man¬ 
agement.  said  that  whatever 
M  Strauss-Kahn  says,  forcing 
French  pension  funds  to  in¬ 
vest  in  Ranee  could  be  tricky. 
“They  may  later  realise  that 
there  is  a  better  return  else¬ 
where  and  after  EMU,  the 
situation  will  change." 

Adam  Sage 


A  TOP  PERFORMING  TESSA 
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A  variable  interest  rate,  currently  at  7.85%^, 

•  fotfimeand  maturing  TESSA  nvestors 

■  Mraraum  investment  £9,000 

•  Interest  is  paid  tax-free  after  five  years .  - 
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ACCOUNTANCY 


Speak  up  for  statutory  audit 


Danielle  Stewart  says  abolition 
could  lead  to  economic  anarchy 


There  was  a  rime  when  it 
was  accepted  that  the 
audit  requirement  was  a 
fair  price  to  pay  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  limited  liability-  This 
was  probably  because  there 
used  to  be  very  little,  other  than 
the  audit,  to  slop  anvtwdy 
running  up  massive  debts  in  a 
company,  and  then  allowing  it 
to  go  into  insolvent  liquidation. 

Times  have  changed.  We 
now  have  legislation  and  regu¬ 
lations  that  resulr  in  a  percep¬ 
tion  that  it  is  much  harder  to 
avoid  debt  in  this  way.  Further¬ 
more.  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
get  bank  finance  for  a  small 
limited  company  without  giv¬ 
ing  a  personal  guarantee.  Thus 
the  “fair  price  of  limited  liabil¬ 
ity-"  argumenr  does  nor  per¬ 
suade  director?,  that  the  audit  is 
necessary'. 

The  anti-audit  !ubby  claim 
rhat  the  audit  is  not  oniy  redun¬ 
dant.  but  also  valueless.  Audit¬ 
ors  certify  historic  information, 
then  present  it  in  a  difficult  to 
follow  statutory'  format.  The 
regulation  of  auditors  has  inc¬ 
reased  the  paperwork  that  aud¬ 
itors  have  to  produce,  appar¬ 
ently  increasing  costs  without 
any  perceptible  increase  in  ben¬ 
efits.  it  is  hardly  surprising 
that  there  are  frequent  calls  for 
the  abolition  of  the  audit 
Nonetheless,  it  is  my  belief 
rhat  abolition  would  cause 
grave  problems  for  this  coun¬ 
try's  economy.  There  are  many 
reasons  for  this.  First  consider 
trade  creditors.  I  accept  that, 
theoretically,  they  cannot  rely 
on  the  audiL  i  agree  that  audit- 


Swedes  cause 


hiccup 


RUMOUR  has  it  that  those 
sticklers  for  rectitude,  the 
Swedes,  have  put  back  the 
prospects  of  the  Price  Water- 
house  takeover  of  Coopers  & 
Lybrand  by  a  month  or  so.  Ap¬ 
parently  they  failed  to  vote  ent¬ 
irely  clearly  for  the  merger  and 
thus  the  whole  package  of  doc¬ 
umentation  for  the  Brussels 
competition  authorities  has  to 
be  rejigged  to  take  note  of  this 
change  in  the  European  struc¬ 
ture.  Colin  Sharman,  chair¬ 
man  of  KPMG.  himself 


ed  figures  are  historic  But  at 
least  "creditors  have  the  assur¬ 
ance  of  knowing  that,  once  a 
year,  the  commercial  entity  to 
which  they  are  extending  credit 
is  subject  to  a  Thorough  statut¬ 
orily  based  inspection.  The  risk 
of  abolishing  die  audit,  in  this 
context,  must  surely  be  that 
unscrupulous  individuals 
might  seek  to  abuse  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  limited  b'ability,  with  a 
massive  resultant  increase  in 
insolvent  liquidation.  The  un¬ 
secured  trade  creditors  will  be 
die  losers  every  time. 

And  what  about  government 
agencies  such  as  the  Inland 
Revenue,  Customs  and  Excise 
and  the  DSS?  If  there  is  no 
audit,  they  will  have  to  inspect 
companies  more  frequently 
and  in  more  detail.  One  anti- 
audit  argument  is  that  these 
agencies  manage  perfectly  well 
in  relation  to  unincorporated 
entities,  but  these  entities  do 
not  have  the  protection  of 
limited  liability,  so  the  scope  for 
abuse  is  not  so  great.  Of  course 
government  agencies  are  now- 
much  stricter  In  enforcing  pay¬ 
ment  deadlines;  but  if  unscru¬ 
pulous  directors  decide  not  to 
declare  the  existence  of  a  liabil¬ 
ity.  even  the  strictest  collection 
regime  cannot  ensure  thar  all 
amounts  due  will  be  collected. 

Once  we  allow  the  protection 
of  limited  liability  without  the 
check  and  balance  of  the  audit, 
the  scope  for  fraud  is  tremen¬ 
dous.  This  could  cost  us  all 
dearly,  in  terms  of  higher  levels 
of  uncollected  taxes  and  greater 
costs  of  inspection  try  the 
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preparing  a  submission  for 
Brussels  ahead  of  his  firm's 
proposed  merger  with  Ernst  & 
Young,  must  be  extremely 
happy  with  his  own  impecca¬ 
ble  European  credentials. 

Legal  Aid  memoir 

THE  last  issue  of  Certified  Ac¬ 
countant,  the  magazine  of  the 
Chartered  Association  of  Cert¬ 
ified  Accountants,  before  it  is 
subsumed  into  a  flashier  and 
more  expensive  version  in  the 


Danielle  Stewart  says  auditors  must  add  value  for  clients 


various  government  agencies. 
Another  concern  I  have  about 
the  abolition  of  the  audit  is  that, 
in  my  experience,  directors  of 
small  private  limited  com¬ 
panies  have  very  little  familiar¬ 
ity  with  either  corporate  or 
insolvency  legislation.  Once 
there  is  no  audit  requirement, 
there  will  be  nobody  to  check 
that  the  company  has  been  run 
in  accordance  with  the  law. 
This  could  result  in  chaos. 

But  all  of  the  above  are  very 
negative  reasons  for  retaining 


new  year,  went  out  with  at 
least  one  note  of  defiance.  Its 
esteemed  columnist  is  the  wise 
old  Victor  McDougall.  for 
many  years  secretary  of  the 
Scots  1CA  and  before  that  a 
key  figure  at  the  Law  Society. 
At  the  end  of  Jus  column,  on 
the  death  of  civil  legal  aid,  he 
added  a  carefully  worded 
note:  “Victor  McDougall,  who 
was  the  Law  Society's  under¬ 
secretary.  Legal  Aid,  on  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  Civil  Legal 
Aid  scheme  in  IPSO,  never  ex- 


the  audit  What  about  the  value 
□f  the  process  itself?  Here  I 
believe  it  is  up  to  the  audit 
profession  to  take  a  good  look 
at  the  service  that  it  is  provid¬ 
ing  and  make  it  more  valuable 
For  example,  many  firms  are 
now  introducing  die  concept  of 
a  business  risk  assessment  as  - 
part  of  the  audit  package.  This 
is  a  formalised  way  of  identify¬ 
ing  those  risks  that  could  lead 
to  a  business  not  achieving  its 
operational  objectives.  The  pro¬ 
cess  is  tremendously  valuable 
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peeled  to  live  to  see  its  demise 
—  and  certainly  not  by  fiat  of  a 
Labour  Government" 

Sign  or  fine 

THE  most  annoying  tiling  ab¬ 
out  a  new  year  traditionally  is 
dating  cheques  with  the  old 
year  throughout  January.  But 
the  Inland  Revenue  could 
change  that  with  another  self- 
assessment  pitfall.  The  Reven¬ 
ue  is  still  issuing  “  steady- as- 
she-goes,  everything  is  on 


to  the  directors  of  the  company 
in  identifying  areas  of 
unmanaged  risk,  but  it  is  also 
valuable  to  the  auditors  them¬ 
selves,  who  can  focus  their 
audit  work  on  those  areas 
where  real  problems  are  likely 
to  emerge.  This  symbiotic  pro¬ 
cess  adds  value  in  every  way, 
by  making  companies  more 
profitable,  and  less  likely  to  fail 
through  unforeseen  "show- 
stopping"  risks,  while  reducing 
the  cost  of  the  audit  itself 
through  the  increased  focus 
gained  by  the  auditors. 

Auditors  are  also  reconsider¬ 
ing  the  techniques  that  they  use 
to  gain  the  evidence  chat  they 
need  to  sign  their  report  Ana¬ 
lytical  procedures  are  replacing 
more  traditional  “tick  and 
bash”  techniques,’  thereby 
gathering  audit  evidence  more 
cost  effectively,  as  well  as 
providing  more  opportunities 
for  giving  directors  useful  ad¬ 
vice.  Techniques  such  as  busi¬ 
ness  risk  assessment  and 
analytical  procedures  are  not 
confined  to  the  international 
firms  —  even  the  smallest 
practices  have  realised  that 
they  must  change  their  ways, 
or  quite  simply  cease  to  exist 

The  auditing  profession  has 
taken  up  the  challenge  of  die 
21st  century  —  to  add  value  for 
clients,  and  through  this  to  the 
economy  as  a  whole  —  and  we 
must  not  let  the  deregulation 
bandwagon  wipe  out  all  this . 
value,  and  create  potential ' 
economic  anarchy,  just  for  the 
sake  of  saving  a  relatively 
small  amount  of  bureaucracy. 
Long  live  the  audit! 

77ie  author  is  Head  of  Audit 
at  Warrener  Stewart,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  techniatl  direc¬ 
torate  of  the  English  ICA. 


course”  statements  about  the 
introduction  of  the  new  syst¬ 
em.  But  it  has  become  dear 
that  a  frequent  reason  for  re¬ 
turning  forms  is  that  people 
forget  to  sign  them.  This  could 
become  costly.  Those  who 
send  off  an  unsigned  form  in 
late  January  and,  at  the  Reve¬ 
nue's  prompting,  attach  the 
signature  in  early  February 
could  find  it  becomes  the  most 
expensive  autograph  they 
have  ever  given.  The  automat¬ 
ic  penalty  for  missing  die  Jan¬ 
uary  31  deadline,  even  for  a 
signature,  is  £100. 


Cavalry  offers  hope 
to  merging  firms 


IT  IS  NOT  often  that  the  cavalry  rides  to  fbUo^S  the  EOT 

the  rescue  in  the  form  of  a  couple  of  Swiss  that  the  acnmntmg  firms 

^  wanting  to  know  what  the 

ana  Pace  Waterhouse  and  Erast  &  Young  provide  as  a  quid 

and  KPMG  have  breathed  a  sigh  of  relief  pirofessiOTiw^  g  g  KPMG. 

this  week.  In  fed  since  newsof  the  merger  pat  quo.  Then  0>bn Shanra* oi 

between  UBS  and  SBC  broke  over  file  nevera  EL  rtiSdS 

weekend  the  senior  partners  have  been  trapped  m  Hs  j.  nf“but  while 
walking  around  with  wide  smiles  on  their  ^  sS 

It  seems  that  the  past  couple  of  months  out  on 
of  being  defensive  about  huge  global 
mergers  are  over.  Nowthey  can  point  to  a 

olnhal  trorirf  whirh.  rW  aroiip_  thev  are  which  was  bang -made  and 


gobal  trend  which,  they  argue,  they  are 
d  part  at  If  this  is  so,  then  there  are 
severe  consequences  for  the  firms  that  are 
not  merging.  Arthur  Andersen,  leaving 
aside  -  its.  quarrelsome  consulting  arm, 
looks  small  by  comparison.  And  Deioitte 
&  Touche  is  suffering  for,  among  other 
things,  having  an  American  chief  who  is 


which  progress  was  nemg  maae  ana 
enraged  his  fellow  negotiators. 

Jnthe  same  way  no  one  is  terribly  happy 
at  the  way  in  which  the.  large  firms,  nave 
thrown  the  process  of  emulating  the 
profession  into  the  arguments  about 
whether  the  regulators  should  allow  the 


difficulty  man  to  be  worth 

But  tfie  consequences 
reach  further  down  the  aBbot 

ladder.  The  :  second-tier  sHT^& 

firms  are  how  realising  jUm  ” 
that  to  keep  their  position  OB Vmh 

they  have  to  do  two  things.  Wf’wK 
They  need  to  develop  skills 
and  expertise  m  fields,  SpgKsg. 

such  as  areas  of  corporate 
finance  and  tax,  where  they 
can  compete  with  tile  big- 
gfest  firms.  But  the  expan-  . 
sion  curve  will  be  steep  arid  n§ 

it  mil  probably  entail '-riot 
Just  organic  srowtfahut  the 

buying  in  of  big  names  to _ 

boost,  the  process.  Not.  all  Tin' 

second-tier  firms  either  feel 
happy  about  that  or  have  BR 

the  cash  to  cany  it  oat  --  mmm — — m 

And  secondly  they  prob¬ 
ably  need  to  grow  somewhat  foster  than 
their  organic  growth  —  good  though  it 
probably  is  at  tins  stage  of  the  economic 
cyde — can  provide. 

It  probably  means  mergers.  This  will  be 
difficult  If  you  are  going  to  serve  global 
clients,  even  at  the  second-tier  level  you 
need  to  have  a  good  global  network 
already.  Few  second-tier  firms  have  a  good 
and  secure  network  in  place.  They  face 
real  problems  which  are  made  more 
difficult  by  being,  for  most  of  the  firms, 
problems  that  they  have  not  had  to  handle 
before.  There  may  well  be  more  than  a  few 
embarrassing  disasters  on  tiie  road  ahead. 

Meanwhile,  the  four  “Big  Six”  firms 
going  for  mergers  are  happier  with  their 
lot  It  has  been  a  difficult  time  as  some  of 
the  behaviour  of  their  senior  people  has 
shown.  Arrogance  is  always  a  by-product 
of  insecurity.  And  so  it  was  when  die 
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Bruce 


whether  the  regulators  should  allow  the 
mergers  through.  Chris  Swinson,  of  BDO 
Stoy  Hayward,  has  steered  a  painstaking 
path  to  acceptance  of  a 
scheme  to  create  a  partially 
independent  regulatory 
.Jim  jut  system,  via  some  kind  of 
public  overset  ‘  board. 

But  suddenly  the-  carpet 
Bw  has  been  pulled  from 

i  _  Ay  under  him. 

As  one  cynic  put  it  this 
-3  vpA  week:  “The  firms  have 

%AJ  chucked  the  profession’s 

ftssiaryj]  negotiating  stance  out  so 

:  that  they  can  hold  on  to 

their  clients".  That  is  some- 
f  what  harsh.  The  firms  are 

-  now  saying  that  indepen¬ 
dent  regulation  was  what 
they  wanted  all  along.  But 
DDT,  r  it  doesjook  a  strange  time , 
bKl  -  to  make  such  a  fuss  about 

ICE 

Meanwhile,  they  must 
just  keep  their  heads  down 
and.keepthe  process  running.  Unlike  the 
Price Waterhouse  and  Coopers  &  Lybrand 
paxtner&hipvote,  which  ran  simultaneous¬ 
ly  and  -globally,  the  intention  of  Ernst  & 
Young  and  KPMG  is  to  go  for  the  vote 
piecemeal.  Hence  the  American  partner¬ 
ship  will  vote  before  Christmas,  while  the 
UK  partners  will  hot  have  proposals  until 
tiie  raitf  off  January  and  a  vote  in  late 
February.  This  is  probably  not  a  bad  idea. 
-The  signs  are  still  that  the  regulatory 
authormes  are  taking  their  time,  particu¬ 
larly  in  Brussels,  where,  as  one  observer 
put  it  this  week:  "They  are  bored  with 
airlines.?  But  they  are  interested  in  tiie 
processes  that  make  up  the  accountancy 
market  arid  the  structure  and  implications  , 
of  large  partnerships.  So  with  regulatory 
decisions,  taking  time  it  makes  sense  for 
the  firms  to  do  likewise.  And  just  hope 
that  like  the  ambitious  Swiss,  more  people 
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profession's  leaders  met  with  ministers  at  confirm- tiie  trendto-gtabafisationin  the 
the  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry  to  ..  meantime. 
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BUSINESS  ACCOUNT 
HOLDERS, 

IS  YOUR  BANK 
SHORT-CHANGING 

YOU? 


£10K  £26 


£100K 


Fleming*  Saw  &  Prosper  - 
Investment  Account 


Lloyds  Business  Call 


Nationwide  Business  Investor 


NatWest  Business  Reserve 


3.45%  3.75%  3.75%  4.10% 


4.10%  4^0%  4.90%  5.30% 


3.46%  3.46%  3.96%  4.18% 


Z>.-z  • 


Open  one  of  our  business  deposit  accounts  alongside  your  existing  bank  account  and 
you'll  profit  not  only  from  higher  interest  rates,  but  from  telephone  banking, 
instant  access,  and  a  cheque  book  too.  And  with  no  bank  charges*  you've  got  nothing 

to  lose.  Call  now  to  find  out  more. 


0800  40  30  80 


Flemings 

SAVES' PROSPER 


Suaiect  to  no  more  than  CO  transactions  per  month.  Charges  will  apply  to  special  services.  AB  interest  rates  are  gross  and  are  correct 
:he  time  of  printing  and  are  subject  to  variation.  Robert  Fleming  &  Co.  Limited  (Registered  office  25  Cop  than  Avenue.  London.  EC2F  7DRJ 
prewdes  banking  services  as  principal.  Save  &  Prosper  Group  Limited  acts  as  its  agsnL  Telephone  calls  may  be  recorded  for  security  purposes. 
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MOBILE  PHONE 
BREAKTHROUGH 


A  great  offer  that  puts  you  in  control 


•  No  contract  to  sign 

•  No  monthly  bills 

•  No  credit  check 

This  week  77ie  Times  has  teamed  up  with  Vodafone  to  offer  readers  an 
unbeatable,  no  strings  attached,  mobile  phone  in  time  for  Christmas. 

It  consists  of  an  award-winning  Telital  phone,  pre-loaded  with  30  days’  service 
and  up  to  two-and-a-half  hours  of  off-peak  calls,  plus  a  free  voucher  worth  ELS 
—  a  total  of  60  days’  service  and  up  to  five  hours  of  free  calls.  You  also  receive 
a  battery  giving  90  minutes'  talktime  and  IS  hours'  standby  plus  a  desktop 
battery  charger  -  all  far  E99.99  inc  Vat.  That  is  a  special  saving  to  Times 
readers  of  £15.  The  offer  makes  an  ideal  gift  —  there  is  no  age  restriction, 
no  written  contract,  no  credit  checks,  no  monthly  bills.  You  stay  in  control 
and  just  Pay  As  You  Talk. 


Y  Special 
f  offer  price 
£99.99 

includes  free 
£15  voucher 


o  vodafone 


HOW  IT  WORKS 

Vodafone’s  Ay  As  You  Talk  service  is  based  on 
pre-paid  credits.  To  stay  connected,  simply  buy  a 
E 15  Top-up  voucher.  The  first  E750  gh*s  you  30 
days’  network  access  and  unlimited  incoming  calk 
during  this  time,  the  other  £7 JD  credits  you  with 
up  to  twoanda-haif  hours  erf  talktime  ai  the  5p  per 
minute  off-peak  rale.  R»ak  time  calls  cost  60p  pa- 
minute.  All  calls  are  charged  by  the  second  and 
Vodafone's  voicemail  service  cooks  as  standard 
You  can  top  up  your  talktime  credits  any  time  by 
buying  extra  vouchers  from  high  street  retailers. 
Alternatively,  simply  dial  2345  on  your  mobile  and 
top  up  with  a  credit  card  whenever  you  wish.  To 
order  by  cheque  or  credit  card,  or  for  more 
information,  call  our  hodine  below. 


Package 

includes 

•  Up  to  5 
hours  of 
free  calls 

•  60  days5 
service 

•  calls  from 
5p  a  minute 


Talk 


Call  by  December  15  for  pre-Christmas  delivery 

0800  66  77  80 

Lines  open  24  hours.  MasterCard  ^nd  Visa  accepted 
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BoS  sells 
£13bn 
trustee 
funds  to 
US  bank 

By  Richard  Miles 
banking  CORRESPONDENT 

BANK  of  Scotland  (BoS) 
has  agreed  to  sell  its  £13 
billion  fund  trusteeship 
business  to  State  Street 
Bank  the  US  provider  of 
services  to  institutional 
investors. 

Stewart  Henderson, 
general  manager  of  Bank 
of  Scotland,  said  the  dis¬ 
posal  was  prompted  by  the 
rapid  globalisation  of  the 
custody  and  trusteeship 
industry.  The  sale,  for 
what  could  be  several  mil¬ 
lions  over  a  number  of 
years,  will  also  enable  the 
bank  to  focus  on  its  core 
businesses  at  a  time  when 
information  technology 
costs  are  rising. 

Mr  Henderson  said: 
“This  saves  us  from  being 
diverted.  Technology  is 
driving  the  trusteeship 
business,  and  with  both 
the  Millenium  and  Euro¬ 
pean  Monetary  Union 
coming  up,  each  system 
costs  money  to  redevelop." 
He  added  that  the  cost  of 
updating  the  banks'  sys¬ 
tems  for  die  year  2000  was 
“in  the  tens  of  millions". 

State  Street,  assuming  it 
receives  regulatory  ap¬ 
proval.  will  take  over  the 
trusteeship  of  1S3  funds 
with  a  combined  value  of 
approximately  £13  billion. 
It  has  also  agreed  to  take 
over  the  lease  on  the 
Edinburgh  premises  of  the 
business,  giving  the  bank 
its  first  office  in  Scotland. 

The  acquisition  marks 
State  Street's  first  signifi¬ 
cant  move  into  the  fund 
trusteeship  business  in  the 
UK.  It  is  already  a  leading 
supplier  of  custodial  ser¬ 
vices  to  UK  pension  funds, 
controlling  about  $25  bil¬ 
lion  of  assets. 

Ronald  Logue,  executive 
vice-president  at  State 
Street  said  the  acquisition 
“represents  a  significant 
step  forward  in  our  mis¬ 
sion  to  service  the  needs  of 
institutional  investors  and 
collective  investment  vehi¬ 
cles  globally”. 

Unitholders  should  see 
no  difference  as  a  result  of 
the  deal,  nor  incur  extra 
costs.  The  two  banks  hope 
to  complete  the  transaction 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 


Strong  pound  forces  sharp 
fall  in  David  S  Smith  profits 


By  Martin  Barrow 

David  s  smith,  one  of 
Britain’s  last  surviving  inde¬ 
pendent  paper  manufacturers, 
suffered  a  sharp  fall  in  profits 
in  the  first  half  because  of  the 
strength  of  sterling,  which 
exacerbated  extremely  com¬ 
petitive  conditions. 

The  company  also  gave 
warning  that  second-half  con¬ 
ditions  were  unlikely  to  im¬ 
prove  significantly,  prompting 
an  8*2p  fall  in  the  shares  to 
196*2  p.  Earlier  this  year,  the 
shares  traded  at  325*2  p. 

In  the  six  months  to  Novem¬ 


ber  I  pre-tax  profits  fell  to 
£293  million,  from  £58.6  mil¬ 
lion.  Group  turnover  fell  9.8 
per  cent,  to  £5543  million, 
with  about  half,  of  the  fall 
attributed  to  adverse  currency 
movements.  Earnings  fell  to 
7.1p  (14.1p)  a  share.  However, 
the  interim  dividend  rises  3.8 
per  cent,  to  2.7p  a  share.  . 

Alan  Cements,  chairman, 
said:  "Our  earnings  have  been 
badly  hit  by  sterling's  strength 
and  an  extremely  competitive 
environment  for  packaging 
paper  and  office  products. 
These  factors  seem  set  to 
continue  into  the  second  half. 


In  the  medium  term,  good 
growth  in  demand,  industry 
consolidation  and  rationalisa¬ 
tion  of  industry  capacity 
should  lead  to  a  gradual 
improvement  in  our  markets." 

He  added:  “We  believe  we 
are  near  the  bottom  of  the 
paper  pricing  cyde  and  while 
current  profitability  is  disap¬ 
pointing  we  remain  convinced 
the  group  has  a  good  future." 

Peter  Williams,  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  said  that  if  the  pound  held 
at  the  DM295  level,  it  would 
result  in  further  deterioration 
of  up  to  £7  million  in  results 
for  the  financial  year.  He 


added:  “Sterling  is  going  to 
continue  id  weigh  on  us . . ." 

Turnover  in  the  packaging 
and  paper  division  suffered  a 
15.4  per  cent  fall,  to  £354.9 
million,  and  operating  profits 
fell  to  £23.9  million  from  £52 
million.  The  division's  overall 
sales  volumes  rose  marginally 
but  could  not  offset  the  contin¬ 
ued  slide  in  selling  prices  and 
the  translation  impact  of 
strong  sterling.  Operating 
margins  in  the  division  feU 
sharply  to  6.9  per  cent,  from 
124  per  cent  previously. 

Profits  from  office  products 
fell  io  £9.7  million  from  £10.7 


million,  on  turnover  that  rose 
slightly  to  £199.9  million  from 
£195.7  million. 

In  spite  of  the  half-year 
setback  Mr  Williams  said  that 
David  S  Smith,  with  gearing 
of  just  28  per  cenr.  has  the 
financial  strength  to  contem¬ 
plate  making  acquisitions.  He 
said:  “We  are  looking  to  fill  in 
our  geographical  holes  like 
Germany.  We  would  like  to 
continue  to  grow-  in  Italy  and 
in  France.  We  would  obvious¬ 
ly  look  at  shareholder  interest. 
I  think  we  could  go  for  a 
medium-size  acquisition.”  he 
added. 


John  Rudgard,  left,  and  Esmond  Bulmer  are  confident  that  advertising  wQl  be  able  to  bring  new  life  to  the  sector 

Cider  woe  spreads  to  Bulmer 


By  Chris  Ayres 

MORE  misery  in  the  cider 
market  was  revealed  yester¬ 
day  as  H  P  Bulmer.  the  maker 
of  Strongbow,  Woodpecker 
and  Scrumpy  Jade,  said  its 
pre-tax  profits  had  fallen  14 
per  cent  from  £16.6  million  to 
£143  million,  in  the  six 
months  to  October  24. 

The  announcement  follows 
similarly  bleak  results  from 
Matthew  Clark  and  Merry- 
down,  Buhner’s  rivals.  How¬ 


ever,  Bulmer,  whose  chief 
executive  is  John  Rudgard, 
said  it  was  confident  that 
advertising  could  bring  new 
life  to  the  sector,  and  has 
added  about  £25  million  to  its 
own  marketing  budget 

Turnover  fell  5  per  cent 
from  £163  million  to  £154 
million,  with  earnings  per 
share  falling  13  per  cent  from 
203!  p  to  17.63p.  An  interim 
dividend  of  53p,  up  from  4.9p, 
will  be  paid  on  February  16. 

The  results  sent  Buhner’s 


share  price  sliding  to  its  lowest 
level  for  almost  three  years, 
falling  15p  to  392*2 p.  well 
below  the  high  of  626p  this 
year. 

Esmond  Bulmer.  the  com¬ 
pany’s  chairman,  said:  “Most 
of  the  decline  in  the  market 
has  occurred  either  as  a  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  introduction  of 
the  high-strength  cider  duty  or 
poorly  performing  own-label 
and  economy  ciders. 

"In  an  otherwide  dull  mar¬ 
ket  the  performance  of  Buhner 


brands,  with  the  exception  of 
White  Lightning,  continue  to 
give  cause  for  encourage¬ 
ment" 

He  added  that  Bulmer’s 
international  operations  were 
performing  well.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  recently  bought  Har¬ 
vest  Wine,  a  cider  maker  in 
New  Zealand,  and  total  export 
volume  has  grown  18  per  cent 
However,  Mr  Bulmer  said 
that  the  strength  of  sterling 
had  affected  both  sales  and 
profit 


Sage  grows  and 
welcomes  EMU 


By  Chris  Ayres 


SAGE,  the  supplier  of 
accounting  software  and  PC 
products,  yesterday  reported  a 
25  per  cent  rise  in  pre-tax 
profits  from  the  year  to  Sep¬ 
tember  30  from  £30  million  to 
£38  million. 

The  Newcastle  company 
said  it  hopes  to  benefit  from 
European  economic  and  mon¬ 
etary  union  and  will  be  mar¬ 
keting  a  range  of  EMU 
compliant  products  and  ser¬ 
vices  during  next  year. 

Turnover  was  £152  million, 
up  from  £1363  million,  and 
earnings  per  share  were 
23.43p,  up  27  per  cent  from 
183p.  A  total  dividend  of  29p, 
up  from  264p.  will  be  paid  on 
February  23. 

Sage  said  its  US  businesses 
although  in  a  competitive 
environment  had  shown  good 
growth  in  profits  and  mar¬ 
gins.  It  added  that  SAARI  and 


Sybel.  its  two-  French  com¬ 
panies.  had  been  merged  into 
one  business  and  were  well 
positioned  for  growth. 

Michael  Jackson,  the  com¬ 
pany's  chairman,  said:  “Fur¬ 
ther  opportunities  exist  to 
expand  the  business  interna¬ 
tionally  and  we  are  weD 
placed  to  take  advantage  of 
these  as  and  when  they  arise. 

“The  continuing  organic 
growth  of  our  existing  busi¬ 
nesses  should  ensure  a  satis¬ 
factory  outcome  for  the 
current  year  ” 

Mr  Jackson  recently  re¬ 
placed  David  Goldman,  the 
founder  of  Sage,  who  retired 
in  September  because  of  ill- 
health.  The  company  said  Mr 
Goldman’s  strengths,  flair 
and  strategic  vision  were 
widely  admired.  Tom  Max- 
field,  the  company's  UK  sales 
director,  has  also  retired. 


Railtrack 

welcomes 

review 

RAILTRACK  yesterday  wel¬ 
comed  the  move  by  John 
Swift  die  Rail  Regulator,  to 
launch  a  review  of  how 
much  Railtrack  charges  rail 
companies  to  use  its  track 
and  stations,  despite  die 
announcement  knocking 
nearly  8  per  cent  off  its  share 
price  (Jason  Niss£  writes). 

Mr  Swift  said  he  would  re¬ 
view  the  access  charging 
structure.  This  allows  charges 
to  rise  no  more  than  2  per  cent 
less  than  the  retail  prices 
index  each  year  and  runs 
until  the  end  of  2001.  It  also 
allows  for  penalties  to  be 
payable  by  Railtrack  for  ser¬ 
vice  failures.  The  new  struc¬ 
ture  is  expected  in  2002 
Railtrack  said  that  it  was 
encouraged  that  the  Rail 
Regulator  wanted  to  draw 
upon  best  practice  operat¬ 
ing  across  the  privatised  uti¬ 
lities.  Commentary,  page  29 


Clean-coal  plan  at 
Scottish  Hydro 

By  Christine  Buckley,  industrial  correspondent 


SCOTTISH  Hydro-Electric 
has  a  plan  for  clean-coal 
generation  “waiting  in  the 
wings"  if  the  Government 
were  to  keep  a  permanent 
moratorium  on  gas-fired  sta¬ 
tions  and  the  economics  of 
clean-coal  were  improved. 

The’ Scottish  generator  and 
electricity  distributor,  which 
yesterday  committed  £220  mil¬ 
lion  to  a  planned  upgrade  of 
its  Peterhead  station,  has 
based  its  expansion  strategy 
heavily  on  gas-fired  power 
station  development  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  has  a  number  of  key 
section  36  planning  approvals 
—  the  consents  from  the 
Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  which  have  now 
been  blocked. 

Roger  Young,  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  said  the  company  “will 
make  representations  to  the 
Scottish  Office  and  through 


them  to  the  DTI"  over  the 
moratorium  which  was  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  last  week.  But  he  said:  “If 
the  Government  were  to  find 
that  dean  coal  would  be 
supported,  then  we  have  a 
clean-coal  project  waiting  in 
the  wings." 

Mr  Young  said  clean  coal 
could  be  burned  at  Read  by. 
the  gas-fired  •  station  near 
Scunthorpe.  But  with  section 
36  approvals  for  large  exten¬ 
sions  to  both  Keadbv  and 
Seabank  —  its  Bristol  station 
jointly  owned  with  BG  —  Mr 
Young  said  the  moratorium 
was  not  a  pressing  concern. 

The  company  yesterday  re¬ 
ported  pre-tax  profits  up  17  per 
cent  to  E71.9  million  in  the  half 
year  to  September  30.  The 
interim  dividend,  up  10  per 
cent  to  531  p,  will  be  paid  on 
March  18. 


Morland 
calls  for 
fair  duty 

By  Martin  Barrow 

MORLAND,  the  pubs  and 
brewing  company  whose  beer 
brands  include  Old  Speckled 
Hen  and  Ruddles,  yesterday 
lent  its  voice  to  industry  pro¬ 
tests  over  the  discrepancy 
between  beer  duty  in  the  UK 
and  in  Europe. 

Martin  Mays-Smith,  chair¬ 
man.  said:  “This  distortion 
leads  to  a  significant  loss  of 
government  revenue,  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  criminal  activ¬ 
ity.  a  weakened  brewing 
industry,  and  a  far- from -level 
playing  field  on  which  to 
compete  with  our  European 
counterparts.” 

However,  Mr  Mays-Smith 
said  he  was  confident  the 
European  Commission  would 
accept  UK  beer  supply 
agreements. 

'Morland  was  announcing  a 
rise  in  pre-tax  profits  to  £1657 
million,  from  £1435  million, 
for  the  year  to  September  30. 
Turnover  rose  to  £103.9  mil¬ 
lion  from  £83.4  million. 

Adjusted  earnings  in¬ 
creased  io  39.7p  a  share  from 
375p.  The  total  dividend  rises 
to  13.18p  a  share  from  12.49p, 
with  a  final  939p.  The  shares 
fell  7*2  p  to  467*2  p. 


BUSINESS  ROUNDUP; 


ICS  Group  names 
new  chairman 

TREVOR  WHEATLEY,  former  chairman  of  Control 
Techniques,  has  emerged  at  the  helm  of  the  struggling 
Industrial  Control  Services  Group.  Mr  Wheatley,  who  sold 
his  former  business  to  America's  Emerson  Electric  for  £214 
million  in  1995,  is  to  become  chairman,  with  a  personal  equiiy 
investment  in  ICS  of  £15  million.  The  company’s  new  chief 
executive  will  be  Geoff  Withrington.  former  managing 
director  nf  Eurotherm  and  Fisons  Instruments. 

ICS  is  raising  £32.1  million  by  way  of  a  placing  and  open 
offer  of  new  shares  at  30p  a  share,  fully  underwritten  by 
HSBC  Investment  Bank.  The  funds  will  be  used  to  reduce 
existing  borrowings  and  to  fund  future  working  capital 
requirements.  ICS.  whose  shares  have  fallen  from  I75p 
earlier  this  year,  also  estimated  a  pre-tax  loss  of  £27  million 
for  the  half  year  to  November  30.  but  said  it  expected  to 
return  to  profit  in  the  second  half.  Tempus.  page  30 

Razorback  raises  £2.3m 

RAZORBACK  Vehicles  Corporation,  an  Australian  company 
that  installs  cargo  beds  and  tailgates  in  Volkswagen 
Transporter  light  commercial  vehicles,  lias  raised  £2.3 
million  in  London  through  a  flotation  on  the  Alternative 
Investment  Market.  The  placing  of  new  shares  at  102p  each 
by  Peel.  Hunt  values  the  company  at  £23.1  million.  The 
company  incurred  a  loss  of  A$43  million  (£1.7  million!  before 
tax  in  the  year  ro  June  30.  Share  dealings  began  yesterday. 

Drummond  payout  held 

DRUMMOND,  the  maker  of  fabric  for  woollen  garments,  is 
holding  the  interim  dividend  at  0.5p  a  share  in  spite  of  a  a  fall 
in  pre-tax  profits  to  £503.000.  from  £805.000,  in  the  half-year 
to  September  30.  Sales  fell  to  £285  million  (£29.7  million). 
Stefan  Simmonds.  chairman,  said  profits  were  affected  by 
overseas  competition  arising  from  sterling's  strength  and 
second-half  profits  were  unlikely  to  maich  the  first  half  if  the 
pound  stayed  strong.  Earnings  "fell  to  156p  a  share  (2.97p). 

Pemberstone’s  £8m  deal 

PEMBERSTONE,  the  specialist  property  investment  com¬ 
pany.  is  to  buy  205  rented  residential  properties  from  Homes 
for  Tenants,  a  Business  Expansion  Scheme  company,  for  £8.22 
million.  The  portfolio  comprises  a  mix  from  detached  houses 
to  studio  fiats  in  London,  the  South  East  and  South  West, 
Midlands  and  South  Wales.  The  purchase  is  Pemberstone's 
first  from  the  “exit"  BES  sector  where  more  than  £600  million 
of  rented  residential  property  is  likely  to  be  available. 

Firth  Rixson  sets  record 

FIRTH  RIXSON.  the  specialist  engineering  group  based  in 
Sheffield.  lifted  pre-tax  profits  to  a  record  £16.1  million  in  the 
year  to  September  30,  from  £5.1  million  the  previous  year  when 
figures  were  hit  by  a  E2.57  million  charge  against  disposals. 
Adjusted  earnings  were  83p  a  share  (4p).  The  dividend  rises  to 
2.8p  a  share,  from  1.4p.  with  a  final  of  2p.  Martin  Llowarch. 
chairman,  said  there  was  a  strong  contribution  from  the  US 
and  a  continuing  good  performance  in  the  UK. 


Save on 
business fares 

to  the  USA . 
Doritgo. 

With  BT  Conference  Call,  you  can  hold  meetings  anywhere 
in  the  world  without  leaving  your  desk.  And  you  can  talk  to 
as  many'  or  as  few  people  as  you  want.  All  you  need  is  a 
phone,  and  you're  in  business. 

Why  not  change  Ike  way  tee  work?  IB  I 


BT  Conference  Call,  Fora  free  demonstration: 

freefone  0800  800  800 


OFFER  ENDS  3l.1S.97.  ’UP  TO  1.000  PEOPLE  SUBJECT  TO  AVAILABILITY. 
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GROUP  PLC 


What  connects  a  health  club  operator  with  two  IT  businesses,  a  recruitment  consultancy,  a  shipbroking  services  company,  a  healthcare  systems  specialist,  two  investment  trusts  and  a  vehicle 
management  group?  Last  month  they  raised  over  £312  million  to  help  finance  their  future  by  joining  the  2,680  companies  already  listed  on  the  London  Stock  Exchange.  To  find  out  what 
opportunities  a  listing  on  the  London  Stock  Exchange  could  provide  for  your  company,  call  our  information  service  on  0171  797  1372. 


STOCK  EXCHANGE 


Http://www.stockex. co.uk  London  Stock  Excharge,  Old  Broad  Street  London  EC2N  1HP  Fax:  0171  410  6861 
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Oh,  oh ...  so 

compassionate 

Martyn  Palmer 

a  iMe  to  a  d«ade  meets  actor  Pierce  "  “mplelely  ovei 

ago,  when  the  chance  to  -  wneimea  me.  


Pierce  Brosnan  vividly  re¬ 
members  a  Thursday  night 

a  little  more  than  a  decade 
ago,  when  the  chan  a?  to 
play  James  Bond  seemed  to  have 
slipped  from  his  grasp  forever.  He 
sat  alone  in  his  Los  Angeles  home 
surrounded  by  a  complete  set  of  the 
works  of  Ian  Fleming  newly  in¬ 
stalled  on  the  bookcase  in  his  study, 
serving  as  a  rather  poignant  re¬ 
minder  of  what  was  not  to  be. 

“I  felt  a  kind  of  ugly  numbness 
when  if  all  fell  apart."  he  says.  “If 
was  a  very  painful  experience." 
Brosnan  had  been  die  favourite  to 
follow  Roger  Moore  and  the  Bond 
producers  had  offered  him  the  job 
when  NBC.  who  had  him  under 
contract  for  the  TV  show  Remington 
Steele .  refused  to  release  him.  “By 
the  Saturday  Timothy  Dalton  was 
in  as  Bond  and  it  went  out  of  my  1  i/e. 
Never  in  my  wildest  dreams  did  I 
think  it  would  come  back." 

So  it  is  with  a  justifiable  sense  of 
satisfaction  that  Brosnan,  in  London 
to  promote  his  second  Bond  film. 
Tomorrow  Never  Dies  { reviewed  on 
Jadng  page),  can  look  up  at  buses 
and  billboards  from  Sunset  Boule¬ 
vard  to  Leicester  Square  and  see 
himself  peering  down  in  the  classic 
007  pose. 

His  first  Bond  movie.  ColdenEye . 
was  released  in  1995  and  has  been 
the  most  successful  of  all  the  IS  films 
in  the  series,  grossing  $350  million 
worldwide.  Not  only  was  Bond 
back,  he  was  back  in  a  style  to  which 
even  he  may  not  have  been  quite 
accustomed  to  before. 

“When  we  ca  me  to  do  ColdenEye, 

I  felt  this  amazing  calmness  because 
1  had  nothing  to  lose  and  everything 
to  gain.  It  meant  a  lot  to  me  but  it  felt 
right.  And  it  did  seem,  after  the 
earlier  mishaps,  that  in  some  way  I 
was  destined  to  play  this  role." 

Second  time  around,  making 
Tomorrow  Never  Dies,  he  felt  more 
confident  of  what  he  was  bringing  to 
the  role,  although  he  admits  that  the 
filming  —  on  location  in  the  UK. 
France.  Thailand.  Germany,  Mexi¬ 
co  and  America  —  was.  at  least 
initially,  fraught-  As  shooting 
started  in  April  this  year,  reports 
began  to  circulate  of  problems  with 
the  script  and  of  tension  on  set 
between  some  of  the  principal  actors 
and  British  director  Roger 
Spotfiswoode. 


Martyn  Palmer 

meets  actor  Pierce 
Brosnan,  the  man 
taking  James  Bond 
into  the  next  century 


“I  think  that  Tomorrow  Never 
Dies  was  a  difficult  movie  for  all 
concerned.  It  was  difficult  for  the 
producers,  for  Roger  because  it  was 
his  first  Bond  movie,  and  for  me. 
There  were  problems  with  the  script 
to  start  with.  There  had  been  some 
rewrites  and  I  think  at  one  point  we 
were  in  danger  of  throwing  the  baby 
out  with  the  bathwater,  but  we 


C  When  they 
are  big  and 
bold,  the 
Bond 

movies  are 
untouchable  9 


overcame  that  as  we  went  along. 

“The  Bond  character  has  travelled 
well  and  has  lived  a  long  time  over 
many,  many  years  and  many  mov¬ 
ies.  And  just  when  everybody 
thought  it  was  down  and  out  far  the 
count  it  comes  back.  The  Bond 
movies,  when  they  are  big  and  bold, 
are  untouchable  and  the  Americans 
don't  have  then*.  We  should  be 
proud  of  that." 

And  so  should  Brosnan.  He 
brings  Bond  to  the  screen  with  a 
verve  and  style  that  was  lacking  in 
the  1960s.  He  is  the  fifth  Bond  — 
following  Sean  Connery.  George 
Lazenby,  Roger  Moore  and  Dalton. 
If  pushed,  he  pays  homage  to 
Connery  as  the  best  of  the  bunch. 

Brosnan  remembers  seeing  his 
first  Bond  movie  as  a  ten-year-old, 
shortly  after  his  family  had  moved 
to  London  from  Co  Meath,  in 
Ireland.  “It  was  Sean  Connery  in 
Goldfingerin  1964  at  the  old  ABC  in 


Putney  High  Street  Amazing.  I’d 
never  seen  a  film  in  Technicolor 
before  and  it  completely  over¬ 
whelmed  me. 

“Connery  was  my  Bond,  although 
Roger  brought  a  style  and  humour 
to  it  that  cannot  be  denied,  irs  hard 
for  me  to  articulate  or  define  what 
my  Bond  is  about  fd  rather  leave 
that  up  to  the  history  books." 

He  does,  however,  feel  that  his 
Bond  owes  many  character  traits  to 
Ian  Fleming's  original  creation,  and 
likes  to  refer  to  dial  set  of  novels, 
nestling  back  at  his  home  in  LA.  for 
inspiration  and  guidance-  “I  go  back 
to  Casino  Royale  again  and  again 
for  a  number  of  reasons.  It’s  a  very 
fine  book  and.  I  think,  almost  a 
blueprint  for  Bond’s  character. 

“But  I  refer  to  the  others  too.  I  puli 
one  down  from  ihe  bookcase,  open  it 
from  any  page  and  start  reading 
what  Fleming  put  down  about  the 
man.  I  like  to  do  ir  to  acquaint 
myself  with  the  character  again  and 
then  1  go  to  the  script  And  1  do  think 
that  our  Bond  is  pretty  dose  to  the 
original  character  in  some  ways. 

“I  think  that  Fleming  created  a 
character  who  did  have  doubts,  who 
did  have  fears,  a  man  who  leaned 
into  the  vodka  martinis  and  leaned 
into  the  dependence  and  use  —  and 
sometimes  the  abuse  —  of  women." 

But  it  would  be  wrong,  says 
Brosnan,  to  be  hidebound  by  the 
originals,  both  cinematic  and  print 
“The  climate  has  changed  dramati¬ 
cally.  We  are  making  a  movie  that 
we  hope  is  in  step  with  the  times,  so 
you  can't  repeat  what  Sean  Connery 
did  in  die  1960s.  That  would  be  a 
period  piece. 

"When  you  talk  about  a  1990s 
Bond.  I  think  Bond  should  remain 
fairly  constant  in  character  and  tone 
but  it  is  the  director  who  drives  the 
piece  on.  I  think  with  ColdenEye 
and  Tomorrow  Never  Dies  we  have 
an  edginess  and  sophistication  of 
film-making  that  wasn't  there  be¬ 
fore.  It  had  lost  its  way  over  the 
years,  certainly  after  Roger's  time, 
and  they  just  churned  them  out" 

Brosnan  feels  there  are  more 
glimpses  of  the  human  side  of  Bond 
in  Tomorrow  Never  Dies  and  that  is 
something  he  would  like  to  see 
develop  in  future  films.  “I  think  you 
have  to  show  Bond’s  ruthless  streak. 
He  is  a  killer,  a  survivalist,  a  man 
who  is  a  hunter  and  is  hunted  and  I 


The  new-look  Bond:  “You  can’t  repeat  what  Sean  Connery  did  In  the  1960s.  Thai  would  be  a  period  piece” 


think  that  was  lost  over  the  years. 
But  1  also  think  that  he  is  a  man  who 
is  somewhat  haunted  fay  these 
deaths  and  these  killings.  It  has  got 
to  get  to  him  in  some  way  and  I 
would  like  to  see  that  develop. 

“But  you  can't  move  too  far  from 
what  Bond  is.  There  is  a  ruthless¬ 
ness  mixed  in  with  a  suave,  sophisti¬ 


cated  man  of  the  world,  a  womanis¬ 
ing.  vodka-swilling  chauvinist  He's 
still  lusty  after  all  these 
years . . .  and  quite  right  too." 

At  43,  Brosnan  is  looking  forward 
ro  taking  Bond  into  a  new  century 
and  possibly  beyond,  before 
handing  over  a  thriving  franchise  to 
a  new  man.  “IVn  the  fifth  man  to 


play  this  part  and  there  is  no  reason 
when  my  day  is  done  that  some 
other  guy  can’t  come  in  and  fill  these 
shoes.  Why  not?  Irs  hard  to  define 
why  the  films  have  survived  for  so 
long  —  the  music,  the  locations,  the 
girls,  the  gadgets  —  but  ultimately,  1 
suppose,  it's  the  man  who  plays  the 
role  that  makes  Bond  live:" 


SNAP 

VERDICT 


‘James 
is  back 
on  form’ 

Every  week,  young  film  fans  <0 
discuss  some  of  the  latest 
releases... 

U  TOMORROW 
NEVER  DIES 
Jethro  Aukin.  19:  After  the 
disappointment  of  Colden¬ 
Eye.  Janies  Bond  is  back  on 
form. 

Fiftma  Ralph.  I&  Jonathan 
Pryce  delivers  the  most  villain¬ 
ous  of  villains.  This  definitely 
isamuswee. 

Leslie  Isaiah  Thomas.  19:  The 
constant  product  endorsement 
slows  the  pace  of  the  whole 
movie.  Bond  seems  to  have 
sold  out. 

Sharada  Osman.  19:  Bond 
girl  Michelle  Yeoh  really  kicks 
butt.  Now  that's  what  I  call 
Girl  Pcrweri 

■  PERSONS  UNKNOWN 
Jethro:  The  performances  are  ^ 
competent  despite  the  appall-  ^ 
ing  dialogue. 

fmma:  The  body  count  is 
shockingly  high  in  this  below 
average  thriller. 

Leslie:  elicited  characters  ut¬ 
tering  cliched  dialogue.  That* 
all  you  need  to  know. 

Sharada:  This  is  one  of  those 
movies  that  takes  itself  a  little 
too  seriously. 

■  I  KNOW 
WHAT  YOU  DID 
LAST  SUMMER 

Jethro:  Predictable,  trite  rub¬ 
bish.  I  think  111  have  to  go 

again-  . 

Emma:  a  great  date  movie  —  y 
so  scary  that  yew  will  spend 
the  entire  evening  in  each 
other's  arms. 

Leslie:  In  this  film,  pictur¬ 
esque  smalltown  America 
comes  under  attack  from  a 
psychopath.  All  in  all.  my  kind 
of  movie. 

Sharada:  All  of  the  cartoon- 
like  violence  just  made  me 
laugh. 


THEATRE:  Incestuous  passions  stirred  in  Stratford;  yo-ho-ho  and  a  bottle  of  rum  in  Hammersmith;  nymphs  and  old  satyrs  in  Dublin 


Lust,  fear  and  other  family  values 


Pity  the  protagonisi  of 
Richard  Nelson's  fine 
new  play.  He  returns  to 
Clapham  after  spending  rhe 
war  as  an  evacuee  in  Canada, 
where  he  was  hit  by  his  uncle, 
saw  a  pet  kitten  drowned  by 
his  aunt,  and  got  persecuted 
for  his  English  accent  at 
school.  And  whar  happens 
when,  back  in  England,  he 
slips  behind  a  screen  in  the 
living  room  and  scrubs  him¬ 
self  in  the  family's  tin  bath? 


Other  Ptece.:Stralf6rd 


His  sister,  pregnant  by  a 
doctor-husband  twice  her  age. 
gives  him  what  is  known  in 
professional  circles  as  hand 
relief.  The  Canadian  moun¬ 
tains  are  safe  beside  this  torrid 
London  swamp. 

For  a  scene  and  a  bit.  I 
wasn't  sure  I  would  like 


Goodnight  Children.  There 
was  an  awful  lot  of  strenuous 
giggling  and  whooping  as  17- 
year-old  Peter’s  three  sisters 
welcomed  him  home.  But  as 
the  jokes,  games  and  festive 
tickling  became  more  erotical¬ 
ly  suggestive,  1  realised  it  was 
necessary  preparation.  What 


WHEN  YOU 

NEED  SAVING, 

CALL 

007 

rf  you  take  two  or  more  insurance  policy  which,  from 
holidays  a  year,  your  travel  only  £46,  covers  you  for 
insurance  costs  as  many  foreign 

can  mount  up.  holidays  as  you 

That's  why  we've  want  to  take  in 

come  up  with  General  Accident  one  year,  so  let 
Travel  bond*.  __  Direct  Travelbond  come 

Travelbond  is  a  Sft  yjg  to  your  rescue,  so 

simple,  you  can  live  for 

no-nonsense  tomorrow! 
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Nelson  proceeds  to  do  is  to 
cram  a  jolly  1940s  comedy 
with  sexual  desperation. 
Think  of  early  Raitigan  adapt¬ 
ed  by  John  Ford,  or  imagine 
one  of  Harry  Enfield's  period 
spoofs  rejigged  by  Pinter,  or 
introduce  incest  into  Brief 
Encounter,  and  you  have  the 
rough  idea. 

Nelson  is  the  author  of 
Between  East  and  West.  Some 
Americans  Abroad  and  other 
plays  involving  dislocation, 
cultural  contradiction  and 
rootlessness.  He  is  just  the 
man  to  dramatise  the  muddles 
or  Simon  Scardifield’s  Peter 
and  of  siblings  who  have  been 
separated  and  emotionally 
maimed  by  the  war.  As  Robin 
Weaver’s  sultry  Vi  remarks, 
they  have  missal  each  other’s 
lives.  For  his  seducer.  Cathryn 
Bradshaw's  Ann,  Peter  is 
brother,  stranger,  boy.  man  — 
and.  since  she  mothered  him 
when  he  was  small,  a  kind  of 
son  too. 

Scardifidd  is  strong  when 
he  can  brood  or  look  bewil¬ 
dered.  but  snuggles  when  he 
has  to  proclaim  his  love  for  his 
sister's  body.  In  all  other 
respects,  though.  Nelson  has 
written  a  remarkably  deft, 
assured  play.  In  the  person  of 
Ann’s  husband  Mike  (Colin 


McCormack)  he  gives  us  a 
lovdy  case  study  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  habit  of  denying  painful 
truths,  and  in  ihai  of  his  fellow 
doctor  Hugh  (Malcolm  Scales) 
all  the  instinctive  sexism  of  50 
years  ago.  He  also  displays 
huge  skill  in  gradually  under¬ 
mining  the  mystique  of  par¬ 
ents  who  were  killed  in  Che 
war  and  exposing  Father  as  an 
adulterous  drunk  and  Mother 
as  a  deeply  troubled  woman. 

Everywhere  there  is  frustra¬ 
tion  and  need,  everywhere 
there  is  confusion.  This  is  a 
world  in  which  brothers  be¬ 
come  lovers,  husbands  are 
surrogate  fathers,  and  (viz  the 
awful  Hugh)  fathers  see  their 
daughters  half  as  wives.  Every 
family  role  is  up  for  grabs. 
Everyone  is  trying  to  define 
himself  or  herself  and  every 
relationship  is  in  need  of  a  new 
name.  The  period  may  be  1945. 
but  it  is  also  now.  By  the  time 
Ian  Brown's  cast  reprise  the 
odd  lullaby  that  gives  the  play 
its  title  —  “lay  your  head  upon 
your  pillow,  don't  be  a  kid  or  a 
weeping  willow"  —  I  felt  I  had 
seen  the  personal  uncertain¬ 
ties  of  our  era  in  fascinating 
microcosm. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


ROBERT  LOUIS  STEVEN¬ 
SON’S  ripping  yam  has  sent 
generations  of  children  to  bed 
with  visions  of  swarthy  pi¬ 
rates  and  parrots  squawking 
“pieces  of  eight".  Neil  Bartlett 
transposes  the  novel  to  the 
stage  with  wit  and  flair  with¬ 
out  losing  the  sense  or  lan¬ 
guage  of  fee  original 

Set  In  the  cavernous  belly  of 
the  ship  that  takes  our  adven¬ 
turers  to  Treasure  Island, 
Bartlett  uses  Victorian  sea 
shanties  to  capture  the  rough 
magic  of  a  tale  that  is  more 
than  just  the  legend  of  Old 
Flint’s  booty,  and  characters 
such  as  scar-faced  Captain 
BOl  who  drinks  himself  into  a 
stroke  in  the  fust  half. 

It  is  young  Jim  Hawkins's 
dreams  that  make  this  the 
awfully  big  adventure  it  turns 
out  to  be.  Indeed,  he’s  lowered 
on  stage  asleep  on  a  table 
suspended  from  the  rafters. 
With  a  touch  of  flickering 
green  light  on  the  canvas 
sails,  Angela  Davies's  set 
plunges  us  among  the  ghosts 
of  pirates  at  the  bottom  of  the 
sea.  They  wear  hoops  in  their 
ears,  have  gaps  where  teeth 


This  hits 
the  black 
spot 


should  be  and  do  choruses  of 
juicy  “aargghhs"  Andrew 
Fielding's  psychopathic  Blind 
Pew,  with  his  purple  shades 
and  white  stick,  can  bear  a 
finger  stirring  long  before  the 
blade  has  been  drawn. 

You  can  almost  sznell  the 
salt  spray  as  die  ship  gets 
going  and  the  cast  start  listing 
in  time  to  fifteen  Men  on  a 
Dead  Man's  Chest,  sung  a 
cappdla  by  the  crew  of  pirates 
recruited  by  Tristan  Sharps's 
witless  do-gooder.  .  Squire 
Trelawney,  who  has  Flint’s 


treasure  map.  There  are  no 
pretty  voices  here.  Wrapped 
in  a  velvet  coat,  his  left  leg  tied 
up  under  him.  Tom  George- 
son's  major  feat  of  the  eve¬ 
ning  as  Long  John  Silver  is 
that  he  doesn’t  break  his  neck 
negotiating  the  steep  rake: 

Bartlett’s  production  han-^ 
dies  more  death  than  most  ^ 
parents  might  feel  comfort¬ 
able  with.  Despite  the  fact  that 
there’s  not  much  menace,  and 
(ess  myth,  around  Silver, 
there  is  still  plenty  of  talk  of 
slitting  throats  and  hang¬ 
man’s  ropes.  Death  proves  to 
be  the  main  protagonist  in 
Hawkins’s  rites  of  passage. 

To  my  mind  that’s  what’s  so 
good  about  the  production.  It 
works  against  the  grain  of 
Stevenson's  Calvinist  tenden¬ 
cies.  It  is  the  light-fingered 
way  the  cast  go  about  their 
dastardly  business  that  gives 
Bartlett’s  production  its  mus¬ 
tard.  That  and  the  wonderful- 
fy  daring  pauses  where  you  * 
can  Jet  your  imagination 
work.  It  shivers  the  limbers. 

James 

Christopher 


Birthpangs  of  age 


CHIRPAliN  is  as  good  a  word 
as  any  to  describe  what  17- 
year-old  Jacinta  is  carrying  m 
her  womb.  There  are  certainly 
less  mysterious,  less  gentle 
ones  that  some  might  use  for 
the  unborn  child  whose  father 
Jacinta  refuses  to  name,  de¬ 
spite  constant  pressure  from 
her  ageing  male  relatives. 

The  world  into  which  this 
child  will  be  born  is  an 
unpleasant,  decayed  place, 
peopled  with  young  girls  and 
old  men  who  have  become,  it 
seems,  demented  with  lust  for 
them.  The  only  exception  is  a 
sleek,  young  'hypnotist  (Pat 
KinevahcJ  who  offers  quasi¬ 
religious  therapy  to  dramatist 
Tom  MacIntyre's  dangerously 
unbalanced  community.  In 
this  dysfunctional  milieu,  the 
arrival  of  a  child  can  only  lead 
to  further  problems. 

MacIntyre  has  always  bro¬ 
ken  free  of  familiar  dramatic 
structure.  Actions  arrive  out  of 
sequence,  apparently  dis¬ 
placed  by  events  we  can  barely 
begin  to  understand. 

It  is  a  risky-  approach,  but 
one  that  has.  in  the  past,  paid 
off  magnificently,  most  recent¬ 
ly  with  his  Good  Evening  Mr 
Collins.  In  The  Chirpaun.  he 


"(RACKING  PERFORMANCES  AIL  ROUND." 

-  MARK  Kifi.VOD:.  SADIO  ONE 

"INCREDIBLY  ENJ OYA B L E." 
"INTENSE,  BRILLIANT  ENSEMBLE" 

-  THE  7ir.ES  (A.Tiqndq  BovriJ 

"A  WONDERFUL  MOVIE  " 


1 :  Peaooek>  Dtfolin 

has  run  aground.  Instead  of 
springy,  poetic  ambiguity. 
Kathy  McArdle's  production 
offers  confusion. 

MacIntyre  pushes  and  pulls 
his  language  in  strange  direc¬ 
tions,  to  unconvincing  and 
often  grating  effect  The  trinity 
of  young  girls  Lhat  Jacinto 
(Era  Birthistle)  creates  with 
Dolores  (Renee  Weldon)  and 
Clodagh  (Pauline  Hutton)  nev¬ 
er  falls  into  a  natural  rhythm 
and  is  consequently  always 
difficult  to  watch. 

Tom  Hickey,  as  Jadnta’s 
hyperactive  father,  and  Bosco 
Hogan,  as  his  drinking  part¬ 
ner,  provide  more  middle- 
aged  angst  than  any 
production  could  happily  sus¬ 
tain.  Des  Keogh  makes  an 
energetic  attempt  at  Jadnto's 
eccentric  grandpa,  on  an  end¬ 
less  tour  of  the  island.  No 
amount  of  travelling,  how¬ 
ever.  is  enough  to  escape  from 
the  fact  that  this  Chirpaun  is 
having  a  difficult  gestation. 

Luke  Clancy 
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t  rtgWjjgyiK;  Geoff  Brown  sees  007’s  self-mockeiy  disappear  in  a  welter  of  bad  jokes  and  big  bangs 


T 


Bond’s  licence  to  thrill  expires 

“^he  master  of  eadoet-  - A 


% 


& 


USkH 


_  .  of  gadget- 

^  “Grow 

up.  007."  he  says  after 
.  “nd  has  sent  his  new 
custormsed  car  whining 
round  Hamburg  airport’s  run¬ 
way  with  a  few  twiddles  of  a 
remotfrcontrol  handset.  A  ma¬ 
ture  James  Bond?  Fat  chance. 

4F,  S**  hi  Tomorrow 

Never  Dies,  a  61m  that  some¬ 
how  manages  to  take  all  the 
twinkle  from  Pierce  Brosnan's 
successful  impersonation  in 
GoldenEye  and  throw  it  away. 
True  to  his  vocation,  die 
world's  most  famous  secret 
agent  is  never  too  far  from  a 
gun.  a  girl,  or  a  martini, 
shaken  but  not  stirred.  That 
self-mocking  air.  though,  is 
barely  visible. 

Perhaps  it  became  swamped 
by  the  script’s  lame  and  juven¬ 
ile  jokes  (bear  in  mind  that 
Bruce  Feirstein.  the  writer,  is 
die  author  of  the  humorous 
book  Real  Men  Don't  Eat 
Quiche).  P&rhaps  Brosnan 
was  exhausted  by  a  hard  year 
spent  battling  volcanoes  [Dan¬ 
te's  Peak).  Barbra  Streisand 
(77ie  Mirror  Has  Two  Faces) 
and  little  green  men  (Mars 
Attacks/).  Even  superstars 
r  .  need  holidays. 

The  familiar  outline  of  the 
Bond  adventures  brings  its 
own  perils.  True,  Bond  watch¬ 
ers  can  relish  the  reairring 
characters,  the  in-jokes,  the 
latest  weapons  concealed  in 
brand-name  cigarette  lighters 
and  wristwatches.  But  as  the 
years  advance  and  world  poli¬ 
tics  change  h  becomes  harder 
to  give  a  Bond  adventure 
genuine  momentum,  or  shape 
villains  with  a  cutting  edge. 

When  Bond  first  faces  the 
latest  ogre,  one  Elliot  Carver,  a 
crazed  media  mogul  played  by 
Jonathan  Pryce.  he  is  asked  for 
his  name.  James  Bond,  he 
replies.  Carver  has  genuinely 
never  heard  of  him,  which 
does  not  say  much  for  the 
man’s  knowledge  of  the  world. 
Doesn't  Carver  read  his  own 
newspapers,  or  go  to  the 
movies?  M  aybe  the  mogul  was 
too  busy  empire-building. 

After  enduring  the  silly  title 
song  —  sung,  just  about,  by 
Sheryl  Crow  —  we  first  find 
our  villain  engineering  a  con¬ 
flict  between  the  Chinese  and  a 
British  frigate  in  the  China 
seas.  Then  we  see  him  magis¬ 
terial  at  his  Hamburg  power 
base:  grey  hair,  rimless  glass¬ 
es.  clothes  Bertolt  Brecht 
might  fancy.  It  is  fun  at  first  as 
Carver  hatches  malevolent 
plans  to  spread  bug-infested 
software  and  boost  his  ratings 
by  starting  the  next  world  war. 

But  boredom  sets  in;  the 
performance  never  develops, 
ji^and  himself  springs  no  sur¬ 
prises,  and  neither  of  the  film's 
female  leads.  Hong  Kong  ac¬ 
tion  star  Michelle  Yeoh  and 
Ten  Hatcher.  TV’s  Lois  Lane, 
couTd  be  said  to  be  a  dream 
date. 


But  what  of  the  action? 
For  some  of  the  time, 
Roger  Sportiswoode 
and  his  second  unii 
director  Vic  Armstrong  deliver 
enough  slam,  bang  and  wal¬ 
lop  to  keep  us  chewing  the 
popcorn.  TTie  best  setpiece  is 
Bond’s  escape  from  the  car 
park  at  Carver’s  Hamburg 
HQ.  spinning  the  vehicle  up 
^Vmd  down  the  ramps  as  he 
t'rouches  in  the  back,  dodging 
bullets.  If  the  excitement  is 
genuine,  the  setting  is  not:  the 
sequence  was  staged  at  the 
Brent  Cross  multi-storey  car 
park  in  North  London. 

Elsewhere,  the  film  slips  too 
easily  into  the  kind  of  destruc¬ 
tion  and  carnage  that  blud¬ 
geons  the  viewer.  Guns  are 
fired  indiscriminately.  Yeah,  a 
post-feminist  warrior  intro¬ 
duced  to  keep  Bond  up  to  date, 
unleashes  a  thousand  kicks. 
Ciccasionally.  the  violence  is 
played  for  laughs  (as  with 
Vincent  Schiavelli’s  torture 
specialist.  Dr  Kaufman);  too 


like  all  Bond  films.  Tomorrow  Never  Dies  wiU  pull  in  the  crowds;  but  it  is  likely  to  send  them  out  into  the  world  a  little  more  desensitised,  and  a  little  harder  of  hearing 


Tomorrow 
Never  Dies 

Odeon  Leicester  Square 
12, 119  mins 

Pierce  Brosnan  returns . 
minus  twinkle 

I  Know  What 
;  You  Did 
-  Last  Summer 

Warner  West  End 
18, 101  nuns 
More  screams  from  . 
the  author  of  Scream 

A  Further  Gesture 
ABC  Piccadilly 
15,  95  mins 
Something  worthy 
from  Channel  4 

Persons 

Unknown 

Metro.  18, 109  mins 
Crime  thriller  gets  stuck 
in  familiar  territory 


often  it  is  thoughtlessly  thrust 
in  our  faces,  with  no  lively 
characterisations  to  distract 
us. 

Like  all  Bond  films  Tomor¬ 
row  Never  Dies  (a  meaningless 
tide  if  ever  there  was  one)  will 
pull  in  the  crowds;  but  it  is 
likely  to  send  them  out  into  the 
world  a  little  more  desen¬ 
sitised.  and  a  little  harder  of 
hearing. 

I  Know  What  You  Did  Last 
Summer  is  no  brain  feast 
either,  although  you  can  see 
interesting  elements  coursing 
through  the  script,  penned  by 
the  author  of  Scream,  Kevin 
Williamson. 

Once  again  his  subject  is 
terrorised  youth.  Four  friends 
in  Southport.  North  Carolina, 
celebrate  the  end  of  their  high 
school  days  by  driving  along 


the  winding  coast  road,  well 
lubricated,  and  hitting  a  stray 
human,  who  seems  dead.  Julie 
(Jennifer  Love  Hewitt)  insists 
they  call  the  police.  But  other 
voices  prevaiL  “This  is  your 
future.  Julie,  think  about  it." 
says  the  cocky  Barry  (Ryan 
Philippe).  So  they  push  the 
body  off  a  pier,  see  it  Dicker 
briefly  back  to  life,  and  watch 
their  future  ruined  by  guilt. 

A  few  speeches  here  and 
there  raise  the  topic  of  facing 
the  consequences  of  one’s  ac¬ 
tions.  Elsewhere  we  glimpse  a 
dass  war  raging;  the  car's 
driver,  played  by  Freddie 
Prinze  Jr„  feels  on  the  fringe 
because  he  is  working-class. 
The  setting  itself,  a  seaside 
village,  creates  quite  an  im¬ 
pression  with  its  beauty  con¬ 
tests  and  unfashionable  shops, 
small  horizons  and  petty  jeal¬ 
ousies:  Williamson,  from 
North  Carolina  himself,  dear¬ 
ly  knows  the  territory. 

But  the  horror  movie  is  a 
bloodthirsty  beast  that  must 
be  fed  corpses.  So  the  film 
gradually  slides  into  the  famil¬ 
iar  nit.  helped  on  its  way  by  a 
threatening  letter  —  “I  know 
what  you  did  last  summer!"  — 
and  a  menacing  figure  in 
fisherman's  gear  and  gleam¬ 
ing  hook,  who  would  like  to  do 
to  the  youth  of  Southport  what 
Freddy  Krueger  did  to  Elm 
Street. 

Jim  Gillespie,  a  British  tele¬ 
vision  director  now  making 
the  leap  into  features,  handles 
the  scares  fluently  enough,  but 
there  is  nothing  distinctive  to 
make  the  viewer  sit  up. 

Still,  his  cast  adds  rustre. 
Barely  out  of  their  teens  them¬ 
selves,  the  main  quartet  vigor¬ 
ously  punch  home  their 
characters’  moods.  Hewitt  is 
particularly  striking  as  Julie, 
the  bright  girl  who  crumples 
under  the  weight  of  guilt. 
Prinze  also  shines  as  Ray,  the 


thoughtful  working-dass  lad. 
subject  of  taunts  and  suspi¬ 
cions.  Anne  Heche,  too.  makes 
the  most  of  two  edgy  scenes  as 
the  dead  body's  unhinged 
sister.  Performances  like  these 
could  have  lifted  the  film  into 
another  realm.  But  it  rests 
content  with  smaller  ambi¬ 
tions,  delivering  enough  thrills 
to  keep  teenage  audiences 
ticking  over  before  the  onset  of 
Scream  2. 

I  Know  What  You  Did  has 
an  obvious  target  audience. 
But  who  is  A  Further  Gesture 
meant  for?  Tile  title  alone  does 
not  invite  long  box-office 
queues.  And  the  material  has 
that  worthy  air  often  met  in 
films  bankrolled  by  Channel 
4.  An  escaped  IRA  prisoner  on 
the  run  with  fading  ideals.  An 
uncertain  new  life  in  the  seedy 
side  of  Manhattan.  Shelter 
found  with  Guatemalan  ex¬ 
iles.  among  them  the  ubiqui¬ 
tous  Alfred  Molina.  A 
blossoming  romance.  A  con¬ 
flict  of  interests  when  the  exiles 
plan  an  assassination.  To 
make  matters  gloomier,  the 
lead  role  is  played  by  Stephen 
Rea,  looking  more  like  a 
bedraggled  bloodhound  than 
ever. 


as  the  Guatemalan  revolution¬ 
ary  who  helps  nurse  him  back 
to  health;  Jorge  Sanz  raises  the 
temperature  too.  as  her  fiery 
comrade.  Hidden  under  the 
grey  cloak  of  A  Further  Ges¬ 
ture,  in  fact,  lies  an  eloquent, 
human  drama. 

Eloquence,  sadly,  is  not 
enough  in  the  hurried  weeks 
before  Christmas.  Audiences 
want  oomph.  So  the  eye  might 
wander  to  Persons  Unknown 


with  its  promise  of  crime,  sex, 
and  duplicity,  and  a  cast  that 
includes  tasty  names  such  as 
Joe  Mantegna.  Kelly  Lynch 
and  J.  T.  Walsh.  Some  might 
even  be  drawn  by  the  director. 
George  Hickenlooper:  one 
half  of  die  team  responsible 
for  Heart  of  Darkness,  the 
engrossing  documentary 
about  the  making  of  Apoca¬ 
lypse  Now. 

But  oomph  is  not  what  we 


get  as  Mantegna's  ex-cop  and 
two  opportunistic  sisters  get 
their  fingers  burnt  trying  to 
steal  from  drug  dealers. 
Hickenlooper  shuffles  the 
genre  ingredients  with  modest 
competence,  but  we  have  been 
over  this  territory  too  often 
recently  for  competence  to  be 
sufficient.  Minutes  after  the 
screening  was  over.  1  had 
trouble  remembering  what  I 
had  seen. 


Winnie’s 

canvases 

PAINTING:  Fifty  yean; 
after  his  election  as  an 
Honorary  Academician 
Extraordinary  by  the  Royal 
Academy,  Sir  Winston 
Churehiil’s  art  is  going  on 
display  in  London. 

Sotheby's  will  exhibit  more 
than  100  paintings  by  the 
statesman  from  January'  5  to 
17.  Churchill  only  started 
painting  when  he  was  40.  but 
he  then  pursued  the 
passion  avidly  for  the  next  50 
years.  The  exhibition 
gathers  paintings  from 
private  collections,  and 
also  reconstructs  Churchill’s 
studio  at  Chartwell. 

MUSICALS:  Following  (he 
successful  transfer  of  Grease 
from  screen  to  stage, 
another  John  T ra  vulta 
vehicle  is  set  to  hit  the 
West  End  boards  in  the 
spring.  Twenty-one  years 
after  the  release  of  the  movie 
version.  Saturday  Night 
Fererwill  open  as  a  stage 
show  ai  the  London 
Palladium  on  May  5.  Robert 
Srigwood  is  producing 
Arlene  Phillips’s  £4  million 
staging,  for  which  the  Bee 
Gees  (enmpusers  of  the 
original  score)  are 
supplying  two  new  songs. 

THEATRE:  After 
welcoming  shows  by  such 
giants  of  modem  theatre 
as  Ninagawu  Twyla  Tharp. 
Robert  Wilson  and  Merer 
Cunningham,  the  Barbican 
Theatre  will  play  host  to 
another  living  legend  next 
summer.  Postman  PaL  the 
Mr  Charisma  of  the  Royal 
Mail,  will  be  starring  in 
his  own  show.  It  is  part  of  the 
Barbican’s  attempt  to 
revamp  its  appeal  to  the 
toddling  classes. 

MUSIC:  Extensive  plans 
have  been  announced  for  a 
year  of  celebrations  to 
mark  the  100th  anniversary  of 
George  Gershwin's  birth, 
which  will  fall  on  September 
26. 199S.  The  most 
important  event  will  lie  the 
opening  next  March  of  a 
George  and  Ira  Gershwin 
Room  at  the  Library  of 
Congress  in  Washington  DC. 
which  will  showcase’the 
Library’s  collection  of 
Gershwin  manuscripts. 

The  big  live  event  will  he  a 
Gershwin  Centennial 
Gala  at  the  Carnegie  HaU 
next  September. 


Fi 


|or  all  that  time  is  not 
wasted  watching  A 
Further  Gesture.  Rob¬ 
ert  DomheLm,  a  most 
wayward  director  of  Roma¬ 
nian  birth  and  Viennese  train¬ 
ing.  invests  Renan  Bennett's 
script  with  an  expressive  ur¬ 
gency  that  recalls  his  best  film. 
Requiem  for  Dominic.  You 
can  feel  the  unfriendliness  and 
cold  in  these  New  York  streets, 
cluttered  with  snow;  sniff  the 
fear  and  anger  in  the  transient 
hotel,  where  Rea  receives  a 
stab  wound  after  intervening 
in  a  domestic  squabble. 

Rosina  Pastor  (from  Land 
and  Freedom )  injects  warmth 


Why  we  vote  for  Eastwood 
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■  ABSOLUTE  POWER 
Columbia  TriStar.  IS,  1997 
CLINT  EASTWOOD’S  bur¬ 
glar  becomes  a  hit  squad’s 
rareer  after  witnessing  the 
President’s  mistress  being 
shot  by  Secret  Service  men. 
For  all  the  film’s  modem 
cynicism  about  politicians, 
this  is  at  heart  a  vintage 
potboiler  recast  as  a  slick  star 
vehicle.  Once  again 
Easrwood  plays  the_  skilled 
joner  who  outfoxes  his  oppo¬ 
nents.  We  have  also  seen 
Gene  Hackman's  oily  opera¬ 
tor  before  —  he  plays  the 
President  -  bm  it  is  still 
delicious  watching  him 
squirm.  Improbabilities  pile 
no.  bur  we  excuse  them:  a 
tribute  to  Eastwood's  power 
as  actor,  icon  and  director.  A 
rental  release. 

■  BIG  NIGHT 

Columbia  TriStar,  Jo,  1996 
ACTORS  Campbell  Scott 
and  Stanley  Tucd  joined 
forces  to  direct  this  friendly 


NEW  ON  VIDEO 


low-budget  film  about  trials 
and  tribulations  at  an  Italian 
restaurant  run  by  immigrant 
brothers  in  1950s  New  Jersey. 
The  eldest  fTony  Shalhoub) 
is  an  artist  in  pasta  who 

refuses  to  compromise  quali¬ 
ty.  The  other  fTucci)  has  a 
bigger  itch  for  success  in  the 
New  World.  The  material  is 
over-stretched  and  visual  in¬ 
terest  is  comparatively  low; 
but  just  fee!  the  tender 
regard  for  human  weakness. 
A  rental  release. 

■  MARVIN'S  ROOM 
Buena  Vista,  12, 1997 
DIANE  KEATON  has  spent 
her  life  caring  for  her  bedrid¬ 
den  father,  Hume  Cronyn. 
Now  she  needs  a  bone  mar¬ 
row  transplant  to  combat  her 
own  leukaemia.  So  down  to 
Florida  comes  sister  Meryl 
Streep.  Leonardo  DiCaprio. 
and  a  host  of  complications. 


Scott  McPherson's  script 
(from  his  play)  has  its  arch 
moments,  but  there  are  still 
plenty  of  home  truths  in  this 
semi-comic  portrait  of  family 
members  fighting  their 
failings  and  finding  strength 
in  adversity.  A  renal  release. 

■  MON  HOMME 

Artificial  Eye,  18. 1996 
THE  French  director 
Bertrand  Blier  has  a  persis¬ 
tent  need  to  shock  the  bour¬ 
geois  with  sexual  games.  So 
here  is  his  latest  muse, 
Anouk  Grinberg,  as  a  happy 
hooker  so  enraptured  by  sex 
with  a  tramp  found  near  her 
garbage  that  she  invites  him 
to  be  her  pimp.  Sod  a  I  com¬ 
ment  rears  its  head  when  the 
tramp  [Gferard  Lanvin)  lands 
in  jail.  Mostly  outlandish 
comedy  prevails.  .The  cast  is 
sprinkled  with  notable 
names,  but  they  are  never 


enough  to  ward  off  the  feel¬ 
ing  that  Blier  is  cocking 
snooks  that  he  has  cocked 
many  times  before.  Available 
to  rent  and  buy. 

■  TALKING  HEADS 
BBC.  PG.  I9S7 
VIOLENCE:  none.  Sex/ 
nudity:  some  mild  refer¬ 
ences.  Language;  occasional, 
mild.  Such  are  some  of  the 
indications  given  to  potential 
viewers  on  the  sleeve  of  this 
video,  the  first  to  feature  Alan 
Bennett’s  wonderful  series  of 
monologues.  Mildness,  of 
course,  is  Bennett's  stock  in 
trade,  although  his  habitual 
understatement  should  not 
blind  us  to  the  weight  of 
Tragedy  in  these  glimpses  of 
ordinary,  lonely  lives.  The 
talking  heads  belong  to  Patri¬ 
cia  Rou  fledge,  Maggie 

Smith,  Stephanie  Cole,  Julie 
Walters.  Thora  Hird  and 
Bennett  himself. 

Geoff  Brown 


inment 


38  ARTS  RECORDS 


LONDON 

OAKLAND-  Gerry  Gwoos  pWJ«  IN» 
ptucJf/.  (Bfitang,  smg*g. kw?"*1" 
her  one-woman  stww.  pra*«°  * 

this  year's  Ecfataurg0  Fesftial 
NewEnd.27N<mE*J  Mampsie^ 
NVV3  (0171-794  00221.  Opoos 
Spro  ThtsvSaj.  9pro  UnSJerJ  © 

MONTSERRAT  CABALLE:  The 
legendary  Grand  Dane  at  opera* 
joined  6y  h«  namevrfre  rie’jqfter. 
Mcrrwnai  Mar  I  —  also  a  «prer»  —  «* 
a  urwTuf  Chrwmve  Concert  with  Itw 
BBC  Concert  Orchestra.  conceded  by 
Jose  Cattado 

Festival  Hsff  South  Burt'.  0171’ 
960424J1  Tomghi. 730pti  & 
SATURDAY  NKJHT  W«1d  pwrt«P  f 
Sondheim's  fry  musical.  and  a  owp  W 

meBreteMsfl  (The  original  «a£ 
a&andoned  in  the  early  1950s  wtxen 
producer  cte3 1  So*  in  Brooklyn  r  1BS9- 
love  v  money,  pi  (Hence  v  reaitty  IAjsic 
and  lyncs  ty  SorKtoeim.  bpcfc  Dy  JJius 
and  Pmnp  Epslem 

Bridewrtl,  Bncn  Lane.  EC4  (01  •  1  we 

3456)  Pronewsfrem  [omgw.  7  30om 
Opens  Deg  17. 7  30pm  Then  Tue-Sa. 

7  30pm  mats  Sar  and  Sun  3  30pm 
Umi  January  24 
THINK  NO  EVIL  OF  U5'  D?*J 
Benson  completes  more  then  a  ye®*  g* 
laenng  ms  lasonatap.  wmi- 
autoOragraetwa  wography  Kerroh 
WJ «ms  Las'  eftance  lo  see  rha  h^mr 
and  pagnanr  show 
Lyric  Studio  King  SJrwt 
Harr.mersnwh.  W6  (0181-74 i  8701  i 
Opens  lontght,  8pm  Mon-Sal.  8pm. 
mai  Sal.  4  Xpn  Unri  January  ,0  8 

ELSEWHERE 

EURMWGHAM:  The  London 
Prainamorcic  Oichasira  leaves  m 
London  base  lo  jyve  a  corcert  whira 
in  dudes  pail  o>a  programme  heard  Iasi 
xwfa  a(  if.e  Slum  Bank:  Moan's  Piano 
Concerto  No  jOn  □,  wflh  pones  Mane 
Joao  Plies  The  second  hair  oi  me 


□  THE  CASTLE  SPECTRE 

M  G  tAonf  "  Lena’s  most  popjtar 
ptaw  non-heaned  peer,  aoduded 
heroine  lescued  Irom  ghosts  Ennemety 
koenn-aus  dangerously  radical."  sad 
The  Tares  un  1797  Ted  Craig  streets  Ph* 
WiBmoa's  adapt  awn 
Warehouse,  Dingwall  Rd  Easl 
Croydon  (0181  -680  40001  Tue.63C^rti. 
Wort-Set  9pm  Sun  ifrom  Jan  4).  5pm 

■  CHICAGO  Rewsed  ve/ww  ol  the 
ceieoraicc  hander  8  Ebb  musKal 
directed  by  waiter  Bodbw  A  muto-Tcn v 
winner  on  Broadway  Iasi  year  Siarrmg 
Ruffw  Hen  shall.  Ure  Lempst.  Henry 
Gocxfrnen  ana  Nigel  Ptanor 
Adel  phi  Sa^na.  London  WC2  (0171  - 
344  00551  Mon-Sal  .  8pm.  mats  Wed 
and  Sat  230pm  <5 

□  CHICKS  WITH  FLICKS  Jacto? 

Ciune  s  impressive  (and  doubtless 
camp  I  musical  tribute  to  the  disco 
rir/as  pi  the  70s  Her  mpersonanon  or 
Karen  Carpenter  is  sata  robe  Hawtess 
King's  Ksad.  Upp«  SireeL  N1  (01 71- 
Z*.  1916|  Tie-Thur.  8pm.  Fn  and  Sat. 
7pm  and  9pm  Sun.  3  30pm  0 

□  CYRANO  DB  BERGERAC- The 

seu-out  RSC  production  hem  SnatfoTO. 
urr th  Antony  Sher  as  Ros land's  vage 
i  omen  pc  hero,  n  London  for  a  Smiled 
season  Gregor/  Doran  tfcects 
Lyric,  Shaftesbury  A  we.  W1  (0171-494 
5054 1  Moo- Sal  7  30pm:  mats  Wed  and  ' 
SaL  2pm 

□  DAVID  COPPEHFIELD-  Man  new 

Franc*  adapts  and  directs  the  Dickers 
LUe  tor  his  last  production  as  Artistic 
□lector  Damien  Matthews  plays  David. 
Transits  ro  the  CratcaWe.  Sheffield,  at 
January 

Greenwich.  Croons  HiU.  SElO  (0181- 


NEW  RELEASES 

♦  THE  BORROWERS  |U):  Mmuscvie 
scavengers  6gtu  lor  Iher  home 
Erisiaraung  family  film,  much  adapted 
from  m*  children  s  classic  With  John 
Goodman.  Jfrn  Broadbem  Director. 
PaerHewm. 

Barbican  0  (0171 -U38  8891)  Odeon* 
Kensington  i0 181 -3 15  4214)  Marble 
Arch  10181  -315  4£16)  Sates  Cottage 
(0181-315  4220)  PMza0  (0990888990) 
UdWWtshrys  6 10990  888990) 

Virgin  Trocadero  0(0181-070  6015) 
Warner  0  pi  n-427A3* j| 

♦  COP  LAND  |15)'Laiy  sheriff 
pondeis  whaltoCoaPoul  conupf  cops 
Rawed  but  absorbing  drama,  vrth 
SyhesW  SWtone.  Harvey  Keitel.  Robert 
DeNio  Qiredot.  James  Mangold. 
Greenwich  (0181  -235  3005)  Odaona: 
Camden  Town  (0181-315  4255) 
Kensington  (01 81-315  42141  Msfalo 
Arch  (0181  -315  4216)  Swiss  Cottage 
10181 -315  42201  Ptaze  0  (0990 
8883901  Ritzy  (0171-737  212IJ 
Screen/Baker  Street  10171  -935  277ZI 
Scnen/Graen  (0171 -226  3520)  UCI 
WhHeleys  0  (0990  888990)  VkghiK 
Chetsee  {01 71-352  5096)  Trocedera  0 
(0181  -970  601 51  Werner  0  pi  71 437 
43431 

ITS  A  WONDERFUL  UFEIU)  Frank 
Capra  s  American  ciassc.  revived  n  a 
nem  pure  Wnh  James  Stewart  as  the 
doubting  do-gooder 
Osphem  Picture  House  (0171-198 
3323)  Cum  Wfest  End  ID1 71 389 
1722) 

MARIUS  ET  JEANNETTE  (15)  Life 
and  love  n  Marserltes  Inconsequential 
corgoctnn  weak  on  ptoi.  strong  on 


TODAY’S  CHOICE 


A  dally  guide  to  am 
and  antertalrnnefit 
compiled  by  Merit  Hargi* 


programme  now  oflers  Maher's  Fouih 
Symphanywfh  soprano  Janice  Watson 
as  soloist  rune  vocal  finale  Bernard 
Hadrk.  tEnqwned  lor  his  ajramatkt* 
tSrrcfionol  MeHer.  conducts. 
Symphony  Halt.  Broad  fflrael  (0121- 
2123333)  Tonight. Bpm  Q 
CARDIFF:  Montevord'a  bat  opera. 
Cotmabon  ofPoppea,  roluna  to  Welsh 
Msflortal  Open's  repertory  in  a  new 
pro&cfion  by  (he  rafltoaf  Amaxan 
ttracfw  David  Aldan  Rtsmg  soprano 
Cam  Wyn  Davies  anga  the  role  oMha 
courtesan  Poppea  with  Paul  f*lon  as 


Montserrat  Caballe  sings 
in  the  Festival  Hall 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jeremy  Kingston's  eaaei iment 
of  theatre  drawing  In  London 
■  House  ML  returns  only 
P  Some  earta  avefahie 
□  Seals  at  aU  prtoea 


358  7755)  Mon-Sal.  7  4Spnr  mat  Sat 
2.30pm.  md-weefv  mats  today.  Dec  18. 

2  30pm:  Dec  22. 28. 27. 29. 3pm:  Jan 
15. 2.30pm  UnH  January  24. 0 
O  FAME.  TVand  ttn  spm-ofl  about 
yang  hooetuis  from  the  New  *oik 
S&KUloHtwPertonranqAtts  Touting 
company  h  London  for  ten  weeks 
Victoria  Palace,  Vrctona  Si.  SW1 
(0171-634  1317).  Mon-Thu.  7.30pm;  Fri. 
5.30pm  and  8pm;  Sat  3pm  arto 
7.30pm  Until  Jan  17 

□  HRH:  Conn  Redgrave  and  Amanda 
Donohue  play  toe  Duke  end  Duchess  ol 
Windsor  n  another  stage  version  d 
thee  dorngs.  Sanon  Cation  dtrwtis 
Playhouse.  NorturtMriandAve.  WC2 
(0171-8394401).  MorvSat.  8pm.  rrtals 
ThurandSaL3pm.0 

□  LEONCE  AND  LBIA  The  weatest 
ol  Burner's  three  plays:  a  prince  cighs 
for  a  princess  and  Blks  fey.  David  Far 
directs  Lea  Hafl‘6  new  wrsron,  done  as  a 
musical 

Gale  IheMre.Prtnsa  Albeit  Pub.  11 
PembridgeRoaawil  (0171-2290706) 
Mon-SaL  730pm  Lima  Dec  20 

□  A  LETTER  OF  RESIGNATION 
Edward  Few  and  Clare  Higgins  ptay 
Harold  Macmltan  and  Lady  Dorothy  n 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  Brown'e  assessment  of 
film  In  London  and  (where 
Indicated  with  the  symbol  ♦ ) 
on  release  serosa  the  country 


local  colour.  Director.  Robert 
Guddiguen 

ABC  Swiss  Centre  10171-439  4470) 
PARADISE  ROAD  (15)  Women  PoWs 
In  Sumatra  keep  up  toer  courage  by 
forming  a  chon.  Reasonably  u  pitting 
drama,  with  Gtam  Close  and  Pauine 
Cohns  Director.  Brace  Beiestord. 

ABC  Shaftesbury  Av  (Dl  71  -836  6279) 

THIS  WORLD.  THEN  THE 
FIREWORKS  (IB)  Cafeus.  over 
stytead  fifcn  noir  about  twn  Obteigs  «i 
dime,  mth  Bly  Zane  and  Gna  Garahon 
Director.  Michasl  ObMvttz. 

ABC  PtccsdUfy  (0171-437  3561) 

CURRENT 

LAWN  DOGS  (151:  Two  outsdera  form 
a  dangerous  Mendshc  n  kenrucky. 
Vnap native  drama  wtih  strong 
perfomancas  by  young  Mscna  Baron 
and  Sam  Rockwell  □  merer  John 
Duigan. 

ABC  Swtea  Cenbe  (01 71 -439  4470) 

THE  MYTH  OFRNGERPWHTS  (15) 
Drama  about  a  dysfunctional  farrtfy.  w4h 
good  scenes,  a  good  cast  bitf  ahodow 
centre  Bart  Freundlichcftects  Roy 
Scheslei  Blythe  Darner  and  Jufcanne 
Moore 


her  lover,  tin  Emperor  Nero,  and  SaBy 
Btrgess  as  his  Empress  TtwBaroque 
mpvwbe  spocafci  ftrokto 
MesaKtonconhicta 
NewTbaetre.Pak  Place  fO  1222 
678889).  Tonighl  and  SoL  7.15pm  0 

HJINBURGHrAn  reray  ol  aptendfo 
soloists  Jotos  toe  Bcottlah  Chamber 
Orchestra  end  the  SCO  Chorus  fri  a 
concert  here  Catfterinewyn-Rogereand 
Tmoihy  Robinson  as  among  the 
angers  n  a  prog  amme  oi  nuac  by 
Mozart  which  kidudee  Vospeiae 
Soremes  do  COnfaswre.  the  Magic 
Rute  Owmre  and  toe  Coronation 
Mass,  tor  Matin  conducts 
Queen's  Had,  Cleric  Street  (0131-668 
201 9j.  TorreiW,  7  45pm 
StffiFHELD:  In  My  Feb  Lady  David 
&Ato  drects  One  Carter  and  Sarah 
Jane  Hassel  aa  protessor  and  giinea- 
f«g  n  toe  twrepadied  Lemer/Loewe 
nusicei. 

CrudWe  Theatre,  Nortofic  Street 
Sheffield  (01 14  2789922).  Previews 
ronghi.  7.30pm  Opens  tomorrow. 
730pm  Then  Mon- SaL  7  30pm:  mats 
most  Tue,  W«L  ThLf.  230pm  Und 
January  17. 0 

LONDON  GALLERIES 

Bartafcuc  James  Ensor  10171-638 
8891)  .  British  Mueeunc  Cartier 
1900-1939(0171-3238525) 

Design  Museum:  A  lour  ol  tecyde 
design  Kstory  (01 71  -378  0055) . . . 

Fine  Art  Society:  Glyn  PIWpoL  RA 
10171-6295116)  Heywant 
Obiecfe  ol  Debra  (01 71 -92B  3144) 
Natfonel '  Makng  and  Meaning- 
Hofaen's  Ambaeaadnts  (0171-747 
2885)  Naflonte  Portrait  John 

KobalPhotogtapfucPortranAwtetl  1907 
(0171-308  0QSS1  .  RoyM  Academy 
Victonan  Faay  Panting  (01 71  -439  7438) 
..  Serpentine: PreroManzorti  (0171- 
402  6075)  IMr  Tumer  an  ihe  Lore 
(0171-887  8000)  .  V  A  A' Spanish 

Treasures  from  toe  Khan  CtJtection 
(0171638  8349(8441) 


Hugh  Whtiamore'a  play  about  toe 
effects  ol  toe  Prohzno  scandal 
Comedy  Theatre.  Panton  Street  5W1 
(0171-3891731)  Mon- SaL  7  45pm. 
mats  Wed,  3prr,  and  SaL  4pm. 

□  SOSSOR  HAPPY:  Ccmedy 
whodiani  where  toe  axftence  can  ptay 
detective  Adapted  by  Nell  MArekey. 

Lee  Srrpwxr  and  Robert  Harley  from  toe 
US  leng-nmer  9»ar  Madiesa 
Ducheae.  Cetoereie  Sneen.  WC2 
(0171-4945075)  MorvFn,  8pm;  SaL 

S  30pm  and  6  30pnv  mat  Wed. 

2.30pm. 

□  THEATTE  M  THE  TWE  OF  THE 
GSIERALS-  Four  short  Aigentiruan 
plays,  wntten  n  apposltton  to  toe  Jirts 
dictatorshro.  end  part  of  (he  movement 
toetconMkrtedtoestali  Cohi XJwood 
dradcal  tour  on  the  one  evening.  The 
authors  ree  Cartas  Somgflana. 

Eduardo  Pavlovsky.  Maurtao  Khartun 
and  Robarip  Cossa. 

Rnborough  Theatre  Ctuta.  118 
Finbonxfto  Hoed,  SW10  (01 71-373 
3842).  Tue-Ste.  7  30pm.  Sura  4pm. 

LONG  RUNNERS 

□  Blood  Bnithera.  Phoem  (01 71  368 

1733)  .  □TheComptoteWcrtaaf 

WUam  Shakespeare  (Abridged) 
Criterion  (01 71 -38B 1737)  .  D  An 

(iwpacter  CaBr  Gamdc  (01 71-494 
5085).  □  Jesus  CbrtatStqierstre- 

Lyoeum  (0171-666  1807)  . 

□  Martin  Guerre  Pmce  Edwreo 

(0171-447  5400)  .  BUr 

Mstoabtea:  Palace  (01 71-434  0909) 

..  D  Oftveri:  Paladtam  (0171-494 
50201  ■ThaPhreitomoftoe 
Opera  Hre  Maiesly ‘3  (0171-494  S400) 
Ticket  mtormanon  suppled  by  Sooaty 
Ol  London  Theatre. 


ABCs:  Bafcor  Street  <0171  935  9772) 
Tottonhm  Ct  Rd  (01 71 G36  6148) 

ONE  NIGHT  STAND  (18):  Atjsorbmg 
study  in  mMetty  and  its  aneanatti 
ExcoSeni  performances  from  Wastey 
Snipes.  Naslassja  KinsKy.  Robert 
□ownev  Jr.  and  Kyis  MacLacbian. 
WHvOrecsor.  Uhe  Rggis. 

Barttaei  B(01 71-6388891) 

Ctaptam  Plctnra  House  (Q171-49B 
3323)  Gate  0  (0 1 71 -727  4043)  Odeon 
Camden  Town  (0181-3154255)  Ptoza 
0  (0990  683890)  Richmond  (0181- 
3320G30fHHzy  (0171  7372121) 
Scraen/Hll0  (0171-435  3366)  UCI 
WWtotoy»0m99O  888890)  Vbgto 
Trecadere  0(0181-970  6015)  Warner 
0(0171-437  4343) 

THE  TANGO  LESSON  (PGfASm 
director  feorna  to  ungo  Brave  and 
entiang  fim  by  toe  (hector  of  Oriarxfo. 
Sally  Potter,  who  co-stare  with  Pablo 
Verora 

Chaises  (0171-351  374 2)  Odeon 
HazzanfaM0(OIB1-315421S|  Ranch 
(0171-8378402) 

UNDER  THE  SKIN  (18).PaMritA 
edgy  BrtSsh  bst  tettire  exptartag  toe 
•hocfcweuas  of  grief .  Whh  Srenantoa 
Morton  Dsector.  CanreArfler. 

ABC  nccwMy  (01 71  -«7  3561) 

Metre  (01 71  -437  0757)  RHzy  (0171-737 
2121) 

♦  WELCOME  TO  SARAJEVO  (151: 
SHdng  British  account  of  reporters 
covering  toe  ovi  war  m  1992.  based  on 
Mchaai  Nchoison'  5  experiences  With 
Stephan  IMane.  Oiractor,  Mrtoael 
Wnterbotiom 

ABC  Tottenham  Court  Road  (0171- 
636  6148)  Wsner0  (0171-437  4343) 


_  the  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  1H997 

Our  critics  select  the  opera,  orchestral,  choral  and  vocal  discs  they  have  most  eqjgyed. — Y  f 

Best  classical  CDs  of  1997 


Puccini’s  La  rondine  (EMI  7243  5 
5&33S  2)  was  die  dear  opera  set  of 
the  year.  TTie  score,  too  long 
condemned  as  second-rate  and  trivial 
by  those  none  too  familiar  with  it,  was 
overdue  for  revival.  Angela  Gheorghiu 
and  Roberto  Alagna  were  ideally 
matched  to  breathe  fresh  life  into  it  as 
the  courtesan  and  the  gauche  boy  who 
fall  in  love  at  first  sight,  much  like 
Violetta  and  Alfredo  in  Traviata. 
Antonio  Pappano  is  the  magidan- 
conductor  who  escorts  them,  and  the 
LSO.  through  the  lilting  score  with  its 
waltzes  that  sum  up  pleasure-seeking 
Paris.  La  Boheme  was  not  Puccini's 
only  evocation  of  that  city. 

Verdi's  I  Lombardi  loo.  was  over¬ 
due  a  new  recording,  and  Petra's 
version  (455  257-2)  finds  James  Levine 
ami  his  Metropolitan  Opera  forces  on 
top  form.  Pavarotti  is  the  main  selling 
point,  although  Ororne,  the  tenor  lead, 
does  not  appear  in  Act  I  and  is 
relegated  to  being  a  mere  “vision"  by 
the  last  act  In  between  times  he 
dominates  the  set.  culminating  in  the 
great  trio  where  Oronte  converts  to 
Christianity.  In  the  end  the  crusaders 
from  Lombardy  take  over  and  set 
about  founding  the  new  Jerusalem  in 
blazing  style. 

There  is  plenty  of  fire  too.  including 
the  Immolation  Scene  from 
Gotierddmmerung,  in  Waltrand 
Meier  Sings  Wagner  (RCA  09Q26 
68766).  best  recital  record  of  1997.  Lorin 
MaazeJ,  absent  from  the  opera  for 
some  time  as  for  as  recordings  are 
concerned,  makes  a  vivid  ami  vibrant 
return  with  the  Bavarian  Radio  Or¬ 
chestra.  His  partnership  with  Meier 
may  have  been  forged  in  the  studio,  but 
carries  all  the  throb  of  the  theatre. 
Meier’S  voice  now  commands  total 
Wagnerian  authority,  and  it  matters 
not  whether  she  is  recalling  her  mezzo 
days  as  Kundry  or  shining  bright  in 
Elisabeth's  greeting  from  Tannhduser. 

John  Higgins 

In  this  year  of  multiple  Sibelius 
cycles,  Finland’s  Lahti  Symphony 
Orchestra  has  not  only  contributed 
its  own  recordings  of  the  symphonies 
to  the  catalogue  but  also,  under  its 
conductor  Osmo  Vanska.  released  an 
invaluable  world  premiere  recording 
of  the  complete  Karelia  music  (BIS 
CD915).  Sibelius’s  incomplete  parts 
have  been  artfully  reconstructed  by 
Lahti’s  composer-in-residence,  Kalevi 
Aho;  and  the  casting  of  two  folksingers 
for  the  andent  runic  songs  in  the  first 
tableau  adds  to  an  already  distinctive 
palette.  The  disc  also  offers  the  fim 
ever  recording  of  the  original  theatre 
version  of  the  inridental  music  to  Arvid 
Jamefelfs  play  Kuolema  (Death),  with 
the  spooky  original  Valse  triste. 

Almost  every  one  of  the  handfol  of 
discs  released  by  the  discriminating 


Fizzing  with  success:  Roberto  Alagna  and  Angela  Gheorghiu  excelled  as  die  lover's  in  Puccini's  La  rondine 


Munich-based  label  ECM  New  Series 
qualifies  for  consideration  as  a  record 
of  the  year.  I  have  particularly  enjoyed- 
Gyorgy  and  M&rta  Knrtag’s  playful 
piano  recital-  of  Kurttig’s  own  Games 
(fdtikok),  interspersed  thoughtfully 
with  a  patterning  of  Bach  transcrip¬ 
tions  (ECM  1619  453  511-2}.  Hie  piano 
playing  of  the  Hungarian  composer 
and  his  wife  is  a  constant  delight 
Finally,  two  outstanding  song 
recitals.  Matthias  Goerae’s  Winter- 
reise  is  the  latest  volume  in  The 
Hyperion  Schubert  Edition  (CDJ 
33030):  Goeme  who  sings  as  if 
possessed  by  this  great  songcycle,  is 
accompanied  by  both  the  piano  playing 
and  the  comprehensive  notes  of  Gra¬ 
ham  Johnson  —  and  it’s  fascinating  to 
see  how  one  now  nurtures  the  other. 
And  then  Thomas  HampsoD*s  bracing 
programme  of  settings  of  the  poetry  of 
Walt  Whitman  (EMI  CDC  55028): 
some  wonderful  discoveries  here  from 
Vaughan  Williams  to  Michael  Tilson 
Thomas,  accompanied  by  Craig 
Rutenberg,  and  complete  with  a  read¬ 
ing  or  two  fiPj>  Hampson  himself.  - 

Hilary  FInch 


Those  for  whom  the  sombre 
heroics  of  a  Horowitz  or  a 
Richter  are'  essential  in 
Rachmaninov  will  not  warm  to  this 
disc  of  the  Piano  Concertos  Nos  Zand  3 
played  by  the  Japanese  pianist  Noriko 
Ogawa  on  BIS  (CD  900).  But  what 
Ogawa  brings  instead  is  a  soft-grained 
lyricism  and  a  truly  poetic  response. 

Nor  is  she  lacking  in  the  virtuosity 
department  indeed,  she  offers  the 
more  taxing  of  Rachmaninov's  alterna¬ 
tive  cadenzas  in  No  3.  But  rather  than 
thunder  her  way  through  these 
warhorses,  she  brings  out  their  subtie 
Chopin esque  qualities.  Owain  Arwel 
Hughes  proves  a  sympathetic  accom¬ 
panist  bringing  a  commendable  fresh¬ 
ness  to  both  works  with  his  Malmo 
Symphony  Orchestra  forties. 

The  music  of  the  Finnish  composer 
Rantavaara  is  gradually  penetrating 
the  consciousness  of  British  audiences, 
and  enthralling  them.  The  disc  Angels 
and  Visitations  (Ondine  ODE  881-2)  is 
good  value  as  it  brings  together  three 
fine  works.  The  tide  piece,  from 
Rautavaara’s  Angel  Series,  builds  to . 
climaxes-  as  emotionally  complex-  as 
they  are  ravishingly  beautiful.  The  lsle 


of  Bliss  is  Linked  thematically  to 
Rautavaara'5  latest  opera.  Aleksis  KivL 
and  the  “Violin  Concerto  offers  the 
accomplished  Elmar  Oliveira  soaring 
above  some  entrancing  soundscapes. 

HK  Gruber’s  Frankenstein!!  (EMI  5 
56441 2),  described  by  die  composer  as 
“a  Pan-demonium  for  chansonnier  and 
ensemble  after  children’s  thymes  by 
H.GArtmann”,  is  both  grisly  and 
bizarre,  and  altogether  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  conception.  The  poems  delight  in 
demystifying  popular  heroes:  Robin¬ 
son  Crusoe  is  revealed  to  have  canni¬ 
balistic  tendencies,  while  Batman  and 
Robin  “still  lie  in  their  bed  . . .  coffee  is 
on,  and  ifs  breakfast  for  two**.  There 
are  monsters  afoot  too,  and  here  one 
senses  a  sinister  satirical  undertow, 
which  is  never  made  csqplidL 

The  score  is  often  hilarious  but 
Gruber’s  own  delivery,  a  tour  de  force 
of  vocal  gymnastics,  reinforces  the 
underlying  seriousness.  Ftanz  Welser- 
Most  is  the  excellent  conductor.  In 
lighter  mood  are  Gruber’s  Three  Mob 
Pieces,  including  a  witty  conflation  of 
Beaties  and  Brandenburg  Concertos. 

Barry  Millington 


■  ROSSINI 
Le  Comte  Ory 

Glyndeboume  Festival  Opera 
Warner 0630  18646-3  irtrk 
EXPERT  direction,  by  Brian 
Large,  with  much  use  of  close- 
up.  makes  Rossini's  comedy 
even  more  enjoyable  on  screen 
than  in  the  theatre.  Annick 
Massis’s  Countess  Adele  was 
always  going  to  be  one  of  the 
performances  of  the  year, 
limpjdly  sung,  constantly  gra¬ 
cious.  but  always  hinting  that 
she  might  just  be  susceptible  if 
the  right  male  comes  along. 
Given  a  couple  more  years  of 
experience  Diana  Montague's 
disarmingly  roguish  page. 
Isolier.  could  be  just  that 
Marc  Laho  is  no  more  than 
adequate  in  the  tide  role. 


Ribald  romp  with  a  count 


although  he  has  fun  turning 
Oiy\  disguised  as  a  holy 
hermit  in  Act  I.  into  a  randy 
Maharishi.  Ribald  jokes  from 
Jerome  Savary*  staging,  bur¬ 
nished  sets  from  Toffoluti  and 
tojMtiass  conducting  from  An¬ 
drew  Davis. 

■  MOZART 
Die  Entfuhnmg 
Covent  Garden  Opera 
Warner  0630 18773-3  irk 
ELIJAH  MOSHlNSKVs  pro¬ 
duction,  filmed  in  1988,  took 
Mozart's  early  opera  very 
seriously  and  set  it  handsome¬ 
ly.  Timothy  O’Brien  provided 


OPERA  ON 
VIDEO 


the  sunlit  Turkish  garden  and 
Sidney  Nolan  the  striking 
dropdoths.  On  video  the  ac: 
tion  runs  without  a  break 
through  a  single  day  from  the 
arrival  of  Belmonte  (Deon  Van 
Der  Walt,  dean  tenor  and  dull 
actor)  to  his  pardon  by  Pasha 
Selim  (Oliver  Tobias,  grave 
and  handsome).  Inga  Nielsen 
is  not  the  only  Konstanze  to 
find  the  Act  U  arias  taxing  and 
she  could  do  with  a  bit  more 
passion  in  Mortem  alter 


Arten.  But  there  is  a  glorious 
fork-bearded  Osmin  from 
Kurt  Moll  and  the  consider¬ 
able  bonus  of  Solti  savouring 
both  the  jokes  and  the  senti¬ 
mentality  of  a  score  not  usual¬ 
ly  associated  with  him. 

■  PUCCINI  . 

Manon  Lescaut 
Glyndeboume  Festival  Opera 
Wtimer 0630 18647-3* 

ONE  of  Glyndeboume's  rare 
duds.  Richard  Hudson’s  emp¬ 
ty  stage  and  Graham  Vick's 
equally  empty  staging  desper¬ 
ately  needed  some  star  perfor¬ 
mances  to  bolster  them  and 


the  cast  is  not  up  to  it.  Adina 
Nitescu  in  the  title  role  im¬ 
proves  as  M anon’s  brief  life 
runs  fast  downhill,  but  she  is 
never  convincing  as  the  con- . 
vent-bound  ingenue  of  Act  LA 
Patrick  Denmston  is  vocally^ ' 
strained  and  dramatically 
charmless  as  DesGrieux.  Best 
contributions  come  from 
Roberto  di  Candia  as  Lescaut 
and  Paolo  Monfarsolo  as 
G6ronte.  John  Eliot  Gardiner, 
who  can  usually  handle  any¬ 
thing  operatic,  sounds  ill  at 
ease  conducting  Puccini. 

John  Higgins 

★  Worth  hearing 
•irk  Worth  considering 
Worth  buying 


ART  GALLERIES 


THEATRES 


PARKIN  GALLERY  H  16  Jara 
IVner  Exhazon  &  Lous  Wan  Cas 
iren  E20  upwads  11  Motccnfo  Si 
SrVJ  l&to-Fn  iMon  0  2358144 
Gfc'gv  Closed  B  Dec-5  Jai 


OPERA  &  BALLET 


COUSEUU  D171  622  B300 
BiGUSH  NATIONAL  BALLET 
Derefc  Dasne's  f  Jew  Produonn 

THE  NUTCRACKER 

Mco-Sa 730pm  Yfed&Sa 
Ma230gn  has  From  P  50 

THE  ROYAL  OPERA 

3W0&8  0171  304  4000 
sltfw&jzft*fbury7%Balns 
Ba  Once  01 71 379  5339 
Tctes  also  anaktfe  (ram 
T«*Hmesia  on  0171 9S7  4020 
Ten  t.  &«.  Usn.  Wed  (L=a  Ngft)  730 
PAULBUNYAM 
sndtttha  Royal  FMffraiHaB 
9»  OSse  0171 960  4242 
Tue7  00  [only  Detarmara} 

A  in  concert 


COMEDY 


C171  538 1212  cc 

12*75)4201212,3444444 
EDDIE  IZZARD 
LIVE  &  ON  SCREEN 

ONE  NIGHT  ONLY 

OeantaZi 


THEATRES 


ADSJ>HI 

cc24hrs{£1  blog  tee)  344  0036 
‘Astro* to  da  tar*  Tefegrajto 
‘Dripping  wflb  stjrte*  &prass 

CHICAGO 

THEMUSCAL 

RUTME  UTE 

HENSHALL  LSHPBI 

HENRY  GOODMAN 
NOEL  PLANER 
Mon-Sal  6.  WeOS  Sat  M-C  230 

ALBB1Y  369 1730/344  4444 
“YooTI  ba  danctog  on  Nr”  [IW 

STEPPING  OUT 

THE  NEW  MUSICAL 
Taopng  a  deft  vein  of  joy*  Tines 
TTS  THE  FULL  MONTY  WTfH 
TAPPER&4HJTIERHG' 0  W 
MUST  WON DBIHJL'KH.Trta 
Eves  Bpm  US3  Thu  3pn  Sat  4pm 
spactN  Xinae  PeiW. 

_ Aek  Bax  QMat  tor  detifa. 


ALDWYCH  0171 4186003 
«  344  4444 

Dema  Jod)  Daneta  la  triumphant 
In  David  Hn'i  maatanteca' 

Qlltf 

AMY’S  VIEW 
OraaBdtyntCHAmiEYRE 
Prws5Jan.0f»K  KJai 


ALDWYCH  0171 4166004/ 
420  0000  fa4ta5^io  tao|' 

THE  BOYS 

IN  THE  BAND 
tyMARTQOTHEY 
LASTS  WEBCS5 
Eves  tan.  tfete  Thur  S  &s 


APOLLO  24nrcc  0171 494  5070 
CC  0171 3444444  ffifcgfcej 
GfBfiOtn  4945454 
BBNB.TOHS 

POPCORN 

iwrn  IIMIII|Biy..UaU«.R  H  IIILUflIU 

coawdy—1  lacnronvand  Kalfli 
nBMT  jcjhi  Petars  SuiThw 
■ThaWaMEndhaatoandira 
raaklant  PtaywrigW  DS 
MovSatSOOpm 


APOLLO  LABATTSHammeranffi 
0171 4166022  CC  0171 4050000 
344  4444  (bkgbe) 

LAST  CHANCE  TOSS 

RIVERDANCE 

TWSCENIUTY 
WST5  WE0CS  MUSTEM3 10  JAN 
Mco-Sa 8  Wadi Sa Mas 230 
QAPVStudent  Mmfljy 

_ BMtet 


APOLLOVJCTOMAccOITI  416 
605S<r34tiis  0171 344 444407  7f 
420  0005 Ops  416  6075/413  3321 

Ankmm  Uoyd  WabbaTs 


NOW  PREVIEWING 


[Government 

Inspector 

John  Byrne 


ALMEIDA 
THEATRE  m 

0271  359  4404  atlT 


CAIBHfflGE  494  5083M1B  6060 

3*4  444#OD  0000  (+t*g  tee) 
Graffs  434  5454 
416  6075(413  3321/436  5588 

GREASE 

ITS 

5TH  FANTASTIC  YEAR! 
LUKE  GOSS  «  Danny  un«  24 
Jan;  IAN  KELSEY  Fran  26  Jan 
“A  Moratar  W  D  itnor 
MOdSa  7  J0pn\  Wed &Sal  mat  3pm 


CRACKING 

night  out! 


PEACOCK  THEATRE 

SOX  OFFICE  017?  314  3300 


ANTONr  SHER 


comc'i-  r*'.o 


Ol/l  494  5567 

LYRIC  THEATRE 


COMEDY  THEATRE 363 1731 
CC  0171 3(44444 
'EDWARD  FOraMacnBan  a 
tocrdaforcn'ESto 
’CLARE  WGGOC  azcNIanf  F  T 
InHutfrWitfsmcrB'E 

ALETTER0P 

aSSIGNAHON 

*Ooa  at  the  most  Brarata  and 
powerful  pteys  in  ttw  West  End.' 
Tara  Out 

McnSaB*gs74S 

Ma5weda0Q.Sa34J0 


CHUEMON  369 173773444444  > 

REDUCED  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY  in 

THE  COMPLETE  WOKS 

OF  WILLIAM 

SHAKESPEARE  (Msrtdgad) 

4J  37  Ptays  n  37  kfrues 
ISartona"  Thw 
“OoNowTStfztay  Tries 
Mats  Thx  ai  3.  S*  *  5 
SuibM.  EwsaBpm 
THE  COUBHJETE  HtSTORY  OF 
AAB9CA  (afaridgad) 
Tuesday  a  8pm 

to  Eastar  96 


DOMWON  0171 656 188W950 
2030200990  aW320017l  4200000 
OAg  ted  Ops  01 7i  41660960171 
3121837/QBXJ6H9Q3 
DONETS 

BEAUTY  AND  THE  BEAST 
THE  NEW  HTT  MUSICAL 
“AM  ENCHANTING  EWHOK5- 
seiUBtaYGLoiaour  otn 
“A  FEAST  OF  GOOO  FWC  D  U* 
New  Group  fMn-Naw  baattig. 
Manual  730.  Wad  A  Sa  Mas  Z  JO 


DUCHESS  BQCC24  In  0171 4B4 
5075494  5388(344  4444  {Cl  sen 
ditf&ps#-)m71®4  54S4 

SCISSOR  HAPPY 

■Shriek*  at  Laughter*  S.T  mas 
■roora  rad  Iwntogs than a  SovW 
TrawtaTThcGtanaan 
Mon  -  Fn  8cm.  Sat  530  A  830pm. 
Mats  WWZSOpm.  Ms  from  £7.50 
NowBooldpgUnfAprt-98 


POtnUNE  BO  &CC0171 838 
2238G12  8033^494  5388 
NOW  m  ITS  9Sl  WT  YEAR 
HOBBIT  DAW) 

I  DBMEBEB  PW IAN 

teaNh 

1SE  WOMAN  IN  BLACK 

Adapted  by  Septan  Uafcra 
’  “TterooetthriBng  wdchteng 
prajrtcrynra'DUai 


DRURY  LANE  THEATTS  ROYAL 
SScc  (Sfl  lfl«  MU  7<fc«  0171 494 

5000044  4444/420  QQ00&PS494 
5454/413  33t  1/312 8000 

MBS  SAIGON 

“THE  CLASSIC  LOYE  STORY 


GARRICK 0171 494  50B5Q12  ISBQr 
494  5388  frnbftgta^ 

Ones  01 71 494 5454 
Vflnnarol19  AfOrAawda 
Ttoa  Roy*  Natkxnl  TTatts 
Produdtaa 

ra>Hua 

AUSOHRSKE  JOHNBARDON 

S,  Presi^s 

AN  INSPECTOR  CAUB 

ba  mmr  D JM 
“TVro  horaa  an  Pa  eMrig.  tliueiy 
atamkaB  Otm W"  D.Tal 
7*5,  Sa  5054515. 
WECnx230 


GIELGUD  *34  5065  (NoU^ted 
5ws  7.45  Maes  Tty  3Sa< 
THEPEtSIHAUCCWMiW 
MARIW  SHAW “A  Jof  NT  Ptta 
KroOim  Staaitatad 

iMBBSmson  Dude  Gray 

UataferePoiw  VicutaHaaed 
OSCAR  Wme-SCWSSCCOiBJY 

AN  IDEAL  HUSBAND 

"GREAT  AM)  anRIOUS"  STbs 

SpaUBlXmai  Parte. 


HAYWARKET 
930  88O0B44 4444  g*gfc^ 

MASSE  BLEBi 

SMITH  A7XM& 

JOHHSTANDBtO 
rB7WAJtoSALBBE*S 

A  DELKAIE  BALANCE 

atfiSUN7HOUAS 
JAMES  LAURENSON 
AWteTTE  CROSSE 
drain)  by  ANTHONY  PAGE 
Ewe  Bpm  Wed  &  Sal  mate  3pm 
NB  do  parts 22-27  Dac& 
no  Mon  parts  29  Psc -21  F*b  \ 

HBtMAjeSTT82«i4S4540O  ' 
(Ugl^CC 344 44444200000 fee)  | 
Op* 494  5454/413331 V43865BB 
AMWEW  LLOYD  WEBBBTS  , 
AWARD  WBHNG  MUMCAL 

THEPHAimaiOF 

THE  OPERA 
OvedBdbyHAROtDPnMCE 
■  NOW  BXQ  TO  MAY  90 
&»745 Mats  Wad  S  Si  100 
Arato  to  Bra  Office  tfato  lor  ratoaa 


LONDON  PALLADIUM  aQCC 

017149450203444444 

poaaereitog)  420  0000 
Grpfl  0171 494  54911420  0200 
JUI  DALE  RETUmS  AS  FAfilN 

OLIVER! 


UOtCL  BART8  MASTBP1ECE 
YOU  CANT  ASK  FOR  MORP 
Slimes 

Eves  7.30  Mote  Wad &SM  230 

Sorae  good  sssuswa  now 


LONDON  PAUADUM  0171 494 
5039344  44AC  0*g  taffi  Grps  Oin 
494  5454/413  3321 

SATURDAY  NIGHT  FSVS 

Pirns  21  Apr.  Qosns  s  Msv 


LYCaJMcc  01 71 6561806 
0990  500  800/344  4444/420 OOOOte 

feel  Grps 416  6076 
7HRICEA 

Andrew  luoyd  waasrs 
JESUS  CHRIST 
SUPERSTAR 

“SawdMftPrarswUny  dawwM* 

■ptaWOTdegrarto 
Eve37«5lteWBd&Sa3 
(no  t*g  tea  tar  penow  caBen  M  Ihe 
tyfevnbnoQcB  iQanvflpoi). 
E15  tdas  tar  Oudents  avM  Mowtej 
aebodotteh  advance. 

Now  booking  to  Marob  1898 

Sang  9aaB  aval  adoa  Man- Fb 


LYTBC0171 4945045  ^ttv&ocBkQ 
taNI344  4444  (Bkg  tea) 
Graff#  0171 4945454 
RojNStWospeare  Company 
ANTONY  SHER  hi 

CYRANO 

D8BSBGSRAC 

The  Cyrano  efr  tos  decade*  FT 
Evesa7JQpm 
Mats  Wed  ASM  a200an 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  BO  0171 
928  2282:  Grps  0171  620  0741. ' 
34tr  cc  t*g  tee  0171  430  0000. 
OLMER  Trod.  Tomer  7  .15  (PRE- 
YEWS)  PETER  PAN  by  JM  Ban* 
n  s  new  veotan  by  John  Ctkd  & 
Trevcr  l*m 

LYTTELTON  Tont  Tom  720 
CHIPS  WITH  EVBTYHflNG  by 
NneUWaAw. 

COTTESLOE  Todw  230  &  7.30 
MUUWUre  a  nnr  play  by  Ftwk 
"  McGumesa.  Terror  700 

CTWELLO  by  VWaro 


|  NEWLOttoONDuyLsisYCZBO 
0171 405 Q072 CC 0171 4044079 
24tr0171 3444444MDOOOO 
Ops  0171  *13 3311/4365650 
THEAM»EWUJ3¥DraBEW 
TSBJOTNIStUJKm 
pm&mvGtMjsxw. 

CATS 

Ew974SUteTusASae307 

Bara  open  at  645 

UHRSNOl  OF  SEATS  AVAIL 
DAftYFROM  BOX  OFRCE. 


OLD  YlC  0171 8287B16 
FW  CM 0171 420 0000 CC  344  4444 
Ths  rstorn  of  lbs  mA  sward- 
wtonJng  hnsmsBoRsi  ssnsMlat) 

SLAVA'S  SN0WSH0W 

From  Tamra  23  peris  ante 
“MagtasL  gnntesdto  naks 
wwiltMdmSMrMD 
bapphreWObeens 

Tenor  4  &  7.45.  S#  7.45 

CMBOtarpatfatfiedUte 


PALACE  THEATRE  01 7H34  0909 

a  2<tlte|a^1714  U33T144  ^ 
THE  WOHUTS  MOST  POPULAR 
MISCM. 

LESifiSEBABLES 
now  «ns  ism 

RECORD-BREAKING  YEAR 
Eves  730  Mata  Ttei4SR230 
UtecwnacntfadmUted 

irtthticnal 
LafflHJ  NQ  OF  SATS  AVAL 
OALYFRCMBOCOmCE 


PHOENDC  BCYCC  0171 3891733 
0444444/4200000  (tee) 

BEST  MUSICAL 

Ofciai/OrarraAwKta 
PteyersAror  Novdo  Asads 
WBJ.YRUSSSX'S 

HL00D  BROTHERS 

-Brings  9is  sodara  to  Rabat, 
and  roaring  Its  approraT  D  MM 
Bw  7  45  MtaaTture  3pm  Sat  4pm 
SpMWXmaa  Parts 
Aafc  Bar  Office  lor  deMts 

PICCADILLY 017(  369 173*0171  ‘ 
844  4444A171 4200000  {34tn| 
MTVBTTURES  IN  MOTXm 
PICTURES’ 

CINDERELIA 


a  Mumpbant  success*  Observer 
MorvSat  7.30.  Wed  &  Sat  Mats  230 
CBSdngHoffiB  0171 4340194 
"SEASON  EXTBBTBT* 
mCKETS  AVAIL  NOW 
FDR  ALL  PBtFS* 
•MUSTBP14FEB* 

PLAYHOUSE  (H71 8394401 
CC  316 4747 

"Oubagsouriy  Et^ysNsr  Tanas 

KTLU 

A  comedy  ty&woWison 
AMANDA  COfON 

DONOHOE  RSGRAVE 

“SUPERBLY  ACTHJ"  CL  Tel 
.  DkecBO  by  SIMON  CALLOW 
Evwapm.  MMBTtw&ftOpm. 
Most  aod  20  Decaaber 


PWNCEHJWARD  0171 447  5400 
Rrat  CM  CO  0100  CC  344  4444 
Ooiepc 420  0200 
LASTS  MONTHS  TO 
B0U8UL  JcSCHONBERCS 


WHerTrto 

MARTIN  GUERRE 
BEST  NEW  MIBICAL 

LAURBiCE  OUWIHI  AWARDS 
ItoST  CLOSE  28  Fffl 

7.4S*talinraASataf)0 


PRINCE  OF  WALES  0171 8395987 
RfSt  CM 420 0000 cc 344  4444  Grps 
42B 0200  teapnone  0800 6T4903 
GRAMMY  AWARD  WVOflNG 
-  MUSCAL 

"Hotftom  Broadway.  Enough 

GdWSyto  electrify  ■efty/’D.  Maj 

SMOKEY  JOE’S  CAFE 

M SONGS  OF LS8B14S7tti3) 
IAn-ltu8praFtl5.45&S3Q  Sta 
3pnr&8pm 

BOOWMG  TO  SEPT  1998 


OUra«B0fcc0171  4945040 
CC 344  4444.0ns  494  5454/580  8793 

BUGSY  MALONE  ■ 
THEMESSE8T8HOW 
DiTOWM 

Bws  730  Mata  Wad  &  Sal  230 
L— TH)  SEASON  T0 10  JAN 

ROYAL  SHAKESPEARE  - 
COMPANY 

STRATFORD  01789  2968230641 
541051  RSTMERCHANT  OF 
VB0CE  Tod ay  1J0  &  7  JO; 
SIHWBARIHOLOMEW .  FAR 
Today  1J0  &  7J0;  TOP: 
OOODMGHT  CHUDREN 
EVERYWHERE  TonY  74Dl 
LONDON  0171  8388891  Batten: 
•BW  WIVES  OF  WINDSOR 
Tont  Tornor  7.15;  Ft  LITTLE 
ETOLF  Tent  Tomor  7.15. 

SedysWefa  »t  toe  Peacock 
TlMffirs  (0171)814  8800 

WALlACS&GSOim 

AUVE  ON  STAGE 
Good  SMI 


SAVOY  BQfccOin  836  BBSS 
CC  4200000 
MNTOHAHD90N 
GOURDE  FARCE"  are! 
OTAHAM  CROWD® 
■^w’ursvaYFUfMrttaiw 

themaqstras 

ll_t2^«*,rWlngPtoero 
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Nigel  vy^lhamson  talks  to  Ninar  Simone,  superstar  of 
this  weekend’s  Womad  Festival.  Plus  (below)  the  lineup 
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There  are  "things  you 
dream  about  Things 
like  spending  a  sunlir 
afternoon 

witn  Nina  Simone  in  her  villa 
in  the  south  of  Frante.  When  It 
is  time  to  leave,  shfe  implores. 
.  you  to  linger  a  littlellonger  for 
'  .,.a  private  raini-recitaJ.  She 
plays  the  first  feW  bars  of 
^ypon  7  Explain,  flashes  the 
chost  radiant  smile  aid  invites 
r:  you '  to  take  photographs. 
Ig^Pinch  me,  someone-  ‘ 

And  jet  record 
re  label .  executives,  p 
**;'-.aricr  agents  will  tell 
.;:'*1his  polite  and  friend . 

aged  . woman  sitting 
/.  vjnano  .is  The:  most 
|V  :v^jndtvidual.ih  show  _ 
career  has  been 
i.';  with  :  no-shows,  v 
^'fights  arid  -tantrums. 

■  -'  time  she  was  due  to 
.  London  she  cancelled  with 
notice  because  she  was '“dis¬ 
tressed"  over  an  injured  d^g.  If 
it  weren't  for  the  simple1,  feet 
tfiat  her  voice  possesses  an 
intensity  and  -emotion  that 
touches  pure  genius,  the  witid 
would  have  dismissed  her,  as 
far  too  wayward  long  ago.  \ 
She  has  her  own  explana¬ 
tion  for  how  she  attracted  such 
a  prickly  reputation:  “If  you’re 
a  black  woman  and  you  sta/id 
up  for  yourself  people  sty 
you're  difficult.  Its  so  easy  Tip . 
say  yes  to  everything.  It's  tiprd 
to  say  no,  I'm  not  going  to. do 
that  because  I  don't  believe  in 
it.  They  wouldn’t  say  I  was 
difficult  if  [  was  while  apd 
male." 

The  attitudes  that  maije  ’ 
Simone  were  instilled  early.  ?I 
was  playing  a  piano  recital  at 
the  local  music  lihrajy  when  I 
was  12  and  they  wanted  my 
mother  and  father  ro  sir  at  th^ 
back  because  they'  were  blade. 
That  was  the  first  time  I  mer. 
prgudice  and  the  first  time  I  j 
stood  up  to  it  I  still  haven’t  got  \ 
overfoe  shock  Vetfj 
Astonishingly,  one  erf -the 
greatest  popular  voices  ofthe  . 
postwar  era  never  wanted  to 
play  jazz  and  soiil  at  all.  —  or 
even  to  sing.  Her  ambition 
was  to  be  die  first  .blade 
concert  pianist  in  America.  "1 
was  classically  trained  for  22  , 
years,  but  I  was  refused  a 
scholarship  because  I  was 
black.  1  was  forced  to  go  into 


showbiz  to  make  a  living  and 
farced  to  sing  to  keep  a  job  and 
1  am  still  angry  and  bitter 
•about  it." 

-  The  nightclub  owner  in 
Atlantic  Cfty 'who.  told  her  43 
years  ago.  that  he  would  only 
employ  her  if  she  learnt  to  sing 
is  .  one  of  the  uncelebrated 
heroes  of  modem  music.  "With¬ 
out  him  there  would  have'  been 
no  Feeling  Good,  no  My  Baby 
Just  Cares  For  Me.no  Missis¬ 
sippi  Goddam.  Takr  a  bow; 
Harry  Steward;  We  owe  you. 

The  stories  of  the  racism 
Simone  encountered  in  the 
Deep  South  in  her  early  years 
are  graphically  recounted  in 
her  autobiography,  but  she 


C I  was 
forced  to  go 
into  showbiz 
and  forced, 
to  sing  to 
keep  a  Job  3 


still  talks  about  the  incidents 
as  if  they  happened  yesterday. 
“I  left  America  25  years  ago 
because  I  couldn’t  stand  the 
prejudice.  I'm  still  passionate 
and  mifitanr  about  it.  ivebeen 
back  a  few  times  but.  every : 
time  the  prejudice  is  worse  so  I 
don’t  go  back  any  more.”  •  ■ 
Nevertheless  she  is  making 
a  rare  visit  over  Christmas  to 
see  her  daughter  perform  in  a 
play  in  Chicago.  She  will  also 
look  up  her  mother,  now  96,  a 
Methodist  minister  who  still 
disapproves  of  bear  daughter 
playing  the  devil's  music:  “She 
wasn’t  happy  with  my  career. 
She  stiH  doesn’t  like  showbiz 
and  sbeftas  only  qver  been.ro 
see  me  play  twice."' '  '  '  • 

After  -  living  in  Liberia 
.phars  where  I  .  was  most 
happy”).  Switzerland.  Egypt. 
Barbados  and- -Amsterdam. 
$ir&ane-settled  in  Ranee  four 
years  ago.  She  lives  with 
^three  gentlemen”  —  an  assis¬ 
tant  a  nurse  and  a  bodyguard. 

,Her  living  room  is  festooned 
with  tropins,  resembling  a  ■ 
shrine  toher  king  career,  and. 


die  eagerly  tellsyou  that  she  is 
a  doctor  of  music  (she  hands 
you  a  little  card  "that  reads: 
“Dr  Nina  Simone^  and  that 
the  writer  Tom'.  Morrison 
described  her  as  “One.  of  the 
icons  of  the  20tfi  century”.  You 
could  imagine  her  choosing 
eight  of  ha*  awn  records  on' 
Desert  Island  Discs.  She  is 
also  one  of  the  few  people  who 
could  get  away  with  it  —  her 
motivation  would  be  pride  in 
the .  achievements  erf  a  black 
woman  rather  than  a  desire  to 
boast 

If  she  chose  other  perform¬ 
ers  none  of  them  would  be 
contemporary.  “I  listen  to  Ma¬ 
ria  Callas  and  Paul  Robeson 
every  day  when  I  wake  up. 
Louis  Armstrong,  Lena  Home 
and  Ella  Fitzgerald  1  like  a 
lot"  Stevie  Wonder  is  as 
modem  as  she  gets  and  while 
she  admires  the  aggressive 
altitude  of  young  African- 
American  street  styles  she  has 
contempt  for  the  music.  “The 
civil  rights  movement  is  dead 
1  but  at  least  the  rappers  are 
trying  to  repeat  what  we  did.  I 
approve  of  what  they  are 
trying  to  do  but  I  don’t 
approve  of  rap  because  it  isn't 
music." 

She  claims  a  special 
affinity  with  raflas 
and  talks  about  her 
incessantly.  “She  was 
a  diva  like  1  am  and  she  died  in 
a  hotel  room  with  her  little 
dog.  1  hope  I’m  not  forgotten 
and  left  alone  like  that”  It  is  a 
rare  and  poignant  moment  of 
doubt,  but  when  asked  about 
the  tragedy  in  her  own  life  she 
brushes  it  aside.  “I  lost  four 
children  in  miscarriages  and 
there  has  been  a  lot  of  unhap¬ 
piness.  But  there  has  been  an 
equal  amount  of  happiness. 
Not  all  of  my  songs  are  sad."  ; 
-  Eventually  I  summon  up  the 
courage,  to  ask  if  she  recog¬ 
nises  any  tratir  in  hfer  'fierce  • 
image.  “Darling,  I  am  drffi- ' 
cult  Very  difficult  Can’t  you 
see?"  she  says,  wearing  her 
most  formidable  frown.  Then 
she  smiles  sweetly  at  the  joke. 
“Are  we  meant  to  believe  that 
.the  militant  •  has  .  finally 
mellowed?  Nope.  Yon  must 
have  got  me  on  a  good  day.” 

•  Nina  Simone  plays  the  Bar¬ 
bican  on  Sunday 
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Dazzling 
triumph 
of  techno 
dynamos 

The  only  Scottish  date  of 
the  Prodigy’s  end-of- 
year  tour  took  place  on 
the  same  stage  from  which, 
two  days  earlier.  Oasis  had 
been  bottjed  oft.  It  might  not 
have  been  an  auspicious  omen 
for  the  group,  which  has 
enough  hassle  of  its  own.  what 
with  the  furore  over  the  single 
Smack  my  Bitch  Up.  but  the 
lords  of  British  dance  won 
over  the  Iess-than-caparity 
crowd  at  Glasgow’s  cavernous 
SECC  almost  immediately. 

Surrounded  entirely  by 
banks  of  keyboards.  with  a 
dozen  spotlights  shining  in  his 
direction,  songwriter  Liam 
Howled  looked  like  some  mad 
scientist  obsessed  with  his 
invention.  For  several  minutes 
he  was  alone  on  stage,  while 
overhead  cameras  linked  to 
two  huge  video  screens  ob- 


Had  Nina  Simone  been  given  the  chance,  she  would  have  been  a  concert  pianist  Instead  she  sang  the  blues  for  the  world 


Hail  Blekbala  Mujik.  First 
time  to  Britain,  and  the 
buzz  and  bubble  around 
them  is  stirring.  This  Aboriginal 
didgeridoo/dreamtime  dance  band 
from  Gulin  Gulin.  Arnhem  Land, 
Australia,  look  like  befog  one  ofthe 
daddies  of  Womad  at  foe  Barbican 
this  weekend. 

Their  European  d 
at  a  Womad  festival  in 
Gran  Canaria,  was,  _ 
account,  a  ripper.  “Wi 
highlight  of  the  festival. 

Miller,  lead  guitarist 
Aboriginal  rights  cam 
band  played  at  3am 
Spaniards.  -  “They  racMf 


month 
Palmas, 

,«  owi 
were  the 
tys  Peter 
.and 
ier.  The 
25,000 
to  :our" 


music."  Miller  says.  “It  blew  us 
.-away.  We  didn't  contemplate  our 
music  was  going  to  be  accepted. 
"  They  shouted:  ‘More,  more,  more’.  I 
.  said:  T  know  you  guys  stay  awake 
all-night,  but  I’m  an  Aussie  and  I 
need  same  sleep.*  t 
With  their  country-rock  storytell 
and  dreamtjjne  music,  Blekbala 
.Mpjik  have  come  from  the  end- of 
the  world,  to  perform.  “Our  niusic  is 
extracted  from  the  earth,”  Miller 
saysr  “The  song  is  our  spirit 


Dreamtime  is  our  spirit  it's  pure. 
We  still  maintain  our  roots." 

Tr$  thrilling,"  says  Thomas 
Broomam  Womad’S  artistic  direc¬ 
tor.  ThtyTe  from  such  a  different 
cultural  world.  They  travelled  300 
miles  j  ust  to  get  to  tijeir  local  airport, 
Darwin,  and  then  crossed  Australia 
to  Sydney  to  fly  to  Europe.  It’s  a 
chance  for  them  to  reach  out,  paint  a 
few  brushstrokes." 

This  is  the  second  year  Womad 
has  set  up  camp  at  die  vast  and 


unfestival-like  Barbican.  "It  isn’t 
exactly  natural  soil  in  which  to  plant 
our  little  festival,"  Brooman  says.  “It 
works,  though.”  About  8.000  people 
are  expected  to  attend  this  weekend, 
the  same  number  as  last  year,  when 
the  festival  lasted  three  days. 

•  A  free  music  and  workshop 
programme,  in  the  foyer,  will  com¬ 
plement  the  headline  acts.  Besides 
Blekbala  Mujik,  excitement  follows 
Ghostland.  a  London-based  trance 
band  playing  in  Britain  for  the -first 


Outback 


time.  “1  saw  their  first  performance 
in  Las  Palmas."  Brooman  says,  “h 
was  a  complete  triumph,  a  treat. 
They’ve  got  a  fantastic  Arabic  vocal 
section." 

Musical  purists  will  be 
masterclassing  too.  The  virtuoso 
worth  sniffing  out  is  Djivan 
Gaspaiyan,  one  of  Armenia’s  great¬ 
est  musicians  who  plays  the  duduk 
(an  Armenian  oboe).  “He’s  a  com¬ 
plete  master.”  Brooman  says. 
■There’re  no  also-rans,  it's  waJI-to- 


wall  quality.”  Such  quality  takes  in 
Marie  Daulne’s  French/Zaire  a 
cappella  singing  with  Zap  Mama; 
big-noise  Brazilian  samba/ 
ragga/toasting  from  Inner  Sense 
and'  Somali  nomadic  blues  with 
Maryam  Mursal  and  Waaberi 
And  Thomas  Broo man’s  own  tip  is 
Cesar  Strosrio.  Paris-based  Argen¬ 
tinian  tango  men  who  also  work 
concertina-type  instruments  called 
bandoneons. 

Alex 

WlJERATNE 

•  Womad  is  ai  the  Barbican,  SUk  Stmt, 
EC2  (0I7I-63S  8891)  tomorrow  and 
Sunda\' 


SECC,  Glasgow 

served  in  detail  his  every 
action.  Even  when  the  rest  of 
the  band  did  appear,  its  line¬ 
up  augmented  by  a  drummer 
and  a  guitarist,  Hewlett  un¬ 
usually  remained  the  focus  for 
the  performance.  Unlike  Oa¬ 
sis,  the  Prodigy  was  dearly 
prepared  u>  respond  to  the 
criticism  that  recent  shows 
have  suffered  from  familiarity. 

The  visual  shift  away  from 
multi-pierced  frontman  Keith 
Flint  was  far  from  the  only 
alteration  to  a  stunning  live  act 
that  has  helped  turn  the 
Prodigy  into  the  world's  most 
successful  techno  outfit  Gone 
were  the  flamboyant  dance 
routines  seen  at  countless 
summer  festivals  and  the  cosy, 
sitting-room  style  set  of  last 
year's  Christmas  concert 

Instead,  both  Flint  and  fel¬ 
low  dancer  Leeroy  Thornhill 
were  frequently  noted  only  for 
their  absence,  while  a  stage 
designed  to  look  like  a  steel 
cave  had  an  alienating  effect 
In  addition,  rapper  Maxim 
Reality  dispensed  with  his 
irritating  habit  of  attempting 
to  interact  with  the  audience. 

Even  the  light  show  had 
been  overhauled.  Often,  the 
auditorium  was  so  dark  that  it 
was  difficult  to  see.  or  blinding 
white  beams  made  it  impossi¬ 
ble  to  look  straight  at  the  stage. 
Stripped  down  to  its  dual 
dynamics  of  rock  and  rave,  the 
PTOdigy  recreated  the  exrite- 
mem  of  a  carnival,  rather  than 
the  parody  of  pantomime. 

The  evening’s  strange  com¬ 
bination  of  support  acts 
should  have  suggested  that 
changes  were  in  store.  Ameri¬ 
can  guitar  group  Foo  Fighters 
preceded  four  male 
breakdancers,  who  took  turns 
to  spin  on  their  heads  to 
scratched  snippets  of  James 
Brown  songs. 

When  the  Prodigy  left  the 
stage  after  a  strikingly  aggres¬ 
sive,  90-minute  performance 
of  former  "singles  such  as 
Firestarter,  Breathe  and  Poi¬ 
son,  as  well  as  live  favourites 
like  Mindfields  and  Serial 
Thrilla,  Hewlett’s  band  had 
demonstrated  an  enviable 
ability  to  reinvent  itself.  Oasis 
should  take  note. 

Lisa  Verrico 


LONDON  CONCERTS:  A  perfectionist  in  reflective  mood  at  the  keyboard;  a  disappointing  violin  concerto;  and  an  all-star  tribute 

Snow  business  is 


slow  business 


v-- 


IF  ITS  Howard  Blake,  it  m 
be  Christmas.  Why  else  wc 
a  great  orchestra  like 
Philharmonia  be  turning 
attention  to  music  by 
composer  of  The  Snovma 
Unfortunately  far  the  ordrr 
rra.  though,  there  was  li; 
festive  cheer  to  be  had  in  i 
rows  of  empty  seats  at  th 
Festival  Hall,  and  perhap 
there  was  a  lesson  therei  pla 
better  music  and  get  a  bigget 
audience.  While  the  samq 
band's  supposedly  aimculf 
Ligeti  series  is  packing  thei 
hall,  this  supposedly  popular' 
composer  is  emptying  il 

Blake's  Violin  Concerto, 
first  heard  four  years  ago, 
could  have  been  written  at  any 
time  in  the  past  100  years, 
rooted  as  it  is  in  Wand 
convention.  The  opening,  with 
its  arching  solo  o'er  a j  t?” 

mering  orchestra,  soundsTike 

poor-man’s  Sibelius,  and  it 
gives  way  to  a  seemingly 
interminable  2>mii»ute  move¬ 
ment  in  something  like  pasto¬ 
ral  style.  Things  ,  pick  up 
^lightly  in  the  limpid  Adagio 

-and  tamely  dancing  finale, 
hoth  more  conase.  The  Swed¬ 
ish  violinist  Katarina 
Aiidreasson  played  with  con¬ 
viction;  apparently  ft*  work  is 
big  in  Sweden,  and.  come  to 
think  of  it.  it  belongs  to  a  taro 
ofikea  school  of  composinon. 

Ai  least  there  is  a  style  here. 


imething  lacking  in  -  Jay 
rise’s  The 


somi _ 

Rose'S  The  Selfish  Giant,  an 
inexplicable  Philharmonia 
commission  receiving  its  pre¬ 
miere.  The  American  compos¬ 
er  has  subtitled  his  work, 
based  on  Wilde's  fairy-tale,  a 
"choreographic  tone-poem", 
and  ft  certainly  could  have 
done  with  some  action.  But 
what  dance  company  would 

touch  ft?  Though  the  half  hour 

score  is  competently  crafted 
for  full  orchestra  and  organ,  it 
mostly  meanders  as  direction¬ 
less  moderate,  and  the  few 
energetic  -  passages  go  no¬ 
where  fast.  The  orchestra 
looked  understandably  bored. 

Thank  heavens  for  Tchai¬ 
kovsky,  who  came  to  the 
[rescue  with  Act  H;  of  The 
Nutcracker.  Even  under  the 
rfarid  baton  of  Djong  Victoriri 
(u  the  can  cert  perked  up,  and 
t  is  not  often  one  hears  an 
rchestra  of  the  Philhar- 
Tonia*s  calibre  in  this  music, 
warm  strings  and  lively 
and  brass  cdughi  all  the 
of  this  enduring 
asterpiece. 

John  Allison 

k 


As  if  heard  in  a  dream 


Mitsuko  Uchida  is  a 
perfectionist  She 
plays  fewer  than  50 
concerts  a  year,  each  minutely 
prepared.  This  programme, 
which  grouped  late  works  by 
Bach,  Chopin  and  Schubert, 
was  characteristically  spare 
and  proportioned.  Her  ap¬ 
proach  to  each  was  utterly 
distinct;  and  each  reading 
'betrayed  a  deeply  imagined 
gestation- 

Yet  the  fact  that  she  has 
concentrated  her  ZSyear 
career  on  Mozart  Beethoven, 
Schubert  and  Schumann  has 
had  its  effect  And  it  was  her 
performance  of  Schubert's  last 
great  sonata  that  will  remain 
m  the  memory  longest. 

She  is  famous  for  her 
streamlined  repertoire  and. 
even  this  year,  she  was  de¬ 
scribing  herself  as  a  “doset 

Bach  player.  There  was  a. 
tension  in  her  reading  of  the 
Third  English  Suite  which, 
while  dynamic,  also  suggested 
an  unseasoned  performance. 

She  launched  into  the  pre¬ 
lude  with  a  tightly-sprung 
finger  action  that  produced  a . 
rather  loud,  clangorous  tone 
(though  it  must  be  said  that 
the  Festival  Halts  Steinway, 
whose  poor  bass  tuning  was 
exposed  in  the  first  half  of  the 
concert  let  her  down).  Yet 
there  was  a  relentlessness 
about  her  hard  finger  action 
which  stole  some  of  the  fanta¬ 
sy  from  the  AUanande,  the 
potential  lightness  from  the 


FRANK  HEHRMANN 


Mitsuko  Uchida:  mixed  success  in  a  Festival  Hail 
recital  of  late  works  by  Bach,  Chopin  and  Schubert 

heavy  bass.  A  beguiling  pia¬ 
nissimo  transformed  the  two 
late  Nocturnes  into  dream-like 
interludes.  But  this  languid 
introspection  worked  less  well 
in  the  Polonaise  Fantasie.  She 
pulled  baric  into  the  cadence 
points,  withdrawing  into  dim. 
slaw  regions  erf  rubato,  and 
exploding  into  others  for  all 
too  brief  flashes  of  fortissimo. 
She  articulated  an  idiosyncrat¬ 
ic  vision  of  the  work’s  architec¬ 
ture,  but  it  lacked  a  sense  of 
inevitability.' 


Courante,  and  at  tunes  over- 
' whelmed  dear  voicing.  Her 
gentlest  touch  was  reserved  far 
foe  simply  given  Gavottes. 
Her  Saraband  e.  however  was 
powerfully  sculpted. . 

Questions  of  dear  voicing 
also  affected  her  Chopin. 
Head  tong  sequences  were 
sometimes  unbalanced  by  a 


If  the  Chopin  was  laid 
uncomfortably  bare  in  her 
hands,  she  played  the  Schu¬ 
bert  with  the  unconscious 
assurance  of  one  who  had 
been  dreaming  it  all  her  life.  It 
began.  like  the  best  perfor¬ 
mances  of  late  Schubert,  as  if  it 
had  never  ceased.  Voices  were 
delicate  and  dear,  producing 
radiant  textures;  the  flow  from 
introspective  to  declamatory 
was  seamless. 

Her  own  intense  listening  — 
to  the  strange  modulations  of 
foe  development,  to  foe  Bee- 
thovenian  dissonances  —  drew 
a  breath-held  concentration 
from  a  packed  house.  In  her 
hypnotic  Andante  Sostenuto, 
the  wide-spaced  accompany¬ 
ing  figure  sounded  foe  subtlest 
of  alarms,  only  to  return 
utterly  transformed  in  the 
major  key.  no  longer  an  alarm 
but  coaxing  foe  melody 
onwards. 

Her  sriierao,  with  its  almost 
neo-Classical  twists  of  key, 
was  wonderfully  arched  and 
foe  elliptical  syncopations  of 
foe  trio  pungently  lopsided. 
She  devoured  foe  allegro  —  as 
her  halting  first  theme  gath¬ 
ered  pace  there  was  a  sense  of 
infectious  tale-telling,  rushing 
onward  to  foe  punchline.  Ex¬ 
haustion  sapped  force  from 
foe  Presto:  yet  who  would  not 

be  exhausted  from  living  each 
note  of  this  mammoth  musical 
journey? 

Helen  Wallace 


Celebration  of 
a  rabbi’s  rabbi 


RESPECT  and  affection  were 
the  dominant  qualities  in  a 
concert  tribute  to  Rabbi  Hugo 
Gryn.  who  died  last  year,  and 
which  inaugurated  a  memori¬ 
al  trust  bearing  his  name  for 
the  promotion  of  religious  and 
racial  tolerance  and  foe  wider 
understanding  of  foe  Jewish 
faith.  Gryn  has  been  called 
"the  rabbi’s  rabbi”,  who  per¬ 
sonified  his  favoured  biblical 
quotation  from  the  book  of 
Micah:  “Do  justice,  love  mercy 
and  walk  humbly  with  your 
God”. 

Something  of  Ills  aspiration 
towards  a  freedom  of  the  soul 
was  captured  in  Robert 
Saxton's  Prayer  before  Sleep, 
a  short  cantata  commissioned 
in  his  memory  by  his  son 
David,  and  premiered  here  by 
the  soprano  Teresa  Cahill, 
with  Raphael  Walfisch  (cello) 
and  John  York  (piano).  No 
other  instruments  are  in¬ 
volved,  nor  would  they  have 
added  to  foe  lyrical  melodic 
line  of  an  English  verse  by  the 
composer,  a  brief  instrumen¬ 
tal  dance  of  rapture,  and  a 
Hebrew  text  from  foeTalmud. 

A  similar  character  of  He¬ 
brew  chant  infused  foe  pass¬ 
ionate  N'igun  by  Ernest  Bloch 
and  Ravel's  Kaddisch  from  his 
TVo  Hebrew  Songs,  both 
played  with  intense  feeling  by 
cello  and  piano.  To  lighten  the 
mood,  foe  actress  Maureen 


Hugo  Gryn 

Memorial 

Barijican;; 


Lipman  spoke  two  mono¬ 
logues  by  Joyce  Grenfell,  and 
Lucie  Skeaping,  as  singer  and 
violinist  led  two  glops  of 
Klezmer  music  to  begin  each 
half  of  the  programme. 

Nothing  could  have  been 
more  welcome,  as  an  alterna¬ 
tive  to  all  this,  than  to  hear 
Imogen  Cooper  at  foe  piano 
bring  her  refinement  of  style 
and  assured  technique  to  four 
of  Schubert'S  exquisite  Mo¬ 
ments  Musicaux  (D.780).  two 
nature  tone  poems  for  piano 
by  Janafek,  In  the  Mists  and 
The  Little  Night  Owl.  and  a 
joyous  polka  by  Smetana, 
From  a  Students  Life.  . 

Memorial  programmes  are 
usually  overloaded,  and-still  to 
come  was  Mozart’s  superb  G 
Minor  String  Quintet  (K516), 
but  by  then  it  was  past  my 
bedtime  and  I  knew  it  was  in 
foe  safe  hands  of  the  three 
survivors  of  the  famous 
Amadeus  Quartet,  with  Lou¬ 
ise  Williams  and  Garfield 
Jackson  as  foe  viola  players 
needed  to  complete  the 
ensemble. 

Noel  Goodwin 
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A  woman’s  place  is 
wherever  she  wants 


Sheila 

Rowbotham  on 

the  lives  of  two 
pioneer  feminists 

Getting  into  hisiury  is 
always  chancy;  those 
connected  ro  well- 
known  figures  can  be 
destined  to  a  mention  in  parenthe¬ 
sis  and  appear  merely  as  appen¬ 
dages.  When  the  pacifist  and 
eccentric  socialist.  Francis  Sheehy 
Skef/irtgton.  was  shot  by  f  he  British 
Armv  during  the  Easter  Rising  of 
1916."  Hanna  Sheehy  Skeffington 
entered  history  books  as  his  widow. 
Marearet  Ward's  biography  re¬ 
veals’  her  to  have  been  a  remark¬ 
able  woman  in  her  own  right  who 
established  a  militanr  suffrage 
movement  in  Ireland,  supported 
the  organisation  of  women  workers 
and  went  on  to  become  a  significant 
figure  in  Sinn  Fein.  • 

Harriot  Stanton  Blatch.  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  Ellen  Carol  DuBois's  biogra¬ 
phy.  has  been  overshadowed  by  her 
famous  mother,  the  American  pio¬ 
neer  feminist  Eliza berh  Cady  Stan- 
ron.  But  Harriot  Blatch  herself 
played  an  important  role  in  the 
feminist  movement  in  the  United 
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States,  campaigning  for  the  federal 
amendment  for  women's  suffrage, 
arguing  for  equal  rights  at  work 
and  a  state  payment  for  mothers  to 
ensure  their  independence  from 
men. 

Both  were  "advanced  women" 
who  rejected  urthodax  ideas  of 
femininity.  After  marrying  Harry 
Blatch.  Harriot  settled  in  England, 
startling  Basingstoke  in  the  early 
ISSOs  with  her  ideas  on  “the  woman 
question"  and  her  membership  of 
the  Fabian  society.  After  her  daugh¬ 
ter  Mora  was  bom.  Harr/  became 
the  domestic  nurturer.  They  re¬ 
turned  to  New  York  after  “he  death 
of  her  youngest  daughter.  Helen,  in 
1896.  living  apart  during  the  week 
so  that  Harriot  could  participate  in 
politics.  Raised  the  rebel.  Harriot 
upset  her  fellow  passengers  on 
H.  M.  S.  Soxonia,  when  she  re¬ 
turned  to  Britain  in  I9IS,  by  puffing 
away  in  the  male  preserve  of  the 
smoking  room  to  avoid  the  wailing 
children  on  board. 

Hanna's  family  were  moderate 
narionaiist  middle  class  Catholics 
—  immonalised  by  James  Joyce  as 
the  Daniels  family  in  Stephen 
Hero.  But  the  Dublin  home  she  set 
up  with  Frank  Skeffinglon  in  1903 
was  piled  high  with  papers  and 
books.  "Like  the  lilies  I  dust  not, 
neither  do  I  dam."  anounced 
Hanna.  Among  iheir  friends  were 
Maud  Gonne.  the  poet  George 
Russell,  known  as  "AE".  and 
Margaret  Cousins,  the  feminist 
and  mystic.  The  couple  lived  for 
ideas  and  causes.  Frank’s  included 
socialism,  pacifism  and  vegetarian¬ 
ism.  He  sported  tweed  knicker¬ 
bockers.  a  “Votes  for  Women" 
badge  and  a  long  red  beard.  Joyce. 
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^  Mis  . 


Oh  no,  you  don’t  the  campaign  against  votes  for  women  was  as  vociferous  as  that  In  favour 


who  did  not  go  for  new  men,  called 
him  "hairy  Jaysus".  while  Frank 
and  Hanna  worried  what  would 
become  of  Joyce's  Nora. 

Margaret  Ward  describes  how 
Hanna  and  Frank  were  drawn  into 
the  turmoil  of  Irish  radical  politics; 
suffrage.  Home  Rule  and  socialism 
preoccupied  them  before  the  First 
World  War.  During  the  rebellion 
against  British  rule  in  1916,  Hanna 
took  food  to  the  rebels  while  Frank 
organised  a  citizens'  militia  to 
prevent  looting.  The  British  au¬ 
thorities  tried  to  cover  up  the 
circumstances  of  his  summary 
execution  but  an  officer,  Sir  Francis 
Vane,  believing  the  honour  of  the 
army  was  at  rake,  insisted  on  an 
inquiry.  He  lost  his  post,  but 
became  a  lifelong  friend  to  Hanna. 

Throughout  her  life.  Hanna 
faced  the  difficult  task  of  balancing 
the  daims  of  her  feminism  and  her 
commitment  to  Irish  independence. 
Margaret  Ward  gives  a  balanced 
account,  sifting  through  stories  and 
myths.  In  the  American  context  the 
pull  of  loyalties  was  less  extreme; 
however.  Ellen  DuBois  describes 


how  the  First  World  War  splir  all 
the  feminist  groups,  making  the 
slogan  of  “women  first"  no  longer 
practicable. 

Ellen  DuBois  is  most  confident 
on  the  debates  within  feminism 
and  argues  convincingly  that 
Blatch’s  life  shows  that  the 
polarisation  between  equal  rights 
and  reforms  based  on  women's 
difference  from  men  is  a  too-simple 
characterisation  of  feminism  in  the 
1920s.  1  found  the  chapter  on  how 
the  history  of  feminism  has  shifted 
aver  time  especially  suggestive  —  it 
looks  as  if  a  new  book  is  tucked 
inside  this  one. 


Margaret  Ward  gives  a 
warmer  account  of 
her  subject.  There  are 
endearing  touches, 
such  as  Hanna,  in  a  rare  respite 
from  struggle  in  1925,  sipping  coooa 
and  arguing  3 bout  Abbey  Theatre 
plays  with  her  son  Owen  at 
Dublin’s  Broadway  Soda  Fountain. 

These  two  biographies  not  only 
tell  of  two  women  who  played 
important  roles  in  the  history  of 


feminism,  they  demonstrate  how 
the  focus  on  the  individual  can 
reveal  connections  between  move¬ 
ments.  Harriot  Stanton  Blatch 
linked  British  and  American  femi¬ 
nists.  while  Hanna  Sheehy 
Skeffinglon  maintained  contacts 
between  Ireland,  Britain  and  the 
United  States.  “Networkers"  are 
often  served  31  by  posterity,  slip¬ 
ping  away  from  view  when  defini¬ 
tive  divisions  break  coalitions 
apart.  They  were  both  rather  too 
nuanced  in  their  politics  and  too 
principled  in  their  alignments  to  be 
celebrated.  Blatch  reverted  to  grad¬ 
ualist  socialism  after  the  First 
World  War,  not  a  popular  cause  in 
America,  while  Skeffington  op¬ 
posed  the  Anglo-Irish  Treaty  in  1921 
bur  broke  with  de  Valera  later, 
inclining  towards  the  communists 
during  the  Spanish  Civil  War. 
Neither  look  easy  choices  or  settled 
for  comfortable  courses  —  which 
makes  them  fascinating  subjects 
for  anyone  interested  in  looking 
round  comers  that  have  often  been 
missed  in  the  history  of  the  late  19th 
and  early  20th  centuries. 


AfT  EUROPE  stumbles  towards 
union,  we  can  reflect  on  the  last 
time  tt  was  done.  The  names,  of . 
course,  are  different:  Rome,  not 
Brussels,  the  denarius, .  not  the 
Euro,  Octavian.  not  Helmut  —  but 
much  is  fee  same.  Power  remains 
pivotal,  and  power  is  die  principal 
theme  of  both  these  novels:  Allan 
Massie’s  Antony  (Sceptre,  £16.99; 
ISBN  0  340  55604  8}  and  Mario  de 
Carvalho’S  A  Cod  Strolling  in  the 
Cool  of.  Evening  (Weidenfeld  & 
Nicolson.  £16.99;  ISBN  0  297  81942 
9). 

-The  two  complement  each  other, 
not  least  because  the  first  is  set  in 
the  murky  dawn  of  the  Roman 
Empire  and  the  second  in  its  long 
dusk.  Antony  concludes  a  quartet 
of  Roman  novels  from  a  writer  of 
indefatigable  industry. .  Because 
Massie’s  output  is  prodigious,  it  is 
uneven.  That  is  a  flaw  in  Antony . 
but  one  for  which  there  is 
recompense. 

This  is  a  retrospective,  account 
dicatated  by  a  bibulous  Antony  to . 
his  secretary,  Critias.  who  adds  his 
own  observations.  But  these  be¬ 
come  a  disappointing  device  by 
which  Massie  sketches  over  mat¬ 
ters  well  worthy  of  his  sure  touch.  It 
is  44  BC,  and  Caesar  is  dead.  A  new 
triumvirate  of  Antony,  Octavian  — 
later  and  better  known  as  Augustus 
—  and  Lepidus  takes  control 


Power 
still  the 

pivot 

Antony  goes  east  and  is  ensnared 
ty.  Cleopatra  as  Octavian.wfles  and 
smiles  his  way  to  autocracy  in 
Rome;  Dissipated,  embittered  and 
alone,  Antony  takes  his  own  life 
after  defeat  at  the  battle  of  Acuum 
in  31  BC.  The  Roman  Republic  is 
lost  Under  Octavian,  the  Empire  is 
.  born. 

;  Massie  masters  the  ebbs  and 

flows  —  of  Octavian’s  inexorable 

rise,  erf  Antony's  tragic  fell.  He 
alternates  passages  of  maudlin 
introspection  with  others  of  com¬ 
pelling  narrative:-  The  ground 
froze,  the  snow  covered  the  moun¬ 
tains,  the  dead  did  not  decay 
between  die  camps.”  He  shows 
how  fickle  history  is,  how  uncertain 
the  reasons  for  actions  are,  how 
obscure.  Despite  the  novel’s  unsat¬ 
isfactory  narrative  balance,  his 
Antony  is  utterly  plausible,  magnif¬ 
icent  yet  marred. 


De  Carvalho-s  prorago^ 

rentrai  character  is  a  W  d^ent 
Dnmsn  one  Ludus  -Vafenus,  a 
ma^blxale  in  the  (fictional)  diy  of 
KaEta  Lusitania  —  modern 
twtugai.  The  sun  is  semng  on  the 
^SEmpire-U  isa  time  when 
-oriental  religions,  gn«nto LSft 
ny,  proliferated,  askmgthegodsof 

arirrais  what  the  god®  rf  men 
might  not  be  able  to  panr. 
ffide  the  city,  '.the  tertarean 
Moors  are  threatening.  Inside.  the 
latest  cult.  Christianity,  and  die 

£5v  of  P"!. f<S 

power  are  causing  dissennon. _It 
Ms  to  Lucius  to  Preve|“  Jjj® 
unravelling  of  the  weave.  But  he 
falls  in  love  with  Junta.  the  me¬ 
owed  leader  of  the  Christians.  That 
undermines  his  search  for  values  m 

SSSSKfflRig 

Tated  from  the  Portuguese  by 
Gregory  Rabassa,  this  novel  suc¬ 
ceeds  in  the  two  aims  to  which  all 
historical  novelists  aspire:  not  mly 
docs  it  recreate  a  vanished  world, 
but  it  increases  our  understanding 
of  who  we  are.  In  European  or 
Roman  union,  the  questions  re¬ 
main  similar,  and  the  answers  may 
prove  the  same. 

.'ross  LECKIE 


And  they  can  even  talk 


I  have  always  seen  Laclos  as 
one  of  a  select  group  of  great 
one-shot  authors,  up  there 
with  the  likes  of  Gogol,  Emily 
Bronte,  Edmund  Gosse  and,  one 
hopes,  the  chap  who  wrote  the 
book  about  the  Spice  Girls.  That  is 
not  too  far  from  the  truth.  But  here 
we  find  —  new  to  me  —  an 
extraordinary  essay,  On  the  Edu¬ 
cation  of  Women,  subtitled  "  Por¬ 
trait  of  tile  Natural  Woman,” 
written  in  1783,  just  a  year  after  the 
publication  of  Dangerous 
Liaisons. 

The  scandalous  success  of  Dan¬ 
gerous  Liaisons  was  a  mixed 
blessing  to  a  left-leaning  artillery 
captain  in  late-18th-century 
France.  Laclos  was  later  to  play  a 
walk-on  part  in  the  French  Revo¬ 
lution  an  d  was  keen  to  restore  his 
reputation  as  un  homme  serieux. 
On  the  Education  of  Women,- 
submitted  to  an  essay  competition, 
was  his  attempt  to  explain  the 
essential  moral  of  his  novel  to 
reassure  the  bourgeois  society  of 
La  Rochelle,  where  he  was  then 
posted.  He  may  also  have  wanted 
to  give  some  comfort  about  his 
intended  lifestyle  to  his  new  20- 
year-old  fiancee. 

Sadly,  tiie  effort  was  destined  to 
fail;  the  essay  missed  the  prize, 
remained  unpublished  in  his  life¬ 
time,  and  has  been  little  read 
since.  It  is  one  of  a  number  of 
fascinating  curiosities  brought  to 
life  in  The  Libertine  Reader. 

Supported  by  the  French  Minis¬ 
try  of  Agriculture,  this  is  publish¬ 
ing  in  the  old  Pfeiade  tradition.  It 
is  a  modest  sized  paperback,  yet 
with.  1,322 wafer  thin,  dense  pages. 
The  editor,  Michael  Feher.  crams 
in  two  full-length  novels  {Danger¬ 
ous  Liaisons  and  Diderot’s  Indis¬ 
creet  Jewels)  and  seven  other 
substantial  but  more  obscure  con¬ 
tributions  from  Diderot,  Laclos,' 
Crtbillon  fils,  Domini que- Vivant 
Denon  and  the  Marquis  de  Sade. 

So  value  for  money  is  not  at 
issue,  though  one  wonders  how 
many  non-French  readers  will  be 
interested  in  some  of  the  apocry¬ 
pha  presented  here.  But  Feher  and 
his  co-conspirators  are  not  mere 
anthologists.  They  are  far  more 
ambitious.  In  eight  extended  intro¬ 
ductions  they  seek  to  present  a 
coherent  analysis  and  defence  of 
libertinism. 

Feher  argues  that  we  should 
look  beneath  de  Sade’s  aggressive 
licentiousness,  Diderot’s  salacious 
tales  (the  Jewels,  whose  indiscre¬ 
tions  are  revealed,  are  talking 
vaginas)  and  Lados’s  conceit  of 
deception.  We  should  see  them  all 
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as  speculations;  "on  the  possfbifty 
of  overcoming  the  inconstancy  of 

sy  of  so^^OTwentions,  in  order 
to  experience  a  love  . that  would  be 
constant  without  being  artificial" 

How  persuasive  is  tins  highly 
moral  interpretation  of  the  liber¬ 
tine  agenda?  For  Diderot,  the  case 
is  strong,  and  wdl  supported  here.. 
Even  me  Indiscreet  Jewels  — , 
oddly  the  only  one  ctf  his  novels 
published  in  his  lifetime  —  is 
cl  early  a  moral  tale,  and  ends  with 
a  tribute  to  'She  reassuring  dream 
of  a  faithful  woman”. 

The  same  is  true  of  Abb£ 
Prevast,  represented  by  The  Soul 
of  Modem  Greek  Woman.  Per¬ 
haps  Ladas,  too,  in  spite  of  the 
tragic  denouement  of  Dangerous 
Liaisons,  had  a  higher  purpose  in 


mind.  Certainly  his  subsequent 
apologia  suggests  as  much.  But 
the  Marquis  de  Sade,  whose  tale 
of  incest,  Florville  and  Courval, 
closes  the  Reader ,  may  be  a 
different  matter.  . 

Even  the.  introduction  by  Mar¬ 
cel  Henaff  describes  Florville  as 
pcwirially  a  "search,  for  an  infinite 
combinatorial  mechanism  for  the 
possibilities  of  perversion".  (Some¬ 
thing  lost  in  the  translation,  here: 
perhaps  Jgang  bang"  might  have 
come  closer  to  the  sense  of  the 
original  French?)  I  doubt  whether 
even  de  Sade  himself  would  have 
wanted  to  join  the  club  whose 
membership- he  is  retrospectively 
awarded. 

But  tiie  somewhat  contrived 
attempt  to  create  a  school  of 
righteous  libertines,  and  to 
characterise  French  fops  [petits- 
maitres)\  as  18th-century  precur¬ 
sors  of  l^riate  counsellors,  does  not 
invalida  te  the  essential  purpose  of 
The  Libertine  Reader :■  It  illumi¬ 
nates  ai  too-little-known  comer  of 
the  French  literature  of  the  En¬ 
lightenment  with  a  rich  mixture  of  : 
text  and  intelligent  commentary. 
And  all  rendered  just  that  little  hit 
sweeter,  for  the  English  reader,  by 
tiie  enjoyment  of  a  subsidy  from 
the  French  taxpayer. 


Dangerous  liasions:  Michelle  Pfeiffer  and  John  Malkovich  in 
the  scandalously  successful  1988  film  of  Lados’s  novel 
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This  is  the  British  Drey¬ 
fus  affair,  the  darkest 
episode  in  this  country's 
wartime  record.  It  has  stained 
the  reputation  of  a  Prime 
Minister,  branded  a  peer  of 
the  realm  as  a  war  criminal, 
and  resulted  in  the  largest  libel 
award  ever  made  in  a  British 
court.  The  charges  have  be¬ 
come  chillingly  familiar  ever 
since  they  were  first  raised  by 
Count  Nikolai  Tolstoy  in  The 
Victims  of  Yalta  almost  20 
years  ago:  that  at  the  end  of  the 
war,  the  British  Army  in 
Austria  handed  over  some 
67.000  ami-communist  Cos¬ 
sacks  and  Yugoslavs  to  face 
almost  certain  death  and  im¬ 
prisonment  at  the  hands  of 
their  communist  enemies. 

Investigating  the  facts  has 
become  an  obsession  with 
those  caught  up  in  the  affair. 
Christopher  Booker  has  fol¬ 
lowed  ir  ever  since  he  Bret 
reviewed  Tolstoy's  book  in 
1975-  Ian  Mitchell  is  a  newer 
recruit.  Neither  can  be  called 
wholly  objective.  Both  throw' 
new  light  on  the  affair. 

Booker  writes  as  a  convert  to 
the  ami -Tolstoy  faction.  To 
begin  with  he  shared  the 
conviction  that  something  ap¬ 
proaching  a  major  war  crime 
had  been  committed.  He  ac¬ 
cepted  Tolstoy’*  subsequent 
evidence  that  the  late  Harold 
Macmillan  and  Brigadier 
Toby  Low,  now  Lord 
Aldington,  had  conspired  to 
act  in  breach  of  orders  and 
official  policy  in  order  tu 
ensure  that  Cossacks  and  Yu¬ 
goslavs  were  handed  back  to 
the  Russians,  and  then  went 


War  and  pieces  of 
history  rewritten 


on  to  cover  up  the  truth  of 
what  had  happened.  Gradual¬ 
ly.  however,  as  documents 
accumulated,  he  became  con¬ 
vinced  that  Toistqy  bad  grave¬ 
ly  distorted  the  evidence.  Now, 
finally,  he  has  pulled  the 
threads  of  that  investigation 
together,  and  this  is  the  result. 

It  is  a  massive  and  painstak¬ 
ing  work,  it  acquits  Macmil¬ 
lan,  Aldington  and  the  many 
British  Army  officers  caught 
up  in  the  repatriation  of  the 
major  charges  against  them. 
He  concludes  that  the  conspir¬ 
acy  alleged  by  Tolstoy  is 
without  foundation,  that  the 
handover  had  been  authorised 
at  the  highest  military  level, 
that  thousands  of  Cossacks 
found  nor  to  be  Soviet  citizens 
had  in  feet  been  exempted, 
and  that  many  of  the  subse¬ 
quent  atrocities  and  massacres 
had  never  taken  place  in  the 
way  that  most  writers  on  the 
period  have  assumed.  . 


He  bases  his  case  on  the 
discovery  of  new  doc¬ 
uments.  particularly 
the  extensive  archive  of  Mac¬ 
millan's  opposite  number,  the 
United  Slates  political  adviser 
in  the  area.  Alexander  Kirk. 
What  they  reveal  is  the  broad- 
cr  picture  of  whar  was  happen¬ 
ing  during  this  complex. 
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fraught  and  confused  period. 
Essentially,  the  claim  is  that 
for  the  British  Army,  the 
repatriation  was  outweighed, 
as  a  priority  by  the  threat  from 
Marshal  Tiro  to  annex  large 
parts  of  southern  Austria  and 
Northern  Italy. 

It  was  in  this  atmosphere  df 
imminent  conflict  that  orders 
were  given  for  all  Russian  and 
Yugoslav  prisoners  of  war  to 
be  handed  bade.  While  Tolstoy 
argued  that  Maonfllan.  as  the 
Minister  responsible,  .  and 
Ald  ington  as  the  officer  direct¬ 
ly  in  charge,  bent  every  rule 
and  order  to  please  their 
Russian  allies  by  ensuring 
that  there  was  no  screening 
put  of  White  Russians,  emi¬ 
gres,  and  others  who  should 
never  have  been  repatriated, 
Booker  says  that  these  two 


were  only  bit  players.  He 
states  that  in  the  aftermath  of 
Yalta,  the  screening  out  of 
possibly  .  innocent  prisoners 
was  never  as  dear-cut  a  condi¬ 
tion  as  Tolstoy  claims.  Not 
that  orders  remained  unques¬ 
tioned  —  indeed,  the  agonised 
exchange  of  messages  is  mani¬ 
fest  evidence  of  doubts  in  the 
minds  of  those  charged  with 
carrying  them  out 

Booker  is  at  his  most  con¬ 
vincing  in  exculpating  Mac¬ 
millan,  whose  specific  use  of 
the  phrase  "Cossacks  and 
White  Russians"  in  his  diaries 
led  Tolstoy  to  assume  that  he 
was  aware  that  innocent  men 
were  being  sent  to  their  death. 
He  demonstrates  that  Mac¬ 
millan  played  no  intervention¬ 
ist  role  during  the  crudal 
Klagenfurt  conference  when 
the  decision  to  repatriate  was 
endorsed.  As  for  Aldington, 
the  suggestion  that  he  deliber-  ’ 
atdy  disobeyed  orders  to  en¬ 
sure  that  prisoners  were  sent 
back  is  constantly  undermined 
by  the  stream  of  telegrams  and 
instructions  that  demonstrate 
omerwise.  Tolstoy’s  evidence 
is  exposed  as  partial  and 
occasionaly  distorted. 

None  of  this  should  be  takm 
as  suggesting  that  terrible 
things  did  not  happen,  in 
particular  the  fate  of  the 


Yugoslavs  still  makes  searing 
evidence,  as  we  hear  of  British 
soldiers  having  to  dub,  threat¬ 
en.  and  sometimes  shoot  des¬ 
perate  men  in  order  to  force 
them  onto  trains  which  would 
take  them  back  to  face  almost 
certam  ■  death.  Booker  may 
rave  demonstrated  that  some 
massacres  did  not  take  place 
qurte  as  Tolstoy  described 
them,  but  this  does  not  mean 
that  killings,  torture  and  im- 
Pnsonment  did  not  happen 
once  the  prisoners  crossed  the 
borders.  This  remains  a 
dreadful  event  which  still 
haunts  the  memory  of  those 

who  took  part. 

Ian  Mitchell’s  account  needs 
to  be  read  alongside  the  Book- 
er  work.  Privately  printed,  in 
‘the  shadow  of  one  of  the  most 

au-enoampassing  injunctions 

ever  handed  down  by  a  British 
W  he  daims  that 
Aldington  was  helped  by  a 
ttetwork  of  friends  in  high 
places  who  quietly  removed 
“Y  documents  from  the 
^ords.  He  suggests  that  the 
whole  thrust  of  Aldington's 
evidence  is  open  to  question. 

The  problem  with  both 
these  books  is  that  th«r 

nmtoJ2™e  fr^mi  evinced 
m  the  affair. 
“MKfir’s  manuscript  was  read 
jj£ara>roved  by  Aldington. 

Mitchell  accepts  the  fold 
of  Tolstoys  conclusions. 
"Csptte  the  thousands  of 
words,  the  mass  of  evidence, 

°f  research, 

defotitive  work  on  this  seminal 
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Forgeries  or  not?  Never  a  black  and  white  case 


i  e\ 


e,i  tal; 


Dunng  the  crisis  of  radical 
insh  nationalism  just  be¬ 
fore  the  First  World  War. 
Sir  Roger  Casement  was  one  of  the 
most  glamorous  recruits  to  the 
cause.  A  tall,  dramatically  hand¬ 
some  Ulsterman  with  an  upper- 
dass  background,  he  .had  had  a 
distinguished  career  in  the  British 
consular  service*  his  knighthood  in 

191 1 was  bestowed  for  his  exposure 
of  the  horrors  inflicted  on  natives 
“  we  Congo  and  the  .  Amazon 
oasins  by  the  rubber  industry.  He 
resigned  from  the  service  in  1913 
and  became  more  and  more 
involved  with  the  “advanced"  wine 
of  the  Irish  Volunteering  move¬ 
ment;  with  the  outbreak  of  war  he 
set  off  u>  raise  “Irish  Brigades" 
among  prisoners  of  war  in 
Germany,  tried  to  organise  Ger¬ 
man  military  help  for  a  rebellion 
m  Ireland,  returned  on  a  U-boat  in 
1916,  was  captured,  and  executed 
for  treason. 

Nonetheless,  his  reputation  has 
been  handled  gingerly  even  in 
independent  Ireland,  because  of 
the  dirty  tricks  used  to  impugn  his 
"moral  character"  by  the  British 
establishment  in  order  to  head  off 
a  campaign  in  his  favour  mounted 
by  influential  friends  after  his 
sentence.  This  was  done  by  circu¬ 
lating  extracts  from  several  alleged 
journals  and  cash-ledgers,  loosely 
called  the  "blade  diaries”,  detailing 
homosexual  encounters,  usually 
with  native  boys  in  die  areas 
where  he  campaigned  for  human 
rights. 


Roy  Foster  rifles  through  the  contentious  jottings  of  a  dashing  hero  of  Irish  nationalism 
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No  one  could  condone  the  use  to 
which  these  documents  were  put 
by  Casement's  enemies:  but  were 
they  even  genuine?  While  many 
Irish  nationalists  d aimed  these 
were  forgeries.  Casement’s  biogra¬ 
phers  —  faced  with  the  documents’ 
detail,  length  and  apparently  gen¬ 
uine  handwriting  —  have  usually 
accepted  that  they  are  not 
These  two  books  represent  yet 
another  stage  in  the  argument. 
Sawyer  and  Mitchell  started  out 
together,  some  years  ago,  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  full  edition  of  the  writings 
covering  Casement’s  1910  journey 
up  the  Amazon,  into  a  world  of 
genocide,  torture,  slavery  and 
sadism  inflicted  by  local  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  British-registered 
Peruvian  Amazon  Company.  Ech¬ 
oes  of  Conrad  are  inescapable:  the 
novelist  and  the  humanitarian 


knew  each  other,  and  Casement 
admired  Heart  of  Darkness. 

The  editorial  point  of  the  exer¬ 
cise  raises  yet  again  the  forgery 
issue;  for  the  1910  Putamayo 
venture  was  recorded  in  two 
parallel  diaries.  One  was  the 
voluminous,  discursive,  so-called 
“white-  diary  now  in  the  National 
Library  of  Ireland,  with  a  type¬ 
script  version  prepared  to  bolster 
Casement's  case  against  the  hor¬ 
rors  he  had  witnessed;  the  other  is 
the  1910  volume  of  the  “black" 
diary  which  gives  a  parallel  ver¬ 
sion  of  events,  often  m  a  kind  of 
shorthand,  and  includes  numer¬ 
ous  sexual  transactions  and  obses¬ 
sive  genital  observations  about 
local  boys  and  men.  Both  Sawyer 
and  Mitchell  started  out  by  believ¬ 
ing  it  was  genuine,  and  that  the 
“white"  diary  was  a  cleaned-up 
and  much  lengthier  version  of  the 
"black"  original.  Sawyer  still  be¬ 
lieves  so;  Mitchell  derided  that  the 
"black”  journal  was  indeed  a 
forgery  because  of  internal  incon¬ 
sistencies.  The  editors  went  their 
separate  ways,  and  these  separate 
books  are  the  result. 

Sawyer’s  book  is  to  be  welcomed 
for.  at  least,  printing  a  more 
accurate  transcription  of  the 
“black  diary”  than  the  version  put 
out  by  the  ever-enterprising  Olym¬ 
pia  Press  in  1959.  Mitchell's  edition 
of  the  Putamayo  journal  is  much 
fuller,  and  impressively  annotated ; 


MARY  EVANS 


Captured  and  tried  for  treason  in  1916:  Roger  Casement  in  court 


it  is.  a  vital  document  for  anyone 
interested  in  the  exploitation  of 
South  America  during  the  heyday 
of  untrammelled  —  and  unac¬ 
countable  —  capitalism,  when  the 
new  motor  industry  turned  rubber 
into  "black  gold". 

Mitchell’s  evidence  for  the 
fraudulenoe  of  the  parallel  "black 
diary"  is  sometimes  arresting,  but 
nor  always  as  convincing  to  the 
reader  as  to  himself.  Much  is 
made  of  a  remark  of  Casement’s 
own  about  his  “celibacy”  but  in 


context  it  seems  clearly  to  mean 
"childlessness".  There  is  an  appar¬ 
ent  discrepancy  where  the  "black" 
diary  states  that  Casement  stayed 
at  an  Iquiios  hotel,  instead  of  (as 
we  know  from  his  letters)  at  a 
private  house:  but  it  could  as  easily 
mean  that  be  rejected  the  hotel 
room  which  he  calls  “dreadful". 

Inconsistencies  of  names,  dates 
and  spellings  do  occur,  but  could 
be  explained  by  the  different 
circumstances  of  compiling  the 
two  documents;  so  could  the  fact 


thai  Casements  frequently- 
documented  cye-smin  affects  (he 
writing  in  the  lengthy  “white" 
journal,  but  not  the  joned-dnwn 
"black"  diary.  Elsewhere,  indeed. 
Mitchell  instances  “variations"  in 
the  writing  as  a  sign  of  the  forger’s 
hand:  they  could  also  be  evidence 
of  Casement's  failing  sight. 

Above  all,  to  believe  that  rhe 
“black”  diary  is  a  forgery  made 
using  the  material  in  the  "white" 
diary  requires  belief  that  the  forger 
went  to  the  trouble  of  composine  a 
number  of  different  volumes,  plus 
a  cash  ledger,  in  enormous  detail, 
from  the  moment  Casement  em¬ 
barked  on  nationalist  activities  in 
1914.  It  also  involves  ignoring 
handwriting  analysis  which  has 
declared  that  the  two  documents 
were  written  by  the  same  person. 
Nor  are  we  any  nearer  pinning  the 
forger’s  identity,  though  tire  name 
of  the  Head  of  Special  Branch.  Sir 
Basil  Thomson,  recurs.  He  gave 
numerous  conflicting  accounts  of 
how  the  diaries  were  found  (and 
was  himself,  eventually,  sexually 
disgraced  being  found  committing 
“gross  indecency"  in  a  London 
park  with  a  prostitute  wonderfully 
named  Thelma  de  Lava). 

These  books  do  nut  resnjve  the 
vexed  question  of  the  "black" 
diaries’  provenance,  and  it  seems 
that  belief  in  their  authenticity  or 
unauthenticity  will  continue  to  be 
swayed  by  political  predilection: 


some  of  the  Casement  commen¬ 
tary  in  recent  years  has  continued 
to  be  bedevilled  by  the  implication 
thar  homosexuality  is  ipso  facto 
connected  with  hypocrisy  and 
perversion.  On  the  other  hand,  at  a 
rime  when  Oscar  Wilde  is  being 
claimed  by  some  imaginative  spir¬ 
its  as  a  gay  Irish  nationalist  hero,  it 
wems  ruiher  a  pity  to  lake  away 
Casement's  counter-cultural  cre¬ 
dentials.  One  recent  hiugrapher 
has  even  cheerfully  asserted  that 
here  was  a  man  "at  ease  with  his 
anus”. 

More  profoundly,  these  book-!  — 
and  particularly  Mitchell's  —  pro¬ 
vide  the  valuable  service  of 
documenting  Casement's  pilgrim¬ 
age  into  sacrificial  nationalism  as 
pan  of  an  anti-imperial  crusade. 
In  a  fascinating  entry  for  October 
24. 1910.  lie  confides  that  he  would 
lilt  to  arm  and  train  the  Indians 
for  insurrection  against  their  tor¬ 
turers.  At  the  same  rime,  he  still 
believed  that  if  the  territory  were 
British  for  a  year,  he  could  "scour 
it  clean"  with  a  hundred  men.  By 
the  end  of  his  investigations,  while 
he  still  had  faith  in  people  like  Sir 
Eduard  Grey,  he  was  setting 
towards  his  own  Con  radian  jour¬ 
ney  which  would  eventually  take 
him  through  wartime  Germany  to 
his  lonely  landing  on  a  Kerry’ 
beach  Despite  their  opposing 
beliets  both  these  ediriuns  shed 
fun  he  i  light  on  his  individuality 
and  Jus  heroic  hunianita nanism:  it 
is  hard  nut  to  believe  that  there  is 
mi  >rc  to  cume. 


Filing 
past  the 
front  line 


rhe  sword  and  the  pen  dash 
regularly.  Soldiers  and  jour¬ 
nalists  are  usually,  although 
ioI  invariably,  different  kinds  of 
eople  with  conflicting  interests, 
he  soldier's  instinct  is  to  censor 
nd  be  safe;  the  journalist’s  to 
>ublish  and  be  damned  The 
elanonship  between  them  is  welt 
latroUed  territory. 

Philip  Knightley*®  The  First  Ca- 
ualty  was  the  tale  told,  in  a 
on  si  sternly  adversarial  fashion, 
rom  the  scribblers’  point  of  view, 
-ludson  and  Staniert  War  and  the 
Aedia  is  a  counter-bombardment 
rom  the  soldier's  side  of  the  lines. 
Ire  dust  cover  features  a  romantic 
mage  of  the  matchless  Kate  Adie  in 
1  laudi  Arabia.  But  the  rest  .does  not . 
I  ive  up  to  this  early  prefinseiv''  rV 
'  Miles  Hudson  andJofitt^ftanief- 
•  hronide  the  skirmishes,  brtween 
.( he  media  and  the  mBftaiy  from  the 
v  Crimea  to  the  present  day.  They 
iave  wide  experience  of  politics  and 
oldiering,  but  afl  from  a  while  ago. 
.nd  some  of  die  lessons  drawn  may 
te  beyond  their  pensionable  life.  ’■ 
The  witnesses  are  mainly  estab; 
ishment  figures  —  politicians  like 
Xniglas  Hurd  and  journalists  like 
ohn  Simpson.  (I  once  shared  a 
Hiblic  platform  with  John  Simpson 
m  which  he  described  himself  as 

Martin  Bell 


WAR  AND  THE  MEDIA 
By  MBes  Hudson; 
and  John  Starrier  r 

Sutton  Publishing.  £N^S  ■ 
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it 


"establishment  creep";. he  way 
^ggerating.  I  hope). 

The  authors  seem  to  yearn  for  a 
jorld  from  which  the  media  are 
,,'xduded  and  in  which  national 
eaders  chart  their  course  on  the 
p-Tasis  of  advice  from  the  grave  and 

naidy  cables  of  their  ambassadors. 

Dream  on.  gentlemen.  The  world 
las  changed  and  may  even  be  a 
letter  place  because  of  it.  Besides, 
xiiitirians  have  only  themselves  to 
Marne  if  television  and  public 
jpinion  fill  a  policy  vacuum  left  by 
heir  indirection. 

The  military  have  adjusted  better 
o  the  new  realities.  In  today’s 
jpe rations,  a  successful  cammand- 
.t  need  neither  shun  the  journalists 
mr  court  them;  but  he  has  to  be 
iware  of  the  perils  and  opportuni¬ 
ties  their  presence  brings.  He  is  not 
abliged  to  be  a  media  star.  Some 
are.  some  aren't.  General  Rupert 
Smith,  who  commanded  in  both 
he  Gulf  and  Bosnia,  gave  only  one 
.elerision  interview  in  ail  that  tune; 
out  he  had  articulate  deputies  and 
spokesmen  —  Patrick  Coidvngtey 
and  Arthur  Denaro  in  the  Gulf, 
Gary  Coward  in  Bosnia  —  who 
injoved  his  confidence  as  well  as 
airs  and  did  the  talking  for  mm.  So 
he  could  use  the  new  technology  to 
speak  to  his  most  important  constit¬ 
uency’.  the  families  of  the  soldiers 
serving  under  him.  . 

It  is  much  against  the  gram  or 
this  book,  but  the  media  can 
actually  serve  the  cause  of  peaoe. 
War  crimes  are  now  arguably 
harder  to  commit  and  conceal.  Ana 
television  has  made  possible  a 
surrueate  form  of  warfare:  adver¬ 
saries  bombard  each  ota  with 
soundbites  and  threats  before  re¬ 
turning  to  the  negotiating  jaWe 
without  spilling  a  drop  of  blood. 
This  happens  biennially  between 
Iraq  and  the  United  States. 

[  hope  that  the  “ 

whom  is  a  retired  Field  Mjwstel. 
will  permit  a  personal  quibble  firm 
a  humble  former  corporal.  Jne 
charge  thar  in  Bosnia  I  openly 
supported  me  Muslims  would 
come  as  a  surprise! to ithe '  Roown 

Government,  ^ 

cused  me  of  favouring  the  sews. 


Jeanette  Winterson  wonders  what  makes  sex  safe 

Out  from  under 
the  counter 


Desire  down  the  ages:  Lorene  Resnick’s  work  is  inspired  by  the  drapery  of  Hellenistic  sculpture 


What  is  the  difference 
between  erotic  art  and 
pornography?  Inten¬ 
tion?  Subject  matter? 
Skill?  Does  it  depend  entirely,  m  the 
viewer  or  the  viewed  —  rhe  object  in 
its  own  right,  as  important  as  who 
is  doing  (he  looking?  Why  are 
erections  x-rated  and  breasts  a  page 
in  a  family  newspaper? 

The  breasts  in  Ars  Erotica  come 
in  round  numbers  but  the  erections 
stand  by  themselves.  This  is  not  a 
book  for  the  easily  embarrassed 
and  its  coffee  table  format  makes  it 
difficult  to  hide.  Removing  the 
cover  will  not  aid  the  modest  — 
Erotica  is  written  in  large  letters  on 
the  spine.  J  took  it  on  the  train  and 
nobedy  sat  next  to  me. 

That  was  a  pity  because  debate  is 
what  this  book  is  all  about.  It  is 
important  to  wonder  why  the 
Classical  nudity  of  the  Old  Masters 
has  become  disinfected  of  any 
erotic  charge  while  a  Mapple¬ 
thorpe  exhibition  brews  a  row. 
Men.  women  and  children  are 
encouraged  to  gaze  on  rhe  likes  of 
Tintoretto'S  Susannah  Bathing  or 
Rubens's  Diana  and  her  Nymphs. 
Yet  in  the  first  painting  an  old  bald 
voyeur  is  spying  on  a  woman 
taking  a  bath  and  in  the  second,  a 
bunch  of  naked  beauties  (doing 
what?)  are  being  jumped  on  by  a 
gang  of  hairy  fauns.  Maybe  leching 
and  gang-rape  do  not  matter  H  they 
are  400  years  old.  painted  in  oils 
and  in  a  museum. 

We  could  conclude  that  either 
people  don’t  really  look  at  pictures 
once  those  pictures  are  canonised, 
or  that  we  go  on  looking  because 
the  subject  matter  ceases  to  be  of 
primary  importance.  We  look  past 
ii  into  the  abstract  relationships  of 
line  and  colour  and  form. 

I  think  both  positions  obtain, 
although  the  missionary  pusition  of 


lying  beneath  a  great  painting  with 
eyes  shut  is  commoner.  Edward 
Lucie-Smith  is  right  to  tease  us  over 
this,  to  make  us  look  again  at  the 
familiar  if  only  so  rhat  we  do  not 
censor  what  is  new. 

The  hook  has  12  chapters  3nd  it 
ripples  with  illustrations.  "Sex  in 
the  Head"  examines  society's 
changing  attitudes  to  the  erotic  and 
sets  up  a  powerful  argument 
against  ideas  of  fixity.  It  is  True  that 
human  beings  always  have  been 
fascinated  by  sex  bur  not  true  rhat 
the  same  fetishes/  taboos/  desires 
hold  good  from  generation  io 
generation-  There  are  plenty  of 
clips  from  the  East  here,  an  erotic 
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imagination  which  seems  very 
strange  in  the  ennrext  of  our  own 
tradition. 

"Naked  as  Adam"  and  "Naked 
as  Eve"  set  the  contemporary 
against  the  Classical,  while  “Boys 
will  be  Buys”  is  devoted  to  the 
homosexual  male.  The  homosexual 
male  does  seem  to  swell  v.u  the 
pages  uf  this  book  and  sometimes 
to  distract  the  author  from  his 
wider  concerns.  Never  mind.  An 
abundance  uf  male  genitals  only 
makes  the  book  more  fun  and  (lie 
element  of  play  is  part  of  its  charm. 
Ars  Erotica  calls  itself  a  history  hut 
it  is  more  a  subjective  personal 
collection  of  images  and  ideas.  Thai 
is  what  makes  it  stimulating.  And 
of  course  rhe  pictures. 

I  would  have  preferred  Jess 


emphasis  on  the  2urh  century  and 
more  information  about  the 
straightforward  pornography  — 
the  crude  and  the  rude  —  used  as  a 
means  to  unsettle  the  reader's  gaze 
here.  Edward  Lucie-Smith  does  not 
try  for  a  clear  distinction  between 
an  and  porn,  though  he  does  insist 
that  outside  uf  our  own  modern- 
day  society  it  was  possible  for  an 
image  to  be  erotically  charged  and 
still  cany  other  meanings  without 
the  erotic  content  swamping  every¬ 
thing.  He  is  quite  right  \\;-ii  u>ii  is 
the  tiresome  business  of  no  sex  or 
all  sex.  We  do  not  cope  well  with 
more  complex  patterns  One  reason 
why  lesbian  and  gu;.  .mage-mak¬ 
ing  is  so  threatening  is  rhis  com¬ 
plexity  of  meaning  inseparable 
from  its  clear  ercitii  content. 

“Women  in  Love"  is  a  disappoint¬ 
ing  chapter  because  Lucie-Smith 
uses  only  two  images  by  women. 
No  de  Lempicka.  no  Gluck,  no 
Laurencin,  although  these  women 
get  a  line  in  the  text.  In  a  hook  of 
over  2UU  illustrations  where  less 
than  half  a  dozen  are  by  women, 
these  absences,  and  those  of 
O'Keefe.  Cindy  Sherman,  even 
Vig£e  Le  Brim  md  her  lulf-clads 
seem  a  wa%te.  Lena  inly  there  are 
far  fewer  women  artists  and  very 
few  erotic  pictures  by  women  until 
the  20rh  cennirx  All  the  mure 
reasun  then  cspmjflv  with  this 
book's  contemporary  bias,  to  in¬ 
clude  their  worL 

Thai  said.  Lucie  Smith  hfas  wise¬ 
ly  refused  any  prohibition  against 
explicit  images  ol  ai-.-  female  body. 
He  does  not  approve  of  censorship. 
He  believes  that  censorship  always 
stuns  creativity  and  denies  the 
reality  of  human  desire  I  agree, 
providing  no  double  standard  oper¬ 
ates  and  providing  we  acvepi  that 
the  an /porn  debate  can  never  be 
resolved. 


An  uncompanionable  relationship 


Was  there  a  German- 
Jewish  symbiosis? 
If  so.  did  ft  survive 
the  Holocaust?  Or  was  the 
rhetoric  of  mutual  respect 
and  tolerance  which  Jews  so 
often  lauded  in  pre-Nazi 
Germany  in  reality  always  a 
snare,  the  ubiquity  of  Ger¬ 
man  anti-Semitism  obvious 
to  all  but  the  seffdehiding 
and  detested  Jewish  minority, 
the  whole  relationship  a  ma¬ 
cabre  one-sided  love  affair  in 
which  the  German  beloved 
rejected,  humfliaied  and  fi¬ 
nally  murdered  the  Jewish 
lover?  Though  the  vehemence 
with  which  these  questions 
are  answered  has  grown  in 
the  years  since  1945.  they 
remain  open*  Most  Germans 
would  answer  yes.  yes  and 
ntx  most  Jews  no.  no  and  yes. 
The  importunity  of  the  for¬ 
mer  and  the  bitterness  of  the 

latter  are  both  understand¬ 
able  —  but  history'  is  a.n 
implacable  judge.  So  who  is 
right?  . 

After  digesting  the  864 
pages  of  this  impressive  Yale 
Companion,  with  scores  of 
essays  by  dozens  of  scholars 
on  every  aspect  of  the  subject, 
I  oonfess  that  ,1  am  no  closer 
to  a  definitive  view.  But 
nobody  could  read  it  without 
a  powerful  sense  of  the  loss 
-which  mankind,  and  not 
merely  Germany,  sustained 
at  Auschwitz.  For  what  per¬ 
ished  there  were  not  just 


countless  Jewish  individuals, 
families,  communities:  it  was 
also  the  grave  of  a  -specific 
German -Jewish  intellectual 
tradition.  That  tradition  dates 
from  the  Enlightenment  and 
the  Jewish  Emancipation 
which  followed  it  Liberal- 
minded,  though  often  social¬ 
ist  or  conservative  in  politics; 
freethlnking.  though  often 
mystical  in  religion;  progres¬ 
sive,  though  often  romantic 
in  culture.  We  see  it  at  its  best 
in  die  urbane  yet  idealistic 
Jewish  salons  of  Berlin  which 
Mine  de  Stael  so  admired;  in 
the  acerbic  love-hate  satires 
bn  Germany  and  Austria  of 
Heinrich  Heine  and  Karl 
Kraus;  in  the  spiritual  inten¬ 
sity  of  Martin  Buber's  jour¬ 
nal,  Der  Jude,  and  Franz 
Rosenzweig’s  Free  Jewish 
School  at  Frankfort;  in  the 
poetic  visionaries  and  victims 
Else  Lasker-Schfller  and 
Gertrud  Kolmar. 

All  this,  and  much  more,  is 
richly  documented  in  the 
Companion.  No  consistent 
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editorial  view  is  imposed,  and 
eccentricities  —  quite  rightly 
—  abound.  Thus  one  contrib¬ 
utor  defends  the  grim  Stalin¬ 
ism  of  the  novelist  Anna 
Seghers.  Another  takes  the 
part  of  Hans-Joachim 
Schoeps,  the  Prussian-Jewish 
nationalist  whose  land  of 
“shock  troops”  had  almost 
everything  in  common  with 
the  Nazis  except  anri-Semi-. 
tism.  The  whole  phenomenon 
of  what  Theodor  Lessing 
called  “Jewish  self-hatred"  is 


somewhat  underplayed.  The 
essay  on  the  radical  polemi¬ 
cist  Ludwig  Borne,  for  in¬ 
stance.  does  scant  justice  to 
the  ferocity  of  his  critique  of 
Judaism,  which,  via  Bruno 
Bauer,  Karl  Marx  and  Eugen 
Duhring.  was  eventually  also 
taken  up  by  “left-wing"  Nazis 
such  as  Joseph  Goebbels. 
(The  bibliography  for  this 
piece  does  not  cite  a  seminal 
paper  by  Orlando  Figes.)  The 
novelist  Jakob  Wassermann 
is  likewise  exonerated  of  Jew¬ 
ish  seif-haired:  yet  the  weak¬ 
nesses  of  his  major  works, 
once  compared  with  Thomas 
Mann's  but  now  little  read, 
stem  from  this  insecure  sense 
of  his  own  identity. 

Nor  am  I  entirely  con¬ 
vinced  by  the  case  that  is 
implicitly  made  here  for  the 
continuity  of  Jewish  culture 
in  postwar  Germany.  As 
much  space  is  devoted  to  the 
last  half-century  as  to  The 
entire  19th  century.  Can  it  be 
right  ro  make  the  coda  as  long 
as  The  exposition? 


But  these  are  minor  cavils. 
The  virtues  of  the  Gilman 
and  Zipes  volume  are  mani¬ 
fest  and  manifold,  lifting  it 
well  above  the  common  ruck 
of  scholarly  “companions" 
with  which  academic  presses 
are  now  flooding  the  market. 
A  good  example  of  the  latter 
is  A  Companion  to  German 
Literature  by  Eda  Sagarra 
and  Peter  Skrine  (Blackwell. 
£601.  Nearly  twice  as  expen¬ 
sive  and  less  than  half  as  long 
as  the  Yale  Companion,  the 
Sagarra  and  Skrine  volume 
plods  along  well-worn  paths, 
padded  out  with  a  humdrum 
biographical  index  of  authors 
which  takes  up  a  third  of  the 
book.  Of  little  interest  to 
specialists,  this  Blackwell 
companion  does  not  even 
serve  undergraduates  well:  it 
is  not  a  book  to  dip  into.  The 
Yale  Companion  is  genuine¬ 
ly  companionable:  eclectic, 
erudite,  sometimes  rebarha- 
tive  but  more  often  fun.  Not 
unlike  so  many  of  the  marvel¬ 
lous  fives  it  commemorates. 
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“In  My  Lifetime”:  Times  reviewers, 
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oh  the  books  that  changed  them 


THE  TIMES  BOOKSHOP 


SAVE  ON  BOOKS 
FOR  CHRISTMAS 

The  more  you  buy  the  more  you  save 

Orders  over  £25  receive  a  10%  discount 
Orders  over  £50  receive  a  12-5%  discount 
Orders  over  £75  receive  a  15%  discount 

Delivery  is  free  to  any.  UK  address  and  orders  over  £25 
arc  seat  on  Interlink  overnight  carrier  service 

•Meed  ideas  for  great  Ctvistinas  book  gifts?  Our  staff  are  ready  to  help 
•  Ask  about  our  gffl  wrapping  sendee  •  FREE  UK  pip  •  Defcvery  in  7-10 
days,  subject  to  avaflafaifity#  Staff  avadabte  10am4pmSal &Sun.8arv6pm 
kfonFri#  To  guarantee  Chnstmas  detvery,  please  order  by  December  10 


AT  LOCAL  RATE 


Call +44  990 1 34  459  from  overseas  and  the  Republic  of  Ireland, 
tax  +44 1326  374  888.  email;  bookshop@the4tmes.co.uk 


Or  post  coupon  to:  News  Books,  FREEPOST.  PC  Bo*  345.  Falmouth.  TRi  i  2BR  « 
!  Please  sei Kt  me  these  books  (order  additional  tales  on  a  separate  sheetj:  \ 


ogr_ 

Title/ Author  [ 

Tata  Price 

i  Surname - 

|  Aadiess . . 

i 


.  tonal 


.Title _ 


—  Postcode . . . .  far _ 


NEW  AUTHORS 

PUBLISH  YOUR  WORK 
ALL  SUBJECTS  CONSIDERED 
Foe*.  NcrrfeUon.  Brnaphy, 
Hatpious.  Potsiy.  Chu&n  % 
AUTHORS  W0RUWEE IWITED 
IWTT  OR  SEND  TOLP  LU.ULSCRP7  TO 

MINERVA  PRESS 

ZOUJPOinQII  RW0.  IOOONSW73DO 


j  1  .-retose  cheque/POtsl  payable  to  NEWS  BOOKS  lor  a  total  yi  i 
i  Ptaasewntsyour  name  and  address  on  the  oach  of  afl  cheques 
{  Debit  my  Masteitard/Vsa/AmEx.  Switch  or  Delta  account  no: 


n 


rr  j 


i  Print  Name _ 

t  Signature  . . 


—  Expiry  Date 


— - - - - ,  Date  _ _ 

j  For  Repuplc  of  fretand  and  overseas  a  dersadn  20%  to  t«3l  book  cost  Ddkrery  is 
l  try  aim^^fcuitpa,  surtax  toiBSlrtwortd  (Airmail  outwfe  Europe  add  35°o.) 
j  The  suggested  retail  pneerfa  book  can  btsutyict  to  change  by  the  publisher 
i  wrthotd  PTOr  notice.  Tick  box  if  you  prefer  noJ  ro  raceme  detflife  of  other  offers  Q 
t - - - : - - - 1 


(  rCtl/Ill 


42  TRAVEL  «. 


Bargains  of  the  festive  season:  fifteen  days  in  Orlando,  a  luxury  ski  week  in 
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Zermatt  and  a  tower  in  Wales  * 
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UA  selection  of  last-mi nuie 
holidays  and  travel  opportit- 
niiies  at  home,  on  the  Conti¬ 
nent  and  further  afield,  many 
at  bargain  price*. 


BRITAIN 


A  TOW  ER  in  Caernarvon 
overlooking  me  Menai  Srraits 
and  a  Nurthumberland  hume 
thatched  in  heather  are 
among  historic  properties 
available*  for  Christmas  "eek 
from  the  Landmark  Trust, 
from  Efit  10  and  sleeping  four. 
Details:  nit.28  825925. 

■  BAIL!  I  rsCOURT.  a  hotel 
on  the  Last  passes  coast  which 
resembles  a  medieval  monas¬ 
tery  but  .vas  built  early  this 
century  is  offering  a  Christ¬ 
mas  hmise-party  atmosphere 
from  L499  for  a  three-night 
stay.  Details:  01903  72351 1. 

■  SCOTTISH  wildlife,  the 
animal  and  bird  variety,  will 
be  on  view  during  a  week's 


tour  with  Naturerrek.  starting 
from  Aviemore  or  Inverness 
on  December  20.  Stay  in  the 
Spey  Valley  and  Caithness 
before  spending  Christmas  in 
Orkney.  The  tour  costs  E695 
with  hotel  accommodation 
and  meals.  Details:  01962 
733051. 

■  CHRISTMAS  in  Edin¬ 
burgh  may  prove  more  civi¬ 
lised  than  Hogmanay  and  is 
on  offer  from  GoldenraD  for 
£275  including  two  nights' 
half-board  at  a  four-star  hotel 
with  meals  and  entertain¬ 
ment  Details:  0161-238  5206. 

■  DEVON  for  Christmas  is 
on  offer  from  Superbreak, 
with  a  four-night 
from  December  23  at 
Durram  House  Hotel  over¬ 
looking  the  River  Torridge  at 
Bideford  costing  £330.  The 
offer  includes  hill  board  and 
entertainment  Details:  0161- 
238  5257. 

■  WELCOME  in  the  new 
year  with  the  Animals,  or  at 
least  suriviving  members  of 
the  band,  who  will  be  playing 
at  Le  Meridien  Piccadilly’s 
gala  dinner  dance  in  London 
on  December  31.  Seven 
courses,  the  party  and  a  night 
in  the  hotel  will  cost  £225 
Details:  0171-734  8000. 


K'Af-sa 
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CHRISTMAS  on  the  slopes  is 
still  possible  with  Ski  Esprit — 
with  special  deals  for  children. 
A  week  from  December  21  in  a 
chalet  with  meals  provided,  in 
a  choice  of  French  Alpine 
resorts  will  cost  adults  £440 
including  flights,  with  one 
child  under  18  going  free  and 
other  children  paying  half- 
price.  Details:  01252  616789. 

■  A  FESTIVE  week's  skiing 
in  Italy  for  £149,  based  on  four 
sharing  self-catering  accom¬ 
modation.  is  possible  on  a 
Thomson  Ski  holiday  avail¬ 
able  from  Lunn  Foly.  Fly  from 
Gatwick  on  December  21  and 
stay  at  Cervinia.  Details  from 
Lunn  Foly  Holiday  Shops. 

■  THE  COTE  D’AZUR  is 
seldom  associated  with  holi¬ 
day  bargains  but  Eurovillages 
is  offering  a  week  from  De¬ 
cember  20  at  a  holiday  village 
at  Cap  Esterel  from  £315  for 
five,  including  forty  crossings 
for  car  and  passengers  and 
studio  accommodation.  De¬ 
tails:  01606734400. 

■  BAZAARS  and  the  Blue 
Mosque  will  provide  a  differ¬ 
ent  festive  holiday  in  Istanbul 
with  Accommodation  Over¬ 


seas.  Fly  from  Heathrow  be¬ 
tween  December  22  and  24  for 
three  nights  B&B  at  die  Hotel 
Hippodrome  for  £339.  Details: 
0181-977  2984. 

■  A  GOLFER’S  dream  Christ¬ 
mas  is  available  at  R>rt- 
mamock  Hotel  and  Golf 
Links  near  Dublin.  The  25th 
starts  with  a  greeting  from 
Santa  Claus,  followed  by  18 
holes  and  Christmas  dinner, 
and  forms  pan  of  a  three-day 
break  with  all  meals  and 
activities  for  £230.  Travel  ex¬ 
tra.  Details:  00  3531  846  0611. 

■  SORRENTO,  for  Christmas 
is  on  offer  from  the  Amalfi 
Coast  resort’s'  Grand  Hotel 
Excelsior  Vitoria  —  with  an 
extra  night  free.  Between  De¬ 
cember  19  and  2S,  six  nights 
will  cost  E36Q.  and  from 
December  24  to  27.  three 
nights  will  cost  £240.  Most 
meals  included.  Details:  0800 
969  765  1677  5358. 

■  THOSE  who  need  pamper¬ 
ing  after  the  festivities  are  over 
can  join  a  luxury  ski  week  in 
Zermatt  with  the  Ski  Club  of 
Great  Britain  from  January  3. 
The  holiday  includes  half¬ 
board  at  the  four-star  Hotel 
Sonne  with  full  use  of  its  spa 
and  guided  skiing  for  £750. 
Details:  0181-4102000. 


Harbouring  thoughts  of  a  hot  Christmas?  Visit  Sydney 


ENJOY  a  “barbie"  in  Sydney 
on  Christinas  Day  and  new 
year  on  die  Great  Barrier  Reef 
on  a  17-day  trip  with  Solo’s 
Holidays.  The  tour  begins 
with  a  flight  from  Gatwick  to . 
Sydney  on  December  23  and 

continues  at  a  resort  in  Cairns. 

At  £1.995  a  person,  it  is  not 
cheap  but  does  indude  Bob, 
festive  meals  and  sightseeing. 
Details:  0181-951  2800. 

■TORONTO  for  £225  return 
could  make  a  _  Canadian 
Christmas  a  bargain  deal  this 
year.  Travetpack  is  offering 
the  tow  fares  for  flights  from 
Gatwick  on  December  17  and 
24,  returning  on  January  5 
and  t.  Details:  0990  747100. 

■  BELLY  DANCERS  and  ba¬ 
zaars  will  abound  during  a 
Moroccan  Christmas  avail¬ 
able  from  Co-op  Travelcare. 
The  week’s  Panorama  self- 
catering  holiday,  starting  with 
a  flight  from  Gatwick  on 
December  19,  costs  £377.  De¬ 
tails:  0541  500388. 

■  MICKEY  MOUSE,  the 
Kennedy  Space  Centre  and 
white  sand  beaches  will  all  be 
available  over  the  holiday 
season  with  a  Unijet  fly-drive 


holiday,  starting  with  a  flight 
from  Manchester  to  Driando 
on  Christmas  Eve.  The  ISday 
trip  costs  £399  a  P®*®; 
vehicle  insurance  extra  De¬ 
tails:  0990  336336. 

■  STAY  in-one  place  in  Flori¬ 
da,  and  a  fbrtmgfrfs  accom¬ 
modation  with  Style  Holidays 
will  cost  £429  a  person  with 
children  haJf-price  and  car 
lure  included.  Flights  avail¬ 
able  from  Gatwick  and 
Manchester  on  December  18. 
Details:  0181-568 1999. 

■  TAKE  OFF  on  Christmas 
Day  and  you  can  get  a  return 
flight  to  San  Francisco  or  Los 
Angeles  from  Heathrow  for 
£243  plus  tax  if  you  are  a 
student  or  under  26.  The  offer 
from  Campus  Travel  is  avail¬ 
able  for  flights  up  to  Man*  31 
and.  the  ticket  is  valid  for  a 
month.  Details:  0171-730  2101. 


See  The  Times  on 
Saturday  for 
more  flight  . 
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TOE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  II 1997 

Court  of  Appeal 


Law  Report  December  11 1997 


Fresh  guidance  on  youth  custody  provisions 

Regina  v  A.  M.  and  _ ..o’  ,  . . 


LAW  43 
Court  of  Appeal 


*■ M  «•— 

W™1  of  ComhilL 
if™  ,Clu£f  Jus*«ce.  Mr  Justice 
^jglas  Brown  and  Mr  Jusi£ 

pudgmera  Decembers} 

SlOtS-  iq86  on  the 

mter-rdanon  between  youth  cus- 

w^pnmswns  in  the  Criminal 
^stra  Act  19S2  and  section  53(2}  of 

K  Y°ong  Persons 

Act  1933 las  they  then  stood  would 

*  J™?**  m  The  “tf*  Of  the 

S™^Sgr'^ewhich 

In  particular.  in  balancing  the 

^  .keePiog  young 

offenders  out  of  long  terms  of 
custody  against  the  necessity  of 
imposing  substantial  sentences  for 
senous  offences  to  reflea  the 
appropriate  punishment  and 
detcj  i cuts,  a  sentencer  should 
think  long  and  hard  before  order¬ 
ing  detention  in  excess  of  the  34- 
roomh  maximum  provided  by  the 
1982  AcL 

Where,  however,  the  sentencer 
was  satisfied  that  a  longer,  al¬ 
though  not  substantially  longer 
sentence  was  required,  he  should 
impose  whatever  period  he  consid¬ 
ered  appropriate  under  the  1933 
ACL 

Section  IB  or  the  1982  Act,  as  it 
currently  stood,  incorporated 
amendments  made  by  section  123 
of  the  Criminal  Justice  Ad  1988. 
section  63  of  the  Criminal  Justice 
Aa  1991  and  section  17  of  the 
Criminal  Justice  and  Public  Order 
Aa  1994. 

Section  53(2}  and  (3)  of  the  1933 
Act,  as  it  currently  stood,  incor¬ 
porated  amendments  marfp  by 
section  2  of  the  Criminal  Justice 
Act  1961,  section  126  of  the  1988  Act 
section  M  of  the  1991  Act  section  67 
of  the  Criminal  Justice  Aa  1903. 
section  16  of  the  1994  Aa  and 
section  44  of  the  Crime  (Sentences] 
Act  1997. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held 
when  determining  appeals  against 
sentence  by  A.  M..  R.  JC  CL. 
B.  M..  D.  Ml  G.  H..  D.  H.  -and 
L  W..  ah 'aged  from  14  to  17. 

Mrs  Edna  Leonard,  Mr  Mark" 
Savin.  Miss  Jennet  Trehame.  Mr 
David  Cadin,  Mr  Stephen  Clay¬ 
ton.  Miss  J panne  Kidd.  Mr  Paul 
Spencer  and  Mr  Peter  Murphy,  all 
assigned  by  the  Registrar  of  Crim¬ 
inal  Appeals,  respectively,  for  the 
offenders;  Mr  David  Perry  for  the 
Crown. 

THE  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE, 
giving  the  judgment  of  the  court 
set  out  section  IB  of>  the  Criminal 
Justice  Aa  1982  which  provided  for 
a  maximum  t£rm  of  detention  of  24 
months  which  might  be  imposed 


on  offenders  aged  15. 16  and  17  in  a 
young  offender  institution,  and 
Section  53{2)  and.  (3}  of  the-Children 
a™  Young  Persons  Aa  1933. 
whereby  an  offender  aged  between 
10  and  17  who  had  beat  convicted 
on  indictment  of  certain  specified 
offences  might  be  detained  for  a 
maximum  term  which  (fid  not 
exPe®d  that  for  which  an  adult 
might  be  imprisoned. 

He  said  that  the  effect  of  the 
numerous  amendments  of  each 
section  enacted  over  the  years  in 
relation  to  offenders  aged  14. 15. 16 
or  17  on  date  of  conviction,  had 
been  fo  assimilate  in  several  im¬ 
portant  respects  custodial  sen¬ 
tences  imposed  under  the  two 
sections. 

It  particular,  both  were  subject 
to  the  important  restrictions  and 
provisions  set  our  in  sections  I  and 
2  of  the  Criminal  Justice  Aa  1991 
and  both  were  subject  to  the  same 
provisions  governing  release  and 
credit  for  time  spent  in  pre- 
sertence  custody. 

However  there  remained  im¬ 
portant  differences  between  the 
two  sections: 

!  Detention  under  section  IB  could 
be  imposed  on  offenders  aged  15. 
16  or  17  but  not  on  those  aged  14, 
for  any  unprocurable  offence: 
whereas  detention  under  section 
53(2}  and  (3}  was  available  for  those 
aged  14  to  17.  and  younger,  but 
on]y  on  conviction  of  specified, 
offences. 

2  Detention  under  section  IB  was 
subject  to  a  24-monlh  maximum 
and  a  two-month  minimum 
whereas  that  under  section  £3(2) 
and  (3}  was  subject  to  no  maximum 
or  minimum. 

3  Detention  under  .  section  IB 
would  be  served  in  a  young 
offender  institution;  under  section 
53(2)  and  (3)  the  offender  would  be 
detained  in  such  place  and  subject 

.  to  such  conditions  as  The  Home 
Secretary  might  direct  or  arrange. 

4  Detention  under  section  IB 
might  be  ordered  by  The.  crown 
court  where  an  offender  of  l5,16  or 
17- “had  Been' convicted  by  mag-- 
istrales  for  an  offence  punishable 
era  indictment  for  a  tom  exceeding 
six  months  and  the  magistrates 
had  committed  him  for  sentence 
under  section  37  of  the  Mag¬ 
istrates’  Courts  Aa  1900:  whereas 
detention  under  section  53(2]  and 
(3)  might  only  be  ordered  where 
the  offender  had  been  convicted  in 
lhe  crown  court  on  indictment.  It 
was  therefore  important  that  mag¬ 
istrates  should  commit  to  die 
crown  court  and  not  themselves  try 
offences  which  might  merit  an 
order  under  section  53(2)  and  (3). 

In  R  v  Fairhurst  01986]  1  WLR 
1374);  a  notable  guideline  decision, 
the  Court  of  Appeal  had  consid¬ 


ered  the  inter-relation  between  the 
youth  custody  provisions  in  the 
1982  Act.  Then  providing  a  maxi¬ 
mum  sentence  of  12  months,  and 
section  53(2]  of  the  1933  Aa  as  jr 
then  stood. 

Its  guidance  had  been  adapted 
since  to  changing  conditions:  see  R 
v  Wqinjur^mt\  !CrAppR(S)  43). 
The  court  now  reconsidered  the 
guidance  in  the  light  of  the 
changed  sentencing  regime  which 
currently  prevailed. 

:  ■  The  court  unreservedly  en- 

dorted  the  Statement  in  Fairhurst 
(at  ppl376  lo  1377)  that  a  balance 
was  to  be  struck  between  the 
•  objectives  of  keeping  young  offend¬ 
ers  out  of  long  terras  of  custody  or 
the  one  hand  and,  on  the  other,  the 
need  to  impose  sufficiently 
substantial  sentences  on  those  who 
committed  serious  crimes  to  pro¬ 
vide  both  appropriate  punishment 
and  deterrence  and  to  protea  the 
public. 

The  24-month  maximum  was 
:  intended  to  ensure  that  lengthy 
periods  of  detention  were  not 
imposed  where  it  could  be  avoided; 
any  sentenoer  had  to  think  long 
and  hard  before  passing  a  sentence 
which  exceeded  that  limit. 

But  the  co-existence  of  the  pow¬ 
ers  contained  in  section  53(2)  and 
PI  recognised  the  unwelcome  but 
undoubted  tact  that  some  crimes 
committed  by  offenders  of  the  age 
group  merited  sentences  of  detart- 
.  Don  in  excess  of  24  months. 

The  court  reviewed  the  propo¬ 
sitions  laid  down  in  Fairhurst  (at 
pI377)  and  agreed  with  those  there 
set  out  as  propositions  fl)  and  (2). 

By  proposition  (3)  the  court  in 
Fairhurst  had  stated  that  where 
(he  offence  plainly  called  for  a 
greater  sentence  than  the  12-momh 
limit,  then  themaxiimim  under  the 
1982  Act,  and  was  sufficiently 
serious  to  call  for  a  sentence  of  two 
years  or  more  had  the  offender 
been  17  or  over,  then  it  would  be 
proper  to  sentence  to  a  similar 
term  under  the  1933.ACL  - 

II  further  slated  fhai  if  the 
offence  would  merit  a  sentence  of 
less  than  two  years  but  more  than 
12  months  for  an  offender  of  17  or 
over  then  the  sentence  should 
normally  be  one  of  youth  custody 
and  hot  detention  under  section 
53(2);  and  that  it  could  not  be  said 
that  the  difference  between  a 
sentence  of.  say,  2]  months  and  one 
of  12  months  youth  custody  was  so 
great  that  the  12-month  term  could 
be  regarded  as  inappropriate. 

Inthe  court's  judgment,  that  rule 
should  no  longer  be  followed.  Its 
effect  had  been  to  create  a  sentenc¬ 
ing  no-man’s  land  til  the  case  of 
offenders  for  whom  youth  custody 
was  available,  between  the  maxi¬ 


mum,  then  12  months,  and  a  term 
of  24  months  under  section  53(2). 

The  raising  of  the  maximum 
term  to  24  months  had  led  to  the 
adaption  of  a  similar  rule;  see 
Wairtfur. 

The  existence  of  a  no-man's  land 
necessarily  meant  that  a  sentenc¬ 
ing  court  was  del  erred  from  pass¬ 
ing  a  sentence  within  that  area 
even  when  such  a  sentence  was 

what  it  concluded  was  the  right 
sentence. 

The  court  should  ran  exceed  the 
24-momh  limit  without  much  care- 
lu]  thought:  but  if  ft  concluded  that 
a  longer,  even  if  not  much  longer, 
senience  was  called  for.  then  it 
should  impose  whatever  it  consid¬ 
ered  the  appropriate  period  of 
detention  under  section  £3(2)  and 

13). 

If  on  a  plea  of  guilty  loan  offence 
falling  within  section  53(2}  and  (3) 
the  court  imposed  a  sentence  of  24 
months  detention  in  a  young 
offender  institution  it  was  not  to  be 
inferred  that  the  court  had  failed  to 
give  credit  for  a  guilty  plea:  bur  for 
the  plea,  the  sentence  might  prop¬ 
erty  have  been  longer. 

It  was  desirable  that  when 
sentencers  imposed  such  a  sen¬ 
tence  in  those  dreomstanoes.  that 
w?s  expressly  stated. 

The  court  agreed  with  propo¬ 
sitions  (4}  and  (5}  set  out  in 
Fairhurst  (at  p! 3781- 
In  that  case  the  court  had  also 
referred  to  the  problem  arising 
where  two  offences  had  been 
committed  by  a  15  or  Ifryear  old, 
one  of  which  carried  a  maximum 
sentence  of  14  years  and  lira  other 
carried  a  lower  maximum. 

The  court  had  there  considered 
that  h  was  not  proper  to  pass  a 
sentence  under  section  53(2)  in 
respect  of  the  first  offence,  which 
would  not  otherwise  merit  it,  in 
order  to  compensate  for  the  grossly 
inadequate  12-month  youth  cus¬ 
tody  maximum  then  available  for 
the  other  offence;  but  that  where  it 
could  truly  be  said  that  the 
offender's  conduct  giving  rise  to 
(he  second  offence  was  part  and 
parcel  of  the  events  giving  rise  to 
the  first,  such  a  sentence  might 
property  be  passed. 

His  Lordship  said  that  that 
problem  had  now  been  mitigated 
by  sections  l  and  2  of  the  Criminal 
Justice  Aa  1991  which  entitled  the 
court  to  take  account  of  the 
seriousness  non  only  of  the  offence 
in  .question  but  also  of  the 
combination  of  drat  offence  and  of 
one  or  more  offences  associated 
with  it,  as  defined  by  section  31(2) 
of  the  1991  Act. 

The  court  could  now  when 
considering  the  seriousness  of  an 
offence  foiling  within  section  53(2) 
and  (3)  lake  account  of  an  asso¬ 


ciated  offence  even  if  it  were  not 
part  and  pared  of  the  main  offence 
and  did  not  fall  within  section  53(2) 
and  (3). 

Haring  referred  to  the  problem, 
stated  in  Fairhurst  (at  pl378).  in 
resped  of  passing  consecutive  or 
concurrent  sentences  under  the 
rwu  sections,  hh  Lordship  said  that 
there  was  now  no  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  sections  in  relation  to 
release  and  to  pre-sentence  rime 
spent  in  custody. 

That  meant  rhat  if  one  or  more 
'offences  fell  within  and  merited 
detention  under  section  53(2)  and 
(3)  and  other  offences  did  not  fall 
within  that  section  but  did  merir  an 
order  for  detention  in  a  young 
offender  institution,  die  sentencing 
court  might  properly  and  with  out 
causing  administrative  difficulty 
sentence  the  offender  lo  a  term  in  a 
young  offender  institution  consec¬ 
utively  to  a  term  ordered  under 
section  53{2)  and  (3),  unless  that 
order  was  of  indefinite  duration. 

Consecutive  sentences  should 
not  however  be  imposed  in  that 
way  on  offenders  aged  15:  such 
offenders  might  be  detained  in 
secure  accommodation  and  diffi¬ 
culties  could  result  if  a  consecutive 
sentence  in  a  young  offender 
institution  were  passed. 

It  was  generally  undesirable  to 
impose  terms  concurrently  under 
both  sections.  Where  some  of  the 
offences  fell  within  section  53(2) 
and  (3)  and  others  were  associated 
but  did  not  fall  within  that  section 
it  would  usually  be  preferable  to 
impose  a  term  under  section  53(2] 
and  (3)  which  took  account  of  those 
other  associated  offences. 

In  such  a  case  the  practice 
recommended  in  Fairhurst  of 
imposing  no  separate  penalty  for 
the  lesser  offence  should  be 
adopted.  If  the  court  were  minded 
to  impose  concurrent  terms  under 
the  two  sections  it  should  before 
doing  so  make  sure  that  no 
administrative  difficulty  would  re¬ 
sult,  particularly  in  the  case  of  a  15- 
yearidd. 

The  court  reminded  sentencers 
of  the  need  to  make  it  clear 
whether  a  sentence  being  imposed 
was  one  of  detention  in  a  young 
offender  institution  or  one  under 
section  53®  and  (3):  if  more  than 
two  years  in  a  young  offender 
institution  was  imposed  the  excess 
was  remitted. 

Magistrates  were  also  reminded 
of  the  need  lo  commit  for  trial  on 
indictment  any  case  which  might 
merit  detention  under  section  53(2) 
and  (3). 

The  court  then  reviewed  and 
determined  the  appeals  in  the 
individual  cases. 

Solicitors'.  Crown  Prosecution 
Service,  Headquarters. 


Denial  of  natural  justice 
over  bridleway  change 


Regina  v  Secretary  of  Stale 
for  the  Environment  Ex  par¬ 
te  Slot 

Before  Lord  Justice  Hirst,  Lord 
Justice  Swmion  Thomas  and  Sir 
Brian  Neil] 

{Judgment  November  27J 
A  property  owner  who  had  applied 
for  die  diversion  of  a  bridleway  on 
her  land  was  denied  natural  justice 
when  a  planning  inspector  and  the 
local  authority  refused  to  let  her 
make  independent  representations 
when  the  diversion  was  challenged 
by  an  objector,  and  refused  to  give 
her  a  copy  of  the  objectors  letter. 

On  the  facts,  the  property  owner 
was  a  person  by  whom  a 
representation  or  objection  had 
been  made,  and  as  such  was 
entitled  to  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard  by  the  inspector. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held 
allowing  an  appeal  by  Mrs  Anne 
Slot  against  the  dismissal  by  Mr 
Justice  Hidden  on  July  16,  1996  of 
her  application  for  an  order  of 
certiorari  to  quash  a  planning 
inspector's  decision  dated  August 
9, 1995  not  to  confirm  a  bridleway 
diversion  under  section  119  of  the 
Highways  Aa  1980. 

Schedule  6  of  the  1980  Aa 
provides  that  in  the  making  of  a 
bridleway  diversion  order  “(2)  If 
any  representation  or  objection 
duly  made  is  not  withdrawn  the 
secretary  of  state  shad,  before 
confirming  or  making  the  order,  as 
the  case  may  be.  if  the  objection  is 
made  by  a  focal  authority  cause  a 
local  inquiry  to  be  held  and  in  any 
other  case  either  ...  (a|  cause  a 
focal  inquiry  to  be  held,  or  (b) 
afford  to  any  person  by  whom  any 
representation  or  objection  has 
ban  duly  made  and  not  with¬ 
drawn  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard  by  a  person  appointed  by 
him  for  the  purpose.” 

Mr  Meyric  Lewis  for  Mrs  Slot; 
Mr  Timothy  Comer  for  the  sec¬ 
retary  of  state. 

LORD  JUSTICE  SWJNTON 
THOMAS  said  Mrs  Slot  owned 
Rydings  Farm.  Ockham,  near 


Guildford  in  Surrey.  A  bridleway 
ran  dose  to  the  farm  buildings. 
She  had  applied  to  the  munty 
council  fur  a  diversion  order  in 
1958  and  had  agreed  to  pay  the 
council's  costs  of  advertising  the 
order  and  diverting  the  bridleway. 

Tiie  cuund!  had  resolved  to 
promote  the  diversion  and  notice 
of  the  proposed  Bridleway  No  29 
(fan)  Ockham  Public  ffath  Di¬ 
version  Order  1991  had  been  given 
in  April  1991.  in  May  1994  an 
objector  had  come  forward,  who 
agreed  with  the  council's  rights  of 
way  officer  that  the  matter  should 
be  dealt  with  by  wrinen 
representations. 

Mrs  Slot  had  written  to  the 
council  asking  whether  she  should 
sent  her  written  representations  to 
the  council  nr  to  the  Department  of 
the  Environment. 

The  council  had  replied  that  the 
written  procedure  involved  only 
the  planning  inspectorate,  tiie 
objector  to  the  order  and  the 
raunvil  a.s  highway  authority.  A 
.wcond  letter  from  the  council 
informed  her  that  anv  particular 
points  she  wished  to  make  should 
be  sent  for  inclusion  in  the  coun¬ 
cil's  submissions. 

In  his  Lordship's  view  those 
letters  were  misleading.  While  it 
was  true  that  the  owner  of  the  land 
who  wished  tile  divers  km  order  to 
be  made  was  not  a  party  to  the 
proceedings,  the  question  was 
whether  she  was  a  person  entitled 
to  be  heard. 

In  June  lUOS,  Mrs  Slot  had  asked 
the  department  fur  copies  of  the 
inspector's  decision  and  of  the 
objector's  letter.  The  department 
had  replied  makingclearthai  in  its 
opinion.  Mrs  Slot  had  nn  right  <o 
make  any  representations.  The 
inspector  decided  in  August  loos 
not  (cj  confirm  the  order. 

Mrs  Slot  had  not  been  given  an 
opportunity  to  make  representa¬ 
tions  to  the  inspector,  although  she 
wrote  to  him  asking  to  he  allowed 
to  do  so  and  she  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  case  against  the  diversion 
made  by  the  objector. 

Mr  Lewis  had  submiued  that 


Mrs  Slot  was  a  parry  lo  lhe  written 
representation  procedure  and 
accordingly  entitled  id  make 
representations  and  la  receive 
copies  of  relevant  documents.  He 
also  submined  that  in  failing  to 
provide  her  with  an  opportunity  to 
be  heard  or  to  make  representa¬ 
tions  there  was  a  breach  of  natural 
justice. 

In  his  Lordship's  judgment  the 
word  “  representation"  had  id  be 
read  in  con  junction  with  the  word 
“objection".  In  the  context  of  the 
relevant  legislation  the  representa¬ 
tion  must  relate  lu  an  issue  which 
had  arisen  as  to  confirmation  of 
the  order 

if  a  person  made  a  representa¬ 
tion  in  the  context  of  an  opposed 
order,  even  if  that  representation 
was  in  support  of  tin:  order,  that 
person  had  to  he  given  the 
opportunity  lo  be  heard  cither  at 
the  local  inquiry  or  by  an  inspeaor 
appointed  for  the  purpose. 

On  natural  justice  there  was 
only  one  conclusion  in  the  light  of 
lhe  authorities.  Mrs  .Slot  was  the 
proprietor  of  the  properly  ti  t  rough 
which  the  bridleway  ran.  As  such 
she  had  a  greater  interest  in  the 
outcome  of  the  application  than 
anyone  else.  She  was  the  applicant 
for  lhe  diversion  order  and  had 
been  required  to  pay  some  uf  the 
ensu  of  making  the  original  order. 

If  one  posed  the  question  as  to 
whether  the  public  in  general  or 
Mrs  Slot  would  lake  the  view  that 
justice  had  not  been  seen  to  ix- 
done  if  she  was  denied  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  answering  the  objections  to 
the  malting  of  the  order.  lhe 
ans-wer  must  be  a  resounding 
“No".  There  must  also  be  a  risk 
that  her  case  was  prejudiced. 

The  appeal  would  be  allowed, 
the  inspector's  decision  would  be 
quashed  and  the  application  for 
confirmation  of  the  diversion  order 
re-deiermined. 

Lord  Justice  Hirst  agreed  and 
Sir  Brian  Neill  dissented  in  pan 
but  concurred  in  the  result. 

Solid  tors:  Davies  Blunder)  & 
Evans.  Famborough:  Treasury 
Solicitor. 


Harassment  Act  misused 


over  protesters 


Vehicle  and  trailer  combined  weight  test  was  wrong 


National  Trailer  and  Towing 
Association  Ltd  v  Director  of 
Public  Prosecutions 
Before  Lord  Justice  Pill  and  Mr 
Justice  Garland 
(Judgment  November  U( ' 

Justices  erred  in  concluding  tint  a 
vehicle  drawing  a  trailer  was  a 
goods  vehicle  within  the  meaning 
of  section  95(2Hb)fi)  of  the  Trans- 
pon  Aa  1968 an  the  basis  that  their 
combined  weight  exceeded  3.500 
kilograms. 

The  Queen's  Bench  Divisional 
Court  so  held  in  allowing  an 
appeal  brought  by  way  of  case 
slated  by  the  National  Trailer  and 
Towing  Association  Ltd.  as  a  party 
aggrieved  by  the  conviction  by 
Andover  Justices  on  February  M. 
1997  of  Bernard  Peter  Cowley  and 
Lindsays  Ltd  of  using  a  vehicle 
when  there  was.  no  recording 

equipment  installed  contrary  ® 
section  97(l](a)(i)  of  the  Transport 
ACT  1968. 


•  Section  95  of  ■  the  1968  Aa 
provides:  “(2J  This  Part  of  this  Aa 
applies  to  ...  (b)  ...  (i)  any 
motor  vehicle  so  constructed  that  a 
trailer  may  by  partial  super- 
imposition  be  attaehed-ntr'the" 
vehicle  in  such  a’ilioapuer  as  to 
cause  a  substantial 'pah  of  the 
■■  weight  of  the  trailer  to  be  borne  by 
the  vehicle.” 

Section  97.  as  substituted  by 
regulation  2(1]  of  die  Passenger 
and  Goods  Vehicles  (Recording 
Equipment]  Regulations  (SI  1979 
No  1746)  and  the  Passenger  and 
Goods -Vehicles  (Recording  Equip¬ 
ment)  (Amendment)  Regulations 
(SI  1984  No  144)  provides:  “(1)  No 
person  shall  use  ...  a  vehicle  to 
which  this  section  applies  —  (a) 
unless  -there  is  in  the  vehicle 
recording  equipment  which  0  has 
been  installed  in  accordance  with., 
the  Community  recording  equip¬ 
ment  regulation." 

Mr  David  Lamming  for  the 
appellant  Mr  Jonathan  Fuller  for 


the  prosecution. 

MR  JUSTICE  GARLAND  said 
that  the  appellant  was  a  party 
interested  in  the  informations  pre¬ 
ferred  by  the  prosecution  and  had 
applied  to  the  justices  %  ;state  a 
case  pursuant  to  section  HI  of  the 
Magistrates'  Courts  Aa  198a 
-  The:  justices  found  that  Mr 
Cowley  was  driving  a  Daihatsu 
vehicle  weighing  2350kg  towing  a 
trailer  weighing  2.600kg  carrying 
'  a  Hyundai  car.  He  was  driving  die. 
Daihatsu  for  commercial  purposes 
in  that  he  was  delivering  the 
Hyundai  for  Lindsays  lid  of 
South  bourne. 

The  Daihatsu  and  die  trailer 
belonged  to  Mr  Cowley  who  was 
engaged  as  a  sdf-emp Joyed  con¬ 
tractor  to  transport  die  Hyundai. 
The  trailer  was  connected  fcy  a  ball 
type  fining  to  a  tow  bar  on  the 
Daihatsu.  The  Daihatsu  was  not 
hoed  with  a  tachograph. 

The  justices  were  of  the  opinion 


Breaches  must  be  specified 


Alliance  Paper  Group  pic  v 
Prestwich 

It  was  wrong  for  a  judge  lo  enter 
judgment  for  damages  for  breach 
of  contract  to  be  assessed  without 
making  specific  findings  as  id 
what  breaches  had  or  had  not 
occurred. 

The  Gam  of  Appeal  (Lotd 
Justice  Habhouse.  Lard  Justice  Pill 
and  Lord  Justice  Mummetyj  so 
slated  on  November  4.  dismissing 
an  appeal  by  John  Anthony  Rus¬ 
sell  Presrwich  against  the  order  of 
Judge  Levy,  QG  sitting  as  a  deputy  . 


High  Court  judge  at  Southwark  on 
May  13.  1996  that  the  plaintiffs 
were  entitled,  on  an  assessment^ 
damages  for  breach  of  contract,  to 
pursue  a  daim  for  damages  for 
breach  of  restrictive  employment 
covenants  not  limited  to  findings  of 
breach  previously  found  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  grant  of  a  final 
injunction  to  restrain  breaches  of- 
covenant  by  the  defendant. 

LORD  JUSTICE  HOBHOUSE 
said  that  having  granted  the  final 
injunction,  the  judge  had  entered 
judgment  for  -the  plaintiffs  for 


damages  for  breach  of  contract  to 
be  assessed  Such  an  order  amid 
be  used  in  both  Queen's  Bench  and 
Chancery  Divisions  under  Order 
37  of  the  Rules  of  the  Supreme 
Court 

But  it  was  essential  that  judges 
entering  such  a  judgment  should 
make  specific  findings  as  to  what 
breaches  had  occurred  otherwise 
the  judge  assessing  damages 
would  not  know  what  he  was 
dealing  with.  Such  orders  should 
not  be  made  when  it  was  inappro¬ 
priate  to  do  so. 


that  the  Daihatsu  was  a  goods 
vehicle  within  the  meaning  of 
section  950(b)[i)  of  the  1968  Aa 
and  should  have  been  fitted  until 
the  appropriate  recording  equip¬ 
ment;.  -jlbey  ..contacted-  both 
defendants. 

The  prosecution  had  nor  called 
any  evidence  concerning  the 
weight  of  the  trader  superimposed 
or  transferred  to  the  Daihatsu. 

Evidence  for  the  defendants  was 
that  a  “fifth  wheel"  was  required 
before  a  trailer  could  be  partially 
superimposed  so  as  to  cause  a 
substantial  part  of  the  weight  of 
the  trailer  to  be  borne  by  the 
vehicle.  However,  the  justices  did 
not  state  that  as  a  finding  of  faa 
but  merely  recorded  it  as  a 
summary  erf  the  argument. 

The  question  was  whether  the 
justices  were  correct  to  conclude 
that  the  Daihatsu  when  drawing  a 
trader  was  a  goods  vehicle  within 
the  meaning  of  section  95(2)fb)(i)  of 
the  1968  Aa  where  their  combined 
weight  exceeded  3J«00kg  and 
therefore  required  a  tachograph  by 
virtue  of  article  3  of  the  Com¬ 
munity  '  recording  equipment 
regulation  (EEC/3821  /85)  (OJ  1985 
L370/S). 

It  was  now  conceded  by  the 
prosecution  that  that  question  had 
to  be  answered  in  the  negative.  The 
justices  had  made  no  findings  of 
faa  and  merely  redted  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  both  sides. 

The  prosecution  had  endeav¬ 
oured  to  argue  that  the  attachment 
of  the  trailer  to  the  Daihatsu 
turned  the  Daihaisu  into  a  vehicle 
adapted  to  carry  goods  within  the 
meaning  of  section  95{2)(bHiiJ.  In 
his  Lordship's  judgment  that  was 
an  untenable  argument. 


There  was  an  absence  of  find¬ 
ings  of  faa  on  which  to  found  the 
justices'  decision  and  no  finding  as 
to  whether  or  not  the  vehicle  was 
constructed  or  adapted  for  the 
ramagrafj^xxls. 

It  was  incumbent  on  prosecuting 
authorities  to  ensure  that  they 
addressed  their  minds  to  the 
oorrea  sections  of  Acts  and  correct 
regulations  and  if  necessary  called 
expert  or  other  evidence.' In  the 
present  case,  there  was  no  evidence 
as  to  the  transfer  of  weight 

At  paragraph  5  or  the  case  stated 
the  justices  stated  that  they  were 
given  advice  by  their  legal  adviser 
that  the  issue  hinged  on  whether  or 
not  die  Daihaisu  could  be  re¬ 
garded  as  a  goods  vehide  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Transport  Aa 
1968.  However,  they  went  on  to  say 
that  they  were  referred  to  Com¬ 
munity  Regulations  EEC/3821  /S5 
and  EEC/ 3820/85(01 1985  L370/11. 

It  was  a  possible  inference  that 
the  justices  had  confused  the  EC 
Regulations  with  the  Act  and  drew 
on  definitions  from  the  regulations 
rather  than  concentrating  or  the 
definition  of  a  goods  vehide  in 
section  95(2)(bHi). 

So  for  as  Lindsays  were  con¬ 
cerned  the  prosecution  conceded 
that  their  conviction  could  not 
stand  either.  They  had  been 
charged,  on  amendment,  with 
using  the  vehide  which,  given  the 
finding  that  Mr  Cowley  was  an 
independent  contractor,  could  nut 
stand. 

Lord  Justice  Pill  delivered  a 
concurring  judgment. 

Solicitors:  Barker  Gotelee.  Ips¬ 
wich:  Crown  Prosecution  Service. 
Basingstoke. 


Huntingdon  Life  Sciences 
Ltd  v  Curtin  and  Others 
Before  Mr  Justice  Eady 
pudgmenr  November  28| 

The  Protection  from  Harassment 
Act  1997  was  not  intended  to  be 
used  to  restrict  those  who  were 
exercising  their  right  to  protest 
about  a  matter  of  public  interest. 

Mr  Justice  Eady  so  stated  in  the 
Queen's  Bench  Division  when 
allowing  an  application  by  the 
third  defendants,  the  British 
Union’  for  Ifie  Abolition  of  Vivi¬ 
section,  io  vaiy  an  injunaion. 
granted  by  Lord  Justice 
Schism  arm  sitting  in  the  Court  of 
Appeal  cm  October  15.  1997 
restraining  the  third  defendants 
among  others  from  harassing  the 
plaintiffs,  by  removing  the  third 
defendanu^name  from  it. 

Mr  Peter  Roth.  QC  and  Miss 


Jessica  Simor  for  the  defendants: 
Mr  Timothy  Lawson-Cruitenden. 
solicitor,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

MR  JUSTICE  EADY  said  that 
the  plaintiffs,  a  company  which 
undertook  research  on  animals, 
had  been  granted  an  ex  pane 
injunction  against  the  defendants, 
among  others,  restraining  them 
from  any  course  of  conduct 
amounting  to  harassment 

The  pjaintiffs  had  complained  of 
a  sustained  and  menacing  anti- 
vivisection  campaign  directed  at 
itself  and  its  employees;  which 
included  many  breaches  of  section 
!  of  the  IW  Act- 

In  the  light  of  evidence  adduced 
by  the  defendants  for  the  first  time 
at  the  inter  partes  hearing,  the 
plaintiffs'  allegations  could  not  be 
sustained  and  the  defendants' 
application  would  be  granted. 


His  Lordship  went  on  to  say  dial 
the  legislators  of  the  Aa  would  no 
doubt  be  surprised  to  see  how 
widely  its  terms  were  perceived  to 
extend  by  some  people. 

The  1997  Aa  was  dearly  not 
intended  by  Parliament  to  be  used 
to  damp  down  on  the  discussion  of 
matters  of  public  interest  nr  upon 
the  rights  of  political  protest  and 
public  demonstration  which  was 
so  much  a  part  of  our  democratic 
tradition. 

His  Lordship  had  link*  doubt 
that  the  courts  would  resist  any 
wide  interpretation  of  the  Aa  as 
and  when  the  occasion  arose. 

It  was  unfortunate  that  the 
terms  in  which  the  provisions  of 
the  ACT  were  couched  were  seen  to 
sanction  any  such  restrictions. 

Solicitors:  Mr  John  Cooper, 
Southwark:  Lawson-Crunenden  & 
Co. 


Time  to  reconsider  animal  law 


European  Law  Report 


Isted  v  Crown  Prosecution 
Service 

Before  Lord  Justice  Brooke  and  Mr 
Justice  Gage 
IJudgmem  October  I6j 
It  was  desirable  for  the  Law 
Commission  to  consider  the 
relationship  between  two  offences 
which  could  be  charged  for  injur¬ 
ing  an  animal  so  that  the  law  on 
animate  property  could  be  ex¬ 
pressed  in  dear,  intelligible  mod¬ 
ern  language. 

The  Queen's  Bench  Divisional 
Court  dismissed  an  appeal  by 
Mark  Francis  Isted  by  case  stated 
against  his  conviction  by  Chich¬ 
ester  Justices  on  February  17.  1907 
of  an  offence  or  cruelty  to  an 
animal  contrary  to  section  1(1)  of 
the  Protection  of  Animals  Act  1911. 

Mr  Simon  Medland  for  the 
defendant;  Mr  James  Turner  for 
die  prosecution. 

LORD  JUSTICE  BROOKE  said 


Luxembourg 


that  the  case,  in  which  the  defen¬ 
dant  had  shot  and  injured  a 
neighbour  s  dog  which  had  been 
worrying  his  livestock,  had  high¬ 
lighted  an  anomaly  in  the  law. 

The  problem  was  thai  section  1(1) 
of  the  1911  Act.  under  which  the 
defendant  had  been  convicted  of 
cruelty  was  framed  in  antique 
language  using  words  like  “wan¬ 
tonly  or  unreasonably"  which  was 
bound  lo  give  trouble  to  those 
concerned  with  the  administration 
of  the  law. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Criminal 
Damage  Act  1971.  under  which  the 
defendant  could  also  have  been 
changed,  was  framed  in  modem, 
intelligible  language,  and  had.  in 
section  5  a  concept  of  “lawful 
excuse"  which  was  more  generous 
to  the  defendant  than  the  toil  Acl 

in  his  Lordship’s  judgment,  it 


would  be  desirable  for  the  Law 
Commission  to  consider,  when  its 
resources  permitted,  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  two  Acts. 

Even  if  the  policy  of  the  law 
relating  to  damaged  animals  was 
different  from  that  relating  to 
inanimate  property,  it  was  surely 
high  rime  that  the  policy  was 
expressed  in  dear,  intelligible 
modern  language. 

Mr  Justice  Gage  agreed. 

Solicitors:  Fletcher  &  Co.  Aider- 
shot:  Crown  Prosecution  Service. 
Chichester. 

Correction 

in  Posiermabile  pic  v  Brent 
London  Borough  Council  [The 
Times  December  S]  the  solicitors 
for  the  council  were  Trivedy  & 
Virdi.  Harrow. 


French  Republic  condemned  over  farmers’  blockades 
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dgment  the  European 
srice  held- 

mission  stated  that  tor 


more  than  a  decade  ir  had  regu¬ 
larly  received  complaints  about  the 
passivity  of  the  French  authorities 
mthe  face  of  violent  acts  by  private 
individuals,  and  protest  move¬ 
ments  of  French  farmere.  directed 
against  agricultural  products  from 
other  member  states.  - 

Those  acts  consisted,  inter  alia, 
in  die  interception  of  lorries 
transporting  such  produas  in 
"France  and  the  destruction  of  their 
toads,  violence  against  tony  driv¬ 
ers,  threats  against  French  super¬ 
markets  selling  agricultural 
products  originating  in  other 
member  states,  and  the  damaging 
of -those  goods  when  displayed  in 
shops  in  Ftancse. 

In  particular,  as  from  1993 
certain  groupings  of  French  farm¬ 
ers.  including  an  organisation 
known  as  "Coordination  Rural  e." 
had  undertaken  a  systematic  cam¬ 
paign  to  restrict  lhe  supply  of 
agriculural  products. .  from  other 

member  states. 

The  Commission  had  raised  the 
matter  on  several  occasions  wfth 
the  -French  Government,  which 
replied,  inter  aha.  that  it  had 
always  strongly  condemned  acts  of 
vandalism  by  French  farmers.  The 
Commission:  evaitually  brought 
the  present  action- for  a  declaration 
in  August  1995.  •  - 

The  free  movement  of  goods  w-as 

One  of  the  fundamental  principles 
(if  the  Treaty,  and  article '30  was 
intended  to  efeninaie  all  barriers, 
Whether  diretr  or  indurct,  actual 
of  potential,  to  Bows  of  imports  in 
irttr^Community  trade.  That  arti¬ 


cle  required  member  states  not 
merely  themselves  u  abstain  from 
adopting  measures  or  engaging  in 
oondua  liable  to  constitute  an 
obstacle  to  trade,  but  also,  when 
read  with  article  5,  to  take  all 
necessary  and1  appropriate  mea¬ 
sures^  to  ensure  that  that  fun¬ 
damental  freedom  was  respected 
on  their  territory. 

The  facts  giving  rise  to  the  action 
were  not  m  dispute,  and  the  acts 
complained  of  unquestionably  cre¬ 
ated  obstacles  to  intra-Community 
trade.  The  question  was  whether 
the  French  Government  had 
adopted  adequate  and  appropriate 
measures. 

Since  its  first  formal  letter  to  the 
French  Republic  in  May  1985,  the 
Commission  had  communicated 
with  the  Firench  Government  on 
numerous  occasions:  the  French 
authorities  had  therefore  had  am¬ 
ple  time  to  adopt  measures  lo 
ensure  compliance  with  their 
obligations  under  Community 
law. 

Nevertheless,  serious  incidents 
of  violence  and  vandalism  had 
continued  to  take  place  regularly. 
It  was  not  denied  that  what  such 
incidents  occurred  the  French 
police  were  eilfaer  not  present, 
despite  having  been  wanted  of  the 
imminence  of  demonstrations  by 
farmers  in  certain  cases,  or  did  not 
Intervene,  even  when  they  far 
outnumbered  the  perpetrators  of 
thedistuiixtiKes..  . 

Further,  ir  was  undisputed  that  a 
number  of  acts  of  vandalism  were 
filmed  by  television  cameras,  that 


the  demonstrators'  faces  were  of¬ 
ten  not  covered,  and  that  the 
groups  of  formers  responsible  for 
the  violent  demonstrations  were 
known  to  the  police. 

Despite  that,  only  a  very  small 
number  of  participants  in  serious 
breaches  of  public  order  had  been 
prosecuted:  with  respect  to  numer¬ 
ous  acts  of  vandalism  committed 
between  April  and  August  1993, 
the  French  authorities  had  been 
able  to  cite  only  a  single  case  of 
criminal  prosecution. 

The  Court  therefore  could  not 
but  find  that  the. French  Gown- 
meat  had  manifestly  not  taken 
.adequate  measures  to  ensure  free¬ 
dom  of  trade  by  preventing  and 
effectively  dissuading  the  perpetra¬ 
tors  of  the  offences  from  commit¬ 
ting  and  repeating  them. 

That  finding  was  all  the  more 
compelling  in  that  the  damage  and 
threats  not  only  affected  lhe  im¬ 
portation  into' or  transit  in  France 
of  the  products  directly  affected, 
but  also  were  such  as  to  create  a 
climate  of  insecurity  which  had  a 
deterrent  effect  an  trade  flows  as  a 
whole. 

The  finding  was  nor  affected  by 
the  argument  that  the  situation  of 
French  farmers  was  so  difficult 
that  there  were  reasonable 
grounds  for  fearing  that  mare 
determined  action  might  provoke 
violent  reactions  which  would  lead 
to  still  more  serious  breaches  of 
public  order  or  even  to  social 
conflict. 

Apprehension  of  Interna)  diffi¬ 
culties  could  not  justify  a  failure  by 


a  member  state  to  apply  Com¬ 
munity  law  correctly,  and  it  was 
for  member  states  to  guarantee  the 
full  scope  and  effect  of  that  law,  io 
ensure  its  proper  implementation 
in  the  interests  of  all  economic 
operators,  unless  the  state  could 
show  that  action  by  it  would  have 
consequences  for  public  order  with 
which  it  could  not  cope. 

The  French  Government  had 
adduced  no  concrete  evidence 
proving  the  existence  of  a  danger  to 
public  order  with  which  it  could 
not  cope.  Moreover,  although  it 
was  not  impossible  that  the  threat 
of  serious  disruption  to  public 
order  might,  in  appropriate  cases, 
justify  non-intervention  by  lhe 
police,  that  argument  could  ,  only 
be  put  forward  with  res  pea  to  a 
specific  incident,  and  not.  as  in  the 
present  case,  in  a  general  way 

covering  all  the  incidents  cited. 

Further  arguments  which  could 
nor  be  aa^pted  were  thai  the 
French  Republic  had  assumed 
responsibility  for  kiss  caused  to 
victims,  as  the  provision  of  such 
compensation  did  not  mean  that 
the  member  state  had  fulfilled  its 
obligations;  that  there  were  diffi¬ 
culties  in  the  French  fruit  and 
vegetable  market  after  the  acces¬ 
sion  of  Spain,  as  economic 
grounds  could  never  justify  bar¬ 
riers  prohibited  by  article  30;  and 
that  destabilisation  of  the  French 
fruit  and  vegetable  market  had 
been  brought  about  by  unfair 
practices  or  infringentenu  of  Com¬ 
munity  law  tty  Spanish  producers, 
as  a  member  state  could  not 


unilaterally  adopt  protective  mea¬ 
sures  to  obviate  a  breach  by 
another  stare  of  rules  or  Com¬ 
munity  law:  Case  C-5/94  R  v 
Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Fisheries 
and  Food.  Ex  parte  Hedlty  Lamas 
(Ireland)  Ltd  [The  Times  June  6, 
1996:  |1997|  QB  139:  (I996[  ECR  I- 
2553,  paragraph  20). 

In  the  sphere  of  the  common 
agricultural  policy,  it  was  for  the 
Community  alone  to  adopt,  if 
necessary,  measures  required  to 
deal  with  difficulties  which  some 
economic  operators  might  be 
experiencing,  in  particular  follow¬ 
ing  a  new  accession. 

For  those  reasons,  it  was  to  be 
concluded  that  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  had  manifestly  and  persis¬ 
tently  abstained  from  adopting 

appropriate  and  adequate  mea¬ 
sures  to  put  an  end  to  the  acts  of 

vandalism  which  jeopardised  the 
free  movement  an  its  territory  of 
certain  agricultural  produas 
originating  in  other  member  states 
and  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such 
acts. 

On  those  grounds,  the  Conn  of  •. 
Justice  declared  that  by  failing  to  1 
adopt  all  necessary  and  propor¬ 
tionate  measures  in  order  lo  pro- 
vent  the  free  movement  of  fruit  and 
vegetables  from  being  obstructed 
by  actions  by  private  individuals, 
the  French  Repuhlic  had  failed  to 
fulfil  its  obligations  under  article 
30  of  lhe  EC  Treaty,  in  conjunction 
with  article  5  of  ihat  Treaty,  and 
under  the  aimmon  organisations 
of  the  markets  in  agricultural 
produas. 
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Bag  carriers  take  their  final  turn  in  the  literary 


THERE  have  been  enough  books 
by  and  about  caddies  recently  to 
fill  a  golf  bag  -  and  not  one  of 
those  pencil-thin  versions  either, 
but  a  proper  tournament  bag.  The 
offerings  this  year  are  surely  the 
last,  because  it  is  hard  to  imagine 
that  they  could  be  bettered  or  that 
there  can  be  anything  more  mat 
has  not  been  said  already. 

Lawrence  Donegal’s  Four-iron 
In  The  Soul  has  been  reviewed  in 
these  pages,  so  it  is  sufficient  to  say 
it  is  one  of  the  best  books  ever. 
Fizzing  along  with  the  force  of 
a  perfectly  struck  one-iron,  it 
deserves  to  be  considered  as  the 
sports  book  of  the  year,  not  merely 


as  the  outstanding  golf  book  of  the 
year. 

Norman  Dabeli  has  a  justifiable 
reputation  as  a  writer  and  broad¬ 
caster  with  a  secondary  reputation 
for  his  ability  to  land  himself  in 
scrapes.  He  seems  to  be  making  a 
hid  to  comer  the  market  in  bodes 
to  do  with  caddies.  His  latest  is 
about  caddies  and  the  Ryder  Dip. 
as  his  previous  was  about  caddies 
and  the  Open  Championship. 

Writing  in  the  first  person  is 
often  thought  to  be  the  easiest  form 
of  writing.  You  just  tape  record 
what  the  person  says  and  tran¬ 
scribe  iL  In  fact  it  is  as  difficult  a 
craft  as  any  other  form  of  writing 


and  should  be  approached  as 
such:  that  is,  with  extreme  care 
and  a  great  deal  of  work.  Well 
thought  out  and  good  as  this  book 
is,  it  could  have  been  better  with  a 
little  more  of  everything  —  more 
research,  more  time  spent  on  the 
writing  and  more  editing.  But  thar 
could  be  said  about  most  books. 

Another  genre  that  threatens  to 
overrun  golf  enthusiasts  is  the 
book  about  a  golfing  journey, 
either  spiritual  or  factual.  Michael 
Murphy  started  it  with  his  won¬ 
derful  Golf  in  the  Kingdom  20 
years  ago.  Michael  Bamberger's 
account  of  travelling  and  caddying 
on  the  European  Tour  a  few  years 


by  John  Hopkins 


ago  .was  even  subtitled  A  Golfing 
Oddity. 

James  Dodson's  idea  was  to  take 
a  trip  with  his  father  through 
England  and  Prance,  where 
Dodson  Sr  discovered  golf  as  an 
airman  in  the  Second  World  War. 
This  is  an  evocative,  moving  bode 
about  a  father  and  son  rdation- 
ship  that  could  have  been  mawk¬ 
ish  and  continually  hit  the  wrong 
note:  skilfully,  this  writer  never 


seems  to.  The  golf  is  incidental, 
merely  the  vehide  for  telling  a 
story  about  a  wonderful,  relation¬ 
ship. 

Years  ago.  Keith  Madtie  edited 
the  best  golf  magazine  before 
.drifting  into  the  mainstream  of 
golf  journalism.  Since  then,  he  has 
produced  a  number  of  good  books. 
His  latest.  Open  Championship 
Golf  Courses  of  Britain ,  is  typical¬ 
ly  authoritative,  thorough  and 
well  illustrated. 

Many  of  today’s  players  will  not 
be  aware  of  how  good  some 
members  of  the  Oxford  and  Cam¬ 
bridge  Golfing  Society  have  been 
down  the  years,  in  their  lovingly 


created  bode  to  mark  the  society/s 
centenary,  Peter  Bathurst  and 
John  Behrend  have  done  a  great 
service  in  preserving  the  memories 
of  a  unique  society  and  its  mem¬ 
bers.  Anyone  who  understands 
amateur  golf  will  understand  why 
this  book  is  wonderful  reading. 

The  Complete'  Book  of  Golf 
-  which  is  a  lavish,  coffee-table 
book,  with  a  fascinating  chapter 
.about  caddies,  suffers  from  foe 
portentous  opening  words  of  its 
blurb.  Here,  and  indeed  on  its  title 
page,  the  book  is  described  as  "an 
unrivalled  collection "of writing 
and  photography  on  the  world's 
fastest  growing  sprat".  No  book 


can  live  up  to'such  overblown 
..  nonsense,  no*  even  this  one. 

O  Four-iron  In  The  SouL  by  Lawrence 
.  Donegan  {Viking.  £15.99)- 
QHowWe  Won  VH^IerCup^I^ 
CaddieS"  Stories,  fay  Nrauan  Dabefl 
(Mainstream  Publishing,  £15.99). 

□  The  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Golfing 

-  Safety  -  100  Yean  cfSenoas  Ahl. 
edited  fay  Peter  Bathurst  and  John 
Behrend  (Grant  Books,  Cumall  Creep. 
Kidderminster,  Worcestershire}.  . 

Q  Open  Championship  Golf  Cranes 
of  Gnat  Britain,  fay  keith  Mactae 
(Aurum  Press.  £25):  \ 

d  Final  Rounds,  fay  James  Dodson 
(Century,  £12.99). 

D  The  Complete  Book  cf  Golf  (Andre 
Deutsch,  E25). 


Life  and 
legend 
of  the  best 


ever 

EVERY  decade  throws 
up  a  “best  ever"  cyclist 
but  in  the  past  hundred 
years,  few  have  deserved 
the  public's  accolade  of 
campionissimo  —  cham¬ 
pion  of  champions  — 
more  than  Fausto  Coppi, 
of  Italy. 

The  translation  this 
year  from  the  French  of 
Jean-Pa  ill  OUivier’s  book 
chronicles  Coppi 's  suc¬ 
cesses  (world  road  and 
track  champion  and  vic¬ 
tories  in  foe  Tour  de 
France  and  Giro  d'ltalia) 
the  broken  bones,  bro¬ 
ken  marriage  and,  final¬ 
ly,  his  death. 

Coppi 's  career  span¬ 
ned  the  21  years  from 
1938  to  195%  he  won  138 
races  on  the  road  and  84 
of  the  95  individual  track 
pursuits  he  contested. 
Yet  his  hallmark  was  not 
the  winning,  but  the 
manner  in  which  he 
won.  He  was  the  master 
of  the  solo  breakaway, 

awn 

by  Peter  Bryan 

never  hesitating  to  at¬ 
tack.  even  though  it 
could  mean  100  kilo¬ 
metres  of  lone  riding  to 
the  finish. 

Just  as  Coppi's  rivalry 
with  Gino  Bartali  split 
Italian  sports  followers 
so,  later,  did  his  private 
life.  Married  and  a 
father,  he  became  in¬ 
volved  with  Giula  Loca¬ 
ted.  otherwise  known  as 
the  “woman  in  white", 
the  wife  of  a  doctor  and 
mother  of  two,  whose 
original  distant  fan  wor¬ 
ship  of  the  champion 
developed  into  romance. 
Italy  was  shocked  when 
the  scandal  was  revealed 
—  it  was  the  1950s,  re¬ 
member. 

Coppi  died  on  Januapr 
2  I960  from  malaria 
after  a  series  of  exhibi¬ 
tion  races  in  the  African 
republic  of  Burkina 
Faso.  The  book  omits  to 
mention  the  Italian's 
races  in  London.  Dublin 
and  the  Isle  of  Man  and 
leaves  untold  whether 
Faustino,  his  son  by 
LocateDi.  followed  in  his 
father's  wheelmarks. 

□  Fausti  Coppi:  The  True 
Story  by  Jeah-Paul  OUivier 
(Sporr  &  Publicity  for  Bran- 
ley  Books,  £15. 99). 


Times  writers  cast  their  eyes  over  the  best  sporting  books  of  the  year 

Scruffy  scribe’s  smart  move  into  print 


by  Nick  Szczepanik 

THESE  days,  bookshop 
shelves  groan  under  the 
weight  of  “football  writing"  — 
a  far  cry  from  the  days  when 
the  market  only  consisted  of  a 
few  ghosted  players'  autobiog¬ 
raphies.  That  said,  the  pro’s 
story  remains  a  staple,  and 
1997  has  seen  one  or  two 
memorable  additions  to  the 
canon. 

Tales  From  The  Boot 
Camps,  by  Steve  Claridge  and 
Ian  Ridley,  tells  the  engaging 
tale  of  the  man  described  as 
tile  scruffiest  player  in  Britain. 
As  far  from  the  preening,  part- 
time  male  model  as  it  is 
possible  to  get,  Claridge.  a 
gambling  addict,  carries  a  bag 
of  old  boots  around,  from 
which  he  selects  two  —  not 
necessarily  a  pair — to  play  in. 
But  in  true  rags  to  riches 
tradition,  his  career,  spent 
mostly  with  lower-division 
dubs,  has  blossomed  at 
Leicester  City,  in  whose  an¬ 
nals  he  has  a  permanent 
place:  his  goals  won  the  dub 
its  coveted  FA  Carling  Pre¬ 
miership  place  and  the  1997 
Coca-Cola  Cup.  Ridley  nar¬ 
rates.  Claridge  remembers. 

Brian  McClair’s  Odd  Man 
Out  is  somewhat  the  reverse: 
a  wry  diary  of  life  at 
Manchester  United  from  the 
point  of  view  of  a  man  who  no 
longer  commands  a  first-team 
place,  while  his  more  glamor¬ 
ous  team-mates  capture  every 
trophy  in  sight  McClair.  who 
regards  his  decision  to  remain 
at  Old  Trafford  as  “a  token  of 
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First-class  Claridge:  the  Leicester  forward  hits  the  big  time  with  the  winning  goal  in  the  1997  Coca-Cola  Cup  final  replay 


my  ambition  and  not  the  sign 
of  a  lack  of  it.”  calls  himself 
“atypical":  any  player  who 
uses  such  a  word  and  writes 
on  his  own  laptop  certainly 
deserves  the  description. 

The  player’s  diary,  of 
course,  has  become  a  sub- 
genre  of  its  own  since  Gairry 
Nelson's  Left  Foot  Forward. 
The  follow-up  is  an  even  more 


downbeat  tale  of  Nelson’s  first 
(and,  so  far.  only)  season  as  a 
coach,  at  Torquay  United. 
Eariy-season  optimism  gives 
way  to  disillusionment  as  the 
reality  of  working  with  limited 
resources  —  human  as  well  as 
financial  —  sets  in.  As  much  a 
consideration  of  the  state  of 
football  in  the  late  Nineties  as 
of  any  one  dub.  Left  Foot  In 


The  Grave?  marks  an  interest¬ 
ing  progression  from  his  first 
outing  in  print 
Now  that  he  of  the  vertical 
collar  has  retired,  we  may  get 
a  rest  from  the  endless  succes¬ 
sion  of  •  Eric  Cantona 
hagiographies.  Many  will  pre¬ 
fer  to  remember  him  as  the 
subject  of  The  Meaning  of 
Cantona,  a  hilariously  surreal 


deconstruction  of  the  legend, 
and  the-  only  book  in  this 
selection  to  contain  the  im¬ 
mortal  line:  “Irony  is  killing 
footbalL"  Subtitled  Medita¬ 
tions  onUfe,Artand  Perfectly 
Weighted  Balls,  it  is  worthy  erf 
the  man's  own  Eurostar  com¬ 
mercials.  c  v'  '%A 
If  you  are  keen  to  follow  Eric 
down  the  tunnel,  European 


Football  —  A  Fan?  Hand¬ 
book,  from  The  Rough  Guide 
series,  is  an  invaluable  hand¬ 
book  containing  information 
on  who  to  watm,  how  to  get 
there  and  get  in.  and  whereto 
eat,  drink  and  sleep  before  and 
after  the  match.  Oh  yes,  and 
•  where  to  get  hold  of  the 
-  Vauxhall  Conference  results 
■'  the  next  day. 

.  Finally,  anyone  who  feels 
that  too  much  has  already 
been  written*  about  a  game 
whose  spectacle  usually 
speaks  for  itself  could  do 
worse  titan  ask  Santa  for 
More  Than  Ninety  Minutes, 
Stewart  Wart  sombre  blade 
and  white  elegy  for  Brighton 
.  and  Hove  Albion,  with  words 
by  Paul  Hajyymrd;  in  a  limited 
edition  of  5,625  (one  for  every 
penny  paid  fay  Bill  Archer,  the 
chairman,  for  control  of  foe 
dub)  or  Visions,  of  Football , 
which  describes  itself  as  a 
celebration  of  the  world’s  fin¬ 
est  football  photography.  . 

□  Tales  FromThe  Boot  Camps,  by 
Steve  Claridge  with  fan  Ridley 
(GoQancz.  £16.99:  Vista,  paper¬ 
back.  £5.99  •). 

□  Odd  Man  Out.  by  Brian 
McClair  (Andre  Dented],  EH.99). 
Ubft  Foot  In  The  Craw?,  fay 
Garry  Nelson  (Collins.  Willow, 

.  £14.99). 

□  The  Meaning  Of  Cantona  Jjy 
Terence  Blacker  and  William 
Donaldson  (Mainstream.  £9.99). 

□  European  Football  —  A  Fans' 
Handbook,  by  Fetojon  Cresswefl 
and  Simon  Evans  (The  Rough 
Guides.  £14.99). 

□  More  Than  Ninety  Minutes,  fay 
Stewart  Weir  and  Paul  Hayward 
(More  Than  Ninety  Minutes, 

■  E21.95).  .• 

□  Visions  Of  FootbalL  edited  by 
AUsport  (Andre  Daitsch.E14.99). 

*  Updated  ■  to  indude  Coca-Cola 
Cup  victory. 


McCoy’s  tales  of  truancy  reveal  secret  of  dass  act 


THE  idea  that  any  sportsman  can 
achieve  enough  by  the  age  of  23  to 
warrant  an  autobiography  might 
seem  a  shade  preposterous.  Add  the 
fact  that  the  sport  concerned  in¬ 
volves  the  macho  world  of  National 
Hunt  racing  and  ft  is  surely  incredu¬ 
lous.  Well,  not  quite. 

Tony  McCoy's  impact  has  been 
nothing  short  of  phenomenal.  In  his 
first  full  season,  1995-96.  he  became 
the  youngest  champion  jockey  since 
1962  He  retained  the  title  last 
season,  during  which  he  won  the 
Champion  Hurdle  and  Gold  Cup  at 
Cheltenham,  and  this  term  he  is 
already  60  winners  ahead  of  his 
nearest  rival,  having  smashed  Peter 
Scudamore’S  record  for  the  fastest 
100  wins  in  a  season. 

The  remarkable  success  story 
needed  explaining  and  McCoy,  in 
cooperation  with  Claude  Duval,  the 
racing  correspondent  of  The  Sun, 


has  produced  a  revealing  and 
enjoyable  account  called,  inevitably. 
The  Real  McCoy  —  My  Life  So  Far. 

Well-researched  and  presented, 
the  book  will  be  meat  and  drink  to 
most  punters  and  racegoers.  How¬ 
ever,  there  is  also  a  lesson  for  any 
budding  sports  star  that  parents  will 
dread.  McCoy’S  passion  for  ponies 
and  horses  meant  that  he  was 
regularly  skipping  school  at  11  so 
that  he  could  go  and  help  out  in  a 
local  yard.  In  his  case,  it  paid  off 
handsomely,  but  for  every  McCoy 
there  are  a  thousand  star-struck 
youngsters  heading  for  a  cul-de-sac 
rather  than  the  winner’s  enclosure. 

The  enclosure  which  every  owner, 
trainer  and  jockey  dreams  of  enter¬ 
ing  is  at  Epsom  on  Derby  Day.  The 
Derby  Stakes  1780-1997 is  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  tome  dedicated  to  the  horses 
that  have  made  it  there  since  the 
race  was  first  won  by  Diomed. 


by  Richard  Evans 


It  took  Michael  Church  four 
years  to  complete  this  labour  of  love, 
but  the  end  product  is  the  finest 
reference  work  produced  an  foe 
most  famous  Flat  race  in  the  world. 
Sold  rally  as  a  numbered  edition  of 
1314,  which  represents  six  dedica¬ 
tions  to  each  of  the  218  Derby 
winners,  ft  contains  a  short  essay  on 
every  Derby,  foe  full  result,  a  five- 
generation  pedigree  of  foe  winner 
plus  a  host  of  other  detail  and  300 
illustrations.  Expensive,  but  price¬ 
less  —  and  a  must  for  dedicated 
followers  of  the  Turf. 

The  Racing  Man’s  Bedside  Book 
fulfils  an  entirely  different  role,  but 
is  no  less  enjoyable.  It  is  a  compila¬ 


tion  of  some  of  the  best  writing 
about  horses,  owners,  tralners.jock- 
eys  and  the  great  racing  festivals. 
The  deeds  of  racing’s  heroes  —  and 
colourful  characters  —  sit  neatly 
side  by  side  and  range  in  style  from 
those  of  Dick  Francis  and  Jeffrey 
Bernard  to  Rudyard  Kipling  and  the 
incomparable  Hugh  McQranney. 

Julian  Bedford  has  also  included 
a  characteristically  perceptive  essay 
from  Racehorses  of  I960,  the  TIme- 
form  annual.  The  Trmeform  organ¬ 
isation  has  done  more  than  most  to 
cover  the  great  deeds  and  defining 
moments  in  British  raring  via  its 
annuals.  Now.  it  has  drawn  on  foe 
best  material  over  the  past  half- 
century  to  produce  Favourite  Race¬ 
horses.  The  368  pages  and  350 
photographs  not  only  offer  remark¬ 
ably  good  value  but  also  give 
readers  a  memorable  reminder  of 
equine  heroes  such  as  Tudor  Min¬ 


strel,  Sea  Bird  II,  Ribot.  Brigadier 
Gerard  and,  more  recently,  Shergar 
and  Dancing  Brave,  as  well  as 
Arkle.  Desert  Orchid  and  Red  Rum. 

Apart  from  generating  a  surfeit  of 
words,  raring  is  often  responsible 
for  beautiful  and  moving  photo¬ 
graphs.  Trevor  Jones  ana  George 
Sdwyn  have  joined  forces  to  pro¬ 
duce  The  Spirit  of  Racing.  This 
photographic  portrait  of  the  horse- 
raring  world  deserves  a  place  on 
most  coffee  tables. 

□  The  Real  McCoy  —  My  Life  So  Far 
(Hodder  &  Stoughton,  £16.99). 

□  The  Derby  Stakes  1790-1997.  by  Mich¬ 
ael  Church  (Raring  Fast  Publications, 
E7Z|. 

QTfce  Racing  Man’s  Bedside  Book, 
compiled  by  Julian  Bedford  (Cob  Books. 
E18.95). 

□  Favourite  Racehorses ,  by  Timeform 
(Ponway  Press  Ltd,  E30). 

□  The  Spirit  of  Racing  (Kensington  West 
Productions.  £16.99). 


Offiah’s 
story  has 
enduring 
appeal 

IN  A  sport  where  all  the 

autobiographies  laid  out 
would  not  extend  across 
a  pair  of  goalposts,  it  fea 
measure  of  Martin 
Offiah's  achievements 
that  he  can  command  a 
second,  detailed  account 
of  his  fife. 

The  latest  version,  four 
years'  writer  the  last  one, 
incorporates  his  aborted 
return  to  rugby  union. 
His '  stated  ambition  of 
ah  'England  cap  never 
got  '  riff  the  ground  at 
Bedford,  where  Ins  darir- 
.  es  wfth_  Geoff  Cooke,  the 
•  former  Rngtand  manag¬ 
er;  interrupt  foe  scoring 
feats  (hat  form  the  bans 
of  Offiah’s  story. 

It  is  beyond,  the  game's 
parochial  enclaves  that 
Offiah's  talents  have  al¬ 
ways  'been  more  folly 
celebrated.  Ask  anyone 
to  name  a  rugby  league 
player  and  Offiah  would 
be  foe  choice  nine  times 
,  out  of  too.  Flying  wings 


by  Christopher  Irvine 

are  an  enduring  fascina¬ 
tion  and  no  player  in 
modem  times  has  flown 
as  fast,  nor  with  his 
picdsioiD,.. .  .. 

Robert  Gale^s  superbly 
detailed  and  wriHDus- 
trated  account  of  Ashes 
series  between  Great 
Britain  and .  Australia 
since  1908  prorides  an 
in  valuable  addition  to 
the  game’s  library  by  its 
official  historian. 

It  does  not  aicompass 
Britain's  2-1  defeat  in  the 
recent  series  held  under 
the  Super  League  ban¬ 
ner,  which  is  fully 
documented  in  Super 
League  97-98,  the  excel¬ 
lent  annual  publication 
of  the  season.  Alongside 
Rothmans  Yearbook, 
rugby  league  has  never 
been  better  served  with 
statistical  information. 

□  Offiah:  My  Autobio¬ 
graphy,  fay  Martin  Offiah 
whh  David  Lawrenson  (Col¬ 
lins  Willow,  £15-99):-  . 

□  The  Struggle  for  the  Ashes 
n.  The  History  of  Anglo- 
Austrolian  Rugby  League 
Test  Matches,  by  Robert 
Gale  (Robert  Gate,  £12.99). 

□  Super  League  97-98.  by 
Ton  Butcher  and  Graham 
Gay  (League  Publications, 
£12.99). 


Distilled  to  perfection 


IT  IS  nearly  two  years  since 
foe  high  priest  of  salmon  and 
sea  rrout  fishing.  Hugh 
FaJkus,  died.  Many  will  have 
thought  they  had  seen  foe  fast 
from  the  master's  pen. 

However,  ill  and  struggling 
with  a  project  char  he  knew  he 
could  not  complete  alone, 
Falkus  sought  help  from  one 
of  the  dose  band  of  friends  he 
knew  as  trustees. 

Thanks  to  this  utterly  typi¬ 
cal  realism,  we  now  have  77re 
Salmon  and  Sea  Troutflsher's 
Handbook.  This  posthumous 
work  is  a  distillation  of  his  two 
great  angling  bibles.  Sea 
Trout  Fishing  (1975)  and 
Salmon  Fishing  (19S4).  It  is  a 
model  of  compression, 

All  the  essential  Falkus  is 
there  —  the  philosophical 
premise,  natural  history,  tack¬ 
le  and  tactics.  It  is  a  compli¬ 
ment  to  his  co-author. 
Malcolm  Greenhalgh,  to  say 
that  foe  meticulous  Falkus 
would  have  been  well  pleased. 

The  read  of  the  year  is  The 
Best  of  Zane  Grey.  This  collec¬ 
tors'  volume  sells  at  £95,  is 
fully  bound  in  leather  and 
comes  in  a  slip-case.  We  stand 
alongside  foe  romance  of  the 
Wild  West  as  he  pursues 
swordfish,  tuna,  tarpon  and 
the  like. 

The  Medlar  Press  is  a 
relative  newcomer  to  the  thriv¬ 
ing  collectors*  market.  Its  lat¬ 
est  offering  is  Old  Father 
Thames,  by  Peter  Stone.  His 
reminiscences  —  not  great 


by  Brian  Clarke 


literature,  but  they  do  take  us 
into  the  mind  of  one  of  the 
finest  of  postwar  all-rounders 
—  come  in  doth  at  E4850  and 
leather  at  £9850. 

White  Lion  Books,  which 
not  so  long  ago  brought  out  a 
new  edition  of  Negley  Farson’s 
Going  Fishing,  have  followed 
with  a  minor  classic  that  could 
not  be  more  different.  Confes¬ 
sions  of  a  Carp  Fisher  by  BB 
[Denys  Watkins-Pitdiford)  ex¬ 
plores  the  psychology  of  carp 
angling  before  the  sport  be¬ 
came  overrun  by  chest-beaters 
and  technology. 

Among  new  texts.  Tight 
Lines  by  Chapman  Pincher  is 
a  brisk,  no-nonsense  tour  of 


Falkus:  meticulous 


the  famous  spymaster’s  accu¬ 
mulated  angling  beliefs.  There 
is  bags  of  information  but  foe 
book  will  struggle  at  £25. 

Best  of  the  rest?  Matching 
the  Hatch  by  Pat  O'Reilly 
steers  die  author  through  the 
entomdogicai  jungle  with 
darby.  Distant  Waters  is  a 
coffee-table  vehide  for  the 
images  of  round-the-world  an¬ 
gler  and  photographer  Valen¬ 
tine  Atkinson.  While  beauti¬ 
fully  written,  it  did  leave  me 
with  a  sense  of  glut 
The  antidote  is  Fish  of 
Britain  and  Europe  by  Peter  J. 
Miller,  with  paintings  by  foe 
excellent  Michael  J.  Loaies. 
This  is  not  strictly  an  angling 
book,  but  it  has  a  clear  and 
relevant  priority.  It  is.  as  Mr 
Blair  might  say.  information, 
information,  information. 

□  The  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout- 
fisher *s  Handbook,  tty  Hugh 
Falkus  and  Malcolm  Greenhalgh 
(Excellent  Press,  EJ7.9S). 

□  The  Best  ofZa ne  Grey,  edited  fay 
Tam  fort  ( The  Flyfisfiers  Classic 
Library.  E95). 

□  Old  Father  Thames ,  by  Peter 
Stone  (The  Medlar  Press.  £4850 
and  £9850). 

□  Confessions  of  a  Carp  Fisher. 
fay  BB  (White  Lion  Books.  E20). 

□  Tight  lines,  fay  Chapman 
Pincher  (Robert  Hale.  £25). 

□  Matching  the  Hatch,  by  Pat 
O’Reilly  (Swan  HOL  £12.95). 

□  Distant  Waters,  by  Valentine 
Atkinson  (Mitchell  Eeazfey.  E25). 

□  Fish  of  Britain  and  Europe,  fay 
Peter  J.  Miller  (Collins  Pocket 
Guide  series.  £12.9% 


When  a  call  of 4  sir’ 
meant  submission 


WHEN  a  nov¬ 
elist  of  the  cal¬ 
ibre  of  the 
American. 

John  Irving,  _ 

turns  his 

attention  to  sport  you  can  be 
certain  of  an .  intriguing 
result  The  memoir  of  He 
experiences  in  wrestling.  The 
Imaginary  Girlfriend,  is 
probably  the  finest  sports 
book  to  be  published  in 
Britain  since  Fever  Pitch  and 
Haunts  af  the  Black  Mas¬ 
seur— the  Swimmer  as  Hero 
six  years  ago.  AH  have  an 
elliptical  approach  to  their 
subjects. 

The  only  thing  that  will 
prevent  Irving’s  work  from 
receiving  widespread  critical 
aedaim  in  this  country  is  that 
amateur  wrestling  is  not  part 
of  the  consciousness  of  many 
Britons. 

Here  are  the  hopes  and 
fears  of  any  athlete  in  serious 
competition  told  with  graph¬ 
ic  realism.  We  follow  Irving 
through  his  career,  how  he 
failed  to  secure  New  Eng¬ 
land  championship  titles,  fad 
how  he  coached  two  of  his 
sons  to  win  them. 

Inring  knows  his  competi¬ 
tive  career  is  over  when  he  is 
called  “sirt’  by  a  fellow  wres¬ 
tler.  Hewrites:“He  meant  no 


by  John  Goodbody 


harm.  But  the 
damage  was 
done:  He  was 
probably  24 
and  1  was  34. 
but  when  he 
called  me ‘sir*  I  felt  older  than 
1  fed  now,  at  53." 

The  importance  of  the 
mind  is  central  to  Irving's 
book  and  this  is  explored 
more  dmically  by  Brian 
Miller,  who  has  been  at  the 
forefront  of  psychological 
sport  in  Gold  Minds.  He  has 
worked  with  members  of  die 
British  and  Australian  Olym¬ 
pic  teams  and  has  been  much 
appreciated  by  both  individ¬ 
ual  competitors  and  officials. 

The  book  carefully  lays  out 
how  to  prepare  mentally  for 
training  and  events,  how  to 
deal  with  the  anxiety  of 
competition.  It  is  a  work 
every  serious  sportsman  or 

woman  should  have. 

The  BBC  Radio  S  Live 
Sports  Year  Book  is  an 
invaluable  annual.  Edited  by 
Peter  Nichols,  it  deserves  the 
epithet  of  indispensable. 

□  The  Imaginary  Girlfriend,  fay 
John  Inring  (Bbdc  Swan,  £6.99).' 

□  Gold  Minds,  by  Brian  MiOs* 
(The  Crowood  Press.  £12.99). 

O  The  Radio  5  Uw  Sports  Year 
Book  F98.  edited  by  Peter  Nich¬ 
ols  (Oddball,  £12.99). 


Capturing  golden  age 


THOSE  who  are  tired  of 
reading  about  the  meaning¬ 
less  contests  that  now  pass  for 
world  championships  and 
who  long  for  foe  sprat  to 
return  to  the  values  of  foe  past, 
when  the  best  faced  the  best, 
will  be  delighted  with  the 
collection  of  essays  in  paper¬ 
back  by  Budd  Schulberg. 
entitled  Sparring  with 
Hemingway. 

The  author  of  several  novels 
and  screenplays,  which 
include  The  Harder  they  Fall 
and  Waterfront,  Schulberg, 
now  in  his  seventies,  has  been 
watching  boring  since  he  was 
16.  The  book  covers  his  writ¬ 
ings  in  various  publications, 
such  as  Esquire,  Saturday 
Review,  Newsday,  Playboy  and 
others  over  tire  past  25  years. , 

He  never  misses  an  impor¬ 
tant  event,  even  today. .  His 
reports  are  greatly  valued  by 
boring  writers.  He  can  be 
relied  on  to  give  yon  a  new 
perspective  on  the  contest, 
even  on  the  great  fights  of  the 
past  My  favourites  in  this  . 
collection  are  Sparring  with 
Hemingway.  The  Great  Benny 
Leonard  and  The  Second 
Coming  of  George  Foreman.  - 

Those  who  dislike  Heming¬ 
way's  boastful  ways  will  enjoy, 
his  deflation  in  the  verbal-’ 
contest  with  Schulberg- 
Chuckles  explode  into  laugh¬ 
ter  as  Schulberg  is  harfcwl  up- 
against  a  wall  at  a  mutual* 
friend*  house  in  Key  West  / 
with  the  question:  “What  do 


by  Siikumar  Sen 


you  know  about  boxing  for 
Christ’s  sweet  sake?"  —  and 
finally  gets  foe  better  of  the 
heavyweight 

Schulberg  was  too  small  in 
the  great  days  of  Leonard  to 
attend  boring  matches.  He 
relied  on  his  father,  B.  P„  to 
give  him  reports  the  nett  day. 
He  first  saw  the  great  Benny 
Leonard,  as  the  tighter  was 
always  referred  to  in  his 
family,  when  he  was  16.  He 
had  told  his  father,  who  was 
then  in  Hollywood,  that  he 
would  can  him  after  foe 
contest,  but  his  hero,  who  was 
then  past  his  best,  was 
knocked  out  by  Jimmy 
McLariin  and  Schulberg 


Foreman:  return 


could  not  bring  himself  to  pick 
up  the  phone. 

George  .  Foreman  is  the  son 
of  every  boxing  movie  ever 
made,  according  to  Schulberg, 
The  fighting  preacher  dis¬ 
proved  F.  Scott  Fitzgerald ’j 
view  that  “there  are  no  second 
acts  in  American  fives’*. 
Schulberg  said:  “Nor  only  is 
tite  second  coming  of  George 
Foreman  a  helluva  second  act, 
it  has  given  us  a  happy  ending 
that  you  only  see  in  Holly¬ 
wood  fairytales.** 

A  must  for  those  who 
nusred  out  last  year  is  The  A-Z 
of  World  Boxing,  by  Bert 
Blewett.  The  book  is  riot  only 
extens™riy  researched,  but 
covers  boxers  erf  genuine  sig¬ 
nificance  and  subjects  that  are 
more  than  just  trivia  .. 

I  believe  that’  ft  was 
Groucho  Marx  who  said  that 
he  would  not  join  a  dub  that 
would  have  him  as  a  member. 

L.  T  *e  same  waY  about  This 
Bloody  Mary  is  the  Last  Thing 
town,  by  Jonathan  Rcndafi 
“ter  seeing  my  name  in  it  I 
,  fod  nor  want  to  go  any  farther, 
but.Readalh  story  of  his  love 
affarn  wth  boxing  and  final 
disillusionment  is  a  good  read. 

Hemingway,  by 
BJ^Sdrulberg  (Robson  Books, 

£?*  **  of  World  Baring,  hy 
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INTERACTIVE  TEAM  FOOTBALL  45 


The  fun  of 
the  cup  — 
and  £10,000 

_Doyou  have  the  skill  tn  choose  n 
team  and  win  the  FA  Cup  league? 


“^Ipf 


A  £10.000  prize  is  Up 
for  grabs  Tor  the 
winner  of  the  brand- 
new  FA  Cup  league, 
a  league  within  the  JTF. 

Entrants  to  ITF  will  auto¬ 
matically  score  points  in  the 
FA  Cup  league  when  the 
payers  in  their  team  compete 
in  the  FA/Tennents  Cup 
rounds.  From  January  3,  Eng¬ 
lish  Premiership  players  will 
begin  the  knockout  and  Janu¬ 
ary  24  sees  the  start  of  the 
Tennents  Cup  round  involving 
Scottish  premier  division 
teams. 

This  is  your  chance  to 
choose  a  team  specifically  for 
the  FA  Cup  league.  All  players 
start  scoring  when  the  cup 
rounds  involving  English  and 
Scottish  premier  divisions 
begin.  Ail  teams  wifi  be  allo¬ 
cated  transfers  to  use  at  their 
own  discretion  but  remember, 
the  sooner  you  enter  the  more 
transfers  your  team  wifi  be 
allocated.  Any  team  in  the  ITF 
prior  to  12  noon  on  Decem¬ 
ber  13  will  automatically  re¬ 
ceive  20  extra  transfers  in 


addition  to  their  current  allo¬ 
cation.  Thereafter,  all  teams 
will  receive  20  transfers  for  the 
duration  of  the  season.  Pbstal 
entries  must  be  received  by 
Tuesday  December  30  and 
telephone  entries  by  10am  on 
Saturday  January  3  in  order  to 
saire  points  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  FA  Cup  league 
competition.  Entrants  must  be 
18  years  or  over.  - 

By  competing  in  the  FA  Cup 
league,  your  players  will  auto¬ 
matically  score  points  for 
matches  played  in  the  English 
and  Scottish  premier  divisions 
during  the  1997-98  football 
season  as  well  and,  if 
approprate,  in  the  mini 
leagues  —  students'  or  wom¬ 
en's. 

By  scoring  points  in  the  ITF, 
your  team  could  win  the 
monthly  prizes  of  £1.000.  a 
signed  Mitre  football,  a  Mitre 
sports  bag  and  a  pair  of  tickets 
to  a  premier  league  match  by 
scoring  the  most  points  in  any 
one  month.  The  mini  league 
(student's  and  women's)  also 
carry  monthly  prizes. 


HOW  TO  PLAY 


Study^Cupdrsw^Scrttishflraw  will  bernade 
January)  and  the  list  of  pteyers.  Select  your  team 
*sjg£'  a?  follows: .  .  .  -jK*  :  •  \  r ' .  ’ 

“  r^-Ybu  tewe£35  million  to^perid*fra.te©m  erf  11: 
v  ^yjets^nd  a  manager.  '  '  '  \.x.  • 

Youiriust  pick  1  goaltoeepdr,  2  full  backs.-2'ceritfal ' 
£&  defenders,  .4 rnidfieldeTS,  2s£rikers  and  arnar^ger.. 
i  Yaj£raust  not  pick  mc^tfWtrtwo^^KrkJuate^wo ' 

"  players  or;  one  player  and.a  fnanager)  ffoni  the  , 

.  same  club.  \  ' 

.  Youjqteam  must  be  made  up  df  l2  individuals  at 
£-7  one:tijne  but  you^fT^transferyour  pteyersif. 

bnd  out  fcrfyour  tea atcondir^  tbyour  ’  ^ 
trarisl^aMpcabom'^  '  ./  -% 

You  wish:  V  y’ 

wr  ~  . _ '•  ‘  r  ■  h  ' . 


_ .  /  *  *  bi 

biu  'this  I'/hinmif 

§?~  :  ■  z.  y  • 

**“  &i:‘S 

J  :.  r*  ■  h- 

:  .Jes 

i a»->*  '-vi.  vf 


4T" 


0891405  011  - 

(Republic  of  Ireland  +44  990 100  308) 

Once  you  have  chosen  your  team,  call  the  entry 
hotline,  using  a  Touchtone  (OTMF)  telephone  (most 
■  -  " 1  J  hashkey 


n  .. 

h..:  1 


instructions.  You  must  tap  in  (not  speak)  the  full 
v  -  •  '  set°f  selections  (using  the  five-digit  player  codes) 

f<*  each  of  your  11  chosen  players  and  your 
onager.  You  will  be  asked  whether  you  wish  to 
y?  enter  one  of  the  mint  leagues  (women'sor  students’) 
>  .  ^  ig  \f  appropriate.  If  so,  do  so  as  directed  on  the 

■  -  -telephone.  You  mustspeakthe  name  of  your  team 

S’  -  ^  fTOrethan  16  characters),  your  name,  address 

vi/  .  with  postcode  and  your  daytime  telephone  number. 

-  -  Rna"y.  Y°u  wHI  be  given  a  ten-digit  personal 

identificatfon  number  (PIN)  at  tire  end  of  the  call. 
:is:  You  mustkeepa  note  of -this  number  as  you- will 
need  your  PIN  for  making  transfers  and  checking 
,r>-  your  team  score.  (A  new  team  wiil.score  points  on 
future  games  in  theTTF  and  mini  league.)  CaHs  last 
about  eight  minutes  and  cost  50p  per  rriinute  (calls 
made  from  a  pay  phone  cost  approximately  double). 


■A 
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PREMIERSHIP  CLUBS  IN  FA  CUP  DRAW 


-  r  V:?.-' : '  JM*vu» 

Woeatwt^vMortttfflsiip 
.  LMteVrttMl 
‘  vli 

'  jUvetpooiv 
‘  Wast  Haid  UnttM 

D«fty  County  v 
IdttoahamHofc 
Crystal  Pa!ac»  v^cdntinrp 
Torquay  Doited^cWstfoid  ii 

!'  Ctoctaeky  Maocbotsr 


-^V.l .  ,  Banwdsy  *  Botion 

•*  “  fcl‘—  * 


fTiWtD  bapEa^alim 


‘ipv/,  i' 

V? 


cowv  r«fi  »m  speefemnsof  inatum.  as  Uudi^n.  a  ThmtonphSBdB  Miumriiniaapnin 
wwuWtctOiMjrWt  4  Ho  teapOfciJBsy  «  accepted  id  bee  «  tea  cmslae.  due  »  ctfcuTBOnras  bojoxi 
Mcnrfl  imaemhenUB  InauS*  »  mo»npk»  or«M  ■■  nil  M  «od  *«n  no  reTml  Tho  oanuHr'a 
■com  &  me  enn  «■  be  awhnU  n  be  tn  entry.  &  Ttw  HF  anmni  anm  b  M  n™ang  m 
uspocii  ai  fTF  6  T«<rohone  ertrm  end  mnshn  «e  nude  tv  Toujmm  {DIUF]  Mapnam  arty  pi** 
wtvputw  Int^/Mrue  «gi  e  *  mxt  a  h«gi  tey  enr  ToixfHcnet  7.  r>ntnnenn»l  «nd  a&anatnrf  copy 
to  The  TW*»s/Jhe  Smiv  Times  (IF  *  ramdaOn  utm  UmOne  me  tntamei  and  Swr  Scons  kamacwo  8 
pifl>CT«aiumn)beic3BicaadsiiwsnaadB4»»andMJicTtftOacMK»jnsrtpity»«»ftif»8°,»tll“ 
m*  De  pummec  m  The  Tunes.  10  n»KDi>aegaaaDCiem«*i«Mseteun  sms  tie  meat  pons  mate 
— amssetsn mo ■•ssr.eWxesfc** opens  ihseesenomnsty 


('■nittynu  and  Scoddi  pone  demon  mms)  matfv&to 
sn3UtaUW>appRsima*|raflmrn>utes  Calls  coal  SOpoamtaJe 
oostto  ib.  The  ccnrpetMcn  a  rea  opar>  b  emptopies  ct  Non  Ira 


mams  tar  me  IBB/-* 
Csflalrmi 


.tSCOhtortW 
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.  R  raw  aflea  me  composson  of 
_J  ms*<g  out  an  pane.  18  Fofl 

b  chfick  |UI  scam  mS  po*K»i  si 

raw  snn  by  LbeOnc.  tm  Mar* 
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TEAM  NAME  [ 

Goalkeeper^ 
FuB  back[| 
Full  back  [ 
Central  defender^ 
Central  defenda-[ 
.Midfielder  £ 
'  Midfielder 
..  Midfielder 

MidfieWerr 


n 


(Up  to  16  characters) 


THIS  SECTION  TO  BE  COMPLETED  BY  ALL  ENTRANTS 

First  Name _ 


n 


n 


Surname - 


Address. 


Postcode. 


Dayton?  Tel - 


Cheque  /  PO  No. 


This  year  ITF  incorporates  separate  mini  leagues.  Please  tick  the  correct  league (s)  for  your  entry. 

□Women's  j  I  Student  • 

Leaate  I — 1 1 


[League 


Entrants  must  be  18  or  over  to  play  in  the  FTF  league,  the  Women's  league 
and  the  Students'  league. 


I  ^~24  |  |  25-34  |  |  35-44  [  |  45-54 1  |  55-64 1  |  65+ Q  The  Sunday  Tirmss?  less  than  once  a  month  |  |  1-2  times  a  month  |  |  3-4  times  a  month  |  | 

i  HowtftEndoywj  r— .  pn  -  _ I — |  Do  you  haw  a  PC  v„  i — i  «_]— i  If  you  do  not  wish  to  receive,  other  offers  from  r— i 

f  reed  The  Times?  i-635  fr190  once  a  vwek| |  1-3  times  a  week  [ |  4-6  times  a  week  | |  ^  home?  Yes  I I  l'*°  I — !  Times  Newspapers,  please  tick  box  1 — I 

*  Send  your  entry  with  £2  erray  fee  (entrants  outside  the  UK  or  Rep  of  Ireland  £10  sterling)  to:  The  Times  Interactive  Team  Football,  Abacus  House,  Dudley  Street,  Luton,  Bedfordshire  LU1 177  c 


GOALKEEPERS  | 

EM5B 

10101 

10201 

10301 

10*101 

10501 

10601 

107Q1 

10702 

10801 

10901 

11001 

11002 

11101 

11201 

11301 

11401 

11501 

11601 

11602 

11701 

11801 

11901 

12001 

12101 

12201 

12301 

12401 

12501 

12702 

12601 

12801 

12901 

13001 


Code 


JUrgMan 

DSaaman 

MBonidi 

D  Watson 

TRowara 
K  Braragan 
S  Karr 
J  Could 
EDaGoay 
9  Ogrtzourtc 
C  Nash 
KUUar 
MPoom 
SDyksta 

I  Wattmtor 

N  SouttMfl 
GRoussat 
C  Raid 

O  Gottakolkaaon 
DLokovfe 
NMartjn 
KKoflar 
D  Jamas 
p  ScfenaicM 
SHowta 
S  Cavan 
AGonan 
K  Pruimafi 
P  Jones 
A  Main 
(Water 
LUMatto 
N  SalOian 


Abordoen 
AraansJ 
Aston  VBa 
Bamstey 

BiackbumRovera 
Botton  Wandcrere 
Calic 
Came 
CM  boa 
CoaonOy  Ctty 

Crystef  P atoca 
Crystal  Paiaca 
Darby  Gounfy  ' 
DutiMs  IMtad 
Durteralbw 
Evefton 
Hearts 
Htaomtan 
Kbamtan 
Khramocfc 
Leeds  United 
Lairnalaf  Ctty 
Liverpool 

Mancheator  Untied 
MotherweB 
ttowcaatta  UnBad 


I  Wednesday 
Southampton 
St  Johnstone 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
West  Ham  United 
Wfcnbtedon 


FULL  BACKS 


Name 


Team 


ZOO 
SO 0 
3XO 
1XO 

aso 

1-50 

4.00 

aso 

aoo 

140 

025 

aoo 

1-50 

aoo 

ixo 

aoo 

a.50 

1-50 

1X0 

1X0 

940 

aoo 

aso 

aoo 

1.00 

aoo 

5X0 

aoo 

1X0 

040 

aso 

aoo 

Z50 


Mafia 


20201 

20202 

20301 

20302 

20303 

20304 

20401 

20402 

20403 

20502 

20503 
20601 
21001 
20602 
20603 

20701 

20702 

20703 
20601 
20601 

20603 

20901 

20903 

20904 
21001 
21002 
21004 
21101 
21102 
21103 

21401 

21402 

21403 

21404 
21501 
21701 
21801 
£1802 
2T9C2 
£2001 
’•v»2 


22132 

22103 

22301 

22302 

22303 
28304 

22401 

22402 

22501 

22502 

22701 

22702 
227D3 
22801 

22803 

22901 

22902 

22903 


LDbeon 
N  Wtnterbum 
E  Petit 
S  Staunton 
A  Wright 
S  Grayson 
F  Nelson 
NEoden 
N  Thompson 
D  Barnard 
J  Karma 
P  Valery 

It  >*JW 

U  Whitlow 
REMrtt 
J  phUttpa 

T  Boyd 
TMcKMay 
j  McNamara 
GUSbux 
D  Putrascu 
Cl 
Fi 

D  Burrow* 

M  Had 
R  PKioon 
DSORtOfl 
U Edworttoy 
J  Smith 
CPomsB 
O  Va*as 
G  Rowatt 

A  HfcaJaJHta 
E  Barrett 
T  Phelan 
SI  Wand 

a  Lock* 

D  Karr 

GfteUy 
□  ftebertson 
s Guppy 

SSJoraibye 

jl/leAtear 

3J«M» 

Dlrwin 

GNevUta 
pN«ffie 
StWw 
W  Barton 

jBensfenJ 

SPooien 

ACtabnd 

S  Bananas 

p  Btondotoi 

INoltai 

JDodd 

FBendi 

SChartom 

CVfflson 

j  Edinburgh 

scan 
j  Dicks 

A  imp** 
TBf*ack«r 


Arsenal 

Arsenal 

Arsenal 

Aston  VHa 

AdonVKa 

AamnVKa 

Aston  V»a 

Barnsley 

Barnsley 

Barnsley 

Btadcbtan  Rovers 

Btackbtsn  Rovers 

Bottcm  Wanderers 

Bolton  Wanderers 

BoKon  Wanderers 

Botton  Wandarore 

Celtic 

Otatic 

Celtic 

Chebes 

Chaises 

Chelsea 

Chetaea 

Coventry  Ctty 

Goverdry  Ctty 

Coventry  Ctty 

Crystal  Palace 

Crystal  Palace 

Crystal  Pataca 

Derby  County 

Derby  County 

Derby  County 

Evwton 

Evsrtor 

Evermn 

Everton 

Hearts 

KAnamoch 

Leeds  United 

Leeds  Unfled 

LacastarCtty 

Liverpool  . 

Liverpool 

Liverpool 

Manchester  United 
Manchester  United 
Manchester  Unttad 
Newcastle  United 
Newtsstte  Unttad 
Newcastle  United 
Nuwcastlo  United 
Rangere 


_ IWbdneaday 

SbeAeid  Wednesday 
3odhaifttn 
Sculhampton 
Southampton 
Tottenham  Hobyur 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
West  Ham  Urted 

West  Ham  LMted 

West  Ham  united 


3-00 

3X0 

3X0 

240 

240 

2X0 

2X0 

040 

050 

1.00 

3X0 

240 

200 

140 

2X0 

1X0 

340 

340 

3X0 

4X0 

4X0 

200 

2X0 

1.00 

1.00 

1X0 

140 

140 

140 

140 

1X0 

140 

240 

140 

140 

140 

140 

1X0 

240 

240 

240 

3.00 

3.00 

aoo 

4X0 

aso 

340 

aoo 
200 
200 
aoo 
aoo 
aoo 
2 oo 
200 
140 
0.7S 
0l75 
200 
200 
200 
3X0 
140 
200 


23001 

BThatehor 

Wimbledon 

2X0 

2300? 

K  Cunningham 

Wimbledon 

200 

23003 

AKknfata 

Wimbledon 

200 

CENTRAL  DEFENDERS 

Ictata  f 

Twos  .  . 

'  .  Mea  ibal 

PH 

BOM 

Aberdeen 

200 

T  Adams 

Arsenal 

3X0 

30202 

UKoown 

Arsenal 

flf¥l 

i-  H 

GCriraanrfl 

Arsenal 

200 

m- 

SBouJd 

Arsenal 

3.00 

GSoaOigat e 

Aston  V«b 

100 

UEWoflu 

Aston  Vila 

3X0 

ADaZeeuvr 

Bamstoy 

I X0 

A  Mom 

Barnsley 

OJO 

UApptaby 

Barnsley 

050 

CHandry 

Blackburn  (towns 

3X0 

S  Honcho* 

BocAbun  Rowjtb 

240 

<-i.  i 

TPadarsen 

Blackburn  Rovers 

2X0 

r  i  .  j  j 

C  Taggart 

Botton  Wanderers 

ISO 

i-'H 

B  Barasson 

Bolton  Wanderers 

1.00 

C  Fatrdougb 

Botlon  Wanderers 

1.00 

MFtall 

Botton  Wanderers 

140 

EAimanl 

Ce&c 

140 

UUacKay 

Cetac 

3X0 

A  Stubbs 

CeBc 

3X0 

HRIepar 

Cottle 

3X0 

FLaboaut 

Cholaea 

3.00 

30802 

M  Duberry 

Chelsea 

3X0 

30003 

8  Claries 

Chetsea 

240 

30804 

B  Lombourde 

Chetaaa 

30901 

LDatab 

Coventry  Crty 

140 

3000S 

RStwa 

CowrtryCIty 

1.50 

30903 

31001 

PWSkams 

ARobartS 

CoveroyQty 

Crystal  Palace 

140 

140 

31002 

31003 

ALMahen 

D  Tutaa 

Crystal  Palace 

Crystal  Patace 

0.75 

0.75 

31004 

H  HraMarssao 

Crystal  Palace 

1X0 

31101 

IStbnac 

Derby  Comty 

240 

31102 

312D1 

J  Lourosn 

SProoatey 

Derby  County 

DuntfM  Unllacf 

200 

31301 

G  Shields 

OjrtfermSne 

140 

31401 

SBCc 

EvwTon 

?  nn 

31402 

D  Water 

B«rton 

2X0 

31404 

CTBer 

Everton 

140 

31501 

DWatr 

Haarta 

200 

31801 

31801 

J  Hughes 

DVMwiH 

KBjemlan 

Leeds  United 

2X0 

250 

31802 

GHtata 

Leeds  Unk  ad 

200 

RMotaaa 

Leeds  UnSed 

2X0 

L  Rodaba 

Leeds  United 

200 

HEteott 

LefcestorCtty 

340 

PKaamertc 

Letoeeter  City 

200 

^  J 

SWotah 

Lafceeter  City 

S  Piter 

LotcesterOly 

200 

II  Wright 

Uverpool 

3.00 

32002 

Dittoes 

Liverpool 

32003 

B  Kvanna 

Liverpool 

3X0 

30501 

H  Barg 

Manchester  UnWd 

340 

32101 

32102 

GPaSLtcr 

Mancheeter  UnSad 
Manchastat  United 

340 

34Q 

PAteart 

Novrcastle  United 

250 

Navrcasba  Unted 

3X0 

ttevc&saa  Unltad 

200 

I'M 

APtatana 

NDweaefla  Unted 

300 

I  ’* w 

SParrtnl 

Ranges 

340 

JBJorktard 

RangBrs 

340 

L  Amoruao 

Rargers 

340 

RGou* 

DWUar 

Rarxwre 

Sheffield  Wednesday 

4X0 

2X0 

Sheffield  Wednesday 

200 

wm 

PJtthaton 

Sheffield  Wednesday 

200 

R  Dryden 

Southampton 

1X0 

CLimdBttVBD 

Southampton 

1X0 

KHnatau 

Sotehamjann 

1X0 

SUcCtuaksy 

St  Johnstone 

050 

BCampbafl 

Tottenham  Hoopi# 

250 

JScaln 

Tqnenham  Hotspur 

250 

32903 

32804 

R  Vcg» 

C  Da&rwood 

Tottenham  Hotapw 
Tottenham  Hotspur 

200 

2X0 

RFonttand 

West  Ham  tinted 

240 

i . 

RHoO 

West  Ham  United 

200 

Warn  Ham  UWtad 

200 

SPotta 

Wteet  Hem  United 

140 

32904 

I  Pearce 

West  Ham  United 

33001 

33002 

C  Perry 

DBtadwaO 

Wimbledon 

Wbnbtedon 

240 

240 
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Tost 


Prioe'£m 


40101 

40102 
40201 

40203 

40204 

40206 

40301 

40302 

40401 

40402 

40403 

40404 

40501 

40502 


EJeas 
P  Bemad 
M  Overman 
PVUa 
SI 
R! 

DPtatt 
H  Proper 
I  Taylor 
N  Redrawn 
ETtaWw 

OStafidvn 
MBuBeek 
J  WOcox 
BlieKMay 


Abantaon 

Aberdeen 

Arsenal 

Arsenal 

Arsenal 

Jseeral 

Arsenal 

Asian  VMM 

Aston  Via 

Barnsley 

Bamttey 

Bemstay 

Bametay 

Btaekbum  Rovoie 
Bbcltlmm  Rovers 


200 

2X0 

640 

;im 

200 

250 

140 

3X0 

250 

3X0 

200 

1-00 

040 

aoo 

aoo 


40503 

T  Sherwood 

Btackfcnan  Ptwra 

303 

40504 

GFWeroH 

Btaekbum  Rovers 

aoc 

40601 

A  Thompson 

Bolton  Wanderers 

2X£ 

S  Solars 

Bolton  Wanderers 

2.0C 

P  Frandeen 

Ballon  Wanderers 

2.0C 

II  Johansen 

Botton  Wanderers 

20C 

,>r-  '  • 

JPotiock 

Bolton  Wanderers 

2.0C 

A  Thom 

Celtic 

4.50 

POnaomstt 

Celtic 

3.0C 

R  Blinker 

Celtic 

3.0C 

C  Buley 

Celtic 

300 

P  Lambert 

Celtic 

300 

,y 

D  Wfcsa 

Chelsea 

350 

tTa- 

RDlUatteo 

Chetaae 

4X0 

E  Newton 

Chelsea 

1X0 

*  t*t 

G  Royal 

Chateau 

3.00 

■  ■  *  i 

QUcAUteter 

Cdremry  City 

2.50 

TSottvedt 

Coventry  City 

1X0 

JStf*o 

Coventry  City 

1X0 

ip*- 

P  Tatter 

S  Rodger 

Coventry  Cay 

Crystal  Palace 

1.50 

1X0 

41003 

□  Pttehor 

Crystal  Palace 

0.26 

41004 

PWartwret 

Crystal  Palace 

1X0 

41005 

A  Lombardo 

Crystal  Palace 

3X0 

41101 

A  Aaonovtc 

Derby  County 

2.50 

41102 

S  Eranlo 

Derby  County 

3.50 

41103 

□  Povrefl 

Derby  County 

1X0 

41104 

CDtBy 

Derby  County 

1X0 

41105 

R  Von  Dor  Loan 

Derby  Cotrty 

1X0 

41106 

41201 

JHtart 

R  Winters 

Derby  County 

DixOse  United 

1.00 

3X0 

41301 

A  Smith 

[Xrfenrvine 

3X0 

41401 

C  Speed 

Everton 

3X0 

41402 

J  Parkinson 

Everton 

1X0 

41403 

G  FarreVy 

Evorton 

1X0 

41404 

D  WIKtanson 

Everton 

2X0 

41405 

J  Osier 

Everton 

2X0 

41501 

N  McCann 

Hearts 

3X0 

41601 

C Jackson 

Hbemtan 

2X0 

41602 

3  Lovely 

HSsernlan 

2X0 

41701 

J  McIntyre 
DHopkki 

KHrrtamock 

ZOO 

41001 

Leeds  United 

3.50 

41801 

L  Bowysf 

Leeds  United 

3X0 

41802 

AHaatond 

Leeds  Untied 

ZOO 

41603 

L  Sharpe 
BRMro 

Leeds  Unted 

250 

41804 

Leeds  United 

250 

41001 

G  Parker 

Leicester  Crty 

ZOO 

41902 

N  Lennon 

Leicester  Qty 

2X0 

41903 

M  toot 

Leicester  City 

ZOO 

41004 

S  Taylor 

Lstcnser  City 

1.50 

42001 

SMcJUnamen 

Liverpool 

6.00 

42002 

O  Leonhardoen 

Liverpool 

3.00 

42003 

M  Thomas 

Liverpool 

aoo 

42004 

JRaSdtyp 

Liverpool 

aoo 

42006 

Plnoe 

Liverpool 

4X0 

42101 

D  Backham 

Manchester  Unbad 

aoo 

42102 

R  Giggs 

Manchester  United 

7.00 

42103 

R  Keane 

Manchester  United 

5X0 

42104 

N  Butt 

Manchester  United 

4.00 

42105 

A  Cote 

Manchester  United 

7.00 

42201 

8  Davies 

Motherwell 

zoo 

42301 

R  Lae 

Newcastle  United 

soo 

42302 

KGBJespto 

Newcastle  United 

3X0 

42303 

D  Batty 

Newcastle  United 

250 

42005 

J  Bamea 

Newcastle  United 

aoo 

42401 

B  Laud/up 

Rangere 

6.50 

42402 

PQooctrigne 

Rangers 

6X0 

42403 

JTham 

Rangers 

300 

42404 

42501 

J  Alberti 

B  Carbone 

Hungers 

Sheffield  Wednesday 

4.00 

3.00 

42701 

JHagSton 

Sheffield  Wednesday 

ZOO 

42502 

MPembddga 

Sheffield  Wednesday 

ZOO 

42504 

GHytta 

Sheffield  Wednesday 

1.00 

42505 

G  WTWtttngtiam 

Sheffield  Wednesday 

1X0 

R  Slater 

Southampton 

0.75 

42704 

K  Rlebordaon 

Southampton 

0X0 

42705 

C  Palmer 

Southampton 

ZOO 

42708 

M  Oakley 

Southampton 

1.50 

42601 

A  Seker*ogJu 

Si  Johnstone 

42901 

A  Sinters 

Tottenham  Hcaspi* 

3.00 

42802 

O  Andarttei 

Tottenham  Hotspur 

3.00 

42803 

R  Fax 

Toaenham  Hotspui 

ZOO 

42804 

D  Howafc 

Tottenham  Holspur 

ZOO 

42805 

D  GJnote 

Totten! miii  Hotspur 

aoo 

EBarfeonlc 

West  Ham  United 

2.50 

42902 

S  Loams 

West  Hem  United 

2X0 

42903 

J  Honour 

West  Ham  United 

ZOO 

43001 

REorte 

Vflrrttedon 

4X0 

43002 

NArrfloy 

Wimbledon 

ZOO 

43003 

VJtifitf 

Whnbtadon 

200 

4290* 

H  Hughes 

Wimbledon 

ZOO 

4300* 

C  Hughs* 

Wimbledon 

1X0 

1 
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Code 

Diane 

•  .Team 

Pite8£m| 

5X101 

B  Dodds 

Aberdeen 

4.00 

50201 

1  Wright 

Amend 

7X0 

50202 

D  Bcrgkamp 

Araanal 

8X0 

50301 

D  Yorko 

Aston  VHa 

soo 

50302 

SCoSymora 

Aston  VBa 

soo 

50303 

SBEoaeirtc 

Aslan  VBa 

3X0 

50401 

GHrlstov 

Bametey 

1X0 

50402 

JHen*» 

Barnsley 

1X0 

511GZ 

Award 

Barnsley 

2X0 

50403 

CMarcete 

Bentley 

1X0 

KGaDacher 

Blackburn  Hovers 

5X0 

60502 

M  DshBn 

Btaekbum  Hovara 

4X0 

' _ 

•  •  V 

50503 

C  Sutton 

Btacktsum  Rovers. 

600 

50802 

N  Blake 

Botton  Wanderers 

3.5C 

50603 

P  Beardsley 

Botton  Wanda  ers 

Z0C 

53003 

D  Hotdsaortti 

Bokon  Wanderers 

30C 

51601 

D  Jackson 

Ceftic 

4.00 

50703 

T  Johnson 

Celtic 

2.50 

50704 

S  DormoHy 

Celtic 

4.50 

50705 

H  Lorsson 

Celtic 

4X0 

50801 

GZota 

Chetaea 

7X0 

50802 

M  Hughes 

Chetaea 

5.00 

50901 

D  Dublin 

Coventry  Ctty 

5X0 

50902 

0  Huckorby 

Coventry  City 

2X0 

50803 

51001 

N  Whelan 

N  Shlppertey 

Covertoy  Ctty 

Crystal  Palace 

ZOO 

1.50 

51003 

51004 

BDyar 

MPadovano 

Crystal  Palace 

Crystal  Palace 

200 

Z50 

51101 

D  Sturridge 

Derby  County 

4.00 

51103 

F  Batano 

Derby  County 

4.50 

51104 

□  Burton 

Derby  County 

1X0 

51105 

P  Wonchopa 

Derby  County 

3.50 

51201 

A  McLaren 

Dundee  Umtod 

3.00 

51202 

KOftrtsaon 

Dundee  United 

400 

51301 

G  Britton 

Durrfermkne 

ZOO 

51401 

D  Ferguson 

Everton 

4.00 

51402 

N  Barmby 

Everton 

3.00 

51404 

DCadamwtari 

Everton 

Z50 

51501 

J  Robertson 

Hearts 

3. 50 

51502 

JHomOtan 

Hearts 

300 

51802 

S  Crawford 

Hibernian 

3.00 

51701 

P  Wright 

A  Mitchell 

Kilmarnock 

5X0 

51702 

Kilmarnock 

Z50 

51801 

J  KoseeCbatnk 

Leeds  United 

3.00 

51803 

R  Wallace 

Leeds  United 

3-50 

51804 

HKawoli 

Leeds  United 

ZOO 

51B01 

SCtaridge 

Leicester  Qty 

Z50 

51002 

£  Hesfcey 

Leicester  City 

4.50 

51900 

IH«tia8 

Leicester  City 

2X0 

51904 

G  Fenton 

Leicester  City 

2X0 

52001 

R  Fowler 

Liverpool 

aoo 

52002 

P  Berger 

Liverpool 

300 

5PQPT 

K  Rtedte 

Liverpool 

4.50 

52004 

M  Owen 

Liverpool 

450 

52101 

O  SoMjw 

Manchester  United 

7X0 

52102 

T  Shoringham 

Manchester  United 

7.00 

52103 

PSchotea 

Mancheeter  United 

6.00 

52201 

OCoyle 

Motherwell 

3.00 

jjgans> 

T  Coyne 

Motherwell 

3.00 

52301 

A  Shearer 

Newcastle  United 

10.00 

52303 

FAaprfla 

Newcastle  United 

6X0 

52304 

JTomaason 

Newcastle  United 

ZOO 

52401 

MNegrt 

Rangers 

8X0 

52402 

SRozentad 

Rangers 

3.50 

52403 

G  Duria 

Rangers 

Sheffield  Wednesday 

3.00 

52501 

A  Booth 

3.00 

50702 

POi  Canto 

Sheffield  Wednesday 

3.00 

52S03 

52701 

R 

Sheffield  Wednesday 
Southampton 

2.00 

700 

52502 

D  Hfcat 

Southampton 

2X0 

52702 

EOateratad 

Southamjxoo 

4.00 

52704 

K  Davie* 

Southampton 

3.50 

52801 

GCreoyta 

St  Johnstone 

1  SO 

52602 

R  Grant 

SI  Johnstone 

1X0 

52801 

S  tvursen 

Tottenham  Hotspur 

3X0 

52302 

L  Ferdinand 

Tottenham  Hotspur 

7X0 

52802 

C  Armstrong 

Tottenham  Hotspur 

350 

52803 

JDambguaa 

Tottenham  Hotspur 

3.00 

52901 

JHartson 

West  Ham  Unfaij 

4X0 

52902 

PKHson 

West  Ham  Untied 

3.00 

52903 

IDowto 

West  Ham  Unit  ad 

1.50 

S3001 

U  Gayle 

EEkoku 

Wimbledon 

4.00 

53002 

Wimbledon 

4X0 

53004 

CCort 

Wimbledon 

3X0 

iNAGERS^;gi§ 

mmm 

00102 

AMUer 

Aberdeen 

1X0 

60201 

A  Wenger 

Amend 

5.00 

60301 

BUttie 

Aston  W»a 

2X0 

80401 

D  Wilson 

Barnsley 

0  50 

60501 

R  Hodgson 

Btaekbum  Rovers 

3X0 

80601 

CTodd 

Botton  Wanderers 

1X0 

60701 

W  Jansen 

Cette 

4X0 

60801 

RGuIBt 

3.50 

60801 

61001 

61101 

61201 

GSttachan 

T  McLean 

Coventry  Qty 

Crystal  Pataca 

Derby  Courtiy 

Dundee  LMted 

1.00 

0.75 

Z50 

ZOO 

61301 

B  Paten 

Dunfermline 

1X0 

61401 

HKendaS 

Everton 

zoo 

81501 

J  Jofteria* 

Hearts 

61601 

61 70 1 

JDUTty 

BWBomson 

Hibernian 

Kfenairnck 

2.00 

1.00 

61801 

G  Graham 

Leeds  United 

61901 

MONaW 

Leicester  Qty 

2X0 

82001 

R  Evens 

Lherpool 

62101 

82201 

A  Ferguson 

AMcGtteh 

Manchester  Untted 
Mothenvefl 

5X0 

62901 

KDtagflah 

Newcastle  United 

68401 

62502 

W  Smith 

R  Atkinson 

Rangers 

Sheffield  Wednesday 

5.00 

D  Jones 

Southampton 

PStunock 

St  Johnstone 

C  Grass 

Tottenham  Hotspur 

62901 

HRhdlcttepp 

Wes!  Ham  United 

63001 

JKintieaf 

Wimbledon 

2.00. 
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SWIMMING 


Hickman 
in  need 
of  a  timely 

reminder 


By  Craig  Lord 


A  DEBILITATING  case  of 
food  poisoning,  suffered  just 
before  the  European  champi¬ 
onships  in  Spain  fast  summer, 
has  left  James  Hickman,  of 
Stockport,  with  plenty  on  his 
plate  at  the  British  champion¬ 
ships  in  Sheffield  over  the  next 
four  days. 

Hickman.  21.  the  world 
short-course  champion  over 
200  metres  butterfly,  had  to 
withdraw  from  the  European 
competition  in  Seville  because 
of  a  stomach  upset  and  has  yet 
to  qualify  for  the  world  long- 
course  championships,  in 
Perth.  Australia,  from  Janu¬ 
ary  8-18. 

Sheffield  will  provide  two 
more  encounters  with  Stephen 
Parry,  of  Liverpool,  who  won 
the  bronze  medal  in  the  200 
metres  butterfly  in  Seville,  and 
qualified  for  ftrth,  while  a 
sickly  Hickman  watched  from 
the  side.  The  dock,  though, 
will  be  the  only  measure  of 
how  well  the  Stockport  swim¬ 
mer  has  handled  a  summer  of 
disappointment  and  his  subse¬ 
quent  decision  to  split  from  his 
coach.  Dave  Calleja. 

Victory  is  not  enough. 
Hickman's  best  times  of  the 
season  are  54.46sec  over  100 
metres  and  Imin  5*J.59sec  over 
200  metres,  both  inside  the 
times  he  needs.  However, 
those  efforts  came  before  July, 
and  only  times  set  since  then 
count. 

Hickman  announced  on 
Tuesday  that  the  “differences 
and  disputes"  between  himself 
and  Caileja  had  reached  “a 
point  at  which  a  return  is  very 


Hickman:  pressure 


unlikely"  A  row  at  a  training 
camp  in  the  United  Stales  in 
October  led  to  Hickman  re¬ 
turning  early  to  Britain,  and 
Caileja  has  beat  absent  from 
work  through  illness  since 
then. 

CalJqa  has  ruled  himself 
out  from  being  a  coach  at  the 
world  championships,  which 
will  mean  that  Graeme  Smith, 
the  Olympic  bronze  medal- 
winner  in  the  1500  metres 
freestyle  last  year,  will  com¬ 
pete  in  a  senior  international 
for  the  first  time  without  his 
coach  present 

While  Calleja  is  absent  from 
work,  his  assistant,  Sean  Kel¬ 
ly.  is  coaching  Hickman  and 
Smith. 

Hickman  said:  ”I*ve  done  a 
solid  block  of  work  just  lately 
and  I'm  confident  111  be  in 
Path.  Its  been  a  difficult  rime 
for  me  and  I’m  just  trying  to 
focus  on  the  races  ahead  and 
block  out  the  diversions 
around  that" 

Although  22  British  swim¬ 
mers  have  already  booked 
their  tickets  to  Australia,  there 
are  29  chances  for  others  to 
qualify  in  Sheffield,  a  statistic 
that  provides  Deryk  Snelling. 
the  national  performance  di¬ 
rector.  with  plenty  of  room  for 
improving  overall  standards. 
While  there  are  world-class 
performers,  such  as  Smith, 
Paul  Palmer  and  Mark  Foster 
on  the  team.  Britain  is  yet  to 
find  swimmers  fast  enough  to 
meet  qualification  standards 
for  Perth  in  ten  out  of  the  26 
individual  events  for  men  and 
women.  The  tough  targets 
were  set  by  British  officials 
keen  to  raise  standards. 

Among  those  close  to  debut 
senior  selection  is  Melanie 
Marshall.  15,  one  of  the  most 
promising  talents  in  Britain. 
Perhaps  the  uniuckiest  com¬ 
petitor  of  last  summer.  Mar¬ 
shal),  of  Boston.  Smith 
Lincolnshire,  was  among  the 
top  four  over  100  metres 
freestyle,  but  was  omitted 
from  the  relay  for  Seville.  She 
subsequently  anchored  the 
national  junior  4  x  100  metres 
freetyle  team  to  a  surprise 
victory  over  Germany  at  the 
European  junior  champion¬ 
ships. 
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Sheikh  Mohammed,  right,  proudly  displays  his  dual  classic  winner.  Balanchine,  at  his  A1  Quoz  stables  in  Dubai-  Photograph:  Edward  Whittaker 


The  casual  observer  of 
horseracing  in  Britain  is 
aware  of  one  detail  above  all 
others:  that  owning  a  race¬ 
horse  involves  huge  cost  A  race¬ 
horse  is  a  symbol  of  status.  Those 
who  own  more  than  others  are 
simply  richer,  and  Sheikh  Moham¬ 
med.  whose  investment  in  British 
racing  is  unparalleled  in  Turf  hist¬ 
ory,  is  the  richest  sugar-daddy  of 
them  all. 

The  Crown  Prince  of  Dubai  and 
his  brothers  are  possessed  of  immea¬ 
surable  wealth,  yet  their  involve¬ 
ment  in  racing  could  not  be  farther 
removed  from  the  common  percep¬ 
tion.  Their  love  of  the  game  runs 
deep:  racing  is  an  addiction  only 
properly  understood  by  the  afflicted. 

It  is  because  their  involvement 
over  20  years  has  been  anything  bur 
superficial  that  their  influence  has 
become  all-embracing.  In  the  short 
term,  their  withdrawal  would  result 
in  thousands  of  lost  jabs,  with 
plummeting  values  in  bloodstock.  In 
the  longer  term,  it  would  consign 
British  racing,  the  envy  of  the  world, 
to  die  lower  divisions.  Indeed,  ir  is 
thanks  to  the  Maktoum  family  that 
the  quality  of  British  raring  has 
defied  the  lamentable  rewards  on 
offer,  itself  the  cause  of  Sheikh 
Mohammed’s  unrest 
If  anything,  their  patronage  has 
served  to  camouflage  British 
racing’s  many  ills.  The  tortuous 
prize-money  debate  has  long  blight¬ 
ed  racehorse  ownership.  The  ram- 
plaint  is  repeatedly  voiced  by 
thousands  of  “small”  owners  who 


Sport  of  kings  at  risk 
from  ire  of  a  Sheikh 


drop  away  every  year.  Who  can 
really  believe  that  British  raring  is 
seriously  underfunded  when  young 
and  untried  horses  are  selling  for 
millions  at  auction?  Who  really 
cares?  In  this  respect,  the  sport  is  like 
the  proverbial  dumb  blonde:  the 
problem  is  not  attracting  interest  but 
sustaining  it  beyond  introductions. 

This  fault  within  the  sport  may 
have  seismic  ramifications.  A  with¬ 
drawal  by  the  Maktoums  —  assum¬ 
ing  that  they  dispersed  their  stock  — 
would  flood  die  market  with  blood¬ 
lines  rendered  precious  in  today's 
environment  only  by  their  scarcity. 
The  value  of  every  single  thorough¬ 
bred  would  crash  overnight  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  regal  broodmares  would  be 
sold  abroad,  their  progeny  destined 
to  race  on  foreign  Adds,  and  the 
painstaking  repatriation  of  stallion 
blood  lost  to  the  United  States,  initi¬ 
ated  by  Robert  Sangster  in  the  1970s 
and  accelerated  by  the  Maktoums, 
would  dissolve  once  again. 

As  for  yearling  prices,  the 
Maktoums’  influence  has  long  deter¬ 
mined  whether  “select"  auctions 
succeed  or  fail.  During  the  Gulf 
War.  their  non-appearance  at  Tatter- 
sails  left  domestic  breeders  with 


Julian  Muscat  on  the 
likely  consequences  of  the 
Maktoums'  withdrawal 
from  British  racing 


their  heads  in  a  financial  noose. 
Gone  will  be  the  pleasure  of  watch¬ 
ing  the  best  North  American-bred 
yearlings  that  the  Maktoums  annu¬ 
ally  import;  gone  will  be  the  know¬ 
ledge  that  the  toughest  champion¬ 
ship  races  are  staged  in  Britain. 

Of  course,  the  Maktoums1  over¬ 
whelming  presence  has  incubated  its 
own  problems.  From  a  vastly  differ¬ 
ent  cultural  background,  they  engen¬ 
der  no  affinity  among  the  public. 
They  constitute  the  ruling  family  of 
Dubai,  uninhibited  by  financial 
constraints,  initially  unaccustomed 
to  the  rhythms  of  the  sport  No  effort 
was  made  by  British  raring  officials 
to  embrace  them  on  their  arrival. 
They  have  been  misunderstood  for 
too  long  to  redress  this  unfortunate 
stand-off. 

In  terms  of  their  public  face,  the 
Maktoums  have  been  badly  advised. 


Sheikh  Mohammed’s  early  ventures 
saw  him  purchase  virtually  any 
good  racehorse.  What  the  family  saw 
as  their  right  amounted  to  unpalat¬ 
able  excess  in  establishment  eyes. 
Only  in  the  past  four  years  has 
Sheikh  Mohammed  emerged  from 
his  bodyguards  to  reveal  himself  a 
true  lover  of  the  thoroughbred. 

ft  is  a  facet  of  bis  character  that 
should  have  been  conveyed  earlier: 
Even  now.  as  he  authorises  the 
words  that  shake  the  foundations  of 
a  multibillion-pound  industry,  he 
does  so  through  an  aide.  How  much 
better  to  have  spoken  them  himself. 
to  have  denounced  bookmakers 
personally,  to  have  raised  a  snule 
when  giving  an  assurance  that  he  is 
not  quite  down  to  his  last  three 
camels. 

At  some  stage,  almost  everyone 
involved  on  a  small  scale  has  voiced 
criticisms  of  the  Maktoums*  domi-  - 
nance.  These  sentiments  are  largely 
bom  of  frustration  and  immediately 
seized  upon  by  a  hungry  media.  Very 
few  would  be  pleased  to  see  the  Mak¬ 
toums  depart.  Indeed,  how  much 
worse  it  would  be  if  runners  from 
Sheikh  Mohammed’s  Godolphin 
stable,  based  in  the  deserts  of  Dubai. 


jetted  in  to  Britain  to  plunder  the 
championship  races. 

Godolphin,  now  established  for 
five  years,  marked  the  first  tangible 
sign  that  Sheikh  Mohammed  want¬ 
ed  a  hands-on  influence  over  his 
horses.  He  watches  more  morning 
workouts  than  he  misses.  All  horse- 
lovers  can  empathise  with  that,  but 
Godolphin ’S  successful  exploits  have 
proved  that  the  Maktoums  no  longer 
need  to  patronise  British  raring  for 
their  enjoyment. 

Nor  should  it  be  underestimated 
how  the  Maktoums’  presence  has 
underpinned  Che  rich  historical  fab¬ 
ric  of  British  raring.  The  knowledge 
that  British  raring  is  best  acts  as  a 
magnet  to  others.  Andre  Fabre  and 
Criquelte  Head,  the  leading  trainers 
in  France,  regularly  dispatch  horses 
to  contest  the  British  daisies.  With¬ 
out  the  Maktoums’ investment,  pres¬ 
tigious  British  victories  on  foreign 
pastures  would  seriously  diminish. 
Such  conquests  raise  the  value  of 
horses  exported  from  Britain  —  to 
die  benefit  of  ail  owners. 

British  raring  would  survive  a 
withdrawal,  just  as  it  has  survived 
the  loss  of  other  magnates  in  the 
past  When  assessing  their  contribu¬ 
tion, -the  question  is  whether  one 
-prefersa  more  equitable  distribution  - 
of  top  prizes,  at  huge  cost  to  quality. 
Processions  of  joyous  owners  cele¬ 
brating  mediocrity  can  be  seen  any 
day  —  champions  such  as  Smgspiel 
and  Lammtarra,  Nashwan  and  Oh 
So  Sharp,  Dayjur  and  others  too 
numerous  to  mention,  are  a  much 
rarer  breed. 
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SNOOKER 


Parrott’s  passport  to  victoiy 


JOHN  PARROTT  enhanced 
his  reputation  as  one  of  the 
game’s  most  successful  over¬ 
seas  campaigners  by  beating 
Stephen  Lee  5-3  for  a  place  in 
the  quarter-finals  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  Open  at  the  Atlantis 
Rhein  Hotel  here  yesterday. 

The  1991  world  and  United 
Kingdom  champion,  a  trophy 
winner  in  Malta,  Belgium, 
France,  China,  Monaco.  Thai¬ 
land  and  Dubai,  is  eager  to 
end  the  year  with  his  first  tide 
since  the  European  Open  of 
March  1996. 

He  now  meets  either  Ste¬ 
phen  Hendry,  the  world  No  I, 
or  Jimmy  White,  with  confi¬ 
dence  boosted  by  a  solid 
performance  that  suggested 
he  is  capable  of  pocketing  the 
£50.000  first  prize  and  silenc¬ 
ing  those  who  believe  that 
television  commitments  are 
affecting  his  form.  Parrott. 


From  Phil  Yates  in  bingen 

who  insists  that  is  not  the  case, 
recovered  from  the  loss  of  the 
opening  frame  with  runs  of 
105, 37. 53  and  38  in  moving  3-1 
ahead,  but  Lee.  who  has 
climbed  from  sixteenth  to  thir¬ 
teenth  in  the  Embassy  world 
rankings  (his  season,  pro¬ 
duced  a  counter-attack. 

Lee  compiled  a  72  break  to 
win  the  fifth  frame  in  a  single 
scoring  visit,  drew  level  with  a 
yellow-to-pink  clearance  and 
had  established  a  37-0  advan¬ 
tage  in  the  seventh  when  he 
over  cur  a  tricky  black.  Given 
his  lack  of  table-time.  Parrott 
did  well  to  respond  with  a  73 
clearance  and  he  won  the 
eighth  frame,  a  tactical  affair 
of  54  minutes,  on  the  pink. 

“I  do  really  well  when  my 
passport  comes  out  of  the 
drawer  and  I  think  it*s  because 


there’s  a  lack  of  distractions,” 
Parrott  said.  "There’s  nothing 
to  do  except  practise  . . .  you 
cant  nip  off  and  try  to  back  a 
winner  at  FontwelL" 

Anthony  Hamilton,  the 
world  No  14.  reached  the 
quarter-finals  of  a  world  rank¬ 
ing  event  for  the  first  tune  in 
his  six  years  as  a  professional, 
after  ten  unsuccessful  appear¬ 
ances  in  the  last  16,  beating 
Jason  Ferguson  5-2 
Hamilton,  denied  a  place  in 
the  last  eight  at  the  recent  UK 
championship  when  he  was 
edged  9-8  by  Hendry  after 
leading  S-5,  won  the  firsr  four 
frames  before  wobbling  again. 
“I  am  so  relieved."  Hamilton, 
who  now  meets  John  Higgins, 
said.  "What  happened  against 
Stephen  was  in  my  head.  I 
couldn't  stop  thinking  about  it 
and  that  created  a  lot  of 
pressure.” 
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V  on  BRIDGE 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 

This  hand  illustrates  a  misuse  of  splinters. 

Dealer  South  Love  all  Rubber  bridge 
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♦  s 
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6H 

P*s* 

Doubt* 

All  Pass 

Contract  Si*  Hearts  Doubted,  by  Sooth  Lead:  Eight  of  spades 


I  Act  J9K4,  ttat  a  mating 

I  of  Om  nadteore  of  ik*  aboaa 


rhn  afflev  of  Limit d  CmUa  A 
1  Co,  sUostad  or  30  ETTioarna 
I  Tanac*  CfcoLBoreX  London  w? 
I  617,  an  19th  picaaihre  1997  at 
iaOO  Hr  tt»  puipnaaa  reo»Mad 
la  Santos  99  «  ft  ta  OM 
bnandad  to  fopoaa  moH- 
Ooaa  ax  iflt  aiming  <w area*»» 


opto  n  OMptun.  <Aa  OOMa  of 
i  retting  tha  atnoamat  of 
anla  anfl  cantoaiag  ore 
tog.  &  Uk  of  mam  sad 
Mama  of  tire  Stereo  asp 
nr*,  matron  re  ba  hrepartaoat 
,  tbs  cfScoo  of  Laeaotd  Calls  ft 
Co.  PO  Bex  BBS.  30  ranteimpa 
Trace,  (2nd  nooth  Lcredoa  wa 
ALT,  Ore  noma  of 

10003*1  to  tSOpa  ore  at  rea 


North  was  TCR^  Serb.  Nikita 
Cahursky  —  we  havea  cosmo¬ 
politan  membership.  When  he 
first  heard  about  splinter  bids, 
a  couple  of  years  ago,  he 
thought  they  were  a  type  of 
Balkan  political  manoeuvre, 
but  now  he  misuses  them  at 
the  bridge  table  like  the  rest  of 
us. 

On  this  hand.  North's  Four 
Diamonds  was  a  splinter, 
showing  a  singleton  diamond 
and  gcod  trump  support-  It 
would  have  been  better  to  bid 
Two  Spades  on  the  first  round 
—  you  should  not  make  a 
splinter  bid  if  you  have  a 
strong  side-suit.  As  it  went. 
North  was  conscious  that  he 
might  have  understated  his 
playing  strength;  so  he  pro¬ 
pelled  his  side  into  a  contract 
that  was  against  the  odds  —  it 
needed  hearts  to  behave  as 


well  as  something  else  favour¬ 
able. 

The  intrepid  proprietor  was 
West  His  double  looks  crazy, 
but  worked  well.  Declarer 
won  the  spade  in  dummy  and 
played  a  diamond.  Sitting 
East,  I  won  and  switched  to  a 
club.  Declarer  took  the  ace 
and  now  had  to  deride  how  to 
play  the  hearts.  After  a  heart 
to  the  long,  he  eventually 
decided  to  finesse,  and  so  the 
contract  went  two  off. 

He  probably  thought 
"Would  anyone  be  idiotic 
enough  to  double  with  Q  x  of 
trumps?"  What  he  should 
have  thought  was  “Is  a  double 
on  Q  x  of  trumps  more  or  less 
likely  than  a  double  on  a 
singleton  trump?” 

Against  this  particular  op¬ 
ponent  that  would  have 
indicated  the  winning  fine. 


Keene  on  chess 


By  Raymond  Keene 

•  CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

Fide  championship 

In  the  first  round  of  the  Fide 
(World  Chess  Federation} 
championship  in  Groningen, 
Holland,  Peter  Wells,  of  Eng¬ 
land,  got  off  to  a  poor  start 
losing  the  first  game  (of  two)  in 
his  match  against  Boris 
Alterman.  of  Israel.  If  he  is  to 
progress  further  in  this  knock¬ 
out  event  he  must  now  level 
the  scores  by  winning  the 
second  game  and  thus  forcing 
a  speed  play-off.  Other  players 
similarly  in  danger  of  a  quick 
elimination  include  peter 
Leko.  18,  of  Hungary,  who  lost 
his  first  game  against  Roman 
Slobodjan,  of  Germany,  and 
the  only  ex-world  champion  in 
the  field.  Vassily  Smyslov,  76. 
who  went  down  to  Alexander 
Morozevich.  of  Russia. 

In  the  following  game. 
Whitens  central  breakthrough 
establishes  a  powerful  passed 
pawn  on  b7  which  enables 
him  to  manoeuvre  into  a 
mnning  endgame. 

White  Boris  Alterman 
Black:  Peter  Wells 
Groningen.  December  1997 
Nimzo-IndUn  Defence 

»  N® 


6  Nge2  d*c4 

7  Bxc4  e5  1 
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10  M  B15  □  Raymond  Keene  writes  on 
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867  section  on  Saturday. 


14  Ral 

15  Bxa7 

16  Nf4 

17  Nh5 

18  Qxh5 

19  Qg4 

20  Radi 

21  Qh4 

22  QM 

23  (25 

24  dxc6 

25  ocb7 
28  Rxdl 

27  Ba6 

28  RdB 

29  Kh2 

30  Nd5 

31  Rxd5 

32  Rd6 

33  b4 

34  Rc6 

35  8x57 

36  Rc5 

37  ftcc8+ 

38  84 

39  ,b5 

40  Qe3 

41  g3 

42  QeB+ 

43  Qe4+ 

44  04 

45  a5 
40  054 
Blacfe  resigns 


Diagram  of  final  position 
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gACING:  BHB  URGED  TO  SUBMIT  PERSUASIVE  ARGUMENT  TO  SECURE  CUT  IN  BETTING  DUTY 

overtaxation  claim 


SPORT  47 


By  Richard  Evans 

RACING  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  GOVERNMENT  react¬ 
ed  last  rught  to  the  Maktoums' 
threat  to  withdraw  from  Brit¬ 
ish  ranng  by  insisting  that  the 
level  of  taxation  is  not 
major  problem  facing  the 
sport.  "We  do  not  see  taxation 
as  the  major  issue  here  and  we 
do  not  believe  the  industry  is 
overtaxed.”  a  Treasury 
spokeswoman  said. 

In  his  Gimcrack  speech. 
Sheikh  Mohammed  insisted 
the  Goverinmenr  extracted 
from  racing  —  via  betting  duty 
T  *"“£  money  than  was 
justifiable  or  sustainable.  He 
said  the  Government  had  to  be 
persuaded  to  reduce  the 
present  betting  duty  rate  of 
6.75  per  cent. 


HUGH  ROUTLEDGE 


Nap:  Gold  Pigeon 

(1.55  Market  Rasen) 

Gold  Pigeon  showed  enough 
on  her  seasonal  reappearance 
arGaneridc  recently  to  suggest 
she  should  he  winning  soon. 
TO?  rapsuicni  stayer  looks  to 
1  have  an  ideal  opportunity  over 
this  extended.  3'a  miles.  - 

Next  Best:  Wade  Road 

(2-55  Market  Rasen)-' 


If  The  Treasury  maintains  its 
stance  the  departure  of  the 
Maktoums  appears  inevita¬ 
ble,  with  the  loss  of  hundreds 
of  jobs.  However,  the  Trea¬ 
sury  official  did  offer  a  glim¬ 
mer  of  hope.  “This  is  a 
listening  Government"  she 
said. 

“In  his  pre-Budger  report 
last  week  the  Chancellor 
asked  for  a  national  debate  on 
various  fiscal  issues,  one  of 
which  is  taxation.  If  the  horse 
racing  fraternity  feels  that 
there  are  any  specific  prob¬ 
lems  with  regard  to  taxation 
we  would  be  more  than  happy 
to  hear  those  concerns." 

Accordingly,  the  British 
Horseradng  Board  (BHB)  is 
in  rhe  process  of  drawing  up 
its  pre-Budget  submission  in 
which  it  will  urge  Gordon 
Brown,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  cut  betting  duty 


Sing  spiel,  whose  big-race  victories  included  the  Juddmonte  International  at  York,  was  the  standard  bearer  for  Sheikh  Mohammed  this  year 


and  transfer  the  money  to 
racing’s  coffers  via  die  levy. 
Instead  of  taking  6.75  pence 
out  of  the  nine  pence  deducted 
from  every  £1  bet.  the  BHB 
will  urge  the  Government  to 
take  five  pence  -  with  the  1.75 
pence  difference  going  to  the 
levy.  Thar  would  be  worth  an 
extra  £77  million  a  year  to 
racing. 

John  Greenway,  the  outgo¬ 
ing  chairman  of  the  all-party 
parliamentary  racing  commit¬ 
tee,  stressed:  "There  is  a 
serious  imbalance  in  the 
money  that  goes  to  the  Trea¬ 
sury  and  cash  that  goes  to 


racing.  The  Treasury  has  got 
to  understand  that  it  has  a 
vested  interest  in  maintaining 
the  quality  of  the  racing  prod¬ 
uct  and  that  puls  real  pressure 
on  the  quality  of  the  BHB 
submission  and  the  level  of 
support  that  submission  gets 
in  parliament" 

Lord  Wakeham.  chairman 
of  the  BHB.  said  yesterday 
that  racing,  the  Government 
and  the  betting  industry  “ig¬ 
nore  at  their  collective  peril" 
Sheikh  Mohammed's  forth¬ 
right  views,  given  the  level  of 
investment  by  the  Maktoums 
during  the  past  20  years. 


He  endorsed  Sheikh  Mo¬ 
hammed’s  belief  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  extracted  from 
radng.  via  betting  duty,  more 
money  than  was  justifiable  or 
sustainable  in  the  long  term. 

Tristram  Ricketts,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  BHB,  said  after 
racing’s  budget  submission 
was  sent  to  the  Treasury  that 
they  would  seek  a  meeting 
with  the  Chancellor  “to  ram 
home  the  message".  . 

The  hardest  task  the  indus¬ 
try  faces  is  persuading  the 
Government  how  radng  is 
suffering  financially  when 
bloodstock  prices  are  rocket¬ 


ing  and  individuals  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  spend  ZS  million 
guineas  on  a  foal.  The  best 
hope  may  be  for  the  BHB  to 
widen  the  debate  beyond  the 
issue  of  how  much  Govern¬ 
ment  receives  from  betting 
duty  —  and  to  examine  the  big 
bookmakers’  part  in  the  finan¬ 
cial  equation. 

Interestingly,  the  Treasury’ 
spokeswoman  was  at  pains  to 
point  out  last  night  that 
Sheikh  Mohammed  had 
raised  other  issues  apart  from 
how  much  the  Government 
received  —  notably  die  book¬ 
makers'  record  profits. 


The  best  hope  for  radng  will 
be  if  Robin  Cook,  the  Foreign 
Secretary’,  takes  up  the 
cudgels.He  possesses  a  wide 
knowledge  of  radng  and 
would  recognise  some  of  the 
twaddle  which  was  spouted 
yesterday  by  various  book¬ 
making  representatives  —  no¬ 
tably  David  Hood  of  William 
Hill.  “We  already  contribute 
about  33  per  cent  of  our  profits 
from  racing  to  rhe  levy,  equiv¬ 
alent  to  about  £17  million  a 
year."  he  said,  conveniently 
forgetting  that  the  punter  — 
not  William  Hill  —  pays  the 
levy. 


Arab  departure 
would  have 
seismic  impact 


By  Chris  McGrath 


RACING  is  not  immune  to 
petty  jealousies,  and  there 
will  doubtless  be  those 
whose  fancy  is  now  tickled 
by  the  sudden  anguish  of 
rivals  privileged,  over  rhe 
past  20  years,  to  have  en¬ 
joyed  the  patronage  of  the 
Maktoum  brothers.  If  the 
sheikhs  finally  despair  of 
their  Sisyphean  financial 
labour,  however,  the  shock 
will  be  absorbed  down  to  the 
very  grass  roots  of  the 
British  Turf. 

The  Maktoums.  as  own¬ 
ers  of  much  die  biggest  stake 
m  the  sport,  provide  its 
economic  centre  of  gravity. 
While  Newmarket  would 
not  quite  become  a  ghost 
town  overnight,  those  work¬ 
ing  for  the  family  yesterday 
warned  that  its  departure 
would  haw  a  seismic  impact 
on  one  of  Britain's  ten 
biggest  industries. 

Some  stables,  such  as 
those  of  John  Gosden  and 
Ed  Dunlop,  are  virtually 
private  operations.  More 
typical  is  the  medium-sized 
yard  of  David  Motley, 
whose  string  of  around  45 
horses  last  season  included 
23  owned  by  Sheikh 
Hamdan.  “If  the  Maktoums 
were  to  leave,  it  would  have 
desperate  consequences  not 
just  for  Newmarket  but  also 
for  places  like  Lam  bourn 
and  Arundel."  Mortey  said. 

“They  have  got  several 
hundred  horses  in  training, 
and  then  there  are  all  the 
people  working  on  their 
studs.  It  would  haw  a  huge 
impact:  it  wouid  be  a 
disaster  —  but  I  couldn't 
blame  them  in  the  slightest 
In  fact  I’m  amazed,  given 
the  pathetic  prize-money  in 
this  country,  that  they  have 
been  so  patient  for  so  long. 

“They  have  done  the  most 
enormous  amount  of  good 
for  our  raring.  It  is  the 
Maktoums  who  haw  kept 
the  standard  so  high.  Think 


of  ail  the  Inp-dass  horses  the 
public  has  enjoyed,  and  the 
employment  l  hey  Ye  created. 
I  just  hope  that  people  will 
sit  up  and  pay  attention  to 
what  they  Ye  said. 

“If  they  do  go,  the  British 
Horseracing  Board  would 
have  nobody  to  blame  hut 
themselves.  They  keep 
blaming  the  GovemmenL 
but  nobody  else  running  a 
business  expects  to  be  subsi¬ 
dised.  The  BHB  has  been 
complacent  and  apathetic." 

Other  members  of  the 
Maktoum  camp  were  less 
forthright,  but  equally  anx¬ 
ious  to  see  an  energetic 
response  to  Sheikh  Moham¬ 
med’s  warnings.  Some  were 
especially  chilled  by  the 
passage  in  his  speech  thar 
lamented  how  their  children 
cnuld  not  be  expected  —  as 
had  been  envisaged  for  so 
long  —  to  follow  in  their 
fathers'  footsteps. 

“They  find  the  derisory 
levels  of  prize-money  ex¬ 
traordinary."  one  of  the 
senior  members  of  the 
Maktoum  team  observed. 
“When  25  horses,  costing  a 
fortune,  compete  for  six 
grand  in  a  Newmarket 
maiden,  it  hecomes  some¬ 
thing  of  a  theatre  of  the 
absurd.  They  are  acutely 
aware  of  that." 

He  added  that  these  pres¬ 
sures.  together  with  the  need 
to  rationalise  the  Maktoum 
empire  after  the  unre¬ 
strained  boom  years  of  its 
foundation,  have  enhanced 
the  logic  of  Sheikh  Moham¬ 
med's  Godolphin  revolu¬ 
tion. 

The  Dubai  enterprise  ap¬ 
pealed  equally  to  the 
Sheikh's  pride  in  his  own 
cultural  heritage,  and  to  his 
personal  dynamism  — 
which,  as  has  now  become 
obvious,  is  so  frustrated  by  a 
lack  of  corresponding  cha¬ 
risma  in  those  running  (lie 
British  sport. 


1 .00  Simply 
1 .30  Grey  Shot 
2.05  Glanctae 


THUNDERER 

2.35  Torch  Vert 
3.05  Steeple  Jack 

3.35  JONG  OF  THE  DAWN  (nap) 


Timekeeper’s  top  rating:  1.00  THE  HINDER. 


GOING.  GOOD  (GOOD  TO  SOFT  IN  PUCES) 
TOTE  JACKPOT  MEETING 


SIS 


1.00  POST  BAG  SELLING  HURDLE 

1.21.889  2m  31 110yd)  (16  timers) 


!C1  15384>  FWEMXY  HOUSE  Z3  |BF,S)  fffc  SBwtt*}  U  Pipe 8-11-12  .  E  Sent  (Si 

ill  CMJWP5  RQ9E-8  14  ICfil  iMc  J  tang)  L  faring  7-11-7  . .  MGrtBIhs  (7) 

10:  1374-2P  VA  inu  14  (Bff.Cf.Qi  I A  Souchl  U  Pftn  9-11-5  .  . .  A  P  McCoy 

104  01-F403  BRIGHT  ECUPSE  56  (Fj  (Mrs  G  Gofttasdl  R  Eras  4- ID-1? _ _  JFraS 

105  .8434-0  JAY  EM  ESS  183 IM  Ander-ow  A  Hgfifa$  8-10-12 -  S  State  (7) 

1(4  P32R-HP  LOFTY DEED ?  |S)  (Mn l  Aaol  Ws C Hds 7-1812  . . RBdtay 

?i?:  ON  TW  CARDS i.Vea Oota fesafll  RBrafera  4-1812  . - _ Sflictai 

106  0842-4  PALACE  PARADE  Z7  Eato&ra  Tool  Ltd)  A  Hobbs  M0-13  ..  —  A  Thorton 

109  FTC-  PLUVU5  242P  (W  Qudievj  C  Haidev  5-10-1?  KHrato«*(71 

rid  SW83  R0U.ABW 15 1* Stomiul M Sataan 6-1&-1?  -  C Webb (5) 

111  '2233P-  SJWLY 286  (F.G.S)  <P GMoe)  U  MadgatO  9-10-12  . .  BFenUW 

M7  JFF-AP  STONDCNGE  SAW  IS  i  Mate  5-10-12  .  .  CUmtefiyi 

n»  2-525?  THE  MWJER  14  fiCD.S|  (G&tartri  S  Ewarts  181HJ  .  DWterp) 

U4  3S606P  C00CH1E  7  (B.C.F)6McCa«si4«!)Rftte8t87  - - V  Stttory 

115  26F40-0  LWELAHK  24  (H B*b^»  R Brathston  8-10-7  - .  LHmy 

116  068000  SPLASH DFBLAKBSY 15  |S F®>SKw*t&-10-7 -  J&ftnty 

BOTINS:  3-1  Tip  Mnfcr  100-30  VI  ISu.  13-2  Bright  Edpie  0-1  Fnendv  House,  ftaae-8. 12-7  ofttR. 

1996  HARRY 6-17-12  0  3 Bud**  (me In) D  EntSeB  9 an  .  . 


75 


FORMFOCUS 


■v 


- ,  House  puUed  up  in  novice  hamtap  chase  a]  Newton 

Abbot  ftm  51 110yd.  sod):  previously  61 3rd  oi  9  to  Alice's  l*nw 

_  in  hnftcap  fatfla  a  Newton  Abbot  (2m  tl.  tew).  Va  UUf  (Hdtaf 

up  in  selling  hamficap  hurdle  a)  tfttoveter  (2m.  good);  previously  l»l  2nd  d  e  to  Harrison  in 
timkae  hurtle  a  Emu  (2m  3t.  good  to  «#).  atattelpse  3Vtl  3nt « It  to  Northern  Owns  tn 
selling  handicap  huidto  al  Txetton  (2m  if.  good  to 

Em  Ess  3W  <lh  ol  16  IP  E*Hrt  - - 

In  irrm>  Rod  Again  221  3nf  of  ._  - - 

110yd  colli  willt  Stonehenge  Sam  (levels)  pulled  up  — „  . - ,-  -  - r  -  — -  - 

-  -•  - * - *-  •“  '‘fessl  SbwJ  in  tomScap  hurtle  a 

.w..  — .  - - - - -  handicap  hurdle  a  Taunton  (2m  31 

110yd  nootf)  wlh  Roae-B  (lOfb  worse  of!)  121  Mi  Lmreferk  641  7th  ol  11  to  hfebw  Shore  to  mares 
tandiop  fade  A  ieiceste*  IZm  4t  liOyd.  mod  to  sofl).  Splash  01  Bteteney  9®  9th  of16  to 
Shrng  Tei  in  nonce  hurdle  A  Chepstow  (2m  4f  ITOyd.  so#) 

VA  IfiU  an  badly  lad  tune  bur  a  the  pick  on  hh  eaiBer  efforts  _ 


unton  (2m  if.  good  to  tom)  wflti  Coochie  llOU)  bettor  oflT  241  «h  Jay 
artSeymoui  in  seJbng  handicap  bunlle  a  Utoxtef  (2m  4fli0yd.  good 
f  rt  12  To  MoonrakH  S  Mirage  n  sefflra  hurdle  al  Chepstow  (2m  41 
I  up  in  handicap  chase  A 


1 .30  SOMERSET  COUNTY  GAZETTE  NOVICES  HURDLE 

«f4  039  2m  71)  (14  nmnersj 

Ol  ATtANITC  t»T  14  (CD£i  iVattm  FtotoWtoU  B  MUIman  4-1 M  D  Sto  (5i 
®W01  UOQMTAKcR  S  URAGE  15  (S)  (1IWWIB  Kroteinj)  D  Bawdi  6-11-4  P  Howy 
ntio.ra  arm  i  psmct  e  fumsoni  N  An*  M0-12  -  .  . .  H  Greene 


.“•i 

:o; 

T,l 

.us 

.V 

:06 

ro? 

210 

•'ll 

.i: 

“4 


OIP-O?  ACai  PRHCE  6  fl  finsorfl  M I  Ajl*  MM.  -  • 

0-  ANOTHER  BULA  551  iS  Howl  H  Hwc  6-10-12  -  »  s  Dmrtg 

CHAHAVA  TIMOR  852F  (Bl  P  MMR  Stopson  5-10-12  - .  A  Ihontofl  .  - 

042-  CWJJTRV  K SS  243  |BF|  ifi  HI  Ml  HK  - r“iw£?  * 

GREY  «JT  iff  a  Stoll?  f  MM*  .  1fLiv’  n  fcZS?  I 
0  HAUdANERnOR  21  '.CailkWUB  fewffl  G  McCaul  M0-U  ..  D 

OSCAR  ROSE  133  (Mrs  S  t&W  C  Baton  WB  —  I 

5F  RWERS  MASK  150F  (M  Fteagi  J.M»r  W  . w  “ 

50  SfWnNG  CHANCE  28  (»  d  rJlil  hn.,7  citato  B0 

as  MLLAGE  KWG  74  i£  sdaWfc-HWMpPHBtaMO-IZ  C  Ltareta  W 

2P-5J  wuiWiARScKAL  14, Forms  E«rw)  A  Bishop  5-10-1-  GSopptepi 
3WH  MUY  SCALLY  26  ii  A  Ustba  5-10-7  _  ..  .  —  J  CulWy  LS 

dET IMG  i-n  wsv  7-r  Atonic  MsL  1  Kttoaiena.  1<-1  Whir  ’6-1  UoDB*B5 
wHic  4-cr--!  -O-i  Ctw/  vg  jj-1  crhws 

I99&.  VtT  ACAW  a-11-6  D  3i<dB=as  fil-Al  l*  ran 

AmMUtai  Fresh 

A  TAunten  i2i 
Moonrahers 

W,  Grey  Shot  tomtes  sByer. detal 


FORM  FOCUS 


lunate  at  ChepstoA  (2n  41I1M  »t!) 

lui  iace  a :  tYarcesiei  '2m  good' com  _ 

GREY  SHOT  <  wiy  smart  sMyef  on  die  Fla!  aid  mnsl  nn>  he  opposed _ 


2.05  PROPERTY  GAZETTE  NOVICES  HAMWAP  CHASE 


Y1.2.3A1 


‘-.inc  Tj-Ui-tar  V;-  > 
BeTsW, 

i  "r.iu  •  >.‘ci 


117 


2jys  11}  M  rurJisrs) 

12-251F  AB5  w  j  l*!  u  M1-W  C  LkwelyR 

tsss 

51  VPi  HBHTKW  CAWAUER  S  (DSI .  J  CoWy 

^  -  «Gaa 

•aff HgjfSf * ? 3 ^ ^  . . v 

W?F  j  SfA  A-XS  »  _  _ ,  EOTto  9-l0.  Sea  Samp  M. 

•Vvi  S--  S-i ' :*"<'**  'i-:‘  W—  ,D  1  “*“*■ wta,,  1M 

««  E  Husband  pUJ  L  ^  «• 

-  ril  rn,.,,-P™,rp rtn*A Ludlow (2m. good); priwnolr 

T.n.  .'iLr-. i m  n ^furm maes nrnice dsse d  Wmtanton 

FORM  FOCUS  s  mSiS  231  ®  «■  * » T«^  Tbs 

I  ut  1IVI  *  VWV*J  i-1  3-^-0  ^  13|  g^imnet  nonca  hanttap 

?r  s'  J 3".'  4(h  rt  J4  W  d*  Strang  Gale  in  nonce 

*  Si  ajfsl*  s  S  n  to  Eteus  ui  wriselugtcyctoe 

‘  lii  0MB  of)  ts  ah  **&_*«**  ^ 


M*CW  v=- = 
op  , 

t  Mu::  iv  - 

it  T*i’:iy.  1~  '' 


*  sr-V  - •-  D-Wtfte  VtalS  £5J"n  to  Srtwn  Waft  fr»  hendic^  handle  A 

-*'v  '•'"7  >nis  be  gwn-a  chance  to  alone  fff  her  Sit 


103  (12)  0-0432  GOTO  TIES  74  (CDffSAS)  (Uc5  0  Rotoroon)  B  Ml  0-10-0  .  8  Mfefl  (4J  88 


Harecard  number  Dmr  n  bradats.  Sa-dgwe 
ban  iF— SSL  P—  pultad  up.  U  — mealed 
ride.  B— tnuoM  doon  S  —  slipped  ip  Ft  — 
itered.  D  —  AsqoaUiei!)  fare's  name  Days 
store  tel  atom  J  *  imps.  F  I  flat  (B  — 
MrUon. V— war  H  — tad  E-Eytafeut 
C  —  course  ware  D  —  dfcaoca  Miner.  CD  — 


course  red  dU&oce  manpr  BF  —  baen 
teamto  n  latest  are).  Going  on  rrtndi  tare  las 
won  (F— (ton.  good  lo  firm.  bald.  G  —  good 
S— set  good  to  soft  tavyi.  Oares  in  bractets 
Tram  Ageandmlght  RktepksanyahMaica. 
Tbnetafar^  speed  rarg. 


2.35 


M0T0MK6  GAZETTE  HANDICAP  HURDLE 
(£2.880:  3m  110yd)  (11  miners) 

401  SnyFJP  EVER  SMLE  15  (D  LXssrego)  U  P|«  10-11-10 . 0  Wtmarn 

402  2-38253  PEBCY  BRAITHWAITE 20  (F)  (Glass  F5o)  Ita  P Wtafie  5-11-3  MrS0inck(5) 

403  P34025  J0WAI HAN  15  (F.9 (Iks BMtnhauTR (TSUfiiai B-tO-12  ..  .  PHoOey 

404  04P-F11  TORCH  VERT  18^^05)  (P  GiwO  W  Pipe  5-10-10 . APMcGoy 

4®  mm-  PHAREftX  255  (S)  (tta  J  ftirUorfl)  R  Scucon  8-10-7  .  ..  Plfelouto* 

406  ■  33P-15P  COPP®  C01. 15  (D.G.S)  IR Uovd)  R  Bodder  7-10-5 _  SMcMeto 

407  002-311  WELSH  SftK  13  (G^l  (Ite  D  Biatetar)  D  GwdoDo  5-10-4 —  R  (tamreody 

408  32313-4  OEFEMDTHBSALM  H  (S)  (G  Statsgl  fl  Fnri  6-1CM1  .  J  Frost 

«9  5013-22  COWnHYTARQUM  8  S)  (Mbs  C  Janes)  R  fata  5-10-0  .  T  Dascombe 

aiD  -P21P2P  ST  ABUON  LBSUC  5  (FT  O  UODon  Etota  Udl  N  Hato  5-10-0  .  R  Green 

411  233-F28  RUM  CUSTObd  21  (»*s  D  FUdotonl  C  Barrel  1 6-10-0 - ...  BFretoo 


117 

131 

124 

123 

121 

120 


IT. 

91 


LorQ  handicap.  Coutoy  Tanjom  0-12. 9  Mettm  Lreiee  Hi  An  Customer  9-8. 

BFTTM6: 2-1  Touh  Verl.  7-2  Walah  SO.  8-1  P«ey  BbIOmi*.  Jo*o<  Mai.  CoutOy  Taqton.  10-1  Fwr  Smtie. 
12-1  Detondhecotm  14-1  oBwo. 

1098:  ROSJE-fl  6-1041  Mr  R  Thornton  (7-4  to)  N  Babbage  8  an 


Ever  Smle 


up  m  haiditap  lunle  t  Chepflw  (3m.  aB): 

|  nrevwusJy  26l  3rd  ot  4  to  Derring  Bridge  In  hadem  fable  af 

3  Mirim  Rasen  (3m.  good)  Percy  BraHhwaito  beaton  a  aeUnca  last 

of  3  to  Whip  Ibnd  in  iudle  al  Atniree  (2m  110yd.  mad)  Jovial  Man  111  5lh  oM4  to  hor  s  Fiullei 

in  handicap  hunfta  to  Wntfev  (2m  6i  110yd.  good)  vntti  Copper  Co*  (lib  befla  off)  piffled 


Torch  Vert  beat  Ba$H  FTyrei  neck  In  14-names  novice  hurtle  al  Wot  aster  (3m.  soft). 

2nd  to  5  lo  James  The  Fod  m  Imhcap  dace  A  Chepstow  (2m  3 1 1  TOyd.  goad)  Wm  Sift  Deal 

Stormy  Sesskn  neck  m  lO-reona  nowce  hand  cap  hurdle  A  NevAuy  (2m  51.  sot)  DefentflhereaBn 

bcatETi  a  distance  4th  ol  B  to  Dearw's  Beono  in  tend  cap  hurtle  al  Newton  Atom  (2m  61,  sob) 

Courtly  Targiffn  «l  2nd  oMO  to  None  Sbrred  in  handitap  hurtle  al  Fonhrell  (2m  9  f  TOyd.  snfl)  St 

MeCon  Letam  pulled  up  in  handicstoi  hurtle  al  Totrcestor  (3m  soil.  prevtoiBJy  5i  2nd  off  10  lo 

Deoyltotg  m  nswtt  hade  al  Tsaton  (3m  110yd.  good).  Rum  Customer  5BI  fih  ot  \3  to  Dshkeo  tn 

novice  fade  at  Wtrczrfon  (2m  61.  good  to  soli) 

WELSH  SBJC  b  improving  and  rmgtt  be  a  w  ol  value  against  Torch  Veit 


3.05  GAZETTE  SPORT  HANDICAP  CHASE 
(£3.146:  3m)  (8  nmnere) 

SOI  111211U  GALATASOn  JAIC  20  (Off)  (B  Bfarranj  P  toctafc  7-12-0  Ur  J  Tun d  (S) 
23P-422  IIAtMTS  CWBCE  J4  (BJ )JSi  (D  YtaflJ  fl  tew  7-11-8  ._  A  TTWita 
3U1-364  AMBS1  SPARK  B  (R5)  (R  Bfawotoi)  D  EtaWa  8-11-4  B  Ouowortr 
2TVP-P  MAIH84A  GALE  18  (BJFX3)  (R  Scotal  N  Ifikfftell  9-11-2  Stale  tecta  tf) 
U04P-3  SPACE  CAPPA  14  (<»;is)  l*ss  iTSeotans  9-11-1  .  Uss  V  Sttphta 
aW3-  SLVBflNO  257  (DAS)  (S  Burtte)  P  Rodtod  11-17-0  ....  S  Bwoutoi 

441124U  MDIAN  RUN.  6  (CUS)  (F  Ctade)  R  faJaes  8-10-1?  _  T  Dascomfte 

4555-7  STSU  JACK  6  (BffJS)  0  Botap)  15  Bebop  10-10-4  -  R  Greene 


102 

122 

119 


120 

117 


BETTMte  5-2  Uremy's  Choice.  3-1  Batasan  Jane.  5-1  Sjare  Ccpa.  7-1  fttaw  Start.  Steep's  Jat*  9-1 
Staho,  10-1  taffar  An.  33-1  Marmvw  G* 

19S&  CALL  ME  RhtR  8-IM I  UmtKa  17M  Wn  P  HertjB  8  an 

Gatatasori  Jana  utseaied  refer  in  navies  handicap  dare  at  Ascot 
(3m  110yd.  good),  prevtousty  beat  Dr  Laid  301  to  3-runner  novice 

_  _  chase  al  Newton  AfiMt  (3m  21 110yd.  good  to  firm)  Mammy's 

Choice  Ml  2nd  of  8  lo  Equity  Player  n  tadrcap  dose  at  Tuttn  (3m.  good)  wSh  Space  Cana 
(1I>  better  off)  441 3rd  Ante  Spart  131  4th  iff  6  to  ASet  Tta  F»  m  handicap  chare  to  Souttweil 
On  41 110yd,  good)  Sihratno  beaten  a  dtstenco  3rd  ol  4  to  Fortunes  Coma  n  handicap  dare  al 
Newton  Abbot  |3m  21 110yd.  good  lo  Ibnti  irefiai  Rm  unseated  refer  to  selling  hand  cap  tfase  at 
few  (2m  21.  xMl  pwwusJy  beaten  a  (usance  4tfi  ol  5  to  tear  m  lundGp  cfase  al  Ptompton 
On  51.  soil).  Steepie  Jack  fell  in  frwficap  dase  A  Exeter  (2m  71 110yd.  sod),  previously  2iil  2nd 
ol  10  to  Dream  Leader  m  handicap  dare  A  Taunton  (3m  good). 

MAMMY'S  CHOICE  rehshes  a  soff  surface  and  should  run  a  sound  race 


1 

119 

llfi 


122 


3.35  TAUNTON  TOPICS  HANDICAP  HUDDLE 

(52J94:  2m  it)  (7  Miners) 

-212242  HDffiRTS  TOY  37  (BJJffiff  <C  Smfffl)  U  Pipe  5-11-ID  .  .  A  P  McCoy 
14-11  KH6  Of  TTC  DAWN  37  (05)  (J  Boulton  N  URtaD  6-11-5  C  Uewetyl 

ICF-333  N0RDANBC  22  (F j)  IT  Sn»)  U  tafeMdr  Hi -5 - B  Feten 

H226-  MME  0  THf®  7S3  &J2>IS)  fflteSrt  Tool  Ltd)  A  fate  8-11-5  A  Thornton 
seono-  RtXJDNG  508  rCCA  {D  Jones)  N  Art  Bo  9-u-l  _  .  »S  Duo*  6) 

02511-0  BLADE  OF  FOttUW  187  (CJXS)  V  fteawor  9-10-5  .  .  Ur  J  ThzM  (5) 

3417PP/  ROCOUAIC  K4  (B)  (B  Santa)  B  Safa)  1MD-0  -  G  Suppte  (5) 

Lang  landcap:  RocquWrc  8-6 

BETTK-  2-1  Wrj  Of  The  Dam.  IM  RrireTs  Toy.  4-1  tftwO  Thw.  11-2  fatten*.  8-1  flaunn.  Bbk  01 
Fhibw,  26-1  Rocgasne. 

.  1998:  OUT  RAMOS  4-11-10  R  fata  (4-6  tN)  U  Pipa  5  rv 

Rotefs  Toy  2M  2nd  ot  3  to  Gottngo  n  handicap  hunfle  al 
Warns*  (2m  good  to  firm)  Kmg  01  The  Dawn  bsai  boanoms  51 
In  11-Aim  novice  fade  A  Baler  (2m  II  11M, 


to  soil).  NtoOThreefti 

i.  RoaSng 


Nontasfc  57T  3rd  ot  6  to  Kadastori  In  oarlee  dare  a 

6th  of  9  to  Lessens  lass  In  handicap  burette  a  Kempton 

to  S»  Wakel  In  hendfcta  tadba  SWfcm  (&n  UOyd. 
oi  13-nvner  handic^i  fade  d  Worcester  (2m,  good  to 

Classic  W  in  handicap  lurte  a  Worcester  ~ 

nrner  handHap  hurtle  at  Newton  MM  (2m  U 

HNE  0  TT«EE  Etes  I  here  and  is  more  dependable  than  Robert's  Toy 


L  good  lo  soft).  Rooting  171 7Bi  ol  9 

to  JlrmJpreiWus*?  Oett  B  Srardc  51 

I.  Blade  Of  FoRbm  2S  llti  at  13  to 

beat  Cooley's  Value  1X1  in  4- 

lo  soil) 


COURSE  SPECIAUSTS 


TRAINERS 
i  BAfa) 

G  lioCoul 

J  0« 

f&s  H  teghf 
U  Pve 
P  Hobbs 


Wra 

fas 

% 

JOCKEYS 

(fimerc 

Aries 

« 

3 

-7 

429 

j  nzsrd 

3 

11 

27.3 

.  3 

6 

•  9 

19 

333- 

-31JB 

Apffiw 

6 

21 

27 

10? 

222 

206 

8 

31 

253 

C  Detain. 

E 

94 

17.6 

48 

222 

21i 

0  Srttgwta 

'  16 

97 

16.5 

23 

108 

213 

6  Fenton 

3 

26 

11.5 

O  Richard  Guest  was  tanned  for  five  days  at  Hexham 
yesterday  for  schooling  in  public  on  Jokers  Charm  in  the 
Buchanan  Ales  Norices'  Hurdle.  His  suspension  will  run  on 
December  19,  20,  22,  26  and  27.'  Additionally,  his  mount  was 
banned  from  Taring  for  30  days  and  trainer  Norman  Mason 
fined  £600. 


YESTERDAY’S 

RESULTS 


Leicester 

Comp:  good  ichtfe  cm**),  fal  (farotecl 
1.00  (2m  Mfe)  1,  Secret  Gilt  (Ur  S  Ckrac*. 
11-2).  2.  Come  Ol  Pemy  (10-1).  3.  ErMno 
<9-41  Efhansw  i|-fl  tov  5  ran  - 

Cota. 


I  10  .E290  DP  E3SO 

10yd  chi  1.  Who  b  Equnamo 
d.  S?r2.Andrelavar  (6-5tav| 


NR  FtaH 

Cota,  Rtraer  Sioane.  Rwroort.  Row  2  .1. 
Sftl  lifts  J  fanare  Tote  C5  SO;  Ei«0.  £3  80 
DF  ISM  CSf  £41  70 
lao  (2m  41 110yd  Ot)  V  Divta  Dancer  (Af 
McCoy.  4^  tavl  2.  Treliarns  Imjos  (S-21. 3. 
Faecrawn  r50- 11. 4  ran  *«l.cfisi  MPipo  Tote. 
Cl  60  DP-  £2 10  CSF  £2  76 
ZOO  1 2m  hdtel  1.  Once  More  For  Luck  (& 
Lee.  2-5  lav i  2.  Adnwaj's  Guest  114-1);  a. 
Guv  s  Gamhfe  (20-1)  7  r*v  71.  1U  Mra  M 
Ftowtey  Tote  Cl3ft£li 
CSF  £696 
2  JO  (2m  71 1  J' 

(M  A  Fitzger^d. 

3,  Beaurepare  (10-1)  6  ran  tei.  drsl.  N 
Hendareon  Tote  £4  80.  £200.  £l.3a  OF 
£4  10  CSF  £9  TO 

100  On  hide)  1  Be  Brava  (W  A  Ficgwald. 
G-41av1  Z  Native  Charm  (&-21  3,1'mMaogy 
(3-1)  10  ran  NP.‘  Potter  Atari.  Fkwal  Oikcr 
f*.  J51  N  HenOereon  Tore  £220  C260. 
£1  10.  £1.50.  DF  £530  Tno  £6  80  CSF 

£g^9 

330  (2m  41 1 10yd  hdfel  1.  BeechfieM  Ryw 
(G  Tcrme-v.  9^  tavi.  Z  Ncaepity  (5-21.  3. 
Tonha  I4-1J  5  ran.  1>.I.  aa  *  Clay  Tote 
53  60.  £230.  Cl  10  DF  £280  CSF  17  88 
Ptaapat:  £108.10.  QuadpaC£3  9a 

Hexham 

Gomg;  salt,  heavy  n  piacao 
1Z20  (2m  htfle)  1.  Bourdon  Dynasty  (8 
Storey  7-4  lav):  2.  J  J  Baboo  (4-1);  3. 
Charming  Adrtwal  (2-11  14  ran.  NFt  Mores, 
Queens  Bngade  3hL  61  G  Bshards  Tate 
C240  £1  Til.  £1  30.  £320  DF  IS  30  Tno 
£330  CSF  £1127 

12.50  (3m  fate  i  1.  Sfarura's  Way  (Mr  R 
Hete.  7-1).  2.  Cherry  Dee  [4-ij;  3.  Taoy  (9-D 
Oockmaster  3-1  tav  13  ran  Nft  StyVsh 
Interval  1*.  11.1  P  Momeith  Tote  C107& 
£220.  £2.30.  £4  30  DF;  £20  40  CSF 
£3336.  TncaU  £236.16  Tin  £18130 
DocXmaaJei  firashed  toed.  Out  after  a 
stewards'  inquiry  «,  cfequaEfied  and 
pieced  fourth 

120  (3m  hdtel  1  BHuJate  (H  Supple.  5-4 
lev).  Z  Cypress  Amnue  (10-1).  3.  Royal 
Spruce  (33-1)  14  ran  NR  AJCal  71.  ckst  l 
L-«jo  Tote  £230.  £1  40.  £2  10.  £7  30  DF 
€5  10  CSF  £1615  Tno.  £12980 

1.50  1 3m  1!  chi  1  Chipped  Out  (P  Carbary 
£-1t.  2.  Commuted  Schedule  (3-1  fjir  2. 
Memca  110-1)  1?ran  NR  MenalSi  27L  Tffl 
Maitm  Todhurtor  Tate  £830.  £340,  £1  50. 
£2  GO  DF  £15  90  Trio  £4630  CSF  £19  58 
Tncast  £135  08 

220  (2m  fatal  1 .  Toshiba  Tdk  (E  Caftsqh.Yi. 
10- T).  2.  Pafaceoetp  King  (5-1).  3.  RadiaiH's 
Own  &4  far)  8  ran  Me.  3  B  ESson  Tore 
£16  40:  E290  £240  £7.30  DF  £91 90 
CSF  £61  39  Tncatl  £145  77 
250  (2m  1 1Cyo  ch)  l.  Red  Marauder  IL 
O'Hara.  8-11.  2.  Wefeh  March  (7  2  fa vr  3 
Culfa  Hope  (7-11  13  ran  NR'  Forbcr. 
faster  Gfcry  £hlr«ng  Edoe  81.  IM  N 
Mason  Tote  Da  30  £220.  £5  SO.  E4  10  DF 
£25  ID  Tm  £15060  CSF  £38  39 
320  On  fa*)  i.  The  Butterwlck  KM  (L 
Wye*,  event,  favi  2  Fasten  (9-2):  3.  Alpeie 
H*tee*sr/(  10-11  13  ran  NR.  Alpine  Paraher. 
Blue  Lugctna  8  B  R  Fahey  Tav  £1  60 
El  10  £1  40.  £9  7*0  OF  £3  10  Too  £17  00 
CSF  £5.66 

JwcApat  not  wan  (pool  ct  £1 7,617.17 
canted  forward  to  Taunton  today). 

PtacapoC  £1320.  Quadpoc  £6.70. 

Lingfield 

Gotnff  standard 

12.10 (lm«ffi  i.VMtePtarB(b*rOMtftoaJ. 

4-6  late.  2.  Kafir  (9- 1 1.  A  Dan  I  Drop  Bombs 
(9-11  14  ran  m.  Ikl  K  Bfate  Tore  £200; 
£7  90.  £250.  £200  DF.  £790  Tno  £1320 
CSF.  £9  62  Treaa  £4825 
1240  dm)  1.  SBbyBotartour(B  Hughes.  4- 


DF  £540  Tno  £200  CSF  £14  13 
1.10  (lm»1 .  Respond  IA  Oark.  4- 1  j.  2.  Pnm- 
ary  C&tours  fSo  lav);  3.  bnpllctov  M4-1)  0 
ran  ILR  GL  Moore  Taw  £420:  £1 20. 
£1 10  £8.00  W  £4  00  CSF  £727  Ticasi 
E38  49 

1  40  [1ml  1.  Maras  ha  (J  Fanrwig.  7-21  2  B 
Destmo  (11-4).  3  taaba  (14-11  &m  F*m 
5-2  tew  6  nr  21  IM  U  Jtfmston  Tote 
t52Cr  £1  60.  £2  GO.  £1060  DF  £S  TO  CSF 
£13  54.  TKaa  £114  67 
210  (2m)  i.  indigo  Dawn  (Dean  McKewn 
7-2  tovi.  z  Meter  (6-1 1.  3.  SQned  And 
Sealed  (4-1 1  11  ran.  2M.  fa  M  Jornston 
Tore  £*20.D  10E200  £1  70  DF.EI2  10 
Trio  £37.60  CSF  22305.  TnsaSt  £8025 
2.40 17!j  1  Dtatnond  DrS  |A  CmL.  5-1).  2. 
fad  Popper  133-1):  3.  Mars  Back  112-1) 
Bank  On  Hen  7-4  tov  lOrai  Bl  nk  PMatan 
Tote  £820:  El  *  £4  ia  £220  DF  C7B2Q 
Trio  £33710.  CSF.  £15540. 

HO  (7f)  1 .  Chipstefld  Bey  (C  5»"y.  5-2  tav) 
2.  Safiv  Jat*  19-2).  3.  Fay*  1&-1 '  14  ran  1*tl. 
3  K  hory  Tote.  £3.»,  £120.  E22B,  £2  50. 
DF.  £6  00  CSF.  CH  Ell  Tncast  £81.79 
340  f71t  1.  Renan  Symphony  (A  McCarthy. 
18-1):  Z  MdawnfaiRua  13-21:  2  Badnnath 
(&.1)  Myrwns  MWate  105-30  tav  14  ran 
2H  sn  fa  P  Evans  Tree  £2320  £830. 
£150  £3  40  DF'  £101 5&  Tno:  £32220 
CSF  EB6  «  TncasT  £46623 
PtoeapoC  £21 .10-  Quodpot  £900. 


FAKENHAM 


THUNDERER 
12.40  Opera  Fan.  1.10  Sharbadarid.  1.40  High 
Learie.  2.1 5  Wayfarers  Way.  2.45  Lord  Rooble.  3.1 5 
Frontier  Flight 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  SOFT  (GOOD  IN  PUCES) 


SIS 


12.40  SB  PRINT  SELLING  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

{22.702  2m)  (14  runners) 


1 2431  ALBEMNE  8  (D.F.G)  fi 
3001)  HIGHLY  RHVTABtr  i 


115 


102 


LFjGIR  Jfans  8-12-3  i?d)  Ur  0  UcPtal  (7) 

“■  26  (CD/.G)  G  3nn»Y  7-11-9 

R  Ttatnter  (3) 

3  H4-  PHAtAK)re545  (BFOMl  t  Ltfia^gUto  9-11-7 

l  Cmnn»5(5) 

4 SMI  OP01A  FAN  17  (VJJ.G.S)  K  riorgin  5-1 1-2  P  Moms  (5) 

5  120-  RUTH'S  GAMBLE  246  (Bf.CO  F.Gj  Un  L  Jewell  9-llM 

DLeaby 

6HJP-  ZEST)  236  (SI  P  Howling  5-10-? 

72033  THOMAS  MOWN  13M  3  Otefev  5-18-2 
84H5  JOHH  Ttm  21  (0.0)  J  force  HO-C  . 

9-650  LAURA  LVE  28  (8F)  BOc  Han  7-10-0 
10  OftO  MULUKAR  CON  48  B  Curtet  9-10-0  . 

116044  EHKOUN  8  (VJ).F.G.S)  MeA  -Ltotell  7-10-0  XAOpuru(5) 

12  OP-O  TODD  29  A  H  urn  6-18-0  J  A  UcCathy  68 

1300U0UFE  OF  BRIAN  16  JWqte  S-iO-O  URMWdeyiS)  66 
K0504  BRAWON  BROGE  14  D  Gnajhtv  6-13-0  .  .J  UagK  (3l  87 

5-2  HibWt  Fannie.  9-2  Opes  Faa  5-1  Atoemme  10-1  Rift  i  Gantote  Ihenwc- 
Lrnwn.  MulLnipr  Con  12-1  Ptotaope  Jaw  Mr*  14-1  o (ter. 


1-10  EASTERN  DAILY  PRESS  JUVENILE  NOVICES 
HURDLE  (3-Y-O.  £2,683  2m)  (11) 

1 2211  IftSTY  CAY  26  (COJ.G)  Mrv  V  Win)  11-5  R  Herman  PI  □§! 

2  00  CANADIAN  FANTASY  14  Ur  V  Wed  18-12  ICutchwh(S)  W 

3  OCR  TUW>»I64FB  Sow  1812  - - -  I  Lexrence 

HEUBACH BOY 24FJ Peace  1812  .  - - JByan 

ISlf  OF  CORREGtDOR  435F  Ite  J  Cecil  1811  ..  Ptfcle 


6  0  MARADJ 13  8  Curtrv  1812 

.’  OAKEN  WOOD  350f  N  Callaghan  1812 
B  POKB)  SCHOOl  1D3f  N  Canaaton  1812 

9  SCAftROTS  5®  N  Htrelmon  1812 .  . 

10  SHAR&ADARtOSBF  SDw  1817  .  . 

11  KALMKA  84F  C  Cqbwi  187  ..  . 

82  M  Ol  CotregidBr.  82  Ue*r  C*t.  Scamm  81  Pete  Seta.  81  Kairte.  18 
1  Dtd  Twpn.  StaKdta.  181  onr 


&  Hogan  (3 1 

jRKaranago 

GSradey 

MAfagerah) 

DGatagtar 

JAMcCarthy 


1 .40  STEPHENSON  SMART  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£4.259: 3m  110yd)  (5) 

1  5-23  IN  TRUTH  7  (G5)  S  Golfas  812-0  R  Ttaratta  P)  0S5J 

2  -Ml  UGH  LEAK  16  ALG.S)  A  H  Hsver  7-1813  J  4  McCarthy  W 
31-11  MANOR  1160  25  (V.C  0.F.G5)  G  froftonou  11-1812 

lichaH  Brentan  P)  128 

4  6iP'  CLEVER  DICK  994  (5i  h»s  l  Jewell  12-10-0  .  .  D  Gffagher 

5  6W  CHAHLARflVTXA  13  (F)  T  Gredhead  8 180  JRlurafaffi 

s-1  Kara  Ul».  M  fah  fane.  3-1  h  Two.  181  Over  DnX  33-1 
Cradabnnrta 


2.15  L  L  FWTH  MEMORIAL  HANQUAP  CHASE 

(£4.285-  2m  110yd)  (9) 

1 1242  LOBS  HR  COTTAGE  15  (D.FI  R  Barter  811-12 

tftRWatey  (5)  112 

2 144-  SUPER  SHARP  262  (BFJJJ.G)  IWUfiww  811-10  BPowfO  90 
2  12-5  WAYFARERS  WAY  14  (02) «  Herafenw  81 1-9  M  Fitzgerald  - 

4  51-4  WEEHEBY12ID.G)  Mas  A  Sftftetl  811-5  R  Ttamtoo  (3l  82 

5  -455  LA5ATA  IS  lO  SI  fl  Cartel  12-1813  ..  ..  J  Power  (7)  97 

6S2-0  ABSOLUTE  LIMIT  35  fF)J  felted  810-12  -.  _.  .  PHhfe 

7  P-20  SMART  LORO  26  MR  Bwn  8186  .  .  ..  I  Lawrence 

83P34  DAWN  CHANCE  10  (BOJSl  H  IUVKZ  11-180 

MfOMcPnaP)  102 

VPSP6  HKtCANO  FLAME  16  A  Blacnwe  8180  P  Hentoy  (3j  QH 
9-4  waytaer.  Wav  3-1  lobster  Wage  82  &4»  Step.  ?-l  Absohite  Lmrf  81 
Yteehsbi  12-1  Dam  Oww  14-1  Us*.  28i  dwo 


2.45  DALGEIY  SEAMANS— iCI  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£3.359- 2m  51 110yd)  (6) 

1 181  COPPER  BOY  29  (DJAS)PBucito811-t  _  .  B  PowH  H5S 
2  4-?1  LOIS)  ROOBLE  16  (6)  J  6lBsnJ  811-4  .  .  P  Hide  134 

35245  AJDAR 17  (BFJ.G)  Ui!  S  Lamroan  810-12  .  J  Magee  (31 

4  P08  JUST  A  BEAU  311  Mi:L  Jwfl  fi-1811  .  D  tally 

5  612-  STRAIGHT  ON  <19  (Fl  Mir.  fr  Hare  81812  -  GBwBey 

6  F-32  0WBIS  QUEST  8  (G  j)  T  FlhermB«»  7-187  L  CwnrntB  (51  80 

I8ii  Copse  Bay.  H  Lvd  tabfe.  IM  D*e»  (MB.  181  Sbaign  On.  28) 
Aids.  J0-1  Jud  A  Beau 


3.15  FAKENHAM  RACECOURSE  CARAVAN  SITE 
HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£3.339  2m  4f)  (8) 

15411  FRONTXR  FUGHT  14  (O/.G.S)  Ues  l  Sidrbil  7-11-10 

Q  Pore  ill 

713P2  5EMA  ««aE5&  8  (D.F.6)  T  £ew«ta>  8-"-? 

LCbtimsiS)  S3 

>  248  NOfmeVl  STAR  197  (F)  Uus  J  iVcrnan  8i  1-3 

R  Thornton  (3)  101 

<  4M  VASUEV7  (BJ3.Fi)  S  CoH.nfp  811-2  ..  HA  FlegeraU 

5U5-6  tfiSS  BERTAME  ION CafbyaiS-ti-O _  GBradfey  87 

6  /83  SAUSLWG  r  (C5J  J  Wiyte  8189  IftRWaMayft) 
r  -326  H0LKHAMBAYZ2(B,Bf)L  Wnhiqriani810-0XAi2punir5}  EJS 
33451  GROWN  AND  CUSHION  8  (D.G.S)  T  liresnafl  8180 

LStflHH  (7)  100 

84  Frame  Fbjft  81  Crrnn  And  CirJiwi  6-1  Sigma  Wiem  13-2  Mte 
deitone.  7-1  fafam  Bn  81  Nurttam  Ss.  181  VrcUlct.  12-1  SaBsong 


COURSE  SPECIAUSTS 


7RAIERS.  C  Igatoi.  3  nknen  fmm  ID  rutec.  300%.  Ift*  0 
Hare.  7  tom  25, 28.0%:  S  Praitanoo  4  bon15. 267%.  G  Bitary. 
4  boro  17. 23  5%;  Mrs  v  MM.  3  from  14.  21.4% 

JOCKEYS'  i  wictatoj.  3  moMn  bran  7  ite,  42  ».  Ml  R  Watey.  4 
kom  25,  160V  Only  lyjaSDen 


MARKET  RASEN 


THUNDBTER 

12.50  Forzair.  1^0  Harlequin  Chorus.  1.55  Dorlin 
CasUe.  2.25  Night  Dance.  2.55  Wade  Fioad.  3.25 
Miss  Ondee. 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  SOFT 


SIS 


12.50  BOB  XETT  CONDITIONAL  JOCKEYS 

SELLING  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£1.839: 2m  31 110yd)  (7  runners) 

1  5-3P  FAtt)  AND  FANCY  47  (6.5)  Mea  U  UiBrjan  817-0  ECabglwi 

2  1-34  STRONG  JOm  21  (B.CD.F.G)  M  SwerJr,  81 1-8 

UHtiwgWon 

i  1  FORZAIR  13  (S|  JJO  Neill  811-7  .  .  .  D  town  (7) 

4  5401  HEVER  GOLF  DIAMOND  19  (B.COF.6.5) .'  R  Bed  4-11-2 

B  McCann  151 

5  3433  ESKM0  USS  7  iSlJ  Mac**  4-1812  .  E  Husband 

6  08T  ABSOLUTE  FOLLY  41  Mr,  S  Smdi  5-182  D  EbwOrtn  |7) 

7  4240  THARSI5  17  (CDF.G.S)  tt  Smrth  12- 180  STaylw 

82  Fdch  7-2  Hem  boll  Dtamaid.  4-1  F-Jorno  fas  8i  Suong  Wm  S-i  7w 
And  Fancy  181  Alsoluc  F«ll»  12-1  Ttars 

1  .20  DUCKWORTH  FREELANCER  NATIONAL 
HUNT  NOVICES  HURDLE  (£3.106  2m  11110yd)  (7) 


i 


-3F1  HAflLEDUIN  CHORUS  12  (Si  Ur.  J  Psnan  2-t:  J 

2  840  F8MJRE  15  F  Jordan  5-1812  . . 

3  00  LORD  SABRE  32  JLHanc  4-1817  . 

4  DOW  TO  DARN  HOT  132  M  9iefcr  81812  . 

5  2-05  MFAAF  19  K  Morj*i  5-187  .. 

6  8  SHADLEY  COP271  M  CrnBcht' 8i87  . 

7  J8U  SMN6RELD  RHYME  ’9  S  Wi«(r.  HO-7 

1-3  Hartequvi  Chons.  7-1  Waal  181  feme.  Shader  Cop.  70- i 
Swta'fa  tame  781  To  torn  Htt 


R  Fanant 
0  Byrne 

J  t»riPP*B 

R  Ganffly 
A  5  Snath 
f  Catonhan 
JFTSfev 
Lonl  Catoc 


1 .55  DEREK  CHARLES  AUDI  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£3.007  3m  41110yd)  (7) 


i 


383  RUSSIAN  CASTLE  86  |T.S>  J  vrate  4-17-0  . 

7  482  OOflLWCASTIF  17IBF.SH  Lun&j9-i  11 

3  10-5  FARHEY  GUM  17  ff  .6.5)  3  3  OHtiW  181813 

4  J03-  SKBC  356  IS)  X  M  7-10-8 

5  382  GOLD  PK5FON17  (S)  £  fiolwll  A-10-4 
f  48P  MAJORITY  MAJOR  28  (S.S)  P  Cfiee'.brough  9-182 
7  833  DBSE  UAR5HALL  10  J  >YaOf  8181 

M  Itortln  Casho.  3-1  Solo  Wjenn.  83  DtW  UanhaR.  7-1  Ifasrai  Casfle.  fan« 
Gatn.  181  Sam.  12-1  MaiOtO]  Uatf 


E  Catotan 
R5uwJe 
P  Cretsfcir* 
K  Johnson 
B  Swrey 
A  SSrmh 
R  Jorrajn 


2.25  ROBERT  PEAK  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2,707. 2m  11110yd)  (5) 

1  386  CENTAUR  EXPREE6  36 1C0.G.S)  A  SHttMi  811-12  T  Ely/ 

2  3-56  OUR  KRIS  28  (PJJ.Gi  M  Som-ai  5-11-0  B  Storey 

3  185  NKHT  DANCE  24  iCDfilUMravn  810-11  ASSlMh 

4  3111  GUTTEflfjGE  B  iD.li5)  P  Eras  7-10-t  (toi ..  R  Johnson 

5  128  lODRUMMYCASnf  230(F)  j  FiirtMd  8180  F  Leahy  (3) 
10-11  6ittnd|ie.  9-2  Oitsi  Eases',.  5-1  Mgn  Dance.  11-7  Fitoncmry  Cxtlf 
l8i  On  fit 


2.55  CLUGST0N  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£3.2?4: 2m  II  110yd)  (3) 

1  -222  TEJAN0  GOLD  8  (DJ1S)  P  Brallev  7-t8i7 

2  144  WADE  ROAD  19  ff  Si  Wiis.HM.oto  6-15-17 

3  XS  ZABADt  12  i».8S)  D  Nichols a.  810-17 
hem  Zteredl.  11-10  Wade  Ran).  8t  Ia>n>GoU 


RFarran 
J  F  Ttey 
R  Jotteion 


3.25  CONSTANT  SECURITY  JUVENILE  NOVICES 
HURDLE  (3-Y-0:  £2.408: 2m  11 110yd)  (9) 

1  12  IMMLEN0  108  (BFJ7/1  Mftpe  11-5  .  R  Johnson 

2  12  MISS  DN0H  51  (F)  M  Pipe  li-O  .  C  Uwrte 

3  ARC  75f  F  Jonfirt  181*  .  0  Byrne 

4  3  GRATE  IMIS  7  J  Sfcarrg  1817  FHuston)d(3) 

5  M0  HTTCHHKER  12  ft  feoodtaoe  18U  WDwnn 

6  46  HDH  EXPL0RB1  12  D  Barte  1M7  .  .  J  Cdaqlun 

7  0  NO  MORE  PRESSURE  14  Mis  J  fururtfn  1812  R  G*rny 

8  SELB6«y  76F  P  Hrtjm  IM2  .  .  .  U  Foster 

9  4  SYUtlCr  12  M  W  tooth  10-12  .  P  Carbary 


84  Uss  Ondee.  81  U»'lerw  4-1  jpmri 
Mora  ftraat  281  ht.  28i  ottes 


:-1  Crrc  rim.  Sdbary.  18i  Ho 


COURSE  SPECIAUSTS 


TOAH51S'  D  NnJiffsni  10  nneis  Item  29  rumen  KSVMtsH 
total.  1i  trail  33.  333%.  Us  J  Ramsden.  5  Iron)  16.  31  3V  M 
Ppe.  IE  bom  71. 2Z5V  J  J  ONaB  9  Hom  85  IB  a", 

JOCKEYS  F‘  Cartwii.  6  «orers  bom  25  rules  24.W-.  J  TiUn.  6  horn 
31. 13  4%.  R  Johnson.  11  born  60  183%.  F  Le34ry.  9  trom  57. 158^. 
ft  Fmt  5  b«»3S.  1  0  Byrne  9  bom  71.  i?rt. 
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M 
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0030  162  441 
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Pairs  give 
up  after 
ruling 

■  ICE  SKATING:  Lesley 
Rogers  and  Michael  Aldred, 
three  times  the  British 
pairs  champions,  have  retired 
from  eligible  competition 
and  Marika  Humphreys  and 
Phflip  Askew,  twice  the 
British  ice  dance  champions, 
have  dissolved  their 
partnership  after  a  ruling  by 
the  British  Olympic 
Association  (BOA). 

Although  both  couples 
qualified  for  the  forthcoming 
Winter  Olympic  Games  at 
a  recent  international  event  in 
Vienna,  neither  have  met 
the  BOA'S  criteria  of  proving 
that  they  are  capable  of 
finishing  within  the  top  half 
of  an  Olympic  field  and. 
therefore,  will  not  compete  in 
Nagano.  Both  couples 
have  spent  in  the  region  of 
£15,000  over  the  past  12 
months  for  ice  time,  coaching 
and  choreography  in  an 
effort  to  go  to  Japan. 

It  will  be  the  first  time 
that  Great  Britain  has  not 
had  a  full  ice  skating  team 
at  a  Winter  Olympics. 

Graf  return 

■  TENNIS:  Steffi  Graf  is  to 
use  the  Australian  Open  next 
month  to  relaunch  her 
career.  Graf,  a  four-time 
winner  of  the  tournament, 
has  missed  the  second  half  of 
this  year  with  a  knee 
injury  and  her  ranking  has 
slid  from  No  I  to  No  28. 

She  will  join  Martina 
Hingis,  the  defending 
champion.  Monica  Seles 
and  Venus  Williams,  the  US 
Open  finalist,  at 
Melbourne  Park  from 
January  10.  Only  Jana 
Novotna,  of  the  world’s  top 
ten.  has  not  entered.  All 
the  men’s  top  ten  players.  led 
by  Pete  Sampras,  the 
world  No  1.  will  contest  the 
event. 

Scotland  slip 

■  CURLING:  Scotland 
were  beaten  by  Germany  in 
their  final  group  AI 
match  at  the  European 
championships  in  Fussen 
yesterday.  Andy  Kapp,  the 
world  championship 
silver  medal-winner  and  a 
former  European  title- 
holder.  playing  on  his  home 
ice.  sealed  the  64  win  for 
Germany  on  an  extra  end  of 
play.  The  Scots  went  on  to 
win  die  top-of-groap  tie- 
break  draw  from  the  hat, 
with  Denmark  second  and 
Germany  third. 

England  finished  in 
fourth  after  playing  a  match 
they  would  prefer  to 
forget  against  the  Anstoans, 
winning  7-6,  once  again 
after  an  extra  end  of  play, 
after  an  unimpressive 
performance.  They  now  play 
Wales,  the  group  B 
winners,  for  a  place  in  the 
quarter-finals. 
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BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  (NBA):  Toronto 
82  ChartoCe  95  WasTangion  120  New 
Jew/  99:  Atlanta  81  Mann  97;  Octant  92 
Dstrvw  S3-  Oacago  100  New  York  8£ 
Moaescta  99  Seanfe  108;  Dallas  92  Los 
Angers  Opwrc  99.  Hols  on  108  San 
Assno  76  Ftooenw  107  Vancouver  ES: 
Saoraremo  1 13  Utah  101 


BOWLS 


COATBRIDGE:  CIS  ScoWta  Masters 
Smgtas:  Quarter-Bint  H  DuH  (Seal)  bt  J 
H*f*V  lire  l  7-4  1-7.7  2  SenfrfinrisJPnce 
Maks;  a  <3  Pcoortson  (Scttj  7-5. 3-7. 7-3; 
?  (Scott  far  Du5  7-2.  i-7  7-5  Hint 
Pr.ce  G  Cors-'s  7-0  7-3.  7-J 


CRICKET 


WOMEN'S  WORLD  CUP;  Mysore  PJv- 
srar  65  IS  NeLan  M,  30 «  over*). 
Derarah  66-2  (29 2  Tien)  CemarV.wmOy 
a*??.  n'veiz  Agra:  WkI  Vxieo  v  Kaiard 

—  atardcr'eb  New  Dofa  Irsha  v  Sn  LanKa 

—  aba-denea  Madras  Airareka  v  Ireland 

—  abandored 


CURLING 


FUSSEN.  Germany:  European  champluo. 
steps  Men  Fan  rouidc  Group  A 


RUGBY  UNION:  CUP-HOLDERS  BROADEN  THEIR  SEARCH  FOR  NEW  TALENT 


Explosive  Capes  prepares  to 
tackle  new  role  with  Leicester 


By  David  Hands 

RUGBY  CORRESPONDENT 

LEICESTER  will  unveil  today  their 
latest  and  certainly  their  biggest 
signing  even  if  he  has  yet  to  make 
his  name  in  rugby  union.  Lewis 
Capes,  son  of  the  international  shot 
putter.  Geoff  Capes,  has  agreed  a 
two-year  deal  with  the  cup-holders 
in  the  latest  phase  of  his  nomadic 
sporting  career. 

Capes,  26,  is  6ft  4in  and  weighs  in 
at  around  22SU  dimensions  that 
suggest  a  career  in  the  tight  for¬ 
wards:  he  is  likely  to  play  prop  in 
Leicester's  development  XV  (for 
whom  he  made  his  debut  last 
weekend)  while  the  club's  coaching 
staff  assess  his  potential,  but  he  has 
already  impressed  observers  at 
Welford  Road  with  his  explosive 
play  deriving  not  only  from  a 
background  in  athletics  but  also 
from  American  football. 

More  to  the  point,  however,  is  that 
Capes  is  the  perfect  illustration  of 
what  Clive  Woodward  seeks  to 
bring  to  English  rugby.  Woodward, 
the  national  coach,  has  stressed  the 
need  to  investigate  other  sporting 
disciplines  for  potential  rugby 
union  players;  it  is  not  an  original 
thesis  but  the  influx  of  overseas 
players  has  stressed  the  importance 
of  throwing  the  widest  possible  net 
in  the  quest  for  players, 

Woodward’s  comments  relating 
to  rugby  league  players  refer  to  the 
possibility  of  attracting  youngsters 
brought  up  in  that  code  to  rugby 
union;  they  might  as  well  refer  to 
basketball,  football  or  any  sport  that 
combines  a  dynamic  approach  with 
good  hand-eye  co-ordination  and. 
ail-round  athleticism.  The  point  is  to 
demonstrate  that  rugby  union  offers 
an  attractive  and  well-paid  option  to 
any  youngster  seeking  a  profession¬ 
al  sporting  career. 

Capes  played  in  Milifield’s  first 
XV  before  attending  Santa  Monica 
University,  where  he  developed  his 
American  football  career.  He  re¬ 
turned  to  England  three  years  ago 
and  joined  London  Monarchs  as  a 
defensive  lineman:  “It's  a  brawl  in 
there.*’  he  said  during  his  two  years 
with  the  Monarchs.  “It’s  an  all-out 
fight  for  survival  and  ( love  it 

“It’s  the  toughest  position  because 
you  are  always  getting  hammered 
but  1  like  leading  with  my  head.  It 
just  runs  in  the  family.’’  Apart  from 
his  lengthy  career  in  English  athlet- 


Capes,  son  of  the  former  Great  Britain  shot  putter  Geoff,  is  hoping  to  use  his  speed  and  power 
to  good  effect  in  rugby  union,  after  a  career  in  American  football  with  the  London  Monarchs 


ics.  Capes  Sr  developed  a  career 
based  on  his  claims  to  be  the  world's 
strongest  man  —  and  proving  it  in  a 
series  of  bizarre  feats  of  strength. 
His  soi  may  find  the  front  row  of 
the  scrum  tame  by  comparison. 

Though  the  Allied  Dunbar  Pre¬ 
miership  resumes  on  Saturday  for 
the  first  time  in  a  month.  Will 
Carling  will  not  be  part  of  it  The 
former  England  captain  has  been 
omitted  from  the  25*trong  squad 
named  by  Harlequins  for  their 
meeting  with  Wasps,  the  fading 
league  title-holders,  at  the  Stoop 
Memorial  Ground,  after  family 


illness  forced  him  to  miss  training 
sessions. 

“I  told  Will  that  I  wasn’t  going  to 
pick  him.”  Andy  (feast  the  director 
of  rugby,  said.  “This  is  now  a 
professional  game  and  you  have  to 
train  to  play.”  Much  of  Carling's 
attention  over  the  past  month  has 
also  gone  on  presenting  ITVs 
refurbished  rugby  programmes 
centred  round  the  series  of  interna¬ 
tionals  which  concluded  last  Satur¬ 
day  with  England's  enthralling 
draw  against  New  Zealand. 

Zinzan  Brooke,  who  made  his  last 
appearance  in  an  All  Black  jersey 


during  that  game,  and  who  will  join 
Harlequins  next  year,  will  be 
among  the  spectators. 

Nick  Beal,  the  Northampton  utili¬ 
ty  back,  will  be  missing  until  April 
because  he  requires  treatment  to 
both  his  legs.  Beal  had  an  operation 
yesterday  on  damaged  tendons  in 
his  right  knee  and  he  is  suffering 
from  the  stress  problem,  shin 
splints,  in  his  left  leg  for  which  he 
was  initially  diagnosed  during  the 
British  Isles  tour  of  Smith  Africa  last 
summer.  He  hopes  to  he  fit  to  play 
in  Northampton’s  last  eight  pre¬ 
miership  games. 


New  Zealand  act  on  global  fixture  warning 


WHILE  others  talk  about  decreas¬ 
ing  the  demands  on  their  leading 
players.  New  Zealand  have  done  so 
by  reducing  their  international  pro¬ 
gramme  next  year  to  seven  matches. 
This  contrasts  with  the  13  that 
Australia  seek  to  put  in  place  during 
the  next  calendar  year,  and  12  by 
South  Africa. 

The  match  against  England  at 
Twickenham  last  Saturday  was  the 
twelfth  by  the  Ail  Blacks  in  six 
months.  “The  team  management 
were  concerned  and,  as  a  result,  the 
New  Zealand  Rugby  Football  Union 
board  concentrated  on  an  even 
spread  and  reduced  the  number  of 
internationals,”  David  Moffett  the 
board's  chief  executive,  said. 

New  Zealand  will  meet  England 


By  David  Hands 


twice,  at  Dunedin  and  Auckland  in 
June,  and  then  confine  themselves 
To  tri-nations  business.  In  contrast 
England  are  likely  to  play  a  dozen 
internationals  next  year,  four  in  the 
five  nations'  championship,  four  on 
tour  during  the  summer  and 
another  four  next  autumn,  when 
they  play  qualifying  matches  for  the 
1999  World  Cup. 

Though  yet  to  be  confirmed  by  the 
Rugby  Football  Union,  England’s 
summer  commitments  are  likely  to 
open  with  a  Cook  Cup  international 
against  Australia  in  Brisbane  on 
June  6,  before  they  reach  New 
Zealand  for  a  five-match  tour.  On 
the  way  home  they  are  scheduled  to 


play  South  Africa  in  Cape  Town  on 
July  4,  which  will  give  the  players 
barely  a  week  to  recover  from  the 
rigours  of  flie  journey  across  time 
zones  from  Auckland. 

It  is  a  trip  that  several  English 
representatives  with  the  British 
Isles  made  in  reverse  in  July,  from 
Johannesburg  to  Sydney,  where 
they  duly  lost  to  Australia  by  four 
tries  to  none.  The  Australians  can 
testify  to  the  hardship  of  flying  from 
the  Antipodes  to  South  Africa, 
where  they  suffered  their  heaviest 
defeat  at  the  end  of  the  tri-nations 
last  summer. 

South  Africa  are  expected  to  play 
home-and-away  matches  with  three 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


of  the  four  home  unions  next  year. 
Ireland  and  Wales  tour  there  during 
the  summer  and  when  the  Spring¬ 
boks  visit  Britain  and  Ireland  in  the 
autumn,  for  what  they  hope  will  be 
a  rehearsal  for  the  defence  of  the 
World  Cup  the  following  year,  they 
are  scheduled  to  play  each  of  the 
home  unions. 

They  are  also  due  to  play  in  Perth, 
the  latest  international  centre  for  the 
Australian  Rugby  Union,  which  has 
long  sought  to  encourage  the  game 
in  Western  Australia.  After  the 
success  of  their  match  against  New 
Zealand  at  the  Melbourne  Cricket 
Ground  last  summer,  the  All  Blacks 
return  there  on  July  II,  while  the 
South  Africans  play  at  Perth’s 
Subiaco  Oval  an  July  18. 


cultural  divide 


Nothing  has  confirmed  the 
difference  between  the 
new  world  and  the  old  in 
rugby  so  modi  as  the  attitude  and 

response  to  professionalism-  For 
the  three  big  rugby-playing  coan- 
-  tries  of  the  southern  hemisphere 
the  transfer  from  amateur  rugby 
has  been  achieved  without  too 
murfr  aggravation  and  prolonged 
selfanalysis.  They  saw  the  world 
as  it  was  and  responded  accord¬ 
ingly.  They  did'  not  cany  too 
much  baggage  —  unlike  their 
European  counterparts,,  who  had 
too  much  to  carry. 

This  is  not  merely  a  financial 
matter,  but  one  involving  the 
plaice  that  sport  takes  in  society  at 
large  and  the  personal  commit-  ' 
meat  that  a  player  wishes  to 
make.  Since  to  participate  In  sport 
was  bora  of  the  leisured  classes  in 
this  coiuzby  of  tire  last  century,  fee' 
ethos,  by  and  large,  has  beenthat 
ofthe  dilettante  not  really  trfvoy 
great  importance,  something  to 
while  away  a  few  empty  hours:  If 
not  all  the  participants  wee  of  foe 
gentry  and  die  ambitious,  middle 
classes,  then  die  administrators 
invariably  were.  Tiroes-  change: 
but  die  remnants  of  this  back¬ 
ground  are  stifl  with  us  today* 
even  if  only  psychologically. 

.  France  is  not  too  far  removed 
from  its  European  neighbours 
across  theChanneL  Rugby  was  all 
part  of  an  extensive  social  scene, 
where  the  participants  were  only 
too  happy,  once  the  game  was  ' 
over,  to  turn  a  glad  eye  to  the  good 
life  elsewhere.  There  were  fingers 
in  the  till  and  players  were 
remunerated  with  cash  or  a  little 
bistro  down  town,  but  not  so 
much  as  to  be  of  any  great 
importance. 

It  was  not  quite  like  this  in  the 
southern  hemisphere.  Whatever 
the  reason  —  the  colonial  desire  to 
hit  back  at  the  mother  oouzUiy.  the 
frontier  attitude  to  .survival  — 
sport  was  a  serious  matter,  and 

the  realistic  attitude  _ 

to  any  contest  was 

that  it  was  there  to  be  erjfhe  SO 

won.  This  was  not 

only  a  matter  of  nat-  hpfflis 

ional  [aide,  it  was  a 

matter  of  a  player’s  rpma 

self-respect  The  ad- 

age  that  people  play  stCE 

rugby  to  get  fit  in  this  r 

country,  not  get  fit  to  tWO  a3 

play  rugby,  has  .. . _ 

(hanged  to  any  sub¬ 
stantial  degree  only  in  recent 
years. 

Chris  Laidlaw,  the  New  Zea¬ 
land  scrum  half  and  erstwhile 
diplomat  relates  the  tale  of  when 
he  was  about  to  make  his  first 
appearance  in  Wales.  Knowing  of 
the  legendary  contests  at  Cardiff 
Arms  Park  and  the  great  tradition 
of 'meetings  between  Wales  and 
New  Zealand,  Laidlaw  was  ner¬ 
vous.  Wilson  Whineray.  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  1963  All  Blades,  noticed 
this  and  advised  the  young  man  to 
cast  an  eye  at  the  Wales  team 
when  they  stood  for  their  national 
anthem  and  to  contrast  their 
physiques,  sagging  probably, 
against  those  of  his  colleagues.  It 
did  the  crick  and  gave  him 
confidence. 

New  Zealand  have  always  rec- 


GERALD  DAVIES 


The  southern 
hemisphere 
remains  a 
step  or 
two  ahead’ 


Rugby 

Cornmentaiy 


ognised  tbc  physical  require¬ 
ments  that  a  game  of  rugby 
demands.  The  same  could  be  said 
of  South  Africa.  Anyone  who 
visited  Stellenbosch  University 
during  Dr  Danje  Craven’s  days 
could  not  fra  to  be  open-eyed  and 
slack-jawed  at  the  commando- 
style,  pain-inducing  circuit  that 
thestudents  had  to  survive as  part 
of  their  rugby  preparation. 

If  Australia  came  late  to  rugby 
union  prominence,  they  have 
always  brought  with  them  the 
tough  competitive  edge  that  has 
always  characterised  their  bigger 
sports,  cricket  and  rugby  league 
''  The  southern  hemisphere  re- 
mans  a  step  or  two  ahead.  For  afl 
the  grandeur  of  the  spectacle  of 
EnglandV  performance  last  Sat¬ 
urday,  it  should  only  give  a  crumb 
of  comfort  There  is  along  way  to 
go.  The  n ext  sox  months  sees  tire 
continuation  of  a  hectic  interna¬ 
tional  list  of  fixtures  bordering  on 
lunacy.  Both  Clive.  Woodward, 
the  England  coach,  and  Lawrence 
Haflagiin,  flic  rapftirn  ait  critical 
of  the  game’s  present  structure. 
They  are  quite  right  It  is  in  chaos 

_  and  in  desperate 

need  of  swift 

Uthern  a1*™!*-0?*- 

...But  in  entiasmg 
nhprp  the-  structure,  they 

.  must  be  hardnosed 
jjisa  -  enough  not;  to  be 

'  deflected  from 

I  02*  ■  another  area  of  con- . 

cera.  If  players  are 
lead’  beginning  physically 

^  to  match  their  south¬ 

ern  hemisphere 
counterparts,  then  their  drills  of 
.handling,  passing  and  of  jndg-- 
ment  must  alsobe  matched  and 
bettered. 

"  ‘Once  again,  we  in  Europe, 
vyhere  England,  remain  in  the 
lead,  are  attempting  to  catch  up. 
The  point  is  this;  during  the  past 
seven  years  of  England’s  interna¬ 
tional  success,  at  a  time  when  it 
was  claimed  tint  the  dub  struc¬ 
ture  was  the  most  comprehensive 
in  the  world,  the  new  tactical  ideas 
still  emerged  from  the  southern 
hemisphere.  Southern  hemi¬ 
sphere  analysis  of  rugbys  poten¬ 
tial  remains  more  farsighted. 
Structures  are  fine  and  necessary, 
but  when  things  go  wrong,  we 
must  not  always  be  tempted  to 
target  them  as  a  subject  of  abuse 
and  excuse. 


Scotland  4  Germany  8;  England  7  Aurata  6 
RnM  posterns:  Group  Al:  1.  Scotland.  2. 
Denmark;  3,  Germany:  4.  England:  5. 
Hotaid,  6.  Austria  Gmp  A£  1.  Sweden. 
2,  Finland;  3.  Swoarbnd:  4  equal.  Norway 
and  Luranfeam-.  &  Italy  Group  B:  Wales  5 
ArssM  3.  Fatal  posterns:  T.  Wrdcs:  2. 
France.  3  Ftosaa:  4,  Czech  Republic;  5, 
Bulgaria.  Woman:  Group  A;  Switzerland  8 
Scotland  6.  Final  posterns:  Group  A1: 1. 
Swoartand.  Z  Scotland:  3  Norway;  4. 
Luxembourg,  5.  ftaty;  6,  France.  A2:  1. 
Germany.  Z.  Denmark.  3  equal.  Sweden 
and  Finland.  5.  Czech  Hepubac:  6.  Austria 
Group  B:  England  6  Hotand  13  Final 
podttons:  1.  England;  2.  Holand:  3 


FOOTBALL 


32  on  dogl.  Spartak  Moscow  (Res }  I 
Ka/teruhe  5C  (Get)  0  (act  D-0  Mtar  90mm; 
Spartak  ran  1-0  on  egg):  Alstons  (Fr)  2 
Twenta  Encdieds  (Had)  □  (Auxene  wn  30 
on  aggl;  Uuto  (It)  1  Rapid  Vterwia  (Austria)  0 
(Lazio  an  30  on  agg),  Schate  04  [Get)  2 
Sportng  Braga  (Pdr)  0  (Senate  am  2-0  on 


;  tatamaoonato  (R)  3  RC  Strasbourg 
3  (Her  wn  32  on  aggl:  Attooco  Madrid 


(fij  0  (War  wn  32  on  ago):  Anribco  Madrid 
ffipl  1  Croatia  Zajreb  (Go)  0  (AMoco  wn 

NATIONWIDE  LEAGUE:  First  tfivfekm: 
Chariton  3  Shgttrid  Utd  1.  Pdrtsnoiati  3 

AUTO>‘w£osCRE&iS  SHIELD:  Fhst 
round:  Northern  section:  Cartsia  1  Old- 
Ham  0  (act  Carfcte  wn  on  golden  goal). 
Chesterbeld  0  Gnmsby  1:  Doncaster  Q 
Rochdtia  t.  m  2  Scarborough  1;  Preston 
3  Qartngwr  2  (aan  Preston  wn  on  golden 
goal);  Scunthorpe  2  Chester  1.  Wigan  2 
Lincoln  0  Southern  section:  Bamat  1 
Walsal  2  CanJft  0  MRwal  Z  FUham  1 
Watford  O  Gtenqham  0  Peterborough  1. 
Leynan  Orient  I  Corchasisr  Or.  Northampton 
t  Plymouth  1:  Southend  0  Wycombe  1. 
VAUXHALL  CONFERENCE:  Halifax  4 
Northwch  2. 

BELL’S  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE:  Premier 
division:  Aberdeen  0  Cefcc  Z  Dundee  Utd 
0  Hearts  0. 

TENNENTS  SCOTTISH  CUP:  FW-round 


Rounds  T  3:  Sutton  CoidBeTd  4  Blaftoud  0 


REPRESENTATIVE  MATCH:  Dr  Martens 
League  X1 1  FA  XI 2 

WB&TONLEAD  KENT  LEAGUE:  Ftrd 
dhrtaon:  Ramsgate  1  Thamesmeadl. 
UNtBOND  LEAGUE:  Premier  tension: 
AHreton  Town  0  Hyde  Utd  O  FraaJey  3 
MSnstoTO  Utd  ft  Mane  3  Atxnngon 
Stanley  1;  Runcorn  3  Lancaster  0 
RYMAN  LEAGUE:  Feat  tension: 
Eerkhamstad  4  AldarshOt  Town  Z  Third 
tevtetort  Fbd(we«  Heath  1  Harton  3;  Fort  1 
Souiha*  1;  Ware  1  Uiwes  1;  Wrgatt  and 
Frchfey  4  Avoloy  5 

PONTW-S  LEAGUE:  Premier  tevfesotr 
Shrffldd  Wednesday  1  Ctettry  4  FW 
tevfadoit:  Coventry  1  Scndertard  Z 
Manchester Oty  3  west  Brorrwei:  t:  Marts 
County  3  Huddersfield  3 
Urfl^T  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE:  First 
dMskm:  Pagharo  3  Horeham  YMCA  2 
FA  WOMENS  PREMER  LEAGUE:  Nat- 
tonal  tertriort  Liverpool  0  Eversr.  2 
MTBLUNK  EXPRESS  ALLIANCE:  Roc- 
esrsr  0  Oidbwy  Utd  Z  West  Mdinds  PoSoe 
I  Banwaa 

THE  TWES  FA  YOUTH  CUP:  Second 
round:  Bfadtpoo*  0  Evertsn  !:  Exetar  i 
Arsenti  1:  Queens  Pan,  Rangers  3  Soudt- 
and  2:  Ptynxxch  0  Fulham  3  Wycombe  2 
Wttfcg  Utd  0  Seconteround  replays: 
Traisrita}  5  »«flSold  Utd3.  Oysai  Paace  2 
Nonweii  1 

THE  STAR  LBNSTER  SENIOR  CUP: 
Quartw-ftiafc  Bchemars  3  Ards  0 
NORTHERN  COUNTIES  EAST  LEAGUE 
Premier  tevtatort  Arnold  3  HasWd  Mam  i 


GILBERT  LEAGUE  CUP:  Second  round, 
second  lag:  Atnystwyih  Q  Ebb*  Vale  Q 
(Ebtrw  Vale  win  44  on  ago). 

Endslbgh  insurance  midland 
COMBINATION:  Premier  dMtion:  BMOn 
CommunQy  Coteqe  2  David  Lloyd  AFC  1 
JEWS ON  WESSEX  LEAGUE:  First  <3 
virion:  Bemcrton  Heafti  Hail  2  BAT  1; 
Boumemorth  I  East  Cams  0:  Portsmouth 
RN  0  AFCNentuy  2. 

JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES  LEA. 
GU&  Premier  tevtsaorc  Sudbury  Wander- 
etsASoham  1 

BANKS’S  BREWERY  LEAGUE:  Cuff.  Sec 
ond  round,  tet  tog:  LudkM  i  Gomd  i. 


HANDBALL 


BOM:  Women’s  world  championship; 
Lest  16:  Poland  30  France  20;  South  Korea 
29  Czech  RepuUc  26.  Norwm  34  Austria 
18.  Germany  33  Belarus  23.  Denmark  30 
Ffcjngapr  2S.  Croatia  30  Angola  2Z  Rusea 
3  Ivory  Coast  20. 


NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NHL).  Dearest  7 
Vancouver  S;  Now  York  Islanders  T  CaJgay 
3:  Los  Angatos  1  Ptiztxr&i  2. 


POOLS  DIVIDENDS 


UTTLEWOOOS:  Treble  chance:  24pts 
C1.076  0S.23pts£13  75.22pts£1  7Q  MaS- 


tone  result  2tpts  Cl  S3  75.  Four  teaws: 
£555.  Mne  homes;  £1,41100.  Five 
arrays:  £1985. 

VSWONS:  Treble  chence  (third  tevktond 
cancetod  as  I  wid  have  been  less  than 
El):  24pts  £38095.  23pls  £825  Sup« 
shots:  £17.65  (pakS  on  three  correct). 
Premier  10c  £79.50  (paid  on  eigta  correct) 
ZETTERS:  Treble  chanor  24pts  E1182S. 
23p(s  £2.  Four  amys:  £1  SO.  Eight  homes: 
£2560  Four  dmw  £2  AI  draws  treble 
chance:  24pts  £3.10.  Fate  five:  £1335. 


RUGBY  UNION 


IRELAND  (vtay.  December  20):  KNowfen 
(S  Mary's  Ccfegej:  D  HlcWe  (SI  Mary’s 
Cafcce].  R  Henderson  (Wasps).  M  McCafi 
(London  tosh).  K  Uaggs  (Bristol):  O- 
Humphreys  (London  tosh).  N  Hogan 
(Oxtord  UnrverstyAxndon  total:  R 
Corrigan  (Greystones).  K  Wood  (Harte- 
<Pta s.  captan).  P  WaBace  (SaracoTs).  P 


P  >'  ***  1  >|-  *|r  li 


SNOOKS? 


aWGBt:  German  Open:  Last  18:  K 
Dtewly  fko)  bt  Shotafl  M  (PakJ  S-Z  A 
Ham»tor  (Eng)  bt  J  Fornuson  fEng)  52;  J 
Parrott  (Eng)  bt  S  Lee  (Eng)  S-i. 


SQUASH 


- 4„l - : -  JP“^1 

si 


Johns  (Saracens).  M  OTGefc  rt^ndon 
total.  0  O'Grady  (Sale).  K  Dawson 
(London  tosh).  E  Mfitor  o^toetieri. 
FtootocecnefBa  C  O^hee  (London  hta).  B 
CTVeara  (Cork  Constteton),  E  Dwood 
(Galweteans).  A  Clark#  (Northampton),  J 
Rfcpatrk*  (London  tosh).  O  Eraktoe  (Sria) 
REPRESENTATIVE  MATCH:  floral  Navy 
20  Royti  New  Zealand  Navy  10  (at  US 
Portsrmxta) 

SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  Dtfy  Mafl  Urtoer- 
15  Cup:  Ftet  round: .  Boston  GS  24 


wJ 


WEIGHTLIFTING 


15-11.  17-15,  1&S; 

M  Moral  (Egypt)  16-12. 


HONG  KON&  Puk  fa ti  Yeow  world 
doubles  champlonaNpe:  firat  quafiMng 
round:  Merc  Group  TV  Atasala  U  Hotarto 
15-9.  17-15;  Pakistan  fat  Canada  15-11, 
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Silver  Ferns  draw  on  their  roots 


The  men  in  blade  may  have 
packed  up  [heir  haka  and 
returned  to  New  Zealand,  but 
English  sport  cannot  breathe  a  sigh  of 
relief  just  yet.  The  women  are  here, 
they  play  netball — dressed  in  black  — 
and  they  are  called  the  Silver  Ferns. 

Teresa  Tain.  24.  plays  goal  shooter 
or  goal  attack  for  the  ream  ranked 
third  in  the  world.  Though  not 
Towering  by  netball  standards  —  she  is 
just  over  six  feet  tall  —  her  consider¬ 
able  strength  and  speed  make  her  one 
of  the  most  dangerous  target  players. 
She  comes  from  Cook  Island  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean  and  is  proud  of  her 
Maori  roots. 

“I  love  my  culture  and  my  people," 
she  said.  "There  aren’t  too  many  Cook 
Islanders  playing  for  New  Zealand  at 
the  moment,  so  it  makes  me  very 
proud.  The  Rirific  Island  people,  as 
you  can  see  with  Jonah  Lomu  in  the 
rugby,  tend  to  be  bigger  sized  and 
bigger  boned.  We  have  a  lor  of 
strength.” 

England  might  be  relieved  that 
Tairi  is  presently  hampered  by  a  sore 
shoulder.  The  home  side  will  be 
grateful  for  any  advantage  in  its 
attempt  To  reverse  an  embarrassing 
trend.  Before  the  start  of  The  second  of 
a  three-match  series  in  Birmingham 
last  night  England  had  managed  just 
one  win  in  the  48  meetings  since  1949. 
the  latest  defeat  coming  in  Brighton 
last  weekend.  National  Lottery  fund¬ 
ing  is  changing  the  once  barren 


The  women  in  black  may  not  offer  the  haka,  but  they 
still  provide  a  stem  challenge  of  sporting  resolve 


landscape  of  amateur 
sport  and  English 
netball  is  keen  to  forge 
a  brighter  outlook  for 
itself. 

Rjrhaps  like  the  one 
already  enjoyed  in 
New  Zealand.  Second 
only  to  rugby  union  in 
its  spectator  appeal, 
netball  attracts  consid¬ 
erable  media  attention 
and  financial  backing. 

It  is  the  mosr  popular 
women’s  sport  bui  is 
also  played  by  men. 
who  have  separate 
leagues,  and  so  suffers 
none  of  the  male  deri¬ 
sion  heaped  on  it  here. 

All  the  Silver  Ferns  are 
well-known  faces  on 
New  Zealand  tele¬ 
vision.  Fbr  Tairi.  mod¬ 
est  and  self-effacing,  the  glory  of  fame 
is  not  as  satisfying  as  the  unifying 
power  of  sport. 

Before  beaming  an  administrator 
at  Auckland  Girls  Grammar  School 
she  spent  three  years  as  a  recreation 
programmer  working  with  street  kids 
in  South  Auckland. 

“At  the  pool  or  in  the  gym  we’d  get  a 


SARAH 

POTTER 


lot  of  kids  who  just 
didn't  want  to  go  home 
or  who  didn’t  have 
homes  to  go  to,"  she 
said.  "They’d  see  my 
face  on  television  and 
that's  where  the  role 
model  pan  would 
come  in.  I’d  try  to  be 
like  a  big  sister 
because,  although  you 
can't  look  after  them 
all  the  time,  you  can 
show  them  good 
values." 

According  to  Tairi. 
Pacific  Island  people 
are  very  home  and 
church  orientated.  She 
claims  that  her  success 
would  not  have  been 
possible  without  the 
sacrifices  made  by  her 
mother  and  two  sis¬ 
ters.  "Mum  was  a  sole  parent  so  it 
wasn't  easy,”  she  said.  “Financially  we 
weren’t  struggling,  but  we  didn’t  have 
enough  to  buy  extras,  like  training 
gear.  We  didn't  have  a  car  and 
mum  took  two  jobs  to  pay  for  my  net¬ 
ball." 

Now  she  has  reached  the  highest 
level,  all  her  expenses  are  covered  and. 


although  she  made  her  debut  in  1993, 
she  still  Finds  travelling  with  the  Silver 
Ferns  exciting.  “We  are  in  a  rebuilding 
time  at  the  moment  with  a  lot  of  young 
players,  but  we  know  that  when  we 
step  onto  the  court  we  look  very 
intimidating.  Women  in  black,  it's 
such  a  strong  colour  and  I  think  we’re 
all  aware  of  tr." 

The  Silver  Ferns  stop  short  of 
displaying  the  son  of  cultural  show¬ 
manship  issued  by  the  All  Blacks, 
although  there  is,  apparently,  a  female 
version  of  the  haka.  “It  involves  a  lot  of 
chanting  and  wailing."Tairi  said,  "but 
the  girls  aren't  prepared  to  try  to  learn 
id  We  stick  to  the  songs  we  all  know." 

Maori  culture  is  never  more  than  a 
whisper  away,  however.  “Mana"  is 
Maori  for  pride  and  when  a  group  of 
their  women  stand  together  they 
generare,  through  their  presence 
alone,  a  unifying  force.  "Ids  almost  a 
spiritual  Thing,"  Tairi.  said,  “even  the 
non-Maori  players  feel  it.  It’s  pan  of 
our  culture  and  it’s  really  positive  for 
the  Silver  Ferns.  We  have  a  lot  of 
mana." 

Tairi  and  her  team-mates  also  have 
a  lot  of  respect  for  their  opponents. 
They  know  English  hearts  are  set  on  a 
long  overdue  win.  but  with  unseen 
powers  to  contend  with,  not  to  mention 
the  physical  presence  of  black-dad  six 
footers  everywhere,  it  hardly  seems 
sensible  to  dare  hope  for  a  home  win. 
May  some  other  force  be  with  Eng¬ 
land.  History  says  they  will  need  h. 


CRICKET 


mark  as  captain 


From  Michael  Henderson  in  dubai 


FOUR  teams  have  arrived 
here  for  The  Champions  Tro¬ 
phy.  a  50-over  competition 
that  begins  in  Sharjah  today. 
Pakistan  come  hotfoot  from 
trouncing  West  Indies  3-0  in 
their  home  Test  series:  West 
Indies,  therefore,  step  contrite¬ 
ly.  The  other  teams.  England 
and  India,  play  die  opening 
game  today.  They  lie  some¬ 
where  between  Pakistan,  the 
favourites,  and  West  Indies, 
who  will  be. lucky  to.  win  a 
march. 

England  are  the  only  side 
here  who  have  not  come  direct 
from  a  Test  series.  For  them, 
the  serious  business  of  the 
winter  lies  ahead,  when  they 
go  the  Caribbean  next  month. 
That  is  nor  to  say  that  this 
tournament  lacks  value.  It  is 
of  immense  importance  in 
helping  to  find  die  team  that 
contests  the  World  Cup  in 
England  in  18  months’  time. 
The  road  to  that  World  Cup 
starts  here. 

If  Adam  Hoflioake  is  to 
retain  the  captaincy  along 
every  step  of  that  read,  then 
dearly  it  is  going  to  be  a 
bracing  journey.  He  held  a 
most  affirmative  press  confer¬ 
ence  yesterday  morning  and 
then,  after  die  players  had- 
practised  under  lights  at  the 
ground,  he  helped  to  select  a 
side  notable  for  one  omission: 
his  younger  brother. 

Ben  Hollioake.  the  junior 
member  of  the  party  at  20 
years  and  one  month,  made  a 
cracking  start  to  his  one-day 
international  career,  against 
Australia  at  Lord's  in  the 
Texaco  Trophy  in  May,  when 
he  scored  63  runs  from  48 
balls,  and  was  supposed  to  bat 
first  wicket  down  here  and 


bowl  medium  pace.  He  still 
might  but,  for  the  time  being, 
he  must  wait  for  his  chance. 
After  -  the  two  warm-up 
matches  in  Lahore  last  week. 
Hollioake  Sr  .  and  David 
Lloyd,  the  coach,  have  recon¬ 
sidered  the  balance  of  the  side. 
Nick  Knight  bats  at  No  3.  and 
Hollioake  Jr  sits  it  out  The 
other  dther-or  places  go  to 
Dean  Headley,  who  is  pre¬ 
ferred  to  Peter  Martin  with  the 
new  ball,  and  Robert  Croft. 


DETAILS 


ENGLAND:  A.  J  HoMoaka  (captain).  A  J 
Stewait.  AD  Brown.  NVKnnht  &  A  Hick, 
G  P Thorps.  M  A  Eatoam.  D  R  Bream .  M  V 
Renwg,  R  D  B  Crpa,  D  W  Haadsy 


SS 


INDIA  fprotwUel:  S  R  TwvJi*ar  (cap¬ 
tain).  NS  Sidhu.  S  C  GangtJy.  R  S  Drawl 
MAztiaruddin.  AD  JadeJa.  HR! 

Karim.  A  Kurt**  J  SrinaOi.  B  K  VF 

TROPHY  FIXTURES:  Today:  Inda  v 
England  Tomorrow:  Pakistan,  v  Wes 
tnefes.  Doc  13:  England  v  West  Indies. 
Dec  m  hfa  v  rekisten.  Dec- .15: 
Pakistan  v  England.  Dae  16:  knfia  v  Was! 
Indies.  Doc  ifc  Final. 


who  gets  the  spinning  vote 
over  Ashley  Giles. 

It  is  a  mild  surprise  because 
Ben  Hollioake  gives  his  cap¬ 
tain  the  optical  of  having 
another  bowler  and  he  has 
done  little  wrong  with  the  bat 
since  his  dramatic  promotion 
last  summer.  Far  from  it;  he 
has  done  a  lot  right.  Against 
that  must  be  set  Knight’s 
excellent  record  for  England 
in  one-day  cricket  -and  his 
smartness  in  the  field,  where 
he  has  one  of  the  best  pair  of 
hands  in  the  team. 

David  Graveney.  the  tour 
manager,  said  that  the  selec¬ 
tion  had  been  difficult.  “They 
were  all  tight  decisions” 


CLICK  IT  FOR  CRICKET 
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Graveney  said.  “We  have 
picked  what  we  think  is  our 
;  best  team  for  this  match,  but 
obviously  we.  have  to  see  how 
we  play  and  how  the  pitch 
plays  in  this  opening  game." 

The  players  have  knitted 
together  most  impressively 
over  the  past  week.  There  are 
no  cliques,  despite  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  five  Surrey  players  and 
three  each  from  Warwickshire 
and  Kent,  and  the  mood  of 
.relaxed  concentration  sup¬ 
ports  the  belief  that;  despite 
their  lack  of  competitive  inter¬ 
national  action,  England  have 
the  ability  to  reach  the  final. 
To  do  that,  they  must  win 
today  against  an  India  side 
whose  baiting  is  stronger  than 
its  bowling. 

"We  are  in  a  good  situa¬ 
tion.”  Adam  Hollioake  said, 
“because  everybody  is  in  pret¬ 
ty  good  form,  and  it's  nice  that 
the  first  problem  is  who  to 
leave  out  rather  than  who  to 
pick.  Once  we  won  that  first 
march  in  Lahore  last  week  we 
realised  that  things  were 
going  as  weD  as  we  could  have 
hoped  We  are  dying  to  get  out 
there  and  show  what  we  can 
do." 

Hollioake  thought  that  it 
was  easier  to  lead  this  team 
than  Surrey,  who  he  captained 
to  Benson  and  Hedges  Cup 
success  last  season.  He 
praised  the  players  around 
him,  senior  and  junior,  fbr 
helping  to  forge  the  right  spirit 
and,  with  an  interesting  turn 
of  phrase,  he  said:  “Everybody 
has  huge  aspirations."  Note 
the  word:  to  aspire,  nor  simply 
to  hope. 

As  for  his  own  aspirations, 
he  was  quite  definite.  “It  is  a 
major  honour  to  captain  Eng¬ 
land.  but  more  than  that  I  love 
playing  in  a  winning  team.” 
he  said.  “I  would  rather  play 
in  a  winning  team  than  cap¬ 
tain  a  losing  one.  I  would  not 
lose  any  sleep  if  I  was  nor 
captain  of  England,  but  i 
would  if  I  was  not  in  the 

Of  all  the  players  who  stand 
to  benefit  from  the  cricker  in 
the  next  week  —  of  whom 
Dougie  Brown  and  Matthew 
Fleming  can  perhaps  make 
the  most  ground  —  Hollioake 
can  set  out  his  stall,  as  football 
managers  say.  The  signs  are 
good.  He  has  certainly  made 
an  impressive  start. 


Leng.  left,  and  Edwards  celebrate  after  England's  opening  defeat  of  South  Africa  in  Hyderabad  yesterday 

Edwards  opens  case  for  defence 


From  Thkasy  Petropoulos 

IN  HYDERABAD 

THE  England  women's  team 
launched  their  defence  of  the 
World  Cup  with  a  convincing 
victory  over  South  Africa  here 
yesterday.  Overnight  rain  re¬ 
duced  the  contest  to  20  overs 
per  side,  bur  it  was  a  surprise 
that  this  match  was  able  to  get 
underway  at  all. 

The  players  arrived  at  the 
ground  to  find  a  sodden  wicket 
and  the  groundstaff  burning 
off  the  excess  water  with  coal. 
Rudimenrary  it  may  have 
been,  but  it  worked  aod  play 
began  in  the  afternoon. 

As  expected.  Charlotte 
Edwards  opened  the  batting 
with  Jan  Brittin.  but  England 
were  pegged  back  by  the 
South  Africa  opening  bowlers. 
The  need  to  increase  the  tempo 


accounted  for  Brittin ”s  wicket, 
a  run  out  after  a  mid-wicket 
mix-up. 

Two  more  wickets  followed, 
but  Edwards.  17.  stood  firm 
and  was  soon  into  her  stride, 
striking  lour  crisp  boundaries 
on  her  way  to  top-scoring  with 
38  off  50  balls.  The  manner  of 
her  dismissal,  stumped  aim¬ 
ing  an  ugly  heave  to  mid- 
wicket  off  Kim  Price,  was  out 
of  character  with  what  had 
been  a  mature  and  stylish 
innings.  Some  useful  hitting 
by  Jane  Cassar,  who  contrib¬ 
uted  24  in  28  balls,  boosted  the 
total  to  94  for  seven,  with 
Cassar  run  out  off  the  final 
ball  of  the  twentieth  over. 

South  Africa’s  reply  faltered 
at  the  start  when  Karen 
Smithies  picked  up  three  wick¬ 
ets.  including  two  in 
successive  halls,  as  they 


reached  42  for  three  in  the 
seventh  over.  Kathryn  Leng. 
the  leg  spinner,  then  took 
charge,  completing  her  four 
overs  for  the  loss  of  just  nine 
runs. 

Edwards,  who  had  not 
bowled  for  England  before, 
picked  up  two  wickets  in  her 
first  over  of  leg  spin,  a  feat  that 
earned  her  the  responsibility 
of  bowling  the  final  over,  with 
South  Africa  needing  13  runs 
to  win.  They  made  just  five  of 
them,  for  the  loss  of  Alta 
Kotze’S  wicket 

Edwards,  who  scored  a 
century  when  these  reams  met 
at  Taunton  earlier  this  year, 
was  unsurprisingly  named 
Player  of  the  Match,  or  Eve  of 
the  Match,  as  the  Indian 
organisers  are  calling  the  ac¬ 
colade.  "I  was  surprised  when 
I  was  asked  to  bowl  as  it  was 


the  first  time  I  had  bowled  for 
England,”  she  said,  “f  was 
ready  for  the  challenge, 
though,  and  because  it  was 
spinning,  even  wide  balls  were 
difficult  to  hit." 

This  win  gives  England  six 
points  and  a  chance  of  finish¬ 
ing  pool  A  as  the  leading  team, 
ensuring  an  easier  draw  in  the 
quarter-finals.  Ireland  shared 
three  points  with  Australia 
when  their  match  in  Madras 
was  rained  off,  boosting  their 
chances  of  reaching  the  knock¬ 
out  stage.  Neither  team  was 
happy  with  the  decision, 
which  was  made  because  the 
umpires  felt  that  the  pitch  was 
"too  soft”. 

Denmark  cruised  to  an 
eight-wicket  victory  over  Paki¬ 
stan  in  Mysore,  reaching  66 
for  two  in  29.3  overs  in  reply  to 
Pakistan's  65  off  30.4. 


SQUASH 

England’s 
wide  boys 
courting 
success 


From  Colin  McQuillan 

IN  HONG  KONG 

SQUASH,  for  decades  diffi¬ 
cult  to  sell,  particularly  on 
television,  has  uncovered  a 
new  formula  of  spectator 
appeal.  On  new  courts  built  at 
the  Hong  Kong  Football  Dub. 
with  high-tech  sliding  side¬ 
walls  that  convert  four  21ft- 
wide  singles  courts  into  three 
25ft-wide  doubles  courts  at  the 
touch  of  a  button,  the  World 
Squash  Federation  (WSF1  has 
launched  its  first  World  Dou¬ 
bles  Championship. 

In  the  hands  of  the  tireless, 
super-fit  elite  of  the  game,  four 
people  on  a  court  designed  for 
two  leads  inexorably  io 
extended  defensive  marches  of 
near-soporific  quality.  There¬ 
fore.  afrer  considerable 
research,  the  WSF  added  four 
feet  to  the  width  of  the  stan¬ 
dard  court 

On  the  25ft  courts  of  the 
football  dub.  a  luxurious  facil¬ 
ity  financed  by  a  recent  land 
swap  with  the  wealthy  Hong 
Kong  Jockey  Club,  England 
yesterday  defeated  Scotland 
and  Malaysia  in  the  men's 
qualifying  rounds  of  the  new 
world  event,  then  Singapore 
and  Scotland  in  the  women's 
qualifying  rounds.  Later  in  the 
week,  when  play  progresses 
on  to  the  first  alkransparent 
Perspex  doubles  showcourt.  a 
mixed  doubles  event  will  be 
added. 

Chris  Walker  and  Mark 
Cairns,  both  world  top-ten 
players,  were  involved  in  a 
51-minute  1S-5. 12-15. 15-7  battle 
with  two  Malaysian  young¬ 
sters.  Kenneth  Low  and  Mich¬ 
ael  Soo,  that  plainly 
entertained  the  players  them¬ 
selves  and  drew  fascinated 
spectators  from  all  over  the 
vast  dub.  even  away  from  the 
gallery  overlooking  the  Wed¬ 
nesday  evening  meeting  on 
tiie  neighbouring  racecourse. 

The  English  women,  Cas¬ 
sandra  Jackman  and  Sue 
Wright  surprised  by  the  fast 
learning  curve  of  the  Scottish 
sisters,  Senga  and  Helen 
Macfie,  who  had  earlier  lost  to 
Hong  Kong,  had  to  produce  a 
determined  third  game  that 
stretched  their  opponents  to 
the  farthest  reaches  of  the 
enlarged  competitive  territory. 


BOWLS 

Price  rises  to 
meet  Corsie’s 
final  assault 

JOHN  PRICE  won  the  CIS 
(Insurance)  Scottish  Masters 
title  for  a  record  fourth  time 
at  Coatbridge  yesterday 
(David  Rhys  Jones  writes). 

In  the  final,  he  rarely 
allowed  Richard  Corsie  a 
sight  of  the  jack  on  his  way  to 
an  unexpectedly  easy  7-0,  7-3, 
7-4  victory. 

Earlier,  Corsie  defeated  the 
reigning  world  champion, 
Hugh  Duff,  7-2,  4-7.  7-5,  In  a 
best  of  three  sets  semi-final. 

On  his  way  to  the  final, 
Corsie  showed  the  sort  of 
form  that  took  him  to  the 
wmid  indoor  singles  tide 
three  times  between  1989  and 
1993.  but  he  simply  could  not 
cope  with  Price's  remorseless 
drawing  to  the  jack. 


SCOREBOARD  FROM  HYDERABAD 
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JBnimmiou . . 

C  Eckwtds  Tertteiche  b  Pries 

B  Daniels  tow  b  Kotze . 

S  fuMcaflb  c  TertSancne  t>  Pries. 

tJ  Cassa/  rwi  out . . . — 

*K  Smithies  c  OWw  b  toytaars 
K  Leng  si  Teftotantfie  b  Eksteen.. 

M-Reynard  not  out . 

6dras  lib  S.  w  2) _  ..  ___ 

Total  (7  wkts,  20  avers) - B4 

S  Redtem.  C  Tsytot  and  D  Connor  efid  noi 
bat 

FALL  OF  WICKETS  M4.  2-22.  3-33. 
4-68,  5-69.  6-92.  7-92. 

BOWUNG-  tone  4-0-13-1;  Lalng  +0- 
15-0:  Eksnsen  4-0-19-1;  Price  4-1-17-2: 
kuyiaars  4-0-25-1 

Umttfss.  o  h  Krishna  and  C  Kumar 


SOUTH  AFRICA 

L  Otaer  SI  Cassar  b  SnWres  .  ..  5 

E  Akehust  c  Darnels  b  Smithies... . 13 

H  Daves  s>  Cass»  b  Smilrtes ... .  0 

K  Lama  c  Darnete  b  Leng  .  14 

DRedrunM*  S 

tD  Tertnanche  b  Connor .  ...b 

C  Eksteen  c  Connor  b  Edwards . 3 

A  Kuyaars  b  Edwards .  1 

A  Kotze  st  Cassar  b  Edwards . 13 

•K  Price  notoui _  .  .  IS 

A  Bawfdenhoul  not  out - -  __  1 

boras  (lb  3  w  S.  nb  1J . .  9 

Total  {9  wids.  20  overs) - 87 


FALL  OF  WICKETS-  MO.  2-10.  3-30. 
4-42.  5-46.  6-56.  7-58.  Ml.  9-86 

BOWUNG:  Rediem  2-0-10-0;  Smithies 
4-0-26-3  Reynard  4-0-10-0:  Lang  4-1- 
9-1;  Edwards  341-150;  Connor  34>14-1 


Waugh  makes  defiant  stand 

batted  any  differently  because 
I'm  captain  and  I  haven't  felt 
any  pressure  batting  because 
I’m  captain." 

Waugh  also  dismissed  sug¬ 
gestions  that  the  dropping  of 
Ian  Healy.  the  vastly-experi¬ 
enced  Test  wicketkeeper,  from 
the  one-day  team  had  upset 
the  squad.  “The  lan  Healy 
issue  is  over  and  it's  had  no 
effect  on  the  side,"  he  said. 

The  injured  Australia  open¬ 
ing  bowlers,  Paul  Reiffel,  who 
has  a  strained  hamstring,  and 
Glerui  McGrath,  who  pulled  a 
muscle  in  his  stomach  last 
week,  are  expected  to  be  asked 
to  prove  their  Fitness  for  the 
opening  Test  match  against 
South  Africa,  which  starts  in 
Melbourne  on  Boxing  Day,  in 
the  next  round  of  Sheffield 
Shield  matches. 


STEVE  WAUGH,  the  Austra¬ 
lia  captain,  said  yesterday 
that  wholesale  changes  and 
new  tactics  were  not  the  an¬ 
swer.  TO  the  poor  batting  of 
Australia's  limited-overs  side. 

Waugh  said  that  his  re¬ 
vamped  onfrday  team  re¬ 
mained  in  good  spirits  and 
was  confident  of  a  return  to 
batting  form  despite  another 
bad  performance  against 
South  Africa  in  the  World 
Series  Cup  in  Melbourne  on 
Tuesday.  Australia  restricted 
South.  Africa  to  170  for  eight  off 
their  50  overs,- yet  were  routed 
for  125  with  more  than  ten 
overs  to  spare.  It  was  a  similar 
story  last  week  in  Sydney 
when  South  Africa  were  .re¬ 
stricted  to  200,  only  to  dismiss 
Australia  for  133  in  38  overs. 

"The  answer  is  n»t  to  throw 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 

the  bat  at  the  ball,  that’s  the 
last  thing  we  need  to  do," 
Waugh  said.  “It's  been  a 
frustrating  time  because  we 
know  we  are  better  than  that 
with  the  bat  I  think  this  is  the 
best  one-day  team  Australia 
'  has  ai  the  moment  and  we  just 
have  to  put  it  together  with  the 
bat"  Waugh  is  under  pressure 
to  perform,  both  as  batsman 
and  limited-overs  captain,  u 
role  that  he  took  over  from  the 
deposed  Mark  Taylor. 

Waugh,  after  a  moderate 
Tbst  series  against  New  Zea¬ 
land  in  which  he  passed  50 
only  once,  has  had  a  series  of 
disappointing  scores  in  the 
one-day  matches.  “Sure.  I'm 
disappointed  with  the  way  I've 
batted,"  he  said.  “But  1  haven’t 


Now  yon  don’t  hare  to  travel  tinless  you  wsfrtfcL  'WSfh  BT  Conference  Caff, 


B1  Conference  Call.  For  a  free  demonstration: 

Freefone  0800  800  800 


OFFER  ENDS  ?1. 12.97. 
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David  Powell  finds  leading  athletes  taking  up  university  places 


Bath  establishes  ysbeSSk 

Erasing.  one  ”L  «onsand  -dm  -d  m  .  National  Lottery,  university 

sss^j-  elite  role  m  snort 

cmc  luic  in  apuu 


ASK  Jacqui  Agyepong  where  she  is 
based  and  she  answers  “four  w  ^ 
different  places”.  One  P1^  ,r[ 
sprints  training,  one  for  .hunaiK 
work,  another  for  weight  sessions  and 
an  hour  up  the  road  when  she  needs 
physiotherapy.  It  will  all  see1" 
strange  next  month  when  everything 
she  needs  will  be  in  one  spot 
Agyepong.  the  1994  CWnmon- 
wealth  Games  100  metres  hurdles 
silver  medal-winner,  is  one  of  four 


ainietes  wno  naveagreo. - - 

of  the  new  elite  athletics  programme 
at  Bath  University.  launched  yesfer_ 
day.  No  longer  will  she  face  treks 
from  London  to  Birmingham  for 
technical  coaching.  She  is  moving  to 
Bath  to  base  herself  at  the  university  s 
E6  million  "sports  training  village". 

Colin  Jackson,  the  110  metres 
hurdles  world  record-holder,  and  two 
young  athletes  with  the  most  difficult 
roles  among  active  British  athletes. 
Allison  Curbishley  and  Ian  Maoue, 
are  also  on  board.  Curbishley,  a  fine 
400  metres  hurdles  prospect,  is 
seeking  to  fill  the  gap  left  by  Sally 
Gunnell's  retirement.  Madae  is 
Christie’s  successor  as  Great  Britain's 
No  1  senior  100  metres  runner. 


Jackson  is  selling  his  home  in 
South  Wales  to  move  to  Bath,  tempted 
by  the  chance  to  be  reunited  perma- 
nmthr  with  Malcolm  Arnold,  the 


coach  who  steered  him  to  his  greatest 
triumphs.  Arnold,  after  four  years  as 
the  Great  Britain  head  coach,  has 
vacated  that  role  to  take  charge  of  the 
programme  at  Bath. 

For  two  years,  while  both  men  were 
pulled  in  other  directions  —  Arnold 
working  for  the  British  Athletic 
Federation  and  his  athlete  towards 
the  management  business  he  ran 
with  Christie— Jackson's  form  deteri¬ 
orated.  Last  summer,  Jackson  wait 
back  to  Arnold  for  closer  attention 
and  won  a  silver  medal  at  the  world 
championships  in  Athens.  Now  the 
knot  is  to  be  pulled  tighter. 

Bath  has  provided  the  rope.  Al¬ 
ready,  its  elite  swimming  programme 


is  reaping  rewards.  The  university  is 
home  to  six  Olympic  swimmers, 
among  them  Paul  Palmer,  the  400 
metres  freestyle  silver  medal-winner 


In  Atlanta.  From  training  in  a 
25-metre  school  pool  In  Lincolnshire, 
at  hours  to  suit  the  school,  he  now  has 
everything  he  needs  when  he  needs  it 

The  university  offers,  according  to 
Ged  Roddy,  its  director  of  sport 
“good  facilities  and  the  right  support 
services  in  a  compact,  multipart 
environment".  Six  sports  have  been 
embraced  at  elite  level,  or  will  be  — 
tennis,  swimming,  rugby  union, 
cricket  athletics  and  hockey. 

"Where  we  differ  from  other  uni¬ 
versities  is  that  we  provide  coaching 
for  full-time  squads,”  Roddy  said. 
Beneath  the  top  tier  is  the  scholarship 
programme,  which  used  to  be  the 
pinnade.  The  first  thing  that  greets 


arrivals  at  the  village  is  a  notice: 
“Sydney  2000.  Wfll  you  be  there?” 

Hie  facilities,  built  and  developed 
since  1992,  have  been  financed  by  die 
National  Lottery,  university  and  rity 
counciL  It  is  proposed  to  build  an 
indoor  training  arena,  for  Arnold  to 
head  a  team  of  coaches  and  for  die 
number  of  elite  athletes  to  be  in¬ 
creased  to  12.  Arnold's  role  will 
indude  developing  roaches.  Roddy 
emphasised  the  importance  of  full¬ 
time  roadies  for  spent  at  universities. 


"We  tend  to  employ  lecturers  that  will 
■do  sport  part-time,”  he  said. 

Why  should  a  university  concern 
itself  with  elite  athletes?  Three  good 
reasons,  according  to  Roddy.  Athletes 
on  scholarships,  such  as  Tatum 
Nelson.  Britain’s  top-ranked  teenage 
woman  sprinter,  will  benefit  from  the 
presence  of  high-achievers.  "With 
Colin  here,  she  can  see  what  she  has 
to  aspire  to,"  Roddy  said. 

Then  there  is  the  opportunity  for 
the  university's  sports  scientists  to 
conduct  research  working  with  lead¬ 
ing  athletes.  Furthermore,  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  leading-  athletes  is  likely, 
according  to  Roddy,  to  attract  “quali¬ 
ty  students”  to  the  university. 


TELEVISION  CHOICE 


Blue’s  value  measured  in  gold 


T! 


The  toughest  and  often 
the  greatest  days  in 
sport  are  those  when 
there  is  no  tomorrow. 
The  sprinter  kneeling  in  the 
blocks,  head  bowed,  at  the 
start  of  an  Olympic  final;  the 
penalty  taker  outstaring  a 
goalkeeper  in  a  World  Cup 
shoot-out  —  these  competitors, 
and  die  world  watching  them, 
know  that  tins  fa  their  one  shot 
at  glory.  There  can  be  no 
replays,  no  second  chances. 

The  drama  of  such  unforgiv¬ 
ing  showdowns  goes  a  long 
way  to  explain  the  mysterious 
attraction  of  tire  Varsity  match 
at  Twickenham  this  week. 
How  baffling  it  may  seem  that 
a  couple  of  student  sides  can 
pull  in  a  crowd  of  70,000. 
when  even  lop  dub  outfits  in 
this  professional  era  would  be 
happy  to  play  in  front  of  a 
crowd  a  tenth  of  that  size. 

Yet  the  once-a-year  shows, 
such  as  the  Varsity  match  and 
the  Boat  Race,  have  enduring 
appeal  because  everyone  un¬ 
derstands  and  enjoys  the  sim- 
ptidty  of  a  one-off  contest  It  is 
this,  along  with  a  number  of 
quaint  traditions,  that  makes 
them  unique  —  and  can  fill 
Twickenham,  or  have  hun¬ 
dreds  on  the  towpath  suddenly 
becoming  supporters  of  fight 
or  dark  blue. 

The  traditions  can  be  sur¬ 
prisingly  cruel.  The  rower, 
John  Woodhouse,  for  instance, 
must  go  down  in  Boat  Race 
history  as  one  of  the  unluddest 
men  to  miss  a  Blue.  He  was 
the  Cambridge  stroke  in  1979 
and  had  trained  for  months 
for  the  race.  He  was  hit  by  a 


stomach  bug  at  the  last  minute 
and  was  only  ruled  out  of  the 
boat  after  an  experimental 
two-minute  start  on  the  Satur¬ 
day  morning.  His  year  of 
sacrifice  counted  for  nothing 
—  no  seat  in  the  boat  inevita¬ 
bly  meant  no  Blue. 

But  tradition  fa  tradition,  so 
it  was  both  puzzling  and  sad  to 
see  one  harmless  custom 
kicked  aside  this  year  at 
Twickenham.  For  the  first 
time  the  Rugby  Football 
Union  insisted  that  the  line  be 
run  ty  professional  referees. 
Traditionally  the  two  captains 
from  the  previous  year  ran  the 
line,  all  blazered  and  scarfed 


Answers  from  page  46 
PAULINA 

(b)  Anti  goons’  wife  in  The  Winter's  Tale.  She  is  proud,  noMc- 
hearted,  forthright  and  impulsive.  Alone  of  aS  Leontes'  courtiers; 
she  Cells  him  exactly  what  she  thinks  of  his  behaviour. 

TRINCULO  _ 

(a)  Alonso's  jester,  made  lugubrious  by  drink  in  77ze  Tempest  He 
spends  his  tune  with  Caliban  and  Stephana  plotting  to  instal 
Sfephano  in  Prospero's  place.  For  most  of  the  time  his  wits  are 
soused  in  sack,  but  be  has  occasional  flashes  of  insightful  asperity,  to 
remind  us  of  his  true  calling.  “The  folly  of  this  island!  They  say 
titered  but  five  upon  this  isle.  We  are  three  of  them.  If  th'othcr  tare  be 
brained  Like  us,  the  state  totters." 

BELARIUS 

(a)  Loyal  Lord  banished  by  Cymbetine  20  years  before  the  {day 
begins,  and  now  living  in  the  Welsh  woods  under  the  name  of 
Morgan.  He  is  grizzled,  brave  and  honest,  a  worthy  foster-father  to 
Gtridciius  and  Arviragus. 

FL0RIZEL 

(b)  In  The  Winter's  Tale,  the  handsome  young  prince  who  falte  in 
love  with  Perdito  and  dopes  with  her  after  his  father  Pofixenes 
forbids  the  nakfa.  He  is  like  the  principal  boy  in  pantomime,  *m) 
the  chief  feature  of  ins  rule  is  the  ringing,  heroic  rhetoric  he  has  to 


SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 
I.  Qd7!  Qxd7;  2.  RxfS  is  mate,  or  if  I. . . .  Qxb4;  2.  Qf7  and  wins. 


up,  their  shorts  ridiculously 
short 

It  had  worked  without  prob¬ 
lems  for  a  century  or  so. 
Though  when  the  Varsity 
match  began  they  did  not 
bother  with  referees  at  alL 
That,  though,  was  in  the  far  off 
days  of  20  a  side,  when  games 
were  played  at  places  such  as 
Blackheath,  the  Oval  and 
Queen's  Club. 

Despite  the  lack  of  their 
usual  line  judges,  the  teams 
produced  a  surprisingly  spirit¬ 
ed  performance  at  Twicken¬ 
ham,  when  there  was  danger 
of  a  terrible  anticlimax  on  a 
pitch  still  warm  from  the 
battle  between  England  and 
New  Zealand. 

Student  sport  today  finds 
itself  in  a  strange  position-  All 
the  talk  is  of  professionalism 
and  yet.  somehow,  it  has 
managed  to  carve  out  a  niche 
in  the  crazily  overcrowded 
sporting  calendar  tty  dinging 
to  its  but  amateur  traditions. 

Rugby  and  rowing  are  two 
of  the  14  sports  that  award  full 
Blue  status  for  the  showdown 
contests  between  the  two  uni¬ 
versities.  Their  annual  match¬ 
es  give  a  great  focus  of  interest 
to  those  at  the  universities  who 
single-minded  ty  prepare  for 
one  event  above  all  others. 

So  it  came  as  a  surprise  to 
witness  another  attack  on  the 
traditions  of  the  Blues  system 
after  the  Varsity  cross-country 
match  last  Saturday. 


This  fixture,  too.  has  its 
roots  deep  in  die  mud  of 
history.  It  was  the  107th  in  the 
series  last  weekend.  Cam¬ 
bridge  won  it.  beating  Oxford 
by  31  paints  to  48.  At  the  party 
after  tile  race  the  newly  award¬ 
ed  Light  Blues  were  under¬ 
standably  triumphant 
The  defeated  Oxford  cap¬ 
tain.  Chris  Maxwell  of 
Worcester  College,  known  af¬ 
fectionately  to  his  squad  as 
“the  boss",  was  apparently  not 


‘In  their  sport 
there  can  be 
no  tomorrow’ 


so  pleased  by  his  team's  per¬ 
formance  or  by  the  system  of 
awarding  Blues. 

He  declared  that  he  would 
award  only  “conditional 
Blues",  and  that  in  order  to 
convert  these  notional  awards 
into  the  real  tiring,  his  runners 
would  have  to  turn  out  and  do 
it  an  again  in  a  further  series 
of  fixtures.  "The  season,"  he 
said,  “is  tally  half  over.  There 
are  other  races  coming  up.  We 
shall  have  other  opportunities 
to  win. " 

He  should  have  tried  telling 
that  to  the  Dark  Blues  as  they 
left  the  pitch  at  Twickenham 
on  Tuesday,  or  to  any  losing 
crew  with  their  heads  down  at 


Mordake  after  the  Boat  Race. 

The  concept  of  the  "condi¬ 
tional  Blue"  is.  of  course, 
rubbish.  The  very  essence  of 
tiie  Blue  fa  tiie  fact  that  it  can 
be  awarded  on  only  one  occa¬ 
sion.  You  can  be  the  best  in  the 
world,  but  if  you  go  down  with 
flu  or  a  twisted  ankle  on  the 
eve  of  the  match  against  the 
rival  university,  then  forget  it 

People  have  long  sneered  at 
student  sport  and  the  Varsity 
match  and  the  Boat  Race  have 
often  been  written  off  as 
arxacronfatic  oddities,  but 
somehow,  after  a  century  and 
a  halt  and  despate  the  advent 
of  television  and  professional¬ 
ism,  they  survive. 

They  do  so  because  there  fa 
nothing  “conditional"  about 
the  commitment  of  students 
who  focus  their  sporting  en¬ 
deavours  on  the  the  dimax  of 
me  fiercely  fought  event  a 
year.  If  you  remove  this,  such 
student  sport  will  become  a 
minor  curiousity  of  no  more 
than  passing  interest  to  any¬ 
one  beyond  tiie  college  corri¬ 
dors. 

The  secret  of  these  student 
sportsmen's  appeal  fa  that, 
although  they  may  step  into 
their  match  trailing  centuries 
of  history,  they  know  that  they 
have  just  one  day  on  which  to 
make  their  own. 

It  is  tough,  but  in  their  sport, 
there  can  be  no  tomorrow. 

John  Bryant 


Dispatches  - 
Channel  4, 9ffipm 

A  disquieting  report  about  "mad  cow"  disease. 
(B$E)  claims  that  much  more was  known  about  the 
possible  dangers  than  the 'public 'has -been  led  to 
believe.  Tie  chief  villain  fa  th  e  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  which  has  been  tritidsed  for  putting 
farming  interests  before  public  health.  According 
to  a  former  government  scientist,  foe  ministry 
censored  early  research  findings  which  suggested 
BSE  could  be  a  risk  to  humans.  The  programme 
also  says  that  pubfie  fundfag  was  withheld  from 


M 


much  earlier. 


ted  the  risk  of 


The  latest  green  debatetp  feature  in  Afa  impressive 
series  fa  about  the  dumping  of  waste  ai  sea.  For 
centuries  this  went  on  unchallenged,  whether  it 
was  human  sewage  or,  more  recently,  high-tech 
nudear  waste.  Aha  then  came  Greenpeace  with  a 
campaign  that  seized  the  moral  high  ground  and  : 
successfully  rook  on  governments  and  industry. 
But  the  programme  asks  whether  moral  fervour  is 
necessarily  good  science.  The  case  for  dumping  is 
persuasively  put  by  a  marine  scientist;  Martin 
AngeL  He  accuses  Greenpeaceof  being  driven  by . 
emotion  and  says  there  fa  no  evidence  that  waste 
dumped  in  the  deep  ocean,  as  opposed  to  shallow' 
coastal  waters,  has  any  significant  ammnmentaT 
impact-  But  the  Brent  Spar  affair  showed  how  far 
.foe  pro-dumping  lobby  has  been  'thrown  on  the 
defensive,  even  though  GreenpeacCS  facts  were 
skewed. 

Pommies 

Channel  4,  tOXJOpm 

The  final  film  about  Britons  in  Australia  features' 
three  people  who  found  life  at  home  too  restricting 
and  have  enjoyed  the  freedom  of  their  adopteci 
country.  For  Pat  Lowe  it  was  a  loos  step  from  (tie 
convent  education  in  Bournemouth  to  spending' 
three  years  in  foe  desert  with  an  Aboriginal  family. 
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fa  a  suburban  bousewne 
through  her  ■Hife-enbanong  experience"  - Anerwi 
unhappy  English  childhood.  Stephen, Minray 
came  out  to  Australia  to  prove  ImnsettAJlter 
several,  abortive  jabs  herunsa  private  de*eatve 
agency;  in'  Melbourne.  We  foUow  bnnon  acase, 

■  mfisig  arweman.  suspected  of  being  unfaithful. 

The  Shooting  Gafiny 

Channel  4,  midnight 

■  Devotees  of  the  short  film  are  in  a  for  a  treat  as 

Channel  4  mounts  its  periodic  selection,  to  be 
shown  in  dutches  over  the  nest  eight  weeks.  The 
unsocial -hour- of  ”  transmission  means  mat  most 
interested  Vfewexs  will  ptobabiy  resort  to  foewteo 
recorder,  though  given  that  some  Bros  wffloe  of 
more  interest  man  others,  use  of  the  fast  forward 
oould  be  welcome  The  evenings  are  themed  and 
we  start  with  a  collection  of  nine  films  under  the 
umbrella  tide  of  Dangerous  Games  m  which 
drugs  and  crime  loom  large.  Matt  Winn's  Coming 
Down,  which  has  been  acclaimed  as  the  E  (for 
Ecstasy)  fihn  for  the  1990s. jjets  foe  season  off  to  a 
forceful  start-  with  its  unflinching  study  of  five 
twentysotnething  clubbers  unwinding  after  a  night 
of  excess.  Do  not  expect  either  narrative  polish  or 
pbh'te  language.  peter  Wayxnait, 


RADIO  CHOICE 


Ray  Bradbury's  Tales  of  foe  Bizarre 
Radio  4,  llJOOpm 

There  fa  an  increasing  trend  in  both  radio  and. 
especially,  television  for  writers  to  have  their 
names  associated  with  things  that  titty  have  not 
written,  but  this  series  has  ai  least  involved  works 
originally  written  by  Bradbury  even  if  someone 
else  has  done  the  radio  adaptations.  Bradbuzy  wfll 
always  be  renowned  for  the  huge  works  of  science 
fiction  which  brought  turn  fame  and  film  fortune, 
including  Fahrenheit  4SI  and  The  Martian 


including  Fahrenheit  451  and  The  Martian 
Chronicles,  but  his  short  stories  (die  basis  of  this 
series)  are  tales  of  equal  skill  and  tension,  often 
with  at  least  a  touch  of  the  macabre.  Tonight's 
story.  The  Wind,  concerns  plans  for  a  dinnerparty 
thrown  off  course  by  a  telephone  call  from  a  friend 


Pan! Jones 

Radio  2, 8.00pm 

Radio  2  has  had  a  lot  of  mileage  out  erf 

Eeerrwrfbwhile  travelling  for  the  listener,  because 
labels  tend  to  be;ignored  until  someone  decides 
they  may  be  worthy  oT  investigation.  How.  for 
example,  did  Chess,  the  sutgeet  of  tonight’s 
programme,  get  its  name?  The  question  could 
draw  all  sorts  of  exotic  answers  but  the  prosaic 
truth  is  that  two  brothers  called  Leonard  and  Phil 
Chess  started  the  label  m  1950.  Their  aim  was  to 
give  apush  to  Chicago  electric  blues  music  and  foe 
result  was  not  anty  mat  Chicago  musicians  came  to 
fame  bat  many  from  the  south  moved  north  to  j«n 
the  label  whose  artists  have  included  Howlin' 
Wolf  and  Chuck  Berry.  Peter  Barnard 
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|  RADIO  1 

WORLD  SERVICE  | 

&30am  Kevin  Greening  and  Zoe  Bafl  9.00  Simon  Mayo  1200 
Jo  Whfley.  tadudas  12JOp™  Newstart  200  Meric  Radcffte 
400  Dam  Pearce  6.15  Newstart  6L30  Brenhg  Session  &30 
Movie  Update  with  Mark  Kermode  a^O  Blur  tn  BrfXtoa  Tha 
band  Rve  In  concert  1000  Mary  Anne  Hobbs  1200  BIub  Jam 
1.00am  Qhw  Warren  400  Chris  Moyle® 


GOOam  Sarah  Kennedy  7.30  Wake  Up  to  Wogan  230  Kan 
Bruce  11.30  Junmy  Young  lOOpm  Dabble  Thrower  300  Ed  . 
Stewart  505  John  Dunn  7:00  David  ABan's  Country  Club  8j00 
Paul  Jones.  See  Choice  200  Smofcey  Robinson's  =Soii  - 
Selection  also  Russ  Abbot  Show  loop  Comedy  Qute  10L30 
Rfchard  ABnson  IZJJSam  Steve  Madden  300 Akw  tartar 


RADIO  5  LIVE 


SJmamThe  Breakfast  Programme  IUI0  Mdcy  Campbell  1200 
Midday  wflh  Mafc 200pm  Ruscoe  on  Rve  400  Natianwidawflh , 
Afian  Worrfcter  7JOO  News  Extra  7 JO  Football  on  the  Brink 
8JOO  Jnsfcte  Edge  witti  Rob  Bonnet  and  the  team  200 
SportsAmerica  with  Alton  Byrd  230  Sportshop  IOlOO  News 
Trik  11.00  News  Extra  1200  After  Houe  200otp. Up  AI  Night 
600  Morning  Reports 


VIRGIN  RADIO 


200am  Jeremy  dark  7.00  Chris  Evans  1000  (HI)  Robin 
Banks  (AM)  Grahan  Dana  IJKJpai  (FM)  hfick  Abbot  (MW) 
i'fcky  Home  400  Rubs  W  Jono  700  (FM)  Paul  Coyte  (AM) 
Caknin  Jones  1000  Marie  Forest  200am  Richard  Porter 


TALK  RADIO 


UOwn  Pul  Ross  and  Carol  Median  200  Scott  Chisholm 
1200  Lorraine  Kaly  200pm  Tommy  Boyd  400  Pater  Daeley 
700  Anna  Raeburn  200  James  Whole  lOOam  tan  OoHna 
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floom  Nowaday  230  Meriden  Books 700 News  7.150tf  the 
Shelf:  The  Grass  la  Singing  7-30  Composer  of  toe  Month  Blob 
Nows  aiO  Pause  for  Thought  8.16  Perlbnnanco  BOO  The  Ext 
Stewart  Show  200  News;  News  in  German  (648  only)  906 
World  Burineffl  Report  2.1  S  Poems  by  Post 230  BBC  English: 
Business  He  245  Sports  Roundup  lOuOO  NeviedMic  1030 
Discovery  1100  Nawsdesfc  1100  Chfidren  In  Conversation 
11.46  Rom  Our  Own  Correspondent  1200  News  120Spm 
Wbrtd  Business  Report  1215  Britain  Today  1230  Record 
News  12A5  Sparta  Roundup  100  Nawehour 200  Nans  205 
Outlook  230  Mrtfirack  X -Press  300  News;  News  ta  German 
(648  only)  305  SportB_BoundLp  3.15  Wssiway  300  The 
Vintage  Chart  Show-400  News-4.45  Record  News  400  The 
World  Today:  News  in  German  (848  oily)  Brian  Today 
500  Europe  Today  SOO  Wbtld  Business  Report  545  Sports 
Roundup  GOO  Nawsdesk  600  Assignment  News  In  German 
(648  only)  700  Nam  Summary  7JM  OuKoafc  70S  Pause  tor 
ThougM700 John  Peal  200  Newshou-AJOO  News 205 World 
Business  Report  21 5  Britain  Today  230  Merkflan  Books  IOlOO 
Namdesk  1000  The  Wbrtd  Today  1005  Spoils  Roundup 
lioo News  1105  Outlook  1 1 0O  John  Peel  1200  Niawsdask 
1300m  Westway  1245  Britain  Today  1O0  Newsdesk.100 
Composer  of  the  Wbek  200  Nowaday  200  Focus  on  Faith 
300  News  305  World  Buatnea  Report  215  Sports  Roundup 
300  Assignment  400  Newsdesk  400  Europe  Today  500 
Navwdq> 500  Europe  Today 


CLASSIC  FM 


200am  Nfck  Baltay  200  Henry  Kaly.  Mfchaef  Barry’s  CJasste 
Radpe  k  smoked  haddock  mousse.  Plus,  the  Classic 
Mastarptooe  lOOpn  Listener  Request  Hour.  Presented  by 

Jana  Jonas  200  Concerto.  Vivok*  (VtoSn  Concerto  No  8  h  A 
mtoor  for  two  vioBns  and  strings;  Concerto  No  11  inDminorkjr 
twovtolns,  ceto  and  sirtogs) 200 Jemte  Crick  GOO  Newsniglt 
700  Smooth  Ctessks  at  Seven  wflh  John  Brunnlng  800 


(Agnus  Dai  tor  chorus  and  organ);  Mozart  (Clarinet  Quintet  in  A 
major);.  RhaMmger  (Mass  in  E  flat.  Cantus  Mksae)  10OQ 
Rtehael  Maputo  2O0am  Concerto  (r)  300  Mark  Griffiths 
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TELEVISION  51 


Looking  back  on  it  now,  it  is 
hard  to  remember  just  how 
fiery  a  scandal  th,e  Guinness 
affair  was.  But  only,  of  course,  if 
ydtiVe;  ©mest  JSautaders.  F<*  ffie  ■ 
rest  of  iB  .whp'have  never  sabred 

a"bow^ou-for^-i^now-ybu^im't‘ 

boot  of  Alzhrimert,  Guinness's 
takeover  of  Distillers' was  a  fasci¬ 
nating  glimpse  into  whal  probably 
goes  on  in  the  City  oust  days,  but' 
jmdy  comes  to  EgJjL 
But.  the  takeover. wasn’t  "what 
Philippa  Walker  wanted  to  focus 
oil  in  GmniKssty,  her  film  for 
BBGTs  Modem  Times.-  And  al¬ 
though  we  were  told  thiai  the 
Guinness  family  now  owns  only  7 
per  cent  of  the  company.  Walker 
wasn't  setting  out -to  chan  the 
dynaistyy  waning  43ty  muscle 
either  (in  fact,  the  fanffly  did  very 
well,  financially,  out  of  Saunders's 
reign  as  chief  executive): 

As  far  the  narrator's  conclusion, 
after  he  had  regaled  us  with  the 
many  tragedies  that  had  befallen 


r  r»  ’ 
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the  .  Guinness  family^  fiat 
;  families  have  been  handed  downa 
tegacy/fo  match  the -first  Earl-of 
Iveagb’s,  it  ensured  that  all.  bis- 
.hawjBfofild  OTjbyetoremdy  com-;,, 
•fonafafte,";  fives;  Brit  raSy  ;■  living 
•.mearrt>that  'few  strove,  to  equal 
their  illustrious  ancestor.  Extreme 
jweaWu  It  -seems,  .has  itff  -own 
drawbacks!^  Well,  cnkey,’  yois’d 
have i  to  be  pretty  deep  in  your  cups 
.'  to  flank  that  that  even  amounted  to 
an  original  thought  let'  alone  ,a 
-  revelatory documentary  proposal. 

_  •'■•.Whal  we  actually-  got .  was  a  - 
••  jigsaw  of  interviews'  that  Walker 
had  extracted  neatly  from  normal-  - 
ly  reclusive  people  —  including  :a 
chat  with  Ernest  “The  Amazmg 
Memory;  Map”'  SanndAs.  The 
interviews  spoke  eloquently  en¬ 
ough  for  themselves,  ren  ting  us 
that  Tbfetoy '.  wasn’t  altogether . 
right  when  be  said  that  all  happy 
families  resemble  each  other, 
while  each,  unhappy  famOy  is 
unhappy  in  its.  own  way.  The 


fitoigs.that  bligbfad  the  happiness 
of  generation  after  generation  of 
Guinnesses  were  pretty  much  the - 
same  things  as  blight  other,  poorer 
families:  drink,  drugs,,  death,  4f, 
voice;  deceit,  tfisloyaliy,  and  de- 
pression;  though  maybe  not  quite- 
sonrochiri  th^vray  of  dd)L 


„■ .  A  hhough  descended  from  an 
ZV  alleged  sJwep-rnsfler.  the- 
X  V  Guinnesses,  '  once  ridi* 
didn't  take  all  that  long  to  develop. 
„a  :sense  of  “us"'  rather  than.  5 
“them”.  •  Here .  was  ’  Maureen 
Guinness.  Marchioness  of  Duffer- 
in  and  Ava,  doyenne  of  thefamily 
.  and  friend  of  .die  Queen  Mother, 
recounting  hew  .the  little  people 
.who  had  organised  her  recent  90tH 
birthday  party  az  Qaridge's  hadn’t  ;■ 
graced  who  it  was  they  were  5' 
dealing  with:  asked  too  many 

people,  because  we  had  somebody 
who  was  helping  us  who  didn’t 
sort  of  realise  one  had  always 

given  veiy,  good  parties  so  that- 


Joe 

Joseph 


people  joQy  well  came,  knowing 
that  there  were  going  to  be,  you 
know.l. and  people  kept' sort  of 
saying,  well  half  the  people  went 
come,  don’t  worry,  and  of  course, 
they  all  did!**  Maureen  never  once 
doubted  that  they  would;  you  see, 
nobody  ever  spurned  a  Guinness 
invitation.  .! 

The  an  dealer  Kasntin  recalled 
.how  Sheridan.-  Maureen's  son. 
,Thad  four  care  when  I  met  him  as 


an  undergraduate.  He  had  two 
Porsches,  a  Jaguar  saloon  and  a 
Mini  Cooper.  He  quite  frequently 
would  park  the  fttrsche  in  a  hurty, 
leaving  the  keys  in  it  to  do 
something,  and  come  out  and  find 
it  gone.  He’d  say  ‘You  see?  That's 
why  you  need  two'." 

Intel  there  was  Desmond 
Guinness  —  Maureen's  cousin; 
brother  of  the  former  Monday 
Club  chairman  Jonathan  and  son 
of  Diana  Milford,  who  first  mar¬ 
ried  Brian  Guinness,  and  later  Sir 
Oswald  Mosley  —  leafing  through 
the  family  album.  “Oh  dear! 
Hitter!"  smiled  Desmond,  like  a 
schoolboy  with  a  Playboy,  as  the 
album  fell  open  at  a  page. 
“Whoops!  Keep  getting  Adolf."  he 
giggled  as  tiie  FQhrert  face  peered 
put  from  another  page.  And 
another.  “He  keeps  cropping  up." 
We  all  know  that  feeding,  Des. 

But  even  “the  little  people”  have 
their  place.  Especially  little  as  in 
jockeys.  Racing  is  one  of  the  tew 


worlds  where  “us"  and  “them"  mix 
regularly  and  eagerly.  Maureen 
probably  loved  Lester  Piggotr 
when  he  was  in  the  saddle.  Her 
nephew.  Gay  Kindersley.  was  a 
jockey  for  a  while.  And  last  night's 
Secret  Lives  (Channel  4)  reminded 
us  that  Piggotrs  life  had  just  as 
many  up  and  downs  as  that  of 
any  Guinness,  culminating  in  a 
spell  behind  bars  for  tax  fraud. 


Piggott  was  ruthless,  miserly 
(“He  got  his  pleasure  out  of 
cheating  somebody  out  of 
sixpence."  said  Willy  Carson)  and 
always  cm  one  secretive  scam  or 
another.  His  strange,  mumbling, 
barely  comprehombie  voire 
seems  tailor-made  for  furtive 
conversations. 

Apart  from  grateful  Derby-Day 
punters,  Piggott  wasn’t  much 
liked:  certainly  not  by  feUow- 
jockeys,  nor  by  trainers,  not  even 
by  owners  for  whom  he  won  races. 
But  then  he  was  always  more 


interested  in  cash  than  camarade¬ 
rie.  Secret  Lives  was  an  entertain¬ 
ing  gallop  across  PiggotfS 
reputation,  even  though  it  con¬ 
tained  few  real  secrets.  Except  toe 
one  about  Piggott  being  “Britain's 
greatest  sportsman”:  now  that 
really  was  a  revelation. 

Actually.  Piggotr  seems  to  have  a 
lot  in  common  with  the  leopard, 
David  Attenborough's  latest  sub¬ 
ject  in  The  Wildlife  Specials 
(BBCJ).  They  are  fast,  aggressive, 
predatory  and  solitary  by  nature. 
By  using  special  new  cameras  that 
operate  without  any  visible  light, 
Owen  Newman  and  Amanda  Bar¬ 
rett  enabled  us  to  see  for  the  first 
time  leopards  hunting  at  night, 
their  shoulderblades  rising  and 
failing  slowly  like  bobbing  corks 
as  they  inch  towards  their -prey. 
The  Wildlife  Specials  are  proving 
to  be  a  rarity  on  television:  a  series 
that  consistently  lives  up  to  its 
promise  to  tell  us  something  really 
new  about  familiar  subjects. 


CENTRAL 


CHANNEL  4 


CHANNEL  5 


-  ium 


6.00nm  Business  Breakfast  (28053) 

7.00  BBC  Breakfast  Naurs  (T)  (75140). ' 

9.00  Good  Living' fl  290646) 

9.25  Style  Challenge  (1279053) 

f  9.50  KOroy  AT  (291 7343) 

1030  Can’t  Cook;  Won't  CoofcfT)  (1794508) 

1055  The  Reedy  Useful  Show  (1}  (87867®) 
1135  Change  That  (3902633) 

12.00  News  (T)  and  .weather  (9426140)  . 
12.05pm  Cafl  My  Bluff  (2637633) 

12415  Give  Us  A  Clua  (5300121)  * 

1.00  News  (T)  and  weather  (8SS27)  •  * 

1.30  Regional  News  (17479362)  '  -  • 

1  AO  The  Weather  Show  (86373121) 

1.45  Neighbours  Uaa  is  convinced  She's 
seriously  ffl  ( T ]  (73283576) 
2.10PetroceJD(r)  (1088968)  *  ~  •  - 

3.00  Vets*  School  (r)  (3879) 

3-30  Ptnydays  (7736430)  &50  Noddy 

(9801430)  &55  The  Silver  Brumby 
(7748817)  4J20  MrWymi  (7750614)  *3S 
.  Smart  (2625256)  5.00  Newsround  m 

0  (2183891)  5.10  Aqufe  (T)  (6332879)  ~ 

■  5.35  Neighbour*  (r)  (T)  (522237) 

6.00  News  (D  and  wealher  (54Q 
&30  Regional  News  (896) 

7.00  Watchdog  wtti  Anne  Robinson 
Consumer  magazine  (T)  (6188) 

7.30  EastEndare.  JPeggy"  is’  fed  up  .wfih 
George's -  >toonstant  interfering  •and' 
.  decides  to  let  him  know  who’s  boss  (T) 
..(782)'  - 

BjDQAiM  Hospital  RoK  Harris  sees  tot. 
Helen  Kemp  perform  a  risky  operation  Ip. 
remove  an  abscess  from  her  own  much- 
.  loved  pet  nabbft’s  cheek  (T)  (4506)  - 
IL30  Holiday  Rape  Helen  discovers  It's  not  el 
fun  in  the  sun  whet  alamfly  teamtheir 
sonhre<fierfb«*foiheUK.fl)  05343} 


6-OOani i  Science;  Mapping  the  Milky  Way 

(72362)  &30  Accumulating  Years  and 
Wisdom  (55B98J  7.00  See  Hear  Breakfast 
.-  News  (3202430)  7.1S  Tetetubbies  (r) 
(2499430)  7-40  Renetepe  PttBtop  (t) 

'  (8859091)  *05  -  Blue  Peter,  (r)  m 
'  ::(fe05i508)  BJ30  Mouse  and  Mole 
•  -  (2034411)  .&35  Johnson  .and  Friends 
(9064879)  a>15  The  Record  (8568528) 
8.10  Tba  Fugitive  (fl  (T)  (1859430)  103)0 
Tetetubbies  (39850) 

10304  piece  In  the  Sun  (1951)  Social 

BcSrriber  Montgomery  Cfflt  is  offered  toe 
chance  c<  marryfeg  ridi  girl  Efeabeth 
Taylor.  Directed  by  Gerroe  Stevens 
(35324)  :v 

!2S0pm  Working  Lunch  (91237)  1.00  Joshua 
j  : .  -v Jones  (5(B7485^  1.10Tbe  t-fistary  Hour- 
dackpoOTs.  tram  system;  a  mffitary 
'archive  (2460782)  2-fO  Going.  Going, 
Gone  (64643879)  340  Ibis  .0) 
(7899898) '.  2A5  Westmlnker  (!) 
(5939527)3^5  News  <T)  (5060166)  330 
.  -'  The  Village  (i)  (904) 

4.00  Ready  Steady  Cook  (411)  430 
Throi^i  the  Keyhole  (2624527)  435 
Esther;  single  parents  (5003053)  530  ^ 
;  Toda/atoe  Day  (275) 

.-030  Britannia  A  history  of  the  Royal  Yacht 
Britannia  (r)  (374324)  i 

630  Brttararia’s  Final  Day  The  Royal  Family 
.  bid  farewefl  fo  the  Royal  Yiacht  (442188)  ' 
=.■736  Human  Rights,  Human  Wtonga  People 
:  '1  who  ae  refugees  Bi  their  own  counines 
(21062S)  •  .  .  "  '  . 

730  Iteglorial  Programma  (324)  •  ;  . 

&00  Just' One  Chance  Fast-track  education 
bi  a  Birmingham  primary  school  (5850) 

>  .  WALES:  Roy  Nobte  on  Common  (Sound 
830  Tap  Gear  Two  new  Lexus  models  m 

‘  rjrtnd  ‘.T  1  ,  "  *•  - — .  ’■  ’  ' 


aOOamGMTV  (2785904)  ! 

•83S  Supermarket  Sweep  (I)  (12B8701) 

935 Regional  News  md  weather.  (70313429 
IOlOO  Jha  Time,  the  Piaee(68904)  ‘ 

1030 This  JUornlng  (7)  ^7523633)  *  '  ' 
1230pm  Regional  News  (9422324) 

1230 News  (1)  and  weather  (5336546) 

1235  Shorttond  Street  (5311237) 

- 135  Home  and  Away  Marilyn  cries  for  her  lost 
baby  (T)  {73657898} 

1-50  QuMoe  (T)  (60138607)  230  Countdown 
'  id  Christmas  (T)  (451947^)  230. 
'  Vanessa  (I)  (4041633)  330  News 
(4515071)  335  .Regional  News  and 
.  weather (5965512)  y-' 

330  Pntamua  Park (21 63701)  aAO.ylfeadora 
(8202343)  330  Wppef:  (820ffi27)  430 
The  Byttostar  and  Tws^y  Mysteries  (T) 
(7765546)  4.15  JumanJI  (T)  (3342985) 
430  Out  Of  aght  fl)  (5643148) 

:  5.10A  Country  Practice  (9305817) 

5.40  News  (T)  and  weather  (798343) 

630  Home  and  Away  (r)  (7)  (532140)- 
635  Reglooal  Weetoer  (418121) 

630  Reghmal  News  (1)  (966) 
7-OOEmmercfale  The  Dingles  think  they  can 
make  some  money  out  of  the  fortune 
tefllng  traimp.(T)  (3K6) . 

730  WAL£&  Wales  TWa  Week  (850)  - 
730 The  Big  Story  (850) 

8.00  The  Bfll  Deakln  and  Rawton  investigate 
an  assault  on  a  good  looking  charmer 
who  has  been  cheating  middle-aged 
"•  women  exa  of  their  savings  (I)  (2904) 


Aa  HTV  West  except 

1235-135  A  Couriby  Practlee  (5311237) 

5.1 0^40  ShorSarid  Street  (B30S817) 

635  Central  New*  (5S7459) 

635-730  LttaBne  (403459) 

1030  Crime -StaUfflr  (388546) 
iiJd  James  Bond:  Shaken  and  Stirred 
(264324) 

1235am  Ftotmy  Business  (65980) 

1.15  Ptanet  Mirth  (4663218) 

130  Rockmanla  (6383102) 

240  God's  Gift  (5951980) 

335  Central  Jobflnder  *97  (100096) 

530 Aston  Eye  (4526541) 


As  HTV  West  except: 

1235  Home  and  /Wray  (7420527) 
130-130  Enunerdale  (62781940) 
5.10-540  Home  and  Away  (9305817) 
630-7.00  Wastoourtiry  Uve  (96782) 
1140  Laugh  with  the  Carry  Ons  (737140) 
12.10am  Campus  Cops  (9522560) 


As  HTV  West  except 
130pm  The  Fashion  Poflce  (60138607) 
5.10-540  Home  and  Away  (9305817) 

630  Meridian  Tonight  (614) 

630-7.00  Rural  Rides  (966) 

1140  bi  Suspicious  Circumstances 
(264324) 

530am  rreeacraon  (15560) 


son  has  (tied  back' in  foe  UK.(I)  (83420  . 
9.00  New  fl)and  weather  (2985) '  '  ” 

930  Man.  Bshsvlng  Jiarfiy:  Sola  Qary 
Teafees  €3  Wgb  lime  he  got  rid  of  h» 
moth-eaten,  flea-ridden,  beer-soaked 
sofa  of  25  year5>-t  leading  to  e.  noetrigfc  • 
trip  down  memory  lane  revsaBhg  his 
youth,  his  first  day  at  work  and  his 
meeting  with  Dorothy.  Last  in  series  (T) 
..(13459) 

1030  They  Think  If*  All  Over  Chris  Bibartic 
joins  team  captains  David  Gower  and 
Gary  Lineker  for  another  round  of  tttd 
H^it-heaited  sports  quiz  A)  (37782) 
1030CBvs  Anderson  ^t  Talk  With  Ju^p. 

Watters  and  lan  Botham  (7643Q)  ; : '  ^ 
1130  Question  Tim#  Political  discussion  from 
Cartflff  with  a  panel  inducting  Welsh 
Secretary  Ron  Davies,  the  Conservative 
spokesman  on  constitutional  affairs, 
Mchael  Ancram,  Dafydd  Wigleyk  the 
President  of  Plaid  Cymru,  and  .NJgetia 
Lawson,  a  cokjmntst  on  The  Tunas 
;  Chased  by  Dasrid  DimWaby  (T)  (663546) 
1236am  The  Lest  Best  Year  (1090)  wflh 

B  Bernadette  Pteere  as  a  high-flying 
businesswoman  who  tafls  victim  to  . 
tem*to^nc*r.  but  teams  to  .cope  with', 
to.'sympemetfc  psycholofi^ 
Moore.'  Directed' by 
(5285270)  . 

liAM^pr  $333588} 


S30Thktl  Rode  from  the  Sim  Sally,  has  a ' 
heated  argument  with  Star  Wars' Mark 
..  (1)^789^08)-  ■  ^ 


As  HTV  West  except 

l2-56pftHlt&?The  Fwfaon  Police  (531 1237) 


635  An^Is  News  (557459) 

635-730  What’s  On  (403459) 

1140  Bryan  Adams:  Waking  Up  the  World 

(264324) 


535am  Sesame  Street  (44091)7.00  The  Big 
Breakfast  (68850)  630  Something  So 
Right  (T)  (79527) 

030  Thin  Ice  (1937,  b/w)  A  romantic  comedy 

m  musical  about  a  European  prince  who 
fads  in  love  with  a  Swiss  ice-skating 
coach.  Starring  Sonja  Henie  and  Tyrone 
Power.  Sidney  LanfieW  directs  (3851850) 

1035  The  Web  Animated  short  about  the 
falcon  (8894492)  11 30  The  Trouble  with 
Kids.  Parenting  magazine  (4/5)  (5459) 
1130  Powerhouse  (!)  (6188)  1230 
Sesame  Street  (82091)  1230pm  Light 
Lunch  (12459) 

130  Railing  the  Sloe  Black  River  A  short 
about  an  elderly  Co.  Kerry  couple  (T) 
(17453324) 

145  Jupiter's  DarBng  (1955)  starring  Esther 

H  warrants,  George  Sanders  and  Howard 
KeeL  A  musical  set  in  Roman  times. 
Directed  by  George  Sidney  (T) 
(91640411) 

330  CoHectore’  Lot  (T)  (512)  430  Fiftaen-to- 
One  (T)  (879)  430  Countdown  (T) 
(2619695)  435  Rldti  Lake  (T)  (5098121) 
530  Pet  Rescue  (T)  (343) 

6.00  Boy  Meets  World  Eric  takes  a  job  as  a 
security  guard  (I)  (530782) 

635  Fresh  Pop  (449091) 

630HoNyoafcs  Mr  Osborne  tries  to  help  the 
Patricks  A)  (508) 

730  Ovmnef  4  News  (I)  Indudes  headlines 
and  weather  at  730  (394508) 

730  Innocents  Gained  (352546) 

830  Natural  Bom  Healere  The  series  on 
complementary  treatments  continues 
with  a  look  at  osteopathy  (5/6)  (T)  (1 166) 
830  United  Tastes  of  America  Dorinda 
Hafner  discovers  German  cutinary 
Influence  in  Minnesota  (7/8)  (T)  (9053) 
930  Dispatches  Disturbing  report 

iiiiiiwi  about  BSE  n  the  Investigative 
doctrnentary  seres  (T)  (774362) 

^945  U^ts'Banknkn Challenge:  St  t^are7 

A  “comedy  about  a  latter-day  miracle 
worker  (T)  (188879) 


CHANNEL  5  ON  SATELUTE 
Channel  5  is  now  broadcasting  on 
transponder  No  63  on  the  Astra  Sateffrta. 
Viewers  with  a  Videocrypt  decoder  will 
be  able  to  receive  the  channel  free  of 
charge.  Frequencies  for  transponder  No 
63  are  picture:  1032075  GHz;  sound: 
732  and  730  MHz 


Jenny  Wood  and  Scooby  (B30pm) 


Marie  and  Jtan.BoMeq  (935pm) 


140BBONsws24 


■  aadflielfldae  PlusCottea  - 

7lfo:lMnbi«  next  to  each  .TV  programrne. 
BsteSha&adep  PtastSod^-  nentoses, 

tiwWdBttPttoCode fer  tHrefojjnwna  you 
itottfo-tedont,  Wedptuai-f  r).  Hyscods  Q 
and  WiWe'  pujj-ammer  are  trademarks  m 
..  QBTMte  BwripprnMtf  Ud.  . 


935  Scare  Stories  the.  .world's. 

oceans  have  beena  diariplng 
•  .-gtourid'  tar^ toxic  waste — until- 25 -years 
■  ago,  when  the  fledgling  Greenpeace 
caited  for  a  stop  to  the.  practice  A) 
(759053) ...  -•»;■••• 

10.15  Hittwi  Human  Wrongs  M 

;:..^2i>.  ..l-  •.  . . 

1038 Video  Nation  Shorts  (670695)  "  ’ 

1038New»nlsi>rf  AH^381^  ! 

11.15  Late  Iteridw  The  week's ..  cuttual 

'.'liigWgh^C12B275)  ......  - 

•  1 1  jS.WM9iei/  (526672)  '  v  ' 

12.00Tb*  IOdnJflWHoiiT(89928) 

1230am  Learning  f  -Zonc  .  Rimsfl  Grant 
ffl06®47J  42^35 ,20th  Ceritwy  History 
:  (B56127Q 130,  Lifas^las.'Wbfk  and  tire 
Ren%  (64367)  230  Art  and  Craft  of 
Movie  MaMng  (328311  430 'Teaching 
-  Fhrf  and  Media  (92473)  .530' Teaching 
.ancfLeamfogwflJt  rr  (43947)  • 


830 Dover  A  French  industrial  cfeputa  brings 
; chaos  to.Dover,  as  foe  M20  is  tuned  into 
atruckstopA)  A4T1)  ' 

9.00  Thief  Takers:  Black  Mist  The  squad 
i.'.  find  themselves  up  aganst  two  of  the 
■  world's  moss  •  formidable  gangster 
.  organisations  (T)  (4895)  . 

1030  New  at  Ten  (T)  -and  weather  (52850) 
i  1030  Regional  News  (503986) 

1040  James  Bond:  Shaken  and  Stirred 
Celebrity  Bond  fans.take  a  took  at  007  as 
■he  makes  his  latest  film  appearance  in 
•=  Tomorrow  Never  Dies  (368546)  . 

11 40  WALJES:  The  Big  Story  (277275) 

'  T1 40  Tropical  Heet  (264324) 

12.1 5am  WALES:  Short  Story  CfneniK  Birch 
St  Gym  (r)  (73900) 

1245am  The  LADS  (65900) 

1 .15  Funny  Business  (4663218) 

1 40  The  Loop  (r)  (5035589) 

2.10  Ptenel  Rock  Profltes  (89151 02) 

240  Late  and  Loud  (r).(5951980) 

335  The  Good  Sex-Gidde  Late  (r)  (5919283) 

'  435  Beyond  Reason  (79110980) 

;  5.00  The  Pulse  (r)  (T)  (15560) 

530 News  (77183)  .  .. 


Starts:  730am  The  Big  Breakfast  (68850) 
9.00  Something  So  Right  (79527) 

930  Hfar  Thin  Ice  (3851850) 

1055  The  Web  (8894492) 

11.00  The  Trouble  with  Kkfa  (5459) 

1130  Powerhouse  (6188) 

1230  Sesame  Street  (82091 ) 

1230pm  Rkid  Lake  (19633) 

1.00  Slot  Mafthrtn  (50590698) 

1.15  WU  Ome  Cwac  (50588053) 

130  Gardens  without  Borders  (17453324) 
.  1 45  Rtm:  Sink  the  BtsnwcKJ  (9TS4041 1) 
330  Collectors’  Lot  (512) 

4.00  FWeerHo-One  (879) 

430  Moversand  Shaken  (661) 

5.00  5  Pump  (4362) 

530  Countdown  (343) 

630  Newyddbm  (905072) 

B.10  Heno  (398904) 

730  Robot  y  Cwm  (660817) 

735  Pentatwydd  Hapus  (928614) 

830  Os  Byw  Ac  tech  (1166)  - 
930  Nawyddton  (9053) 

930  Henwr  (5188) 

1130  Pommies  (88614) 

1230  Dispatches  (1743454) 

1245am  Innocents  Lost  (933096) 

145-2.15  Natural  Bom  Healers  (92034) 


6.00am  5  News  Early  (4483091) 

730  MUkshakal  (7763850) 

735  Kablaml  (9355343) 

830  Havakazoo  (r)  (1403017) 

830  Wide  World  Last  in  the  documentary 
series  about  the  Victorian  era  (2853558) 
930  Espresso  Consumer  affairs  magazine 
(7227343) 

moo  Exclusive  (r)  (4682782) 

1030  Instant  Gardena  (r)  (2958102) 

1 130  Leaza  Chid  show  (3501904) 

11 30  Double  Espresso  (90167275)  1230 
The  Bold  aid  the  Beautiful  (T)  (8253594) 
1230pm  Family  Affairs  (r)  (T)  (1783140) 
1305  News  Update  (88025430)  1.05  Sunset 
Beach  A)  (4376362)  230  5's  Company. 
Live  entertain  mars  show  (3571140) 

330  Harlequin:  Treacherous  Beauties 

m(l994)  staring  Emma  Sams  and 
Catherine  Oxenbarg.  A  steamy  tale  of 
love,  jealousy  and  murder  when  a 
photojoumafet  Investigates  the  death  of 
her  brother  In  a  remote  town.  Directed  by 
Charles  Jarrot  (9770256) 

530  5’s  Company — Late  Extra  (56037237) 
530 Whittle  Quiz  presented  by  Tim  Vine  (1) 
(4949904) 

630 100  Par  Cent  Game  shew  without  a  host 
(4946817) 

630  Famtiy  Affairs  Annie  and  Chris  make  the 
most  of  an  empty  house  (T)  (4937169) 
7.00  Exclusive  Includes  a  report  on  whether 
“■*  ■-'"■THRihg  off  your  cfolhes  is  a  career  boost 

•  *  (5398782]  .  " 

7.30  Animal  Outposts:  Creatures  of  the 
Wind  The  wildlife  of  Argentina's 
Patagonian  Desert  A)  (4926053) 

830 Was  It  Good  for  You?  Holidays  on  the 
Cote  D'Aar  (5307430) 

8305  News  A)  (5393237) 


Pat  Lowe  In  AusbaBa  (10.00pm) 


1030 Pommies  Series  on  Britons 
who  have  made  Australia  their 
home  (3/3)  (T)  (6650607) 

1135  Babylon  5  Marcus  makes  the  ultimate 
sacrifice  for  Ivanova  (T)  (308324) 

12.00  The  Shooting  Gallery 

"rHIlW  Showcase  for  short  Aims 
beginning  with  Coming  Dawn  (9531218) 
1235am  California  Sunshine  (6572386) 
1235  Fork  in  the  Road  (3579299)  135 
Wired  (4765096)  130  Pact  (7778676) 
130  Piggy  Bank  (2369473)  2.10  The 
Bloody  OSve  (3944102)  235  The  Short 
Cut  (2980096)  230  Drive  Baby  Drive 
(6646893) 

2J*5  Springhte  (5967305)  3.50  Glasgow  Kiss. 
Glasgow’s  lesbian  and  gay  community 
(6671831)  435  EZ  Street  (6542102)  530 
Schools:  Backtracks  (1)  (6512015) 


Martin  and  Hannah  (930pm) 


930  Roxanne  (1967)  Steve  Martin  and  Darryl 

n  Hannah  star  in  this  updating  of  Cyrano 
de  Bergerac,  directed  by  Fred  Schepisi 
(T)  (6054256) 

1130  The  Jack  Docherty  Show  Comedy  and 
Chat  (5105382) 

1145  Live  and  Dangerous  mdudes  coverage 
of  the  top  matches  from  the  Brazilian 
National  Football  League  (B6556508) 
435  am  The  Streets  of  San  Francisco 
Police  drama  series  stoning  Kart  Malden 
(T)  (5018305) 

530 100  Per  Cent  (r)  (7275980) 


SATELLITE  AND  CABLE 


•  For  frmher  listings  see 

Satnttia^SVnioa 

SKY1 


MOW  MdnewdfaylBIMflB  S4»  Hotel 
(aaa^mte  Ano«iwVvb(U<TtS37)  114a 

Day*  et  Our  tm  tZStol)  imo-Opm** 
WWmy  (50904)  i.oojHn  Gnkto  (36384) 
mo  Sa*y,  jany  rwpM  pes87)  are 
Jenny  Jones  (69108)  *re  Opran  Wtnfcay 

(48605)  &00  Star  TrdcItoWBW  P34^AM 

The  LmB  Show  (5558)  &30  Mpmed-Wdr 


are  MuncU*  Slritee  Otack  jftOOO 
(&49S303S)  «re  MtefclkriiP). 
'  (85091)  lore  Stack  Bcotplore  droeod 
Zero  (W98)  (374888)  1«S  »■ 


Fftntida  pGBS&iT)  11JO  Ti^H  Unoe 
(4943343)  T230ew  FcoftWI  Isague  Fte- 
vWw  (1000783)  are  Spots  Contn 
(9809473)  ireCricieet  (719Z1QZ) , 


SKY  SPORTS  3 


200  Waxwork  ftBBB)  :  (84672^ 

My  fmrj  &sb7mj 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD 


Ml  i  ne  Nanny  f  j 

(4487ft  Sl30  Mad  About  Ycu  (51633  10i» 
Bt  I8BT88)  lire  Sar  Irak-  TftW; 

(iiaBft'iare  ura  wtn  Dwjd 


4.00nm  time  La  Doun 
(76870965)  A20  Ante  CMUey  JlBB) 
si  173343)  are  Fer  tfw  OriteeikB*^. 
-nsos)  (4162636^  40.J0  The  Mon 
■BfcMcr  ^ llMg  .ft*1470l)  12 Atom 
SehtullDm  (IflOft  (6680305)  240  The 
UeekMMli  Me)  («fa)  (6612008)  *45A 
Samcao'eTcIa  (tMB)  (407938ft 


ULOOpcr  Wres»tfl  (81575004)  14X>  Rail 
TV  (91551384)  200  Sporfraits  (44394445) 
200  Tlia  ISdtden  Ago 'pi  Motor  Hadna  ■ 
(85898456)  -230;  Sport  USA  02943782). 
are  WWswfoB.  PB334S26J  *30  Pool 
(2463914ft,  ere  lion  Woman  (26807072) 
7M  Unas  -(56809508)  *00  -Hw 
ftigby  CU»  S421?14ft  lire  Mi  Wcmeft  -’ 
lore  Bobby  Chwtorils  fool.  ' 
-brf  Scmpbook  (B3B0H4ft1ire  Oom 

euros>»6rt  V 


Wortd  7re  Spina  7.30  Derras  toe  Menace 
84»  Batman  UO  Baknan  930  Earthworm 
Jim  230  Romuald  the  Rentaer  9.45 
Romuald  the  Fteindner  10 M  Oscar's 
Ouiwstia  KL30  Fkafi  Gadon  11410 
tznagoud  lire  Gigantor  1200  Sprou 
I2repm  Sonic  14)0  Batmen  ire  AStt 
Time  Trmkn  24)0  bvgoud  230  FbsTi 
Gordon  34)0  Santo  230  Earthworm  Jen 
44)0  Dermis  the  Menace  4re  Batman 


PARAMOUNT.  COMEDY 


CARTOON  NETWORK 


tr:.!  •• 

-j>:**sSsra 


Al  yon1  favourte  cartoons  broadcast  from 
S4X)aai  to  OJktpm,  sewn  days  a  week. 

NICKELODEON 


74>0pRi  Grace  Under  Fin  pi B&)  7 JO 
noeeema  (7985)  &00  B ten  (9506)  are 
CybM  (2463)  200  Ctoars  (B0685)  OJO  Two 
(B4ffift  104X)  Fleeter  (87450)  1030  Kenny 
Everett  (63579)  114)0  Feacvai  at  Fun 
(8514ft  1130  Sen  (33614)  124X) 

Fteeanne  55809ft  izrenm  ragves ssswi 
(42947)  IjOO  Soaj  {9147ft  130  Tan 
pesezt  200  Faauvel  Of  Fun  (66947)  230 
Grace  Under  Hra  (48454)  100  Fraster 
[880O9J  330  Kenny  Ewrac  (62034) 


Hofldsy  ire  On  the  Hodzon  a. re  Wbrid- 
ntda  Guide  230  The  Flavours  of  France 
34)0  The  Ocean  Worid  ot  John  Suneman 
330  tracers  Abroad  44)0  Reet  Wortd  430 
On  Tow  54)0  Going  Places  84)0  Railway 


on  tow  5jwj  uotog  races  8.UU  Railway 
Adwnturos  Across  Europe  830  Domr*as 
Planet  74M  Trawl  Lute  84)0  Cnies  at  the 
World  830  The  People  and  Places  at  Ahica 

are  dues  Rekway  JmmtNS  10.00  Htfas 
Over  Span  1030  Aspects  of  Lite  11.00 
ffidse  Riders  1130  Sports  Safaris 

THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 


THE  SCI-FI  CHANNEL 


Lawman  (60034)  iream  In  tha  H^oJ 

the  (6963ft  24X)  Long  Hay  (8266034) 

SKY  BOX  OFFICE  . 


Sky*!  paypar  ftra  taewfe  ctagpate_ 

To  wm  any  film  mtephona  0090  80068a '  • 

Each  Rm  eosa  CUB  per  wMtog 

SKV  BOXOFRC61  fTranspona*  2ft  '. 

Iflchsai  CoBuftreft 

SKY  BOX  OFFCE  2  (Transponder  fift  _ 

Counga  Dodterniw  (IBBft 

SKY  BOX  OmCE  3  ffraraportder  5ft 

03;  The  Mfetey  Hutka  (1MN 

SCV  OFFICE  2  {TransporidEr  5ft 

Dead  Praetdaote  (1996) 

SKY  MOVIES  SCHEB1 1__ - 

SE WflSISSK? 

Charts*  flWSf  ^8*2  *7?-^ 
Pyiwntotart 

127188)  Tre  80.  wx 
are  EMCUBto 

(ES97U614J  lireWoW^e  Fool  rtgg 

(Wn*ft-  l-IOam  -kwrerta* 


LUpm  Tr— lire'  '  WM  P*ft' 
raeaaraaft  lire  Tii*  PrMon»  of  Zend* 

nasft  ft451996ft -LlSreaTha  HB  {(are) 

(7048466ft  330  AeroM-Ow  Wide  NB»- 

•oreifraBi)  exacBaSto  ere  aow 
«CY  SPORTS  1 


7.001  SptTO-CeCjtrO  [S150ft  7-30  Wrea- 

HrtJ  (4«966)  *30  .SjSOfta  Cffft*  {7707ft 


.  730mh  '  Motots  Magazine  (5841 T)  84)0 
C(OB»-CouiiiySkihg  (BS3B701)  8.10  Biafh- 
tore  Woto  Ca>— lim  (S7SBC63)  are 
Siding:  Worrien'i  Wcnit  Civ  Sivir-G  — 
Uva(733^1ire  BNHon  (7445ft  124» 
fiftirton— LVe  {114(B)  23 Opm  Snooker 
Qarmto  Opori^ — Uwr  (3836ft  44»  SMng 
(B8237>54»  Button  (70527)  030  Mtortd 
Cup  Cream  Tefal  {5927}  74)0  anooter 
Sannan  Open  — Lfca.  (691 4ft  04)0  Wtegtt- 
mtg  (37001).  WlOO  UEFA  Cup  (2548ft 
lire  Ba^(B0D7UiaafanCkBfl 


George  Clooney  as  Dr  Roes  In  S7  (Sky  One,  10.00pm) 


64>0toB  KBer  Tomatoes  630  Aaahhl  Fteei 
Monsfera  730  HayAmoU  730  FtuCFtts 
are  Doug  830  Nevarendteg  Story  are 
caec  lore  WteeMrs  House  lore  Bapar 
lire  ueeto  Schott  Bus  lire  Bananas  In 
Pyjamas  12.00  Paddngton  Boar  etc 
1230am  Linle  Rad  Tractor  etc  130  Dr 
Seuss  ire  LBUa  Bear  Stoles  230  Artmaf 
Show  230  C88C  330  RocWUoug  44» 
Anoy  Beauefs  430  pugrste  54)0  Steler 
Sister  fi30  Kami  and  Kef  630  Sabma  toa 
Teenage  VKtch  830  Moedia  74)0  C3ose 


830pp)  agnange  (3148898)  are  RUte 
Conan  the  Deatrayar  (1984)  (3141985) 
lire  Friday  the  13th  (6443343)  1230 
Sightings  (883115ft  130am  TwkgN  Zone 
(9721305)  130  Teles  of  the  Unsoected 
(3533015)  2.00  Doric  Shadows  (7655386) 
230  New  Htcncocfc  (76346BS)  are  Friday 
the  13th  (9433725)  430  Cta* 


4.00pm  Vimy.  Birth  of  a  Natron  (38361021 
830  Madam  Marvels  P238614)  630 

Andent  Mystenas  (7840091)  730  Biogra¬ 
phy  Gtona  Swanson  (2710879)  84)0  Close 

CARLTON  FOOD  (cable) 


HOME  &  LEISURE 


UK  GOLD 


1230pm  Often  Zhuhft  Gres  ftaca 
0ij55>i^ot5»rt»  untetecJ  pasftMo 


Futbot  MumM  (8350)  330  Pro  Beach 
iWrw  (2410ft-  44)0  Got  Ttotea  Maw  ■ 
pteraon  OtNnga  p31Wi.S30  WtejUIng 

oaiT)  *re  "^MttB  £ert«jB87ft  are 

KWSTS 

(33275)  lore  Sports  Centre  (B8S1 7)  lore 


730KB  arts*)  (4580527)  738  rerigrt- 
bun  (434640ft  :  Crossroad 

AjaBawesis 


(9677366)  1030  Dew  -fifti  .  House 
i  (1645527)  lore  The  &fflvww  (3283506} 


1230 Sporxs  Certre  (5045^12reamh« 
RurlyCWi  B1C3^  230 Rrcsfea  (1147ft 

are  spartfa  Pitten  taajsssng  ire 

Spats  Cente  (7!1$ft  sreefon 


i  (100ft  (179183)  “P/CSlkS 
r  (1995)  (520?473i 


SKY  SPORTS  2 


SKY  MOVES  SCREEN  1_ 


Wiauass-BS- 

SwBSttBffSS 


730far  Motes  (083354ft  730  Sports. 
^Casra- pfti2053):  are  Ratfos  .Maw 
pasSdftareRihTV^ireTQB)  aretsofl 
■  Bom-  0485362).  ,  1230pm  Cdetet, 

Icwretftisr vim:  flMwq;re 
Sm*  ummw  ^eraioft.  are  Furer, 

StaSef  (2228878)  BMJ**J*M*. 


Afam  *8®W6ft  *00  Fmrabwl  fari- 
■jttrtd.vtaid-«83ie33i..*ao  Wfadrt- 


1130  Boon  (BEAU)  1*00  Crosstoacb 
(46354459)  1226  Nefehtnn  (4633754ft 
15tSSa«BrriBrc(228a25ft  13040046 
[4479275]  2.10  A  WfalWSi  Aff  (6743817) 

230  LM-  of  W  SattWTWw  (951950ft 
areTta  Bi  (3039072)- 44)0  JoBW  BntW' 
fieBTBifa)  sjs.EasEaaam:  pa&«ai: 
SoPte.  H0tae(43ias^k25-  Mb 
StrobusTOW  <3204148)  730.  Ipn  otfim  . 
«unmar  wme  TlOJWWt  7^48  Nc^Ptaca, 
Uke  Hama  (BJ 1932ft  aao-Ofaen  Sriftfi. 
M28568S)  #30  Yha  BB  <1032121]  #30 
.^5^439109)  104» Urn  tom  Aifflttr 
(3720188)  1130  JpckDu  (3065782)1135 , 
Of  a  Kifl«  p«270^«rewB  FAN!. , 
Cky  .Boy.  ftBSar  ^W6672ft  2-10  JMtir 

tS  (SaSflto)  are  sbw*>a  (44682522). 

ghanadaplus  ■;  r 


.830  Bind  Data  (6210MT)  A3o  WHtto 
The*a  ~  Watte  (4152362) .  104*  Oonehue  . 
<68922Sft  lire  Hart  to  Hen  (8072492) 
1230  Ccmnttten  St  (802Saift  12J»Ma 
Famies  (2665190)  ire  On' «»  Bua&fi 
(G689508)  130  Plaato  ftri  (2S37140)  230 

The  Sand  Guys  (719143ft  030  Donahua 
(732507ft  ,.430  Mkatenr  tapes**  . 
(731 1879)  530  Hawal  Fitted)  (3189865) 
830 Farnfas  (745354ft  are  Coronate  St 
(7443806)730  Htrri  Data  (55J&40G)B4» 
Hist  to  Ufa  P234017)  are-Ocwmlkn  Sf 
(7333061)  ore  Hale  fad  Pace  (2SC6633) 
1030 HrauRteD  (800085ft  lireOon 


■  AJedcSn  730  Tex  Aeew 830  Dnosaus  S30 
Bonham  94)0  Gumml  Bears  BJO  Chip  'n' 
Data  841S  Moufce  and  Mete  HUB  Saaame 
St  1130  Winnie  the  Fterti  T1.13  Ftoste  end 
Jen  1135  Sng  Me  a  Story  1230  It®  IV 
1230pm  Its  ftn  to  beam  wlti  Spa!  1245 
Wtrmte  ttie  Pooh  14)0  Sesame  St  24» 
Amazing  Atenats  2re  Gumml  Bam  330 
Tate  Scm  330  Goof  Troop  44)0  Tlmon  find 
PWTtota4reAia*fo£reG«9oytesSre 
Dimssn  830  Blossom  830  Bay  Met* 
World  730  Hama  bftKMHYant  730 
Wonder  Years  84»  FtiJtfc  Tbo  Amctta 
ftataaBa  Story  930  Home  hyrowentant 


TROUBLE 


124Bpm  Swan's  Qoeang  1230  Ready  or 
Kta  130  Madteon  130  CaWonto  Dreams 
24»  saved  by  fie  Bel  230  Swan's 
Crossing  330 9-2-5330 Fteady  or  Not  430 
Saved  by  fia  Bed  430  USA  High  5jOO 
Hangbme  &30  CaWomia  Dreams  KJX)  TX 
Sa  &30  Mfatson  730 HangBme 730  USA 
Hgh  *30  Close 

CHALLENGE  TV 


BLOOM  Joy  at  Porting  930  Garden  Cfcb 
1A00  Garden  Party  lore  New  Yankee 
Workshop  1130  Andy's  Angbig  Adven¬ 
tures  lire  Hometime  124»  The  Dtoeman 
1230pm  This  OU  House  14)0  Yan  Can 
Cook  130  RestoraOon  Garre  24X1  FumlluiB 
Guys  230  Anbques  Trad  34)0  TffO'e 

Corny  are  Home  Again 430  Ck»e 


12repm  Food  Netaort  DaJy  1230 French 
Lunch  14)0  Food  to  Thought  130  Twefva 
Chefs  of  Christinas  24)0  Jmy  Bnstow 
Speoate  230  Food  Neftwrk  DBtty  330  The 
RactaurM  Show  330  Graham  Kerr's 
Kitcfrti  44)0  From  Ihe  Gromd  Up  430 
Bose'a  Forapn  Asstgranem  5.00  Ooso 

LIVING 


DISCOVERY 


CARLTON  SELECT- (cable) 


FOX  WPS  NETWORK 


arebm  Cridtock  (4803440ft  530  Hey  Dad 
'  9(39891411]  84)0  Btockaurare  {2B89B324) 

■  ere  county  Practfco  paet  so  g  730  Gw 
Bate  (3808805ft  7re  .RflMM»  Sttarifan 
.(28818188)  830  Desmomfs  (22734891) 
830  ThaTS  Lew  (33089658) '  MO.  BOon 
156803324)  1030' Dftantara  $6806411). 
.tire.  a  SMwtaia  CHSBBflSft  1230 

.  Doctor  Down  Under  S3O601W)  1230am 
.  Ttt»offieUrw(p«ptodp427«eO) ..  . 


DISNEY  CHANNEL 


saw?  m 

(223034^7: 


(6831633)  &30  World  « 
jB5)  -  7  J)0  Spnfa  Cento 
0  Crid*  (971534®  1AS0 


anoaxs  TM  Best  (826078ft  74» C6ran&  ; 
tan  ft  (6684237)730  Ffa«eu0BO6O7ft 


9.00— i  Under  the  Umbratt  Trea  Asti . 
Rosto  fad  Jm  845  wtnnte  fie  Pooh  730 


ftttMni  Deify  630  Sfr  fie  Cat  .730 
-  Fhocchn  730  Power  Ranges  Zfa  830 
Befafaotgs  are  Masted  Rbar  830  Mage. 
Box  B30  Dufay  1030  inspectar  Gadget 
.1030  Pbza  Ctts  lUMSteeeJVafey  High 
1230  Acs  vtsntua  1230pm  Caspa:130. 
TJCklJO  fan  Man 230 Fartaaa;  Four 230 
jstHH  Rangers  Zfa  are  BBfaereqjt  are 
UKkod  Afar  430  Am  Ventura  430 
Caspar  sre.  fick  -  sre  X  Men  «re 
^faerrrwn  630  Swat  VaSay  high  .  . 

TCC  »  • 


SuOOprt  Cross  Wta  &30  Mete  m  Up  630 
Famta  Fortum  630  Cetchghrase  7.16 
D»  SB4 300.  Question  830  SpH  Second 
230  KeuhiChfamgaa.1SWiw  Tates 
AS  1030  Teeasue  Hut  11.15  Karaoke 
ChaSenge  12J»  Say  the  Word  1238am 
Han  id- Han  ire  The  Bft  Vifay  230 
Efatorar 330 Wham  I  Ufa  430 JeutcSans 

Frontiers  54»  Soaenshcp 

BRAVO 


44Mptn  The  Dteeman  (3016121)  430 
Roadshow  (3045633)  630 Ancient  Wamors 
(6263091)  530  Beyond  2D00  (30360851 
630  SwiU  and  Start  (9587343)  730 
Mystenous  Unherse  (8SS0527)  730  Dteae- 
ter  (3046365)  BjOO  Secrets  ot  the  Psytftcs 
(401205ft  S30  Top  Marques  (4032817) 
1030  Outbade  toves&gator  (4O3S0O4) 
1130  Medea)  Detecttuas  (8271121)  1230 
The  Dteeman  (7416367)  1230am  Road¬ 
show  (7029047)  130  Deader  (1136314) 
130  Beyond  2000  (B004251)  230  Ctose 

NATIONAL  GEOGRAPHIC 


630am  finy  Living 830  Why  Me?  are  The 
Gordon  Eton  Show  10.10  Jerry  Springer 
11.00  The  Young  end  the  Restless  lire 
Brooksde  12.25pm  Jkmmys  12SS  Cheap 
Ctfa  1.25  Ready.  Steady.  Cook  23S  Hart  to 
Hart 330  Lnb  at  T)tae  4.tS  Jany  Spnngor 
830 Rotonda 530 Cheop  Chic  &20  Reedy . 
Steady.  Cook  74)0  Reacua  911  730 
Mysteries.  MagtoanOMractasSreAdrarv 
afin  Juntaes  ft  00  Ft  LM;  HoMHo  AdWMBn 
lire  S«  Lite  Dawn  under 


ZEE  TV 


03fam  Happfly  £»  After  ere.Bobby's 


tLOOpm  The  A-Teem  (401687ft  are  Tour 
of  Duty  (402934ft  lore  Rod  Shea  Otates 
(512816ft  IMS  a*  Bad  Taata  (1999} 
(900827ft  124Sam  Tou  rt  Dtftr  (1422725) 
13S  Rad  Shoe  DtariW  PS21S57)  230 
FMfc  Bad  Taata  <1808)0)65454  430 
Fsndy  Dog  (3314025)  630  Staeky  and 
Hutoh  (463885^ 


730pm  Mteehteweus  Maerkots  (6905833) 

are  Back  sta  teaei  csft  ore  Drvtogwta 

(SraaMMiatea  (B901B17)  104)0  Eye  ol  toe 
Camel  (890490ft  114)0  Mr  IB  (9090050) 
1130  Sewch  far  Gdrateractriak  (778234ft 
1200  A  Passion  for  AWca  (4457980) 
1230am  The  Now  Matadors  (267421ft 
TRAVEL  (cable) 


Bream  Dhccp  Dean  730  Jaagran  730 
Buatiaas  830  Buaneso  News.  Muse  830 
Raahrt  930  Rang  Bairang)  ore  Afa  Kt 
Farmabh  1030  Kachchay  Dhegey  114)0 
Pot  Luck  lire  Meet  Mora  Hr*  Ztadogl 
1ZD0  Dastaan  1230pm  Raaha  130  BLM 
430  Top  10  54)0  Ek  Ayr  Minute  530  In  a 
Jjfly  530  Hunt  Paanch^re  Hay  Ha  to 
730  Panehayat  730  Cramagic  84)0  Nsws 
BOO  Andaz  830  Bart  Ban  4aye  930 
Hasratata  lore  TBa  lore  Men  Mm 
1130  Shotgun  Show  lire  Horror 

MTV 


The  M  hour  music  eternal 
VH-1 


1230pm  East  Meets  Wtectl  30  No  Tnjckn' 


The  trkkfo  Mb  ctnmml 


■  •*1r: ; 

.  •  :t: .-■*• 


52 


SPORTS  BOOKS  44 

Claridge’s  tales 
add  zest  to 
footballing  year 


RACING  46 


Industry  uneasy 
;  in  wake  of 
Sheikh’s  threats 


THURSDAY  DECEMBER  11 1997 


Player  admitted  taking  drugs 


Charlton  sack 


Stuart  after 


random  test 


By  Russell  Kempson 


CHARLTON  Athletic  yester¬ 
day  terminated  the  am  tract  of 
Jamie  Stuart,  their  former 
England  Under-21  defender. 
IS  months  before  it  was  due  to 
expire  after  he  admitted  tak¬ 
ing  marijuana  and  cocaine. 
Stuart  is  the  fourth  Charlton 
footballer  to  have  tested  posi¬ 
tive  for  drugs,  and  the  dub 
now  fears  that  it  will  always 
carry  the  stigma. 

Future  commercial  deals  at 
The  Valley  could  have  been 
put  in  jeopardy  and  many 
Charlton  youth  team  players 
have  already  had  to  endure 
drug-related  comments  from 
spectators  during  matches. 
“Jamie'S  actions  have  cast  a 
shadow  of  suspicion  over  the 
whole  club."  Alan  Curbishley. 
the  manager  of  the  Nation¬ 
wide  League  first  division 
dub.  said  yesterday.  "The  dub 
and  I  believe  there  was  no 
other  decision  to  make.” 

Charlton  officials  have  also 
invited  die  Football  Associ¬ 
ation  to  see  its  drugs  education 
programme,  which  indudes 
regular  discussion  groups  and 
visits  from  police  representa¬ 
tives.  “I  don't  believe  we  can 
do  much  more."  Peter  Varney, 
the  managing  director,  said. 
“We’ve  tola  the  FA  to  come 
here,  have  a  look  and  see  if 
there’s  anything  more  we  can 
do." 

Stuart,  21,  tested  positive  for 
cocaine,  a  stimulant,  and  mar¬ 
ijuana,  a  prohibited  sub¬ 
stance.  in  a  urine  sample 
provided  to  the  FA  in  a 
random  test  on  November  17. 
He  admitted  last  Friday  to 
taking  the  drugs  and  is  now 
certain  to  face  a  charge  of 
misconduct  from  the  FA. 

"Two  weeks  ago.  we  re¬ 
ceived  a  firm  inquiry  for  Jamie 
from  another  first  division 
dub.”  Varney  said.  "They 
confirmed  that  a  substantial 
six-figure  bid  was  to  be  made 
this  week.  In  taking  our  deri¬ 
sion  to  terminate  his  contract. 


we  have  demonstrated  our 
determination  to  protect  our 
good  name  whatever  the  cost." 

In  May  1994.  Craig  Sloan 
was  treated  for  drug  addiction 
after  confessing  to  taking  co¬ 
caine.  He  was  subsequently 
released  by  Charlton.  Lee 
Bowyer  and  Dean  Chandler 
tested  positive  for  cannabis 
and  Jay  Notley  for  a  cocktail  of 
cocaine.  Ecstasy  and  canna¬ 
bis.  The  three  were  suspended 
by  the  FA  and  no  longer  play 
for  Charlton.  Bowyer  moved 
to  Leeds  United  for  E2.fi  mil¬ 
lion  in  July  last  year. 

"All  the  previous  examples 
here  have  given  out  a  harsh 
message."  Varney  said.  “We 
could  not  have  worked  harder 
to  educate  our  players,  at  all 
levels,  about  the  evil  of  drugs, 
but  I  believe  it  is  a  social 
problem.  It  is  something  with¬ 
in  the  youth  culture  in  this 
country.” 

Varney's  son.  Alex,  12.  plays 
for  the  Charlton  under-13  side. 
"Some  of  the  blokes  on  the 
touchline  are  having  a  field 
day  with  us."  Varney  said. 
"You  wouldn't  believe  what 
the  kids  are  having  to  put  up 
with.  When  they  score  a  goal, 
people  shout  out:  ‘Have  you 
tested  him.  ref?*  The  lads  also 


Stuart  faces  FA  charge 
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ACROSS 

DOWN 

1  Fully  intended:  ponder  (I0| 

I  Energy:  take  car  (5) 

7  Confidence  trick  (7) 

2  Shelf  15) 

S  Brush  to  dean:  cancel  (5) 

3  Cries  like  sheep;  complains 

10  Mountain  conquered  1953 

pathetically  (6) 

(7) 

4, 19  Rock,  gave  hieroglyph 

_  1 1  Blamed  by  bad  workman 

key  (75) 

|5) 

5  Confusioa  bustle  (7} 

1 2  Steady;  one's  horses  (6) 

6  Apparent,  pretended  ( 10) 

15  Data  arrangements;  fumi- 

9  Very  papular  item  ft-6) 

tore  items  (6) 

13  Indict  (7) 

17  Lord  — ,  Don  Juan  author  (5) 

14  Crescent:  dome  light  (7) 

s  IS  Shy  (7) 

16  Most  competent  (6) 

21  Decree  (5) 

19  See 4 

22  Arousing  feelings  (7) 

20  Swoon:  hard  to  make  out 

23  Parting  in  of  money  for 

(5) 

profit!  10} 

19  Lunge 


SOLUTION  TO  NO  1273 
ACROSS:  1  Full  3  Frontal  S  Outrage  9  Carat 
10  Pagan  II  Hirsute  13  Out-and-out  17  Disturb 
20  Notch  22  Omnibus  23  Squared  24  Feet 
DOWN:  I  Floppy  2  Litigious  3  Flesh  and  blood  4  Oscar 
a  Tor  6  Utter  7  Magnet  12  Untenable  14  Oblong 
IS  Adonis  |6  Bedsit  18  Usher  21  Tau 


THElSSSJTIMES  bookshop 


CROSSWORD  ENTHUSIASTS  -  SPECIAL  OFTER: 

The  Ttmft  JurnboCnjsnmjds  Book  J  e  avails  hit  in  Tirm  nadert  brjug  C4'iTp  £4.99)  tvfailr 
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tmfcrat  »nh  tree  delivery,  a  law  with  am  other  book  tram  Th*  Tunes  Bookshop. ' 
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get  asked  what  they've  been 
sniffing. 

“It’s  not  the  image  we  want 
here.  It'S  not  about  Charlton 
doing  successfully  in  the  first 
division,  it’s  about  syringes  in 
the  training  ground.  And  die 
trouble  is,  mud  sticks.”  With 
the  dub  redeveloping  its  main 
stand,  Varney  is  also  con¬ 
cerned  that  sponsorship  pack¬ 
ages  for  the  community, 
family  and  disabled  sections 
may  be  lost  “No  deals  have 
been  signed,  yet  if  you  were 
running  a  company  and  heard 
all  this,  what  would  you 
think?”  he  said. 

Stuart  said:  "I’m  very  sad.  I 
shouldn't  have  got  myself  in 
this  situation.  All  I  want  to  do 
is  get  myself  bade  in  the 
professional  game.  I’m  going 
to  dean  up  ray  act  because  I 
want  to  play  footbalL  ( need  to 
play  and  I  know  that  when 
this  whole  thing  is  done,  I  will 
be  better  and  stronger  than 
before. 

"My  ream-mates  have  been 
very  supportive  and  called  to 
see  how  I  was  but  for  a  while. 
I'm  going  to  be  on  my  own. 
I’m  going  to  train  harder  than 
ever  and  I  cant  sit  at  home 
feeling  sony  for  myselt  I  need 
to  wipe  the  slate  dean,  get 
fitter  than  ever,  believe  in 
myself  and  get  football  to 
believe  in  me  again.” 

Gordon  Taylor,  the  chid 
executive  of  the  Professional 
Footballers'  Association,  said 
last  night  that  the  association 
opposed  the  ending  of  con¬ 
tracts  after  drugs  test  failures. 

“We  do  not  want  to  encour¬ 
age  the  sledgehammer  ap¬ 
proach,”  Taylor  said.  “We  feel 
it  is  a  dangerous  precedent  for 
other  dubs  to  follow  as  we 
believe  they  should  be  looking 
to  help  rehabilitate  players 
but,  while  we  are  very  keen  to 
do  our  best  to  stamp  out  drug- 
taking  in  football,  we  can 
understand  Charlton’s  pos¬ 
ition  on  this  matter. 

“Because  of  the  problems 
they  have  had  in  the  past,  they 
were  concerned  about  their 
reputation  and  wanted  to  send 
a  dear  message  to  their  own 
players  and  to  the  rest  of 
footbalL”  . 


Masterclass:  Cohn  Jackson.  Britain's  world  record-holder  over  110  metres  hurdles,  welcomes  Tatum  Nelson,  a  highly  promising  young 
sprinter,  to  the  new  sports  village  for  elite  performers,  which  was  formally  opened  at,  Bath  University  yesterday.  Report  page  50 


Milosevic  finds  much  to  smile  about 


Bv  Russell  Kempson 


WHEN  Sava  Milosevic  arri¬ 
ved  at  Aston  Villa  from  Barti¬ 
zan  Belgrade  in  the  summer  of 
1995.  for  a  fee  of  £35  million, 
many  daret-and-blue  pundits 
were  swift  to  question  the 
wisdom  of  Brian  Little,  the 
Villa  manager.  Hunched  of 
gait  and  all  left  foot,  Milosevic 
appeared  ungainly  and  un¬ 
happy.  “The  young  man  obvi¬ 
ously  has  ability."  Brian 
Clough,  the  former  Notting¬ 
ham  Forest  manager,  said, 
“but  it  wouldn't  do  any  harm 
for  him  to  smile  a  bit  more.” 

Milosevic,  24,  smiles  a  lot 
more  now.  He  still  has  his 
detractors,  his  apparent  dum- 
siness  often  baffles  many 
trained  observers  and  his 
future  at  the  dub  is  the  subject 
of  regular  speculation.  Yet  his 
displays  in  the  Uefa  Cup  this 
season  —  he  has  played  in  five 
of  the  six  matches  against 
Bordeaux,  Athletic  Bilbao  and 
Steaua  Bucharest  —  have  per¬ 
haps  wot  over  even  his 
sternest  critics. 

Without  him,  it  is  doubtful 
that  Villa  would  now  be  sitting 


comfortably  in  the  quarter¬ 
finals  of  the  competition  for 
the  first  time  in  20  years.  It  is 
doubtful  they  would  be  in  the 
hat  with,  among  others,  Lazio, 
Schalke  04,  the  holders. 
Intern azionale  and  Atfetico 
Madrid  when  the  draw  is 
made  in  Berne.  Switzerland, 
next  Wednesday. 

It  is  also  doubtful  that  Little, 
would  be  enjoying  such  mana¬ 
gerial  comfort,  with  Villa’s 
ambitions  in  the  FA  Carling 
Premiership  having  already 
been  cruelly  exposed  as  non¬ 
existent.  Were  it  not  for  the 
Uefa  Cup  run.  the  notorious 
trigger  finger  of  Doug  Ellis, 


the  VQla  chairman,  might’ 
have  been  getting  itchy. 

Milosevic's  contribution  to 
Villa's  European  cause  was 
illustrated  perfectly  in  the 
third-round,  second-leg  tie 

Kst  Steaua.  the  Romanian 
pions,  at  VQla  Park  on 
Tuesday  night  He  and  his 
team-maies  had  strained  in 
vain  to  overcome  the  2-1  first- 
leg  deficit  but  were  getting 
nowhere.  Steaua  were  unad¬ 
venturous  yet  unyielding. 

Then,  in  the  71st  mini 
Steve  Staunton's  lofted, 
range  pass  deared  the 
of  Stan  Collymore  and  Tiberiu 
Csflc  and  fell  nicely  for 


lute. 


Milosevic  He  controlled  the 
ball,  took  it  on  a  few  paces  and 
then'  beat  Zoltan  Ritli.  the 
Steaua  goalkeeper,  with  a  low, 
right-footed  shot  Five  minutes 
from  the  old,  lan  Tkyior’S 
•  similarly  clinical  finish  com¬ 
pleted  a  3-2  aggregate  success. 

Milosevic,  who  will  play  for 
Yugoslavia  in  the  World  Cup 
fmals  Tn  France  next  year, 
scored  the  goal  that  gave  Villa 
a  1-0  Overall  victory,  against 
Bordeaux  in  the  first  round. 
His  cross  gave  Taylor  the 
chance  to  score  the  opening 
goal  against  Bilbao  in-  the 
.  second  round,  second  leg,  and 
another  left-foot  cross  led  to 


Scotland  line  up  Chile  date 


SCOTLAND  are  almost  certain  to  play  Chile 
in  the  warm-up  to  their  opening  match  in  the 
World  Cup  finals  against  BrazQ  on  June  10. 

Chile  are  ready  to  provide  Craig  Brown’s 
side  with  a  stern  test  on  May  24  as  part  of  their 
proposed  three-match  tour  of  the  United 
States.  Scotland  have  already  arranged  a  home 
match  against  Denmark  in  March  and  a  trip  to 
Finland  in  April. 

Green  Flag  yesterday  announced  that  it  is  to 


end  its  founyear,  £4~mQlion  backing  of  the 
national  team  after -the World  Cup  finals. 

-  Chelsea’s  match  against  Manchester  United 
-in  the  FA  Cup  third  round  will  be  shown  live 
on  Sky  television  at  noon  on  Sunday,  January 
4.  Evert  on’s  match  agaust  Newcastle  United 
will  be  screened  by  ITV,  kicking  off  at  2J)pm. 
Tottenham  Hotspur  will  play  Fulhaim  at 
White  Hart  Lane  on  Monday,  January  5,-a 
match  also  to  be  screened  live  by'SkyTV.  - '  V 


Dwight  Yorke  heading  home 
against  Steaua  in  the  24  defeat 
in  the  first  leg  in  Bucharest  • 
This  has  to  be  the  happiest  . - 
moment  of  the  season  for  me 
so  far,”  Milosevic  said.  "We 
played  well  and  perhaps^ 
should  have  scored  a  few;., 
more.  Confidence  is  high  and;.;.-: 
.  I'm  sure  we  can  go  on  and  win  !■ 
the  trophy."  .  -v 

A  touch  premature,  per-  *  , 
haps,  with  much  depending 
on  the  draw  now  that  the:'.', 
cream  has  risen  to  the  top.  Of j- 
the.,  passible  last-right  oppo¬ 
nents,  Villa  would  probably  .V- 
prefer  .  Auxerre,  of  France  — 
one  of  the  weaker  sides  left’ " 
’They^re  all  exceptional 
teams,”  little  said,  “it  would  ‘ 
be  nice  in  time  if  people  began 
to  look  at  us  in.  the  same  way.^fc 
At  least  Milosevic  is  content 
A  proposed  move  to  Napoli,  of  U 
Italy,  fell  through  last  month  \ 
and  Villa,  contrary, to  reports; 
have  exercised  then1  one-year  " 
option  to  keep  him.  when  his 
pi?sentdeal  expires  at  the  end 
•of  the  season.  They  want  him,- 
-'he. wants  to  stay  and  —  Mr 
Clough  take  note  —  'he  is  -* 
smiling  a  bit  more,  too.  -  '• 
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MCC  keeps  its  counsel  on  women 


MCCs  committee,  which  met 
at  Lord's  last  night  to  deride 
whether  to  recommend  that 
women  should  be  eligible  for 
election,  has  deferred  an¬ 
nouncing  its  views  until  these 
have  been  conveyed  to  the 
membership.  There  was 
strong  opinion  expressed  that 
the  time  has  come  to  enhance 
women's  cricket  by  admitting 
both  sexes  to  the  dub. 

A  working  party,  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Charles  Rob¬ 
ins,  reported  to  the  committee 


By  Ivo  Tennant 


that,  as  in  the  past,  there  are 
decidedly  mixed  feelings 
among  the  17500  members  an 
this  contentious  issue.  A  green 
paper,  which  is  unlikely  to  be 
finalised  this  week,  will  be 
sent  out  before  the  annual 
meeting  next  May,  outlining 
the  arguments  involved  in 
what  Roger  Knight,  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  MCC  described  as  “a 
major  issue”. 

There  is  a  feeling  among 


MCCs  officers  that  the  wom¬ 
en’s  game  will  be  furthered  if 
there  are  no  barriers  remain¬ 
ing  for  election  to  the  most 
famous  of  all  cricket  dubs.  Yet 
the  committee  will  stress  that, 
if  women  are  to  be  elected, 
they  will  be  joining  a  20-year 
waiting  list  and  will  not  be 
allowed  to  circumvent  it 
From  the  informal  meetings 
of  members  that  the  club  has 
undertaken,  and  from  region¬ 


al  surveys  tarried  but  by -  tiie 
working  party,  the  committee 
has  gained  the  impression 
that  a  vote  in  May  will  be 
closer  than  when  this  topic 
was  last  debated  in  1991. 

There  is  unlikely  to  be  any 
tinkering  with  the  dub’s  rul¬ 
ing  that  a  two-thirds  majority 
wfl]  be  required  for  women  to 
be  elected.  Those  individuals 
who  will  be  considered  for 
election  as  honorary  life  mem¬ 
bers  will  stand  the  best  chance 
of  joining  MCC. 


Irate  fan  unbuttons  mourning  suit 


THESE  are  litigious  times  that  we  live  in. 
Tripped  over  a  loose  slab  in  the 
pavement?  Get  a  solicitor.  Received  a 
less  than  complimentary  remark  from 
(he  boss?  Call  the  lawyer.  Bought  a  ticket 
for  an  Oasis  conceit  and  watched  the 
Gallagher  boys  walk  off  early?  Contact 
Messrs  Sue,  G  rabbit  and  Run. 
M  learned  friends  are  having  a  field  day. 

Football  has  generally  remained  aloof 
from  such  behaviour  until  yesterday, 
that  is.  when  it  was  revealed  that  Derrick 
Amott  a  retired  insurance  executive 
from  Teesside.  is  suing  die  FA  Premier 
League,  which  runs  the  FA  Carting 
Premiership,  for  “loss  of  enjoyment". 

He  is,  apparently,  miffed  that  his 
beloved  Boro  were  relegated  from  the 
Premiership  last  season  after  incurring  a 
three-point  penalty  for  failing  to  fulfil 
their  fixture  against  Blackburn  Rovers  at 
Ewood  Park  on  December  2L  Having 
paid  £342  for  a  season  ticket  at  the 


Russell  Kempson  spies  the 
legal  eagles  preparing 


to  make  a  swoop  on  the 


FA  Premier  League 


Riverside  Stadium,  be  feels  that  It  is 
wrong  that  he  should  have  to  watch 
■Nationwide  League  fast  division  fare 
instead  of  Premiership  action. 

His  advisers  will  argue  that  the 
Premier  League’s  rules  about  calling  off 
games  were  not  dear  enough  and  that 
satisfactory  guidance  was  not  given  to 
Middlesbrough,  whose  squad  was  devas¬ 
tated  by  illness  and  injury.  They  wfll  also 
contest  that  the  so-called  “exclusion 
clause",  which  prevents  dubs  from 
taking  legal  action  over  League  rules,  is 
contrary  to  natural  justice. 


The  first  round,  at  least  has  been  won. 

The  League  wanted  the  case  to  be  held  in 

London  but  it  will  now  take  place  In  the 
Middlesbrough  small  dawns  court  at  a 
dosed  hearing;  in  the  new  year. 

Round  two  may  be  more  difficult  The 
League  has  also  taken  legal  advice  and 
will  contend  that  there  is  no  reasonable 
case  to  answer.  It  denies  that  Amott  has 
suffered  any  loss  of  enjoyment;  after  afi, 
it  was  his  choice  to  purchase  the  new 
season  ticket,  nobody  forced  him. 

“  Even  if  the  result  is  not  in  my  favour,  I 
will  be  able  to  find  out  exactly  what 
happened.  That's  what  it's  all  about” 

Arnott  said. 

Amott  has  spent  £40  in  launching  his 
daim  and  should  be  lose,  he  might  have 
to  pay  considerable  costs  to  the  League; 
Middlesbrough’s  27,999  other  season- 
ticket  holders  wifi  be  looking  m  with 
interest.  Perhaps  their  lawyers  will  be 
watching,  too. 
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MORSE 


WORLD  EXCLUSIVE! 


Network 

Computing 


Th_e  True  Facts  Revealed 


Confused?  You  could  b&  Hie  atgumoits 
for  and  against  Utin  clients’  or  Network 
Computers  (NCs)  are  complex. 

Morse  can  explain  what  is  possible  with 
today's  technology.  .We  can  show  you 
Sun  Microsystems  networks :  turning 
applications  Eke  SAP  and  Grade  bn  NCk 
We  ran  hefc  you  take  the  fast  steps  n 
putting  ttffitechnok^y.hto  use.,- 

Please  cal  us  to:  receive  ah  inforfriation- 
pack,  or  to  arrange' a  visit  to~oiir 
Enterprise  Computing-  Centre  to  see 
NGsinactm 
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Morse  Computers. 
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0800  22  88  88 
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